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Summer Worship:  Holy Heroes, Human 
Nature and a Good Cup of Coffee!

Holy Heroes!

Have you ever felt like you are never going to be enough? 
Maybe you feel that way in your chosen profession, your 
marriage, your parenting? Maybe you can’t retire because 
you just haven’t quite reached your goals? Maybe there’s an 
ability you’ve always felt you lack that keeps you from being 
the best you thought you could be. Or maybe, you never 
had expectations 
of being the best, 
because you are just 
not.

You are certainly 
not alone. Life 
happens to bend 
and crack those 
dreams in all of us.  
The funny thing is, 
God never seems 
intent upon using 
those strengths we thought we would have or should have.  
Instead, God lands on some weakness in us that we would 
just as soon bury and forget. And God raises up heroes out 
of those weaknesses.  

Our July sermon series will enter the lives of a few folks like 
us, some of whom were destined for greatness until tragedy 
intervened. And some of whom were destined for obscurity 
until God intervened. To illustrate the stories, we’ll look to, 
of all places, DC Comics! The super heroes in the Superman 
series have never held any appeal for me, so delving into the 
dark, comic superhero world has been a new experience!  
But I am fascinated by the parallels with the heroes of the 
Bible. I think you will be, too! Grab your favorite geek and 
invite them to join you as we enter this new world together. 
Our Vacation Bible School kids will be learning along with 
us!

Register NOW for Hero Central VBS on July 17- 21 from 9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. ! 
VBS registration will close on July 12. No late registrations will be accepted.

Register your child(ren)/apprentices: (https://www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs-kids) 

Register an adult volunteer: (https://www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs-adults)

VBS Leadership Commissioning will be held on Sunday, July 16, during the 11 
a.m. worship service.

We will have a “Family Fun Night” on Thursday, July 20, from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. and 
we will need MANY volunteers!

Hero Central VBS will host a video presentation featuring highlights from the week on Friday, July 21, at 11:45 
a.m. in the Sanctuary. All are invited to attend.

On Sunday, July 23,  come to our 9:30 a.m. worship service as we celebrate a week of “Discovering Our 
Strength in God” with our VBS students.  

Volunteers are needed to help with planning, set up, break down, nursery, snacks, crafts, classroom leads, 
apprentices, music team, drama, and other areas. Prayerfully consider how you will be able to help this year! 
Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more information. 

Hero Central VBS Register Now! 

The Ten Commandments Re-imagined!

As July slips away into August, we will be back on more 
familiar ground.  We will gather around the mountain 
where Jesus taught the ten commandments in a whole 
new way. Our human nature draws us to the black and 
white of rules. We prefer to know we stand on the side of 
right, as did our superheroes. We can then leverage our 
position to bring others to our side.  But, it seems Jesus is 
aware of our human nature, and calls us to relate to one 

another in a new 
and different 
way, a much 
messier way, 
a way of love. 
We will long 
to be back in 
the simple 
world of the 
superheroes 
after a few 
weeks of 
challenge from 

Jesus’ teaching 
in the Sermon on the Mount! But being a Christian 
means being open to that challenge, and through it, 
perhaps our hearts will grow. 

Sunday Mornings: Coffee and Church

Summer is the best time of year in the church.  We can 
venture out in new ways, or lay back and just reflect,  all 
while taking in the fullness of God in the relaxed peace 
of a slower pace. What could be better than a Sunday 
morning walk or a bike ride to church, ending with a 
good cup of coffee and a time of worship together? Make 
it a part of your Sunday morning tradition. Come as you 
are to any of our worship services. Enjoy fair trade coffee 
in the Activity Center. We’ll bring the donuts!

There’s nothing better than Summer Sundays at Grace!



It seems that Grace people know a lot of people! 

As part of our "Art of Neighboring" sermon series, those 
in attendance were asked to learn and submit the names 
of their immediate neighbors on a "block map" form 
distributed in the weekly bulletin. The office received 129 
submissions that included more than 2,000 names! That's 
more than 2,000 people for Grace households to love in 
the name of Jesus; more than 2,000 people with whom we 
are called to serve in ministry. And, as a result of these 129 
submissions, $129 has been donated to "charity: water" in 
the name of Grace by an anonymous donor. 

Now comes the fun part — building and/or growing 
relationships with those neighbors. If you'd like help in 
this, please contact Pastor Matthew (matthew.johnson@
peopleofgrace.org).

Master Plan Update

Thank You Grace! 

   While on vacation recently, I decided to take the girls 
to Sunday worship at a friend’s church. (Turns out my 
friend was on vacation too...guess I should have called!) 
We arrived a few minutes before worship was scheduled 
to begin. I entered the church through the side of  the 
building, carrying both girls in my arms. From the 
moment I entered the building until we sat in our pew, 
not a single person greeted us. A few people smiled and 
said, “You have your arms full!” But not a single person 
offered to help me find the sanctuary, restrooms, or 
nursery. As the prelude began, one of the girls needed to 
use the bathroom. We quietly snuck out of the sanctuary 
and for the first time I was greeted by someone--
the Children’s Minister. She pointed me toward the 
bathroom and explained where I could find the nursery. 
Back in the sanctuary, registration pads were passed, but 
none ever came to us. That congregation has NO record 
of me and the girls attending; no opportunity to connect 
with me about my needs or invite me into conversation 
about  ministry together. 

