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In  July of 1990, 
George H.W. 

Bush signed the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
into law, prohibiting dis-
crimination against per-
sons with disabilities.  
 

Since then, cities 
throughout the nation 
have celebrated July as 
Disability Pride Month. 
 

One definition of pride is 
a feeling of deep pleasure 
or satisfaction derived 
from one's own achieve-
ments.   
 

I write this after partici-
pating in this year’s Side 
x Side Mission in June. 
This was my first year 
doing so. I had heard 
stories of the magic of Side x Side — 
the witness of God’s love as adults 
and youth work side-by-side, build-
ing relationships as they build 
structures and work as the hands 
and feet of Jesus.   
 

This year, I had the pleasure of 
bringing Open Doors Ministry 
(ODM) to Side x Side. There, I 
bore witness to the love of true 
inclusion. There was no inten-
tion of molding individuals 
into the expectation of Side x 
Side; rather, Side x Side met 
each person exactly where they 
were.  It was God’s love in ac-
tion and the epitome of “deep 
pleasure and satisfaction.” 
 

ODM is a ministry dedicated to 
supporting individuals with differ-
ing abilities so that they can partici-
pate fully in the life of Grace. It 
started in 2009 when two parents 
recognized the obstacles faced by 
many families seeking a church 

with loved ones with disabilities.   
 

The position of ODM coordinator 
was created in 2014. Since then, this 
ministry has grown and is now sup-
porting individuals of all ages.  

 

We’ve expanded beyond Sunday 
School to supporting within wor-
ship, Vacation Bible School, choir, 
and mission work.  
 

We are now involved in a national 
network of churches that provide 
similar ministries, but it may come 

as a surprise that we are often the 
example they aim to emulate. Our 
supports are varied, individualized, 
and focused on inclusion.  Some 
supports are minimal, and some are 

extensive. 
 

Reflecting on ODM and this 
year’s Side x Side experience 
seems perfect timing for a 
month set aside for pride.  I am 

so proud of Grace for having 
ODM. I am so proud of the 

committee members and bud-
dies who have committed their 
time and care to ODM.  I am so 
proud of the families who have 
trusted ODM to support their 

loved ones.  Most of all, I am so 
proud of the ODM participants for 
sharing their humor, energy, char-
acter, and love with us at Grace. We 
are so very blessed! 
 

If you would like more information 
about ODM, please contact Nicole 
Zaccaria at odm@peopleofgrace.org. 

Open Doors Ministry (ODM)   
Welcoming Individuals of All Abilities at Grace UMC     By Nicole Zaccaria 

Participants in this year’s Youth Summer Missions included individuals from Grace’s 
Open Doors Ministry.  

“I bore witness to 

the love of true 

inclusion.” 

Photo credit: Hayley Loufek 

mailto:odm@peopleofgrace.org
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“A 
ll the gifts and skill I 
possess are on loan 
from God,” said Grace’s 

new organist, Stanleigh Jones, who 
joined us June 5.  
 

God has gifted him well indeed, 
and us too, as Stanleigh brings a 
rich history of organ playing that 
began at the “rather advanced age 
of 10,” he says. His first position as 
a church organist would come four 
years later. Yes, you read that right: 
he was 14. 
 

Despite such a young start at a 
church organ, Stanleigh never im-
agined himself a professional musi-
cian; in fact, he set his sights on 
biology pre-med as an undergrad 
(with a minor in automotive me-
chanics) at Andrews University in Berrien Springs, MI.  
 

However, he said, “I received unprecedented exposure 
to the broad field of music and went on to major in 
keyboard education.” During this time, he studied or-
gan and harpsichord under some very prestigious pro-
fessors of music and, not long after, was chosen as one 
of six national finalists to compete in the First Presby-
terian National Organ Competition in Ottumwa, IA. 
He was the first African American to achieve finalist 
status in this competition.  
 

In 1984, Stanleigh earned a Master of Music degree 
from Northwestern University as well as numerous 
music education awards thereafter, including notable 
“Who’s Who” honors from various organizations and 
an Honorary Doctor of Music. 
 

He served as either organist or minister of music for 
various churches and denominations, most recently at 
the Apostolic Church of God for 15 years, one of Chica-
go’s largest churches. 
 

“What better way to give thanks to God than in His 
house?” remarked Stanleigh, who is excited to now be 
at Grace, a church he considers both Christ- and com-
munity-centered.  
 

“This is a wonderful facility that sits on a gorgeous plot 
of land, with a great music department that is able to 
provide wonderful service music of the highest cali-

ber.” He also credits our Grace staff. “Everyone I’ve en-
countered is welcome, inviting and embracing.” 
 

In addition to the myriad musical contributions Stan-
leigh has made in both religious and educational set-
tings, he has written several works for brass, string and 
choral ensembles, including Give Ear to My Prayer and 
Darkest Night. 
 

“I am a classical organist who’s always searching and 
seeking to express my inner voice through music,” said 
Stanleigh. “I’m not looking to be a carbon copy of 
someone else; rather, I seek to be innovative, creative 
and inspiring as I explore musical paths and harmonies 
that someone else might not have thought of.” 
 

