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Grace Notes is published for the members 

and friends of Grace United Methodist 
Church.  For submission guidelines and 
deadlines, please contact Barb Ceruti, 

Communications Director, at 355-1748, 
ext. 240, or e-mail: 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
 

In an effort to distinguish the content of 
Grace Notes from that of the weekly Grace 
in Mission bulletin inserts, please reserve 

church announcements for  
Grace in Mission. 

 
Mission Statement: 

We the people of Grace are called to 
build up the body of Christ and our 

community to the glory of God 
through worship, education  

and service. 
 
 

Grace United Methodist Church 
300 E. Gartner Rd. 

Naperville, IL  60540 
630-355-1748 

www.peopleofgrace.org 
 

Sunday, June 3, began with a cool and drizzling rain.  That was the day 
of the Tom Schlegel Memorial 5K Walk/Run at Neuqua Valley High 
School, where Tom was a beloved coach and P.E. teacher.  “But,” said 
Tom’s wife, Julie, “by the time we got to Neuqua, the clouds broke and 
the sun was shining as bright as I’ve ever seen it.”  Of the many partici-
pants who turned out for the 5K, Julie said, “It was great to see so 
many people I knew who loved Tom and lots of people I didn’t know, 
who came out to support the event and have a good run.”  The race 
(which benefited the Tom Schlegel Children’s Trust, the Tom Schlegel 
Scholarship Fund and the Neuqua Valley High School Dept. of Physical 
Education) was walked and run by 
adults and children alike.  “I ran, the 
kids ran, and we all had a great 
time,” said Julie, who lost her hus-
band and best friend last October to 
a rare form of cancer.  “[The 5K] 
was a perfect way to honor such a 
wonderful man.  I think Tom was 
smiling down on this event!” 

Tom “Smiling Down” on Schlegel 5K  

Runners of all ages turned out for the 
Tom Schlegel 5K June 3. 

 

   

All are welcome to attend our  
Side-by-Side Slide Show Sunday, June 

24, 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
Come see what we’ve done!   
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Building up the church 

to the glory of God. 
 

Ephesians 4:12 Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church   June 2007 

T his year, “Side-by-Side” 
(June 10-17) took four 
homes in Clarksville, TN, 
from block foundation to 

roof and windows in four and a half 
days.  “It was so exciting 
to see the homes go 
higher and higher every 
day,” said Phyllis 
Pepiot, who, along with 
fellow Grace member 
Terry Schuster, served 
as a tool truck driver 
between work sites.  “Raising the 
walls is just super cool, with the 
homeown-
ers right 
there in the 
middle of 
it,” added 
Phyllis, 
aknowledg-
ing the pal-
pable grati-
tude of the 
homes’ 
recipients.  
Following a 
rigorous 
application 
process by 
Habitat for 
Humanity, 
qualified recipients are required to 
provide “sweat equity” in the pro-
jects alongside volunteers.   
 

16-year-old Erin Tschirhart asserted 
that this year’s trip surpassed her 
expectations.  “The lady whose 
house our team built was so grateful, 
she cried,” said Erin, who has gone 
on Side-by-Side for the past three 
summers. 
 

“The kids were shy at first about 
working on the houses,” noted 
Phyllis.  “But it’s amazing how they 
learned throughout the week.”   
Encouraging the teens, said Phyllis, 

were the qualified contrac-
tors on each site, who began 
each work day with a pep 
talk and a reminder that the 
nearly 100 Side-by-Siders 
were to build these homes as 
they would their own.  
“They really buckled down 

and worked!” said Phyllis, who has 
attended four Side-by-Side trips.  

Noted Grace Director of Youth 
Ministries Jeff Hartman, “Our num-
bers were perfect.  We got as much 
work done this year with 100 people 
as we did last year with nearly twice 
as many.” 
 

With a wake-up time of 6:30 a.m., 
site departure at 7:30 and long, full 
days in the dust and hot Tennessee 
sun, the Side-by-Siders had their giv-
ing hands full.  Feeding the hungry 

workers were nine busy cooks from 
Grace, serving hot breakfast, lunch 
provisions and a hearty dinner.  Liv-
ing quarters were in the beautiful 
Madison Street United Methodist 
Church in Clarksville, while brief 
showers were taken at nearby Aus-
tin Peay University.  “The kids had a 
contest of the quickest shower,” 
recalled Phyllis.  “Whoever went the 
fastest got to go first the next time!” 
 

