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by Pastor Cindy Marino

  In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Baby Boomers 
were becoming parents. This generation, (currently 
in their 60s) rebelled against the institution of church 
just as they had any other 
institution their parents built 
or supported.
  Some innovative churches 
began offering creative 
contemporary worship 
services in order to win 
boomers back to church; 
think “Willow Creek” or 
Yellow Box. 
  And it worked. Many 
boomers found a place 
where they could “do church 
differently” and still raise 
their children in Sunday 
School just as they had been 
raised. 
  There was a difference, 
however. The children 
of boomers experienced 
Sunday School at the same 
time their parents were in 
worship. That trend spread 
to traditional congregations 
as well, including Grace. It 
was a one-hour opportunity 
for the family, but left out 
one important element, 
the children were never in 
worship. 
   While the one-hour movement worked in many 
ways, its legacy, according to Tim Wright in Sunday 
Schooling our Kids Out of Church, is the most un-
churched generation in the last few hundred years.* A 
couple of things have become clear:

• We haven’t made the home the primary place of 
faith formation.
• Today’s young parents have no touch points that 
connect them with worship.

  This isn’t to say that the 
church has done anything 
wrong, but just that we need 
to pay attention and adjust 
as needed. 
   At Grace, this means 
we are looking carefully at 
our overall programming 
to see how we can 
better incorporate kids 
into worship, and how 
we might provide more 
intergenerational mission 
and fellowship opportunities 
(such as Side x Side). 
   Where do you see 
opportunities to love and 
nurture children into the life 
of the church as you know 
it? How can Grace better 
support young parents as 
they bring children into this 
ever-changing world?
   This foundational role of 
church, to nurture people in 
their relationship with Christ 
and others, is one we take 
seriously. I would love to 
hear your comments. Email 
me, drop off a note, or set 

up a time to come for some conversation.

*(Wright, Tim. Sunday Schooling Our Kids Out of 
Church: The True Story of How One Congregation 
Dropped Sunday School To Save its Soul)

All in the Family: “One-Hour Model” and the Future
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by Harold Workman

   This book 
has just been 
added to the 
GUMC library.  
Author Robbie 
Castleman 
provides 
insight and 
suggestions 
for making the 
church worship 
service an adventure for your child, 
and to provide reduced worry for 
the parent.
   Worship, Castleman writes, 
is “the most important thing 
you can ever train your child to 
do.” So with infectious passion, 
nitty-gritty advice, and a touch 
of humor, she shows you how to 
help your children (from toddlers 
to teenagers) enter into worship. 
She knows there’s more to church 
for kids than trying out their new 
coloring books. Children are at 
church for the same reason as 
their parents: for the privilege of 
worshiping God.
   This is a good read even if you 
have no children at home anymore. 
It is actually a great narrative on 
the importance of worship for all of 
us, and much more that an how-to-
do-it book. 
   The hints are interesting. For 
example, it suggests counting the 
bricks on the wall as an in-church 
divergence. Gee, I’ve counted 
organ pipes many times for the 
same reason. 
   The book’s call number is 249 
CAS.

Library: 
Parenting 
in the Pews

   Chamus Burnside-Savazzini has 
been hired by Grace Church’s Staff-
Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
to serve as the Director of Children’s 
Faith Formation. A faithful member 
of Grace and former president of its 
United Methodist Women (UMW), 
Chamus is described by SPRC Chair 
Robin Schmuckal  as “Energetic and 
inspiring.” 
   She has classroom experience, is a 
charter member of the Alpha Alpha 
Sigma Zeta chapter of the Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, and is a graduate of St. 
Augustine’s College (NC). Chamus, 
along with her husband Ed and 
daughter Luisa, live in Plainfield.
   Chamus begins July 11, and will work along side Interim Director 
Missy Hoekstra-Hecht, who has been planning curriculum, programs, 
and activities for the coming months since Margaret Harrison’s 
retirement at the end of May. Missy’s interim work ends August 7.
   For more information on the hire and Grace’s goal of “establishing 
a world-class Sunday School program,” contact Pastor Cindy (Cindy.
Marino@peopleofgrace.org), Vision Team co-chair John Bodine 
(jbodine519@gmail.com), or SPRC Chair Robin Schmuckal (Robin.
Schmuckal@gmail.com).

