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Worship in the Field
By Rev. Cindy Marino

Sunday, July 5, at 10:30 a.m., we will gather for worship 
in our field, just as they did in the days of John Wesley. 
I will be so excited to meet you under the trees in the 
warmth of a summer morning to lift our praise and 
worship to God – a safe distance from one another, of 
course! 

We’ll ask that you come with your own seating, masks, 
hand sanitizer, shade umbrellas, and willingness to abide 
by the protocol for physical distancing. We will not be 
singing together, but we will pray, hear the message 
brought by Pastor Daniel and worship through the music of Dan Wagner and Lynn Leitzen. We will safely celebrate Holy 
Communion and be reminded that even without the hugs we so long for, we are the body of Christ.

To stay within the guidelines for the numbers of people gathered, we will need to ask you to register in advance for this 
worship opportunity. We are limited to 100 people, including those leading and assisting in worship. Children will need to 
stay with their parents at all times. We will have accessible seating in the lower parking lot for those unable to negotiate the 
stairs to the field. 

We are working to be able to record and possibly live-stream this outdoor service so that those unable to attend can view it 
as well, along with our regularly scheduled video worship which will also be available. 

We will schedule another time of worship for the first Sunday in August and the first Sunday of September, again, 
dependent upon the status of COVID-19.  We hope to return to weekly limited worship in the Sanctuary by mid-
September. Please stay connected for further information. 

Survey Results and Worship in the Sanctuary
We are grateful to all who responded to the survey we sent to assess your readiness to return to worship. We received about 
300 responses, a reliable representation of the congregation. In general, according to the survey, 41 percent of respondents 
are ready to return if we can provide the necessary precautions; 29 percent prefer to wait several weeks, possibly to gauge 
what happens with COVID-19 positivity rates; 22 percent said it will be quite a while before you can consider coming back. 
That tells me it’s important to find ways to move ahead with worship, and it’s also important to continue to include those 
who can’t come back in person just yet. 

So, this outdoor service is a start. It provides a low-risk way back for those who are ready. It buys us some time as we 
carefully discern what’s happening with COVID-19 for the safety of all. We are gradually, cautiously moving forward. But 
we are moving forward! 

Another question I’m hearing is whether we will continue to offer stay-at-home worship options. 

These survey results affirm for me that it is very important to do so. As I suspected, you are divided in how you think you 
might best participate in worship in these circumstances:     

 Continued on the inside column 

Pastor Daniel will be leading a new 7-week Zoom study beginning on Thursday, July 2, and ending on 
August 13. 
 
This study will use a new book and video series by famed professor Walter Brueggemann (Materiality as Resistance) that 
asks us to consider how we can change our personal habits and church practices to be better neighbors to one another. 
Looking closely at the importance of materiality in Christian belief and practice, Brueggemann will challenge us to think 
about how we use our resources to realize the Body of Christ in our homes and in our communities. 

Contact Pastor Daniel if you are interested in participating or for more information (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org).

NEW!!! Summer Class: Materiality as Resistance

Outdoor Worship Registration 
Click here to Register

Guidelines to Attend Worship
Click here for Guidelines

mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Materiality%20as%20Resistance
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/173/responses/new
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/173/responses/new
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/OutdoorWorshipGuidelines.pdf


It's Vacation Bible School Month!!  Woohoo!

Calling all Rainforest Explorers to join us for 
Virtual VBS the week of July 13-17, from 9 
a.m. -10:15 a.m. each day! 

As we continue to navigate through this 
COVID-19 experience, it has been such a 
powerful reminder that we need fellowship 
and connection as part of our healthy life 
balance.  God did not intend for us to be alone.  
That is why we will safely go on a Virtual 
Rainforest Adventure, together as Jesus Leads 
the Way! With God on our side, nothing will 
stop us from hearing God’s word, learning 
songs to hide in our hearts and sharing 
the message, God is with us!! We will hear, 
experience, and make modern-day connections to several stories: Noah and the Ark, The Ten Commandments, Jesus Calls 
His Disciples, Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers and Jesus Visits His Disciples! No matter how many times we hear these stories, 
God always shows us something new! If you have never heard these stories, we are very happy to share them with you and 
your family!  We already have fun and surprises planned and we have a few resources you will need, so register your child 
today! 