Creating a bond that’s hard to miss 
when people of God come together 
to do His work, Side-by-Siders built 
more than homes in Clarksville.  
Shared Erin Tschirhart, “I really got 
to know people better, and I made 
some great new friends.”  Added 
Erin, “It makes you feel so good to 
help people and do something you 
didn’t think you could do.  You 
come home feeling spiritually  
revived, and the amazing part is that 
you get more out of it than the peo-
ple you’re helping.”   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Four Homes, Many Hands, One Purpose 
Side-by-Side Gives Hope to Grateful Families in Clarksville, TN 

“It makes you feel 
so good to help 
people and do 
something you  
didn’t think you 

could do.” 

2007 Side-by-Side participants on the steps of Madison Street 
United Methodist Church in Clarksville, Tennessee 

Grace volunteers work side-by-side to hoist 
a truss on one of the four homes they built. 
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Pastor’s Journal 

Too Much of a Good Thing 
 

A few years ago, I wanted to eliminate the weeds in my lawn.  A store clerk recommended a product 
that, he said, would get rid of weeds and fertilize the grass at the same time.  He also suggested pur-
chasing a “drop spreader.”  I left with my new spreader and enough fertilizer for the entire property. 
 

The bag clearly specified the correct settings for a spreader.  Happy with myself for having read the 
directions, I filled the hopper and set to work.  Though I carefully applied the granules without gaps or overlaps, I was 
not watching the rate at which the fertilizer was disappearing.  Upon completing the area between the house and the 
sidewalk, I discovered that I was out of fertilizer.  The amount intended for the entire yard had been applied to just the 
front.  Not knowing what else to do, I watered the lawn. 
 

Over the next week, two things happened:  One, the weeds shriveled and died, just as the sales clerk had promised.  
Two, the grass turned brown and died as well.  Indeed, for the next two years, nothing would grow.  I had failed to  
notice the conversion chart.  The drop spreader’s settings, manufactured by a different company, did not match those 
prominently listed on the bag.  Too much of a good thing is not a good thing. 
 

Seeking balance in life is a spiritual task, and the directions can be confusing.  Find that community of faith with whom 
you can seek guidance and affirmation to prevent “burnout.”  This summer, amidst the many festivals, trips and activi-
ties, don’t fail to notice that which brings peace and restores life.   
 

          Grace and Peace, 
 

June 2007 

On a sun-dappled morning ideal for mo-
torcycling, Grace Parish Pastor Don 
Niswonger and his wife (and biking part-
ner), Rev. Dr. Carol Findon, offered 
God and nature’s blessings to nearly 130 
bikers and their families at the 6th An-
nual “Blessing of the Bikes” on May 19.  
One by one, they roared into Grace’s 
lower parking lot, chrome and steel 
gleaming. 
 

“Ride on the wings of the wind,” Pastor 
Don quoted from the 104th Psalm, 
verses 1-3. “Ride with God,” he told the 
leather-clad crowd, noting that the 
stereotypical image of a biker does not 
apply to this group of Christian motor-
cyclists, some of whom have been riding 
with Grace Riders, a group established 
six years ago by Don and Carol, since its 
inception.  Grace Riders communicate 
regularly with one another and go on 
planned rides every third Saturday of 
the month through October. 
 

“We are fathers and mothers, husbands 
and wives, loyal citizens, employees and 
children of God,” said Pastor Don, who, 
along with Carol, wrote the liturgy for 

the event, including prayers and scrip-
ture readings.  Said Pastor Don:  “’Ride 
with God, on the Wings of the Wind’ 
has become [Grace Riders’] theme and 
the logo on our t-shirts.”  T-shirts were 
given this year to bikers whose license 
plates contained two or more of the 
numbers he 
announced.   
 

Also offered 
was a metal 
motorcycle 
sculpture pre-
sented by the 
Women’s 
Club of  
Naperville.  
Didi Foley, 
Program Di-
rector at 
95.9FM “The 
River,” drew 
the winning 
raffle ticket. 
 

