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Bob Poland 
Retires 
(Really!)   
 

Some months ago, 
Grace Business Man-
ager Bob Poland an-
nounced his retire-
ment after many 
years of faithful ser-
vice to Grace 
Church.  Arriving at 
the office at 6:00 a.m. 
and often staying un-
til 8:00 p.m. or long-
er, Bob was as much 

a fixture of Grace as, say, our steeple.  However, as the 
many transitions at Grace would have it, Bob wasn’t as free 
to go as we thought.   
 

Ever the humble servant (emphasis on humble), Bob 
stepped up to fill in the many places he was needed when 
Pastor Tammy went on maternity leave and through other 
changes at Grace.  Formerly under his charge, I tried to 
pretend he wasn’t really here in his “retirement,” but I 
knew he was and that I could call on him if I got in a pinch 

or had a question 
about anything.   
To say I’m sad to 
see him really go is 
quite the under-
statement.  I will 
sincerely miss 
Bob’s kindness, 
composure, quiet 
dignity, and grace 
under pressure—
and there was a lot of it!   
 

I will also miss his many witty comments, expressions, and 
quips.  When he bequeathed me the fan in his office as he 
was clearing it out for the last time (I called him one day 

and whined that it was hot in 
my office, so he lent me his 
fan), he said:  “This will re-
mind you of me every time it 
blows hot air.”  Indeed, it 
will remind me of him, but 
not for the hot air.  It will be 
for the kind gesture for 
which he is famous...and 
loved by many around these 
parts.    
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Keeping It Real With Pastor Cindy Marino 
20 Questions With Our New 
Senior Pastor 
On July 11 and 12, Rev. Cindy Marino 
will be in the Grace Church pulpit for 
the first time.  Please attend worship 
this weekend and welcome her to our 
Grace family!  In her own family, Pas-
tor Cindy has two sons, John and 
Dustin, and two grandchildren, Ryne 
(7) and Teagan (4).  Here are some 
off-the-cuff answers from a woman 
who doesn’t take herself too seriously, 
but is seriously committed to serving 
God and the people of Grace: 
 

I’m excited to join Grace  
because… 
Of all the great staff and people. 
 

The members of Grace can 
help me by… 
Being open-minded and wearing 
their nametags! 
 

Churches are successful 
when… 
They’re always looking to see what 
God is already doing and asking 
how they can participate in that. 
 

People share Christ when 
they… 
Know Christ. 
 

I believe strongly in… 
The strength and power of God 
working through community. 
 

If I were not a pastor, I would 
be… 
A dog trainer (Pastor Cindy has 
two labradoodles, Sophie and Sam). 
 

If I could go anywhere in the 
world it would be… 
The beach, though I should say the 
Holy Land! 

I felt called to  
ministry when… 
(long pause)  My life was 
a mess! 
 

Three words that  
describe me are… 
Determined; a bit ab-
sent-minded; hope-filled. 
 

I can do (fill in the 
blank) really well… 
Bake chocolate cookies. 
 

I wish I could do (fill 
in the blank) better… 
Translate Biblical Greek. 
 

One of my greatest 
joys is… 
Seeing people realize 
how much God loves them.   
 

I get frustrated when… 
It becomes more about the task 
and less about the person. 
 

One thing I’ve realized over 
the years is… 
My view of success and failure is 
not the same as God’s view. 
 

Something I think is  
funny is… 
That I’m a pastor—evidence 
of God’s sense of humor! 
 

Something that is  
challenging for me is… 
Learning names… and wiping 
Sam’s feet! 
 

What I like about  
Naperville so far is… 
All the wonderful parks and 
trees. 
 

 
 

What I did for the 4th of July 
was… 
Spend time with my grandchildren. 
 

What you didn’t ask that I’d 
like people to know is… 
I’m so grateful for the opportunity 
to serve Grace, and I’m excited 
about working together with others 
for the glory of God. 