Children’s Ministry Director Hired
by John Bodine | Visions Team Co-Chair

   Grace Connect – it’s a name that 
will become increasingly familiar 
over the next several months as 
implementation continues for our 
new church data system. 
   We are moving from an aging, 
relatively inflexible system for 
communications and maintaining 
information for our members, to 
one that provides 
many channels of 
accessibility and 
great functionality 
for facilitating 
church activities. 
   Since 
March, a small 
Implementation 
Team (Cindy 
Marino, Tammy 
Scott, Sharon 
Ferguson, Jill 
Hruska, Phyllis 
Pepiot, Gaye-Lynn 
Loufek, and John 
Bodine ) has been 
working and training to configure 
and learn the system before 
gradually expanding the scope of 
users to Church Staff, Lay Leaders, 
and eventually all Members. 
   Key features include links that 
can be built between our Grace 
website and Grace Connect 
that can enable automated 
forms for registration, feedback, 
or contributions, as well as 
dynamically publishing elements of 
the Church Calendar. 
   Communications with members 
and visitors will be greatly 
enhanced through integration of 
social media, texting and easy 
access to Group or Committee 
members and shared information. 

   Toward the September time 
frame, we anticipate enabling 
members to log in to the 
system to check their personal 
contributions report, indicate 
preferences and interests for 
volunteering, and to schedule and 
plan Group activities. 
  Some key milestones:
• May 11, 2016: Data Migration is 

completed transferring data into 
the new system

• June 10, 2016: Grace Groups 
are set up and Group Members 
populated

• June 16, 2016: roll out to 
additional staff with training on 
Group processes

• June 23, 2016: Check-In process 
is automated for Hope @ Home 
participants

• July 18-22, 2016: Check-In 
process is automated for VBS 
adult and teen helpers 

• August, 2016: roll out to key Lay 
Leaders for Group facilitation

• September, 2016: roll out to 
members
   New leaders are being hired for 
our Children and Family programs, 
and our Children & Family Council 
continues its work to transform and 
energize our current offerings. 
   Missy Hoekstra-Hecht has joined 
the staff as a temporary Children’s 
Education Director for the summer, 

and will be 
succeeded by 
Chamus Burnside-
Savazzini.
   Church Staff 
have also been 
joined by Mark 
Himel as a “Local 
Pastor” to focus 
on a “Grace 
Connections 
Ministry,” 
proactively 
strengthening 
relationships 
amongst church 
members, 

facilitating accelerated assimilation 
of new members, and reaching out 
to visitors. 
   Church Council has also 
approved formation of a Visions 
Project Team that will be charged 
over about a six-month time 
frame to evaluate, assess, and 
prioritize project ideas that have 
accumulated over the last year.
   Some projects are pure 
maintenance, while others are 
strategic, derived from Visions 
recommendations for making 
Grace a magnet and a place to be.  
   We’ll work to balance large and 
small, strategic versus essential, 
and urgency against doing things 
in the right time. 

Visions Update: Get Ready for Grace Connect
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by Pastor Tammy Scott

Many of us look 
forward to the church 
picnic each summer as 
a time to gather as a 
community and cele-
brate the life and min-
istries of Grace Church. 
However, each year we 
hear from people who would love to help, but are unable due to 
summer travel plans or other obligations. So, this year, rather than 
trying to cram in a picnic in the middle of summer, we will instead 
host an Ice Cream Social after church on Sunday, August 28 as way to 
welcome everyone back to the routines of fall. Back to School — Back 
to Church! Use this as an opportunity to invite a friend, family 
member, or neighbor to worship and then have them stay for Ice 
Cream! Mark your calendars now, and stay tuned to August Grace 
Notes for more details.

Ice Cream Social August 28