Again this 
year, Grace’s 
“Blessing of 

the Bikes” service featured praise music 
from the Grace Praise Team, led by Mu-
sic Ministers Lynn Leitzen and Dan 
Wagner, and breakfast catered by Bel-
gio’s.   
 

Following the service, the bikers all took 
off on a blessed season-opening ride! 

6th Annual “Blessing of the Bikes” Rides Like the Wind! 

Rev. Don Niswonger blesses bikers gathered at Grace for the 6th 
Annual “Blessing of the Bikes” May 19. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

I am excited to be helping with the Youth Ministry team this summer, in carrying out a “summer of service” 
on campus at Grace and in Naperville.  We have a wonderful team of staff and volunteers helping on 
Wednesdays and Sundays to help our youth see themselves as modern-day apostles, carrying out acts of 
grace-ful service here at home as well as away on our summer mission trips.  We are “talking the walk” and 
“walking the talk,” jumping off from stories in the Acts of the Apostles.  We look forward to more and more youth and par-
ents joining us on this journey of discipleship!  Which leads each of us to reflect, while also gaining a little more time to enjoy 
nature and family this summer, are we making the connections back to God, to God’s grace, to being families of grace, stew-
ards of creation?  One great way (that I have already enjoyed!) to link God to nature is to worship outside—whether at our 
Saturday night worship by the river at 5:30 p.m. or in prayer with family while you are camping or fishing elsewhere.  Give 
praise and glory to God for this beautiful planet we are gifted with, and do what you can to help care for it and appreciate it!  
At our last youth Bible Study, we talked with teens about the “signs and wonders” the disciples were doing after Pentecost, 
both out in the community and with those who came to learn and believe.  What are the signs and wonders we are experi-
encing through the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives?  How are we seeing God’s grace helping us to do God’s will, to be 
God’s hands and feet, to offer God’s love to people in need?  I would guess that many of you, like our teens, can point to 
times of “serendipity,” when you made a phone call to a friend at a time of their need (without knowing so in advance), times 
when you “happened” to be at the right place to help a stranger in trouble, times when you and your skills were able to make 
a difference that you had not planned ahead to make.  Signs and wonders.  God helps us to be a sign and a wonder so that 
others can believe—but God can do lots more when we believe that we can be signs and wonders.  How is YOUR summer 
of service coming?  Where are you open to being a sign and a wonder?  What is your story of being a sign and wonder?  
Share it with someone else!  Even in the telling, we can be such an encouragement to others, to grow their faith and 
strengthen their belief.  I invite you to come share with the teens on Sundays and Wednesdays, and help us tell the stories of 
the “Acts of WE the Apostles,” as we share in Grace’s Summer of Service!   
         Hugs,  

Linking Up to Grace       

Pastor Atkins has completed his ser-
mon series on “Why Church?” and on 
June 3 had a small question sheet at 
each service asking for the congrega-
tion’s input.  The questions were:  
What do you need from church?  
What does church do for you?  What 
does church enable you to do?  These 
questions are an important part of our 
long-term Grace Strategy planning  
effort, led by Steve Sakats, and your 
input will be valuable in helping us to 
shape the strategic direction for Grace 
over the next several years.  We’ll be 
strengthening our organizational proc-
esses within Grace through a “Natural 
Church Development” program to 
proactively engage and support the 
enthusiasm and interests that are sim-
mering within our congregation (The 
Passion Driven Congregation).  We want 
to fan the flames of service, mission 
and worship and unleash the capabili-

ties of our members.  If you haven’t 
filled out Pastor Bob’s question sheet, 
it’s not too late.  Stop by the church 
office or send an e-mail to  
jbodine519@sbcglobal.net or Sharon 
Ferguson at pastorcare@peopleofgrace.org 
with your input.  We’ll be reviewing 
feedback at the next Church Council 
meeting.   
 