Pastor Cindy’s labradoodles, Sophie and Sam, 
in their new home at the Torrington parson-
age. 



 

2  July 2015 

Work is continu-
ing on the HVAC 
Project, with the 
cooling system 
fully installed, 
though not yet 

fully configured from a control point of 
view. We’ve, therefore, had some ups 
and downs on temperature settings for 
various parts of the building, and we 
appreciate your patience in that area.  
 

The heating system is being installed 
and should be mostly completed this 
month. The final components will in-
clude humidity control for the Sanctu-
ary, for comfort and to protect the 
organ, and dehumidification for Fellow-
ship Hall to eliminate the dampness so 
often noticed there. 
 

We will continue hefty payments for 
the HVAC System of $80,000 per 
month through September; we have 
three months and $240,000 to go! 
 

We need everyone’s help to make 
sure we have the funds on hand to 
keep up the payments. We ask 
for everyone to accelerate pledge 
payments to now if possible, ra-
ther than stretching them out or 
waiting until later in the year.  
 

We have sufficient funds pledged for 
the project, but receipts have been 
coming in at an average of $21,000 per 
month, less by a factor of four than 
what we need to pay out. 
 

Though generational behaviors and 
habits continue to evolve with the 
times, and there are occasional ques-
tions of the importance of a “brick and 
mortar” church, my discoveries during 
these various capital projects have ce-
mented my appreciation for the role 
our church plays. As well as the many 
dark nooks and crannies and hidden 
spaces that I’ve come across, I’ve 
found many more that shine, oh, so 
brightly, for our congregation and  

community. 
 

We are a resource for tutoring, for 
gatherings of healing, for mission plan-
ning and mobilization, for local com-
munity organizations to gather and 
plan and provide services for their 
members, from Boy Scouts to quilting 
societies to local elections and School 
District 203. Our Grace is a founda-
tion which supports multi-faceted ac-
tivities throughout our community and 
serves our purpose of reaching out, as 
well as reaching in, and making a differ-
ence. We need to keep this Founda-
tion welcoming, serviceable, and well 
suited for our Mission – to Gather, 
Grow, and Go. 
 

New pledges are always welcome 
as well as upticks in existing 
pledges. You know they will be 
put to good use!  Thanks, Grace 
members, for enabling this work of 
maintaining our Firm Foundation for 
changing the world. 

Help Us Increase Our Cash Flow!  By John Bodine, Building Committee Chair 

It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since I joined the minis-
try team at Grace. And in the same breath it’s hard to be-
lieve it’s only been a year! I cannot say enough about the 
warm welcome that Derrick and I have received here at 
Grace, and the outpouring of love and support for Hannah 
and Haylee has been incredible!  
 

Vacation Bible School, Pastor Matthew joining the team, 
wedding at Wrigley, CROP Walk, Christmas at Grace, 
Feed the Need, birth and baptism of the girls, and the re-
tirements of Pastor Bob and Bob Poland are just a few of 
the stand-out moments for me this past year. Thank you 
for a wonderful year! I am looking forward to many more 
years of exciting ministry to come.  
 

You may remember me asking you to wear your nametags 
last summer.  Well, I am asking you to be intentional about 
wearing them once again. As we welcome Pastor Cindy 
into our ministry, it will be helpful on Sunday mornings if 

we are wearing nametags to help 
her get to know us. Wearing our 
nametags is also helpful for visitors 
and for all of us to get to know new 
people at Grace (and maybe some 
not so new!).  
 

This summer would also be a great 
time to invite a friend, neighbor, or 
family member to Grace. With Pas-
tor Cindy’s arrival comes the per-
fect opportunity to reach out to a former Grace friend and 
invite them to check us out again.  It is also the perfect oc-
casion to invite someone to Grace for the first time. 
Whether you bring a friend or come yourself, we look for-
ward to creating many shared memories in worship, at our 
church picnic, in the halls of Grace, and out in the streets 
of Naperville this summer! 