According to Grace music coordinator Lynn Leitzen, 
“Stanleigh plays with the worship of God first and fore-
most in mind. He is skilled at bringing the congrega-
tion into the experience, using a variety of dynamics, 
voicings and modulations, arranging as the Holy Spirit 
is moving.” 
 

“To bring people together in one voice, one purpose, is 
an opportunity to which there is no higher calling,” 
said Stanleigh.  
 

Welcome, Stanleigh! We’re thrilled you’re here! 
 

To watch a stirring performance of “It Is Well With My 
Soul” by Stanleigh and a colleague, click here.  

New Organist Strikes Chords of Innovation, Inspiration 
 

By Barb Ceruti 

Grace is most pleased to welcome our new organist, Stanleigh Jones. 

https://youtu.be/3NTbqP5MwFE
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“Being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus.”    Philippians 1:6 
 

This was the theme verse of Side x 
Side and Hope @ Home 2022. Our 
overall theme? UNFINISHED! 
 

From Wednesday, June 15, through 
Saturday, June 18, we saw construc-
tion orange and neon lime green 
(the color of our t-shirts), as people 
of varying skill sets and ages ven-
tured into the mission field in the 
Chicagoland area. 
 

Serving locally did nothing to 
change the enthusiasm, commit-
ment, dedication, and focus of the 
teams we have come to know as 

Side x Side and Hope @ Home.   
 

During our time together, we had 
the opportunity to learn, teach, nur-
ture, share, and work very hard.  
 

Projects consisted of partnerships 
with Feed My Starving Children, 
Fox Valley Habitat for Humanity, 
the Conservation Foundation, 
Seager Park in Naperville, the Com-
mon Pantry in Chicago, and our 
own Grace UMC. 
 

Various tasks were completed: a 
house has new siding, a park was 
freed of invasive plants, a food pan-
try has fully stocked shelves and 
was cleaned top to bottom, a new 
fence was built, and 70 families will 
be fed in Haiti. The work of one was 

minimized through abundant help-
ing hands, and the hearts of many 
were touched. 
 

Side x Side and Hope @ Home are 
not workcamps, as some might sus-
pect. Youth Summer Missions at 
Grace is a relationship-building ex-
perience. 
 

As our theme often reminded us, 
our greatest relationship is with 
God, and we are so grateful that He 
is not “finished” with us.  
 

UNFINISHED — we can’t wait to 
see what God has in store and, to-
gether with Him, what we will be 
called to do!  

Youth Summer Missions 2022 
Learn, Teach, Nurture, Share, Work                                   By Gaye Lynn Loufek  

From Fox Valley 
Habitat For Humanity 
 

“Len just sent pictures of all 
of the work your wonderful 
team got done the last three 
days. I told Len we should 
hire you guys. Thank you isn’t 
enough. What a blessing you 
and Grace are. A more aptly 
named church there has 
never been. Bless you all! 

From Common Pantry of  
Chicago 
 

“I just wanted to say thank you 
again for y'all coming and help-
ing out this morning and bring-
ing the wonderful donation! I 
know some of the work wasn't 
the most glamorous but it was 
definitely the most helpful and 
needed. Also, our hygiene shelf 
looks so full, which it hasn't 
been for a little bit of time, so it 
really was a great help because 
most of our folks do ask for 
those items. I did want to let you 
know the overall weights: for 
food it was 131.8 pounds, and 
for personal hygiene items it 
was 170.1 pounds, and an over-
all total of 301.9 pounds! We 
really do appreciate all the help 
and look forward to having y'all 
come again in the future.” 

Thanks from some of 
our Youth Summer  
Missions partners 

To see all of our Youth 
Summer Missions photos, 

visit peopleofgrace.org. 

https://www.commonpantry.org/
https://www.chicagolandhabitat.org/site/PageServer?pagename=home_fox
https://www.peopleofgrace.org
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How Can You Help Vacation Bible School 2022? 

Register by Friday, JULY 1! 
If you’re able to attend VBS 2022, either as an adult, teen or ‘tween helper, or your child will be 

participating (ages 3-completion of 4th grade), please register at peopleofgrace.org/vbs no later 
than Friday, July 1! We need lots of helpers to make VBS go as smoothly as possible, so please prayer-

fully consider assisting us this year. No task is too small, and you are needed and appreciated! 
 

Tell your friends and neighbors about Vacation Bible School 
This year’s “Food Truck Party,” is the first opportunity we’ve had to host VBS in person in nearly three years. 
This is very exciting! Please share our VBS, running July 11-15 from 9:00-11:45am daily, with your friends, 
neighbors, grandchildren, etc. We will have a wonderful week of learning that God provides for all of our needs. 
This message will be conveyed in fun ways that children will enjoy and remember...games, crafts, music, snacks, 
props, and more!  
 

Donate your empty paper towel rolls and cardboard boxes 
Please save your empty paper towel rolls and cardboard boxes for VBS, and bring them to church no later than 
Sunday, July 10. Please place them in the marked receptacles in the Gathering Space.  
 