As we work to refresh our Grace 
Strategy, we recognize that there are 
things we can be doing right now to 
encourage growth in membership and 
make Grace a warm and welcoming 
place for both members and visitors 
alike.  Bob Plummer has gathered sev-
eral focus groups to gain ideas for 
growing membership.  Let’s show visi-
tors how friendly we really are.  Wear 
your nametags!  Go out of your way 
to welcome a visitor.  Introduce your-
self to someone you haven’t met be-
fore.  Invite a friend.  Join a committee 

or small group to channel your talents 
and energy.  I guarantee you’ll receive 
by giving.  The NOW Council has 
been asked by Church Council to  
develop ideas and plans for actions this 
fall to grow our membership.  Bob 
Plummer will help get this coordinated 
and under way.  We’ll need your help 
and good ideas as this effort begins to 
rev up—keep them coming! 

Church Council News         from John Bodine 

Grace Teens,  
Can We Talk? 
Teens in grades 7-12, we 

want to know if you’re feeling pres-
sure to be “exceptional” at all you do, 
whether it be academics, athletics or 
other pursuits.  If you’re willing to 
share your thoughts about what it’s 
like to be a teen in a competitive com-
munity like ours, please call Barb 
Ceruti at 355-1748, ext. 240, or e-mail 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org.   
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At the Annual Conference on June 11, 
2007, I was recognized as one of the 
retirees from the Northern Illinois 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.  What a change that is!  There 
was a change in a certain relational con-

nection with the Annual Conference, but I retain eccle-
siastical endorsement from Bishop Jung and the Division 
of Ordained Ministry of the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry.  I have experienced a change in 
the place where I do ministry, a change in the surround-
ings and people I encounter, and a change in the name 
of the channel through which I minister:  Springs of 
Grace.   
 

Change is the essence of life!  No one can escape the 
fact that change and transformation occur in everyone’s 
life.  We cannot escape the effects of change, whether 
they are physical, emotional, social or spiritual.  Our 
lives are continually transformed by something, or 
someone, or some event or experience.  
 

The way to personal change and transformation is the 
way of dying and rising...of being born again and again… 
it is a way toward change that is positive, toward letting 
go of the old and moving toward re-creating life.    
The ministry of pastoral counseling is finding a sacred 
place where a person can come to explore his or her 
life and find personal transformation. 
 

 
Jesus called Nicodemis to be “born anew”...to enter a 
new life through and in the Spirit (John 3: 1-10).  He 
needed a change, a personal transformation, to be 
“born again.”  But I believe being born anew is not a 
one-time event; it happens again and again and again. 
 

It is ever important to manage the changes in our lives, 
so that we can adjust to the transformation in positive 
ways.  We are ever being transformed and re-created 
and renewed, finding pleasure, enthusiasm and zest in 
our new life.  It is being life-centered in the Spirit of 
God that brings us through the changes of life. 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Findon Says... 

Is 2010 Your Year to Tour Europe? 
 

Pastor Don Niswonger and Rev. Carol Findon 
are again planning to host a fantastic tour of 
Europe, which will include attending the  

famous Passion Play in Oberammergau as well as 15 
days traveling in Germany, Italy and the Alps.  We will 
be visiting Verona, Venice, Rome (with a Papal audi-
ence), Florence, Pisa, Brenner Pass, and the magnificent 
cathedrals and castles of Germany.  We will depart on 
a Wednesday in September, 2010.  At this point, we 
are simply gathering names of those who might be  
interested in this fabulous opportunity.  If you are  
interested in joining us or in learning more about this 
trip, contact Don or Carol at their home at 416-8393 
or at the church.  You will be invited to an informa-
tional meeting at which we will share more details. 

Shareholders/Grace Foundation Strive for $65K Summer of Service Goal 

From Jeff Hartman and Ginny Lacy 
 

During each of our four worship 
services on April 28 and 29, Youth 
Ministries presented to Grace its 
campaign strategy for reaching our 
goal of $65,000 to build seven 
homes across four Summer of Ser-
vice trips this year (four homes in 
Clarksville, TN; two in New Or-
leans; one in the Dominican Repub-
lic; and local construction rehabilita-
tion in St. Louis, MO).  This amount 
is above and beyond the tuition mon-
eys paid by individual trip partici-
pants.  As of June 10, we have raised 
$42,260 in shareholder contribu-
tions.  That is certainly something to 
celebrate, as we are not only work-
ing side-by-side with Habitat for Hu-