Our exploration will be virtual, but we need volunteers to help plan, prepare kits, lead discussions in break out rooms and 
so much more!!  We are so excited to see what God will do as he transforms our Children, Apprentices, Teens, and Adults!  
God has a plan for everyone! Register Now by clicking here!  The email provided at registration is how communication will 
be shared throughout VBS.  Thank you! 

Registration Deadlines:  

• Children MUST be registered by Sunday, June 28 to receive the VBS kit.

We look forward to seeing you and we feel blessed to be able to offer this time together through the generosity of Grace 
United Methodist Church and many of you!  May God be glorified in all that happens as we plan and during the Vacation 
Bible School week! See you soon!  

Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more information. 

Mission Possible, Thank you! 

Grace UMC has always been steeped in mission.  
Even when a pandemic threatened to keep us from 
coming together, we found ways to provide outreach 
to our community.  The Mission Possible team is 
so grateful to ALL who participated in our weekly 
missions during May. Through your kindness and 
generosity, we supported our postal workers, provided 
funding for food donations at our local food bank, sent 
encouraging notes and well-wishes to many, showed 
gratitude to front-line workers, celebrated our high 
school seniors, and fed more than 250 caregivers at 
several long-term care facilities. 

While many businesses closed the mission field 
remained open, and Grace UMC was ever-present!  
Thank you from the Mission Possible team and, more 
importantly, from those whose lives you have touched.  
Nothing is impossible with God!

The other day I was reflecting on how much I missed the feeling of being inside our 
church building. I was missing sharing coffee with friends in the Gathering Space, 
seeing them in Sunday-morning classes, singing with them and passing the offering 
plates down the pews, and attending evening groups when it occurred to me that 
we have another church space that is equally life-affirming in a different way: our 
church grounds. Grace sits on a beautiful piece of property that is surrounded by 
nature that we probably barely take notice of as we enter the physical building. 
What an undervalued part of our church experience! 

With Pastor Daniel’s support and in consultation with Betty Long, our expert 
gardener, and a few yet-to-be-named helpers, I am preparing a nature inventory that 
will be a resource for helping us explore and appreciate our natural surroundings: 
our trees, gardens, birds, and animals. If we have any botanists or other nature 
enthusiasts, I would love to stroll the grounds with you to get additional input to 
the inventory.  Contact Jean Ives (jeanives13@gmail.com) if you are interested in 
getting involved or for more information. Natural View from the field at Grace! 

Our Natural Grace

The Mission Continues... 
 The work and dedication of our frontline workers 
continue.  We, Grace UMC, will continue sending 
meals for as long as possible.  Please continue to 

give prayerfully and generously through E-Giving 
by clicking here then use the drop-down menu to 
get to the MP-Nursing Home Fund, or by sending 
a check to Grace United Methodist Church with 

MP-Nursing Home Fund in the memo line.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
UMW Day of Spiritual Renewal! 

By Jean Ives, Grace UMC Member• 34 % prefer to continue viewing the edited worship video at your convenience. It’s great to be able to come back to that at 
any point during the week. 
• 34% would prefer to stay home to view worship live-streamed from the Sanctuary on Sunday morning. Of course, there 
needs to be a service in the Sanctuary for that to happen. 
• 31% want to worship in the Sanctuary in person, regardless of the inconvenience or restrictions.

So, we’re listening and working to provide those three options. I think 100 percent of us would choose to go back to what 
we’ve always known, but that’s not one of the options right now. We all know there are still uncertainties. We all know that 
as many people start traveling again, this area’s relatively low infection rate will be impacted by higher numbers elsewhere. 
We want to be out and about again and as we do so, that will make a difference as well.  

So, for now, we will move forward gradually, cautiously toward in-person worship in the Sanctuary. We are grateful for the 
beautiful outdoor space that offers us a lower risk option, while we savor the days of summer and gauge our progress in 
Phase Four of the battle against COVID-19. May you all take advantage of this time to reconnect with family, make up for 
lost vacation time, de-stress, regroup and re-enter into the community with caution.

Continued from the front page: Worship in the Field
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Parenting with Grace 
and the Commission on 
Religion and Race will 
present “Talking With 
Children About Race” 
via Zoom Webinar 
early this fall. 

According to a 2019 
study between the 
Sesame Workshop and
the University of Chicago, 
only 10 percent of parents discuss race often with their children.  Using books, music, art, and conversation 
starters, this webinar will help families overcome the challenges of talking with children about race.  Challenges 
include: fears of introducing racial bias or creating racist children, concern that children are too young, 
uncertainty of how to organically introduce the topic, and worries about how to respect the child’s own racial 
identity. 