Donate single-serve food items 
During the week of VBS, we will be teaching and learning a lot about how God provides for us in various ways. 
In support of this message, we will be collecting single-serve breakfast, snack and lunch food items for the  
Talented Tenth social services organization in Aurora.   
 

Pray for our week of VBS 
Please keep VBS in your prayers, beginning now by praying for our preparation and planning, as well as during 
the entire week that children will be attending.  

JULY CHILDREN’S PRAYER 

Dear God, Thank You for continuing to keep us safe. We are thankful for the freedom we 
have to worship You. Remind us to use it! Amen. 

https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/VBSRegistrationchildandadult.pdf
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/VBSRegistrationchildandadult.pdf
https://www.talentedtenthss.org/
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Faith Formation for All at Grace  

Christian Believer Begins September 8 
“Christian Believer,” a 30-week adult faith formation study, will meet Thursday 
mornings September 8, 2022, through May 11, 2023, from 9:30-11:15am in Room 
254. This study explores the foundational relationship between the Bible and our 
doctrines; that is, what we believe and what we live. This rich relationship will re-
new and refresh us, as there is no better time than now for a fresh engagement with 
Christian Believer. Taught several times by Rev. Bill Bryan (as well as Rev. Doug 

Bowden in 2016-17), Christian Believe will once again be taught by Pastor Doug. He reminds us of the goal of 
this study: “Because we the church believe the Christian faith has truth to be believed, I affirm my place in the 
company of believers.” In Christ, all are welcome to join Christian Believers. Please contact dbowden6@aol.com 
or 815-990-0187. Study books will be ordered, and additional information will be provided prior to the first class 
on September 8.  
 

July Forum Classes 
Sunday, July 10 - 9:15am in the Fireside Room: 
Frederick Douglass’ “The Lessons of the Hour” speech, presented by Rev. Doug Bowden 
 

Sunday, July 17 - 9:15am in the Fireside Room: 
“The Letters of John,” presented by Ginnie Battle 
 

Several Needed to Be the “Power of One” for Children at Grace 
On behalf of the children of Grace and in honor of the work 
that God has called our Children’s Faith Formation Ministry 
team to do, Chamus Burnside-Savazzini invites all who are 
willing and able to join this team! For several years, our faithful 
group of volunteers has been running a very lean ship and are 
beginning to feel overextended. “I know we can do better for 
our children and our fellow members who have been giving so 
much of their time. Children’s Faith Formation Ministry is such 
a joy, and it is a gift to be able to serve and support the next 
generation as they walk in faith,” said Chamus. She continues: 
 

“When we welcome babies into our congregation, we commit 
to nurturing them — let’s do it together! It is said that a child 

should have five trustworthy adults in their life outside of the family to invest in their personal development 
and build their confidence.”  
 

For the 2022-2023 program year, Children’s Faith Formation Ministry will focus on “The Power of One.” Chamus 
asks, “Will you decide to make a difference and show the power of one to our children?” If you would prayerful-
ly consider serving the next generation by being one of their five trustworthy adults, please contact Chamus at 
chamus@peopleofgrace.org. 

Our July food pantry collection benefits Aurora Inter-

faith Food Pantry, serving 100,000 last year. Recipi-

ents all have unique stories and sets of circumstances 

that cause them to need help. Sometimes, it’s some-

one we’d least expect. For every dollar donated, Auro-

ra Interfaith Food Pantry can buy $8 worth of food, so 

please donate through Grace here, choosing the “Love 

Loaf” option, or directly to the pantry here.  

mailto:dbowden6@aol.com
mailto:chamus@peopleofgrace.org
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.aurorafoodpantry.org/donate-online/
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Music Opportunities for Novices! 

G race Bells director Debbie John is starting a 
new, casual bell choir for adults who either 

have no ringing experience, or they rang long ago 
and would like to play again. Weekly rehearsals will 
begin Tuesday, September 6, at 7:00pm. The choir 
won't be performing as a group, says Debbie, but 
just for fun! "I've been thinking about this for a 
while, because I keep running into adults who say it 
looks fun, or hard, or they wish they knew how to 
read music so they could join as well," she adds, as-
suring that ringing is really not as hard as it looks. 
"I'd love for people who are curious to come give it a 
try!" Membership at Grace is not required; feel free to bring a friend! If you have questions or would like further 
information, contact debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org.   

French Drain Alleviates Water Issues 

As anyone who’s been to Grace recently has most certainly no-
ticed, our main parking lot has been a bit torn up. This is be-
cause we installed a French drain to alleviate the water buildup 
that has caused a safety issue in winter when the water freezes 
and a humidity issue for the music department in warmer 
months. The photo at right shows the ditch as it was being 
dug; it almost immediately filled up with water! Thanks to sup-
porters of our “Raise the Roof” capital campaign, the Trustees 
were able to address this problem and make Grace a better 
place for all. 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/drop-in-choir
mailto:debbie.john@peopleofgrace.org
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Grace United Methodist Church 

300 E. Gartner Road 

Naperville, IL  60540 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/1st-worship-in-the-field