manity and Group Work Camps, we 
are also working side-by-side with 
our own congregation and commu-
nity.  And, as of June 3, every dollar 
donated to Summer of Service by 
shareholders will be matched by the 
Grace Church Foundation!  If you 
have already become a shareholder, 
we thank you.  Your Summer of  
Service support is greatly appreci-
ated.  As our congregation continues 
its financial support throughout the 
summer, each contribution will be 
worth double because of the match-
ing program of the Grace Church 
Foundation.  While our Side-by-
Siders returned from Clarksville June 
17, completing all but the finishing 
touches on four new homes, our 
work this summer is not nearly over.  

On July 13, we set off for the  
Dominican Republic, following by 
New Orleans and St. Louis, MO, on 
July 29.  Won’t you prayerfully con-
sider helping us reach our S.O.S. goal 
of $65,000?  Orange shareholder 
envelopes can be found in the 
church pews and turned into the 
church office at 
any time 
throughout the 
summer.  Thank 
you, and let us 
continue work-
ing side-by-side 
as a church and 
as people of 
Christ. 
 
 

June 2007 
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“There’s not much for us to do,” said Grace Administra-
tive Pastor and confirmation teacher Rev. Lisa Telomen to 
confirmation parents at one of their last parent meetings 
this spring.  She was referring to the review process of the 
final essays this year’s confirmands completed on their 
Weekend of Decision retreat May 4-6 at Stronghold Cas-
tle in Oregon, IL.  “They’re excellent essays,” said Pastor 
Telomen, who assessed the papers, “and they’re excellent 
kids!”  
 

Beginning in September of last year, 51 eighth graders 
made a journey through faith that few of them will forget.  
After weekly confirmation classes and worship services, 
10 or more steps in church, worship and community ser-
vice, field trips, journal entries, parent and mentor work-
books, and the final essay that required confirmands to 
express why Jesus is important to them, why the Church 
is important to them, and what commitments they were 
willing to make to the church, these students knew well 
the significance of the covenant they were making.  “No 
one ever said being a Christian was easy,” noted Grace 
Assistant Youth Director Gaye Lynn Loufek.  But, as 
Loufek predicted nine months earlier, most of the confir-
mands were more than glad they made the journey.  That 
was much in evidence as some of the students read por-
tions of their essays during the 11:00 confirmation service 
on May 20.  “Jesus Christ is not only important to me; he 
is everything to me,” read one essay.  “Jesus Christ is a 
role model to me,” read others.  “Whenever I do things 
now, I try to ask myself, ‘What would Jesus do?’” read 
another.  Several students cited the many friends they’d 
made through confirmation as well as the different ways in 
which they wanted to stay involved with the church and 

the Christian faith.  The moving confirmation ceremony 
ended with parents, guardians and mentors placing their 
hands on each of the confirmands as a sign of their contin-
ued support of their walk with Christ.  For the young 
Christians, it was only the beginning.   

51 Confirmands Make Commitment to Christ and Church 

2007 Grace confirmands made their decisions to be confirmed 
at Stronghold Castle in Oregon, IL, May 4-6.  

A Confirmation Legacy  
 

Each year, Grace eighth graders 
receive a 6x10” walnut cross upon 
confirmation.  First given to the 
confirmation class of 1964, these 
crosses were made by Arnold 
Wolf, a cabinetmaker in Naperville.  
Merrill Gates, a teacher, principal 
and county superintendent of 
schools by profession, also mas-
tered the art of woodworking and 
fashioned many creations.  A tree 
cutter in Naperville supplied 
Merrill with walnut and other 
woods for his projects, one of 

which was continuing the tradition of crafting the beautiful 
wooden crosses for Grace confirmands.  He has also made 
crosses for Community and Batavia Methodist Churches and 
others.  In 1991, Merrill fashioned six larger worship crosses 
and tract racks for Grace, along with several other projects for 
our church and the community.  In the 1992-93 year, Merrill 
made 200 crosses for Grace confirmands!  We are fortunate 
that Merrill’s son, Terry Gates, is also talented in woodworking 
and assumed making the crosses in 2003.  Terry resides in St. 
Louis and produces about 100 crosses per year, given by 
churches as gifts to confirmands. 
   