   After the children’s sermon, I decided to take the 
girls to the nursery so I could actually listen to the 
sermon. When we walked into the nursery, I saw about 

Grace Names 2K Neighbors to Love  

   On behalf of the Touch A Truck 
Team, the Children and Family 
Ministry and Grace United Methodist 
Church as a whole, we would like to 
say a heartfelt “Thank You” to every-
one who helped to make this event a 
huge success! 

   We are thankful to Jami Copeland, 
member of Grace, who brought the 
vision for the event.  Thank you, to 
our Pastoral Team and Support Staff 
who supported and participated in the event.  Your 
presence and hands on approach made every visitor 
feel welcomed! 

   We are grateful for every sponsor that brought 
the wonderful trucks, provided entertainment, and 
graciously provided complimentary giveaway items. 

The Grace Projects Team met Tuesday, June 13, to review the 
Grace Master Plan conceptual design progress to date. Of 
key importance is ensuring the Master Plan addresses our 
key needs and interests, based on survey interview input, 
while also positioning Grace for growth and strength into 
the future. Developments to date are exciting, but as always, 
must accommodate diverse viewpoints and perspectives as 
well as uncertainty about how the future will unfold. Next 
steps will be to approve a conceptual design to the architects 
so that cost assessment can begin. A Town Hall event for 
Grace Members to critically review the Master Plan is antici-
pated for July. We'll keep you posted

By John Bodine, Grace Project Team Chair 

Linking to the Library 
Did you know you could access Grace’s Library online? 
Check it our page at www.peopleofgrace.org/library. 

With updated web pages, a visitor can now learn more 
about the Library's history, find a book on the shelves and 
read a review of the newest titles.

Looking for a new book to read? The "Search the Collec-
tion" page allows vistors to view the collection without 
leaving home.  

Ever wonder what resources the library has to assist in 
ministry? The "Services" page offers a way to see all of the 
special collections that are available for use by ministries at 
Grace. This section also shows volunteer opportunities to 
serve God through the Library Ministry of Grace.

Want to know what is happening in the Library?  “Learn 
About Us” is a great way to discover upcoming events 
and  to contact people who can provide answers to unique 
questions about the Library.

Want to help us fill our shelves?  The "Acquisitions"  page  
allows patrons to see what new materials have been added 
to the collection and also to view the “Library Wish List." 
Before making a donation of used or new books, please 
check the Donation Policy section.

Explore Grace Library online and let us know what you 
think! 

Thank You Open Doors Ministry

Welcoming Our Guests 

Dear Grace Church Family, 

   My heart was overwhelmed by the wonderful 
reception the Open Doors Ministry gave my daughter, 
Alison, and her husband, Tom, on their 25th Wedding 
Anniversary. As many of you are aware, Alison has been 
nurtured since kindergarten by many members of Grace 
Church. The love and support of her Sunday School 
teachers, choir directors, confirmation leaders, plus her 
faithful “buddy”, Beth Pletcher, during all her years here 
has resulted in this special anniversary. I thank each and 
every one who has played a part in making this “impos-
sible dream” possible. My gratitude goes out to the Open 
Doors Ministry for encouraging parents of our children 
with Special Needs to believe that God has a plan for the 
future of their children as well. 

Blessings and prayers, 
Barbara Hoch and Family

8 children ages 1-4 playing in a conference room (the church 
is currently remodeling its education wing) with only ONE 
young adult working.In about 15 minutes, I received a text 
from the nursery worker, just as the sermon ended, saying 
the girls were crying and that I needed to come get them. 
I decided this was a good time to make our exit from the 
church. I grabbed our things, picked up the girls, and we left. 

   I share this story to say that I hope this experience would 
never happen to a visitor at Grace. In order to make sure that 
it doesn't, there are a few things that each of us can do to be 
more welcoming. 

1. Greet ALL people, especially those you don't know with a
smile and “good morning”.

2. Be sure to share the Friendship Pads in worship with
everyone in your pew so that we can have an opportunity to
reach out and be in ministry together.

3. If someone asks you where something is, do your best to
take them there rather than just point them in the general
direction.

   I invite and challenge you to be prepared to welcome our 
guests! 

Thank you to the United Methodist Women for baking 
and helping kids decorate “tire cookies”. 

   Thank you to Ruth and Jenn Wills, who 
partnered with the Children and Family 
Council to host a “snacks for mission” 
table which raised funds for Faith Build 
2017.  

   Last but not least, thank you to the 
many volunteers from our  congregation 
who stepped forward without hesitation. 
Volunteers packaged popcorn, made name 
badges, monitored the grounds, directed 
traffic, helped visitors park and find re-

strooms. At the end of the day, our wonderful volunteers 
turned around and made sure the grounds were back to 
normal.

   It truly takes a village and thank God for our Grace Vil-
lage!  The Touch A Truck Team looks forward to doing it 
again, next year!  

By Pastor Tammy Scott

Did you know? All of Grace’s
Sunday services now stream LIVE 
via www.peopleofgrace.org/live.  
Join us no matter where you are!