Participants will learn how to start these conversations with their child/children at any age.  Details coming soon 
on Facebook and in future Grace Notes. 

Talking With Children About Race

NEW!!! Senior High Youth Discussion Group

STAMPED: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix of the National 
Book Award-winning STAMPED from the Beginning

Grace UMC’s Commission on Religion and Race Chair, Jill Rye, 
and Gaye Lynn Loufek, Grace Director of Youth Ministries invite all 
Grace Senior High youth and their interested friends to join in a four 
(4) week book discussion group on the best selling book, STAMPED: 
Racism, Antiracism, and You (A Remix of the National Book Award-
winning Stamped from the Beginning)  This group is open to all those 
who will be attending High School in the fall, and those who just 
graduated in the class of 2020.

This will be a four-week  Zoom reading/discussion beginning the week 
of July 13, at 7:30 p.m. (depending on participant preference).
 
This is not a book study, but a place for respectful conversation 
inspired by the book.  Having a copy of the book is required, and 
may be found from several on-line sources. Confidential scholarships
 for purchasing the book are available by contacting Gaye Lynn 
(gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org).

Registration will help us ensure a good group size for ample discussion. 
Register by clicking here.  Contact Gaye Lynn (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

mailto:gayelynn.loufek%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Stamped
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/172/responses/new
mailto:gayelynn.loufek%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Stamped
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/172/responses/new


Children’s Music Ministry Year-End Celebration & Talent Show!

So, how do you celebrate the end of your choir year when you 
cannot be together? 

Virtually, with an online Zoom Talent Show! 

A lazy Sunday afternoon at the end of May provided the perfect 
opportunity for the children’s choir families of Grace to all be 
together and experience a plethora of unique talent from the 
comfort of their family room sofas. 

The choristers signed-up ahead of time to share their special 
talents. A few brave pianists were live, while most of the acts were 
prerecorded to offer up 90 minutes of fun as we enjoyed “seeing” 
each other and reconnecting in spite of our shelter-in-place 
orders. 

We had a fabulous variety of acts including comedy, art, French 
horn, vocal and piano solos, martial arts, puppets, sailing, and 
guitar all marvelously hosted by three of the Junior Singers 
serving as our emcees: Emmett Freeman, Charlie Rye, and 
Samantha Sprunger. 

Having everyone gathered also allowed us to honor and celebrate 
our “Graduates” moving up from Cherub Choir (3rd graders) to 
the Junior Singers and moving on from the Junior Singers and 
Children’s Bell Ensemble (7th graders) to the Youth Choirs.

While there have certainly been disappointments for these young 
choristers (and their directors) who were unable to offer their 
annual Year-End Mother’s Day musical, the Talent Show provided 
a wonderfully unique opportunity to feature talents we wouldn’t 
otherwise have experienced. Our thanks to all who shared in 
making our choir year-end so special!

Special thanks to the choir helpers and Open Doors Ministry 
(ODM) buddies who help make weekly choir rehearsals a fun and 
safe experience for all: Sherri Nagy, Jill Ridder, Suzanne Compton, 
Nicky Zaccaria, Diana McIlvane, and Barb McCarthy.

Talent Show Participants                   

Charlie Macaluso, guitar
Abby Sautter, original song
Bailey Weilemann, piano                              

Charlie R., video game design                    
Nathan Joshua, piano                                    

Josephine Zaccaria, art                                                                                                
Luisa Savazzini, vocal                                                                                                   

Henry Freeman, quick draw
Natania Joshua, piano

Alex Drescher, puppet show
Ian Schnute, French horn

Ryan Weilemann, basketball & martial arts
Hayden Smith, piano
Joey Sprunger, piano

Isabelle Drescher, vocal
Pranay Sukh, piano

Mr. Bob, sailing

Cherub Choir Graduates
Alex Drescher

Phoebe Macaluso
Emily Pollack      

Luisa Savazzini                                   
Bailey Weilemann                             

Junior Singer Graduates    
Sophia Doolittle
Henry Freeman

Charlie Macaluso
Ian Schnute

Josephine Zaccaria      
Anna Zenow

Children’s Bell Ensemble Graduate
Ian Schnute

        

By Lynn Leitzen, Director of Children’s Music Ministry