  —Winnie Graver, Grace Church Historian 

Parents, teachers and mentors showed their support of Grace 
confirmands at the 11:00 worship service May 20. 

Merrill (left) and Terry Gates 



June 2007 
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Asante Sana! 
 

Thank you very much! Thanks 
for your suggestions that we 
sell the beautiful and unique 
PEMA jewelry at Grace.  
Seeds of Grace raised $800 
between worship services 
on May 6, 2007.  Your sup-
port has provided job op-
portunities and income for 
HIV-positive women raising 
families who have no other 
means to support them-
selves or their children.  
These women sent our 
Grace family thanks via e-
mail and a DVD via “snail 
mail” of their Christmas 
party that we supported.  
Contact Annette Swanson 
to view this slice of Kenyan 
hospitality. 

 
Take Your Palate on an  
Exotic Journey 
 

We tried the new Masala 
Yangu restaurant in Naper-
ville’s Jefferson Tea Shop 
building and recommend 
that you do the same for a 
taste of Kenya.  The women 
making the food are from 
Mombasa, and we found that 
the flavors and choices 
matched the expectations 
we had from the delicious 
foods we ate in Meru and 
Maua.  Ask Pastor Lisa Telo-
men for a recommendation 
of what to order!  Check 
them out at 
www.masalayangu.com. 
 

Methodist Mission Trips 
to Maua Methodist Hos-
pital Underway 
 

Jerri Savuto, a Methodist 
missionary at Maua Method-
ist Hospital, has this to 
share: 
 

“A team of 14 from Wichita, 
KS (with two team members 
from Norman, OK), have 
spent this week painting, 
plastering and building an 
AIDS orphan home, and par-
ticipating in the lives and 
work of Maua Methodist 
Hospital, St. Joseph’s Meth-
odist Church, and our com-
munity.  The two words that 
best describe this team are 
flexible and thankful.  
Though they arrived in Maua 
with no luggage (19 of their 

28 pieces came on Sunday 
night, and the rest came on 
Tuesday), they didn’t let that 
spoil their time in Maua.  
They behaved just like the 
Kenyans and rejoiced with 
every bag that arrived.  And 
the person who never re-
ceived her bag also never 
complained!  It was a joyous 
team, and we can only praise 
God for their generosity, 
loving kindness, hard work 
and thankful attitude.” 
 

Feel called to Kenya?  Appli-
cations are being accepted 
beginning this August for 
Grace’s July 2008 trip to 
Kenya.  Contact Annette 
Swanson or Julie Utter for 
more information. 
 

K e n y a   K o r n e r       —Julie Utter and Annette Swanson  

 Grace Notes Readers’ 
Poll Coming Your Way  
 

Grace members, watch your 
mail for an informal poll of 
your interests regarding 
Grace Notes content.  Please 
take a few moments to tell 
us what you’d like to read 
about in this newsletter.   
For your convenience, we’ve 
included a self-addressed 
stamped envelope for you to 
return.  Thank you in  
advance for your time and 
thoughts—your opinion mat-
ters!  

Tell us what you really think! 

 

O n 

Mother’s 
Day, few 
things 
make a 
mother 
happier 
than 
spending 
the day 
with her children.  This past 
Mother’s Day weekend, May 12 
and 13, moms (and dads, grand-
parents, friends, etc.) of young-
sters in Grace’s Children’s Choirs 
had the added pleasure of watch-
ing their youngsters present “Life 
of the Party,” this year’s double-
cast children’s musical, during the 
Saturday evening and 11:00 Sunday 
morning worship services.  Under 
the direction of Lynn Leitzen 
(Junior Singers), Sue Riedinger 
(Cherub Choir) and Renee Ros-
coe-Morrison (Angelus Choir), the 

choirs brought to vibrant life Allen Pote 
and Tom S. Long’s humorous and inspiring 
tale of the lessons Martha and Mary learn 
when Jesus comes for a visit. 
 

“I am so proud of all the children,” said 
Director of Grace Children’s Music Minis-
tries Lynn Leitzen.  “Just when you ques-
tion your preparation, they step up, focus, 
and deliver the message as only children 
can do.”  

Children’s Musical Brings Joy to a Mother’s Heart 

Jesus (Mak Jungnickel) helps Martha 
(Sarah Borton) see what’s truly important. 

Members of the Grace children’s choirs lift their hands, hearts and 
voices in “Life of the Party” May 12 and 13. 

June 2007 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathies to the Friends  
and Families of… 

 

Julia Barto, mother of Roberta Kern 
 

Randall R. “Sandy” Beyer, father of Cindy Johnson 
 

Rev. Lane Bridges, nephew of Fay Seidlitz 
 

Cleola Bryngelson, mother of Bonnie Hilkemann 
 

Norma Conover, grandmother of Mike Mayhew 
 

Corrinne Dover, mother of Ruth Dover 
 

Mr. Engstrum, father of Paulette Phelps’s friend 
 

Leona G. Krueger 
 

Brayden Miller, friend of Ben Ameiss 
 

Dale Nestel 
 

Thelma J. Shepherd, mother of Margaret Schmitt 
 

Harold J. Woolridge, father of Jean Heiner 
 

Correction:  In the May Grace Notes Sympathies, Joannie Roc-
chi’s father’s name was incorrectly listed as John Richard Russling.  
His name was John Richard Wessling.  We regret the error.   
 
 

With Grateful Thanks 
 

To the Grace Church Family: 
 

Words seem so inadequate to express the thankfulness I feel 
for the support my family and I have received since Harry’s 
death.  The staff has picked up extra loads; much food was 
brought to the church for a lovely lunch, and countless cards 
and “Harry memories” were read with appreciation.  
 

May the Lord bless each of you, 
 

Phyllis Pepiot and Family 
 
Dear Grace Church Family: 
 

I so appreciate the many cards, encouraging notes and calls 
that I’ve received during this time of illness.  Most of all, of 
course, I value your prayers, and I hope these will continue to 
go with me. 
 

Judy Colbert 
 

Baptisms 
Brandon Paul, Mitchell Paul and Tatum Brittany, 
sons and daughter of Paul and Brigitte Loubser, May 13 
 

Zane Austin, son of Tyrus and Nichole Czeschin,  
May 19  
 

Alexandra Beck, daughter of Craig and Kathleen 
Beck, May 20 
 

Hannah Brophy, daughter of John and Becki Brophy, 
May 20 
 

Jessica Mae Wolfe, daughter of Randy and Elisa 
Wolfe, May 20 
 

Mark Granzow, son of Michael and Candace   
Monteith, May 27 
 

Congratulations! 
 

Carl Wesley Dowdy, son of Bill and Florence 
Dowdy, was married on May 26, 2007, at Northminster 
Presbyterian Church in Peoria, IL, to Dayna Lynn Vidas.  
The couple will reside in Golden, CO. 
 

Chris Isit, Grace Church custodian and Grace Praise 
Team drummer, graduated from North Central College 
on June 9, 2007, with a Bachelor’s of Arts in Sociology 
and a music minor in Jazz Studies.  Chris hopes to find 
non-profit employment with Community Organizing, 
and he is very much interested in helping troubled 
teens, possibly in a probation office.  “God’s plans for 
me have just started to reveal themselves to me,” says 
Chris, “and I am grateful that I will fulfill a greater pur-
pose outside of myself.  I am patient that I will be 
guided in the right direction soon enough.” 

Grace high school graduates were honored with brunch and recog-
nition at the 11:00 worship service June 3. 

High School Graduates 
Congratulations to our fine Grace ‘07 high school graduates: 
Katherine Bidrawn, Daniel Childers, Christina Cox, Chelsea Davis, 
Laura Davis, Francis Hanrath, Courtney Jungnickel, Lauren Kottis, 
Eric Larson, Brentley Loufek, Jared McWilliams, Elisa Menis,  
Allison Nelson, Janet Pacanowski, Spencer Patton, John Randa, 
Stephen Scharafin, Katarina Schmitt, Allison Schuster, Kelly Strain, 
John Wagner, and Donatus Weithman. 


	 June 2007
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