A Year In Review  By Pastor Tammy Scott 

Don’t Let Our Reception Ministry Go to the Dogs! 
The Grace main office is always in need of men and women to serve as receptionists week-
ly and monthly on Sundays and to be the first face of Grace! Now that our faithful recep-
tionist Ellen Burrows is moving away, we are especially in need of volunteers to serve once 
per month on Sunday mornings, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., and someone to serve on Thursday 
mornings, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Volunteers will be trained, and no computer skills are neces-
sary.  Contact Joan Williams, 331-454-6766, or Sharon Ferguson at 630-355-1748, x. 3223. 
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Crib Needed   
If you or someone you know 
has a crib that could be do-
nated to a refugee family, 
please contact Barbara 
Maxson at 630-515-8660.  
Crib must be in good condi-
tion and up to current stand-
ards (no moveable sides). 
 

Dinners For Eight! 
Sign-ups for “Dinners For 
Eight” continue now through 
August 1 in the church office.  
This fun group of people of 
all ages, couples or singles, 
meets for dinner and great 
conversation four times per 
year.  Hosts open their 
homes just once, preparing 
the main entree, while other 
participants bring side dishes.  
Contact Alice 
Mann at 630-
369-5455. 

Healing Worship  
Saturday evening healing 
worship services are sched-
uled for July 11 and July 18, 
5:00 p.m. in the Activity Cen-
ter with Pam Riley-Valesh.  
Join with fellow worshipers 
in an intimate circle of 
friends, and let the touch of 
sacred, anointing oils comfort 
and strengthen you.   
 

Scleroderma Walk   
Grace Member Edie North-
field, who heads the sclero-
derma support group at 
Grace, reminds us that the 
Naperville Scleroderma Sup-
port Group is holding its 2nd 
annual fundraising walk, 
“Reason to Rock,” on July 
26 at the Kane County Cou-
gars ballpark from 12:00-3:00 
p.m.  Come out for an after-
noon of walking around the 
ball field, food, music, a car 

show, and raffles.  Last year, 
over $23,000 was raised for 
research and education about 
this life-threatening disease.  
For more information, to 
register and/or support this 
cause, visit 
www.reasontorock.org.   
 

Neighbors In Need  
The nearby Hobson Village 
subdivision has launched a 
program to assist seniors 
and/or those who are ill or 
disabled with yard work.  
Volunteers help people by 
raking leaves, trimming bush-
es, planting flowers, and do-
ing general yard clean-up.  
Depending on the availability 
of volunteers for “Neighbors 
In Need,” this program can 
also include minor outside 
repairs, such as fixing a mail-
box.  The work takes place 
the first three weekends in 

November and May.  If you 
would like to volunteer, ei-
ther individually or as a fami-
ly, contact Jim Hill at 630-
961-9463 or 
jamesdhill@wowway.com.   
 

Human Trafficking 
DVD Available   
For those who were unable 
to attend a very important 
program on human trafficking 
April 26, DVD’s are available 
in the church library (Room 
223).  Human trafficking is a 
crime of modern day slavery, 
involving either forced sexual 
activity or labor, that affects 
children and teens all over 
the world.  You might be 
surprised to learn that it hap-
pens right here in our com-
munity, too.  Visit the Grace 
Library and check it out! 

Youth In Grades 6-12:  Check out all the fun Open GYM activities this 
summer!  Visit peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministry to download consent 
forms and further information about these outings.  Consent forms are 
due NOW in the youth office, so check it out today!  Invite your friends! 

Iptu!Gbnjmz!!
Offefe!gps!!
Bgsjdbo!Hjsm!
Children’s Medical Mission is 
looking for a host family for 
approximately 3-6 months 
for a little girl (under a year) 
from Africa who is coming to 
the Chicago area to undergo 
surgery.  The host family 
would take the child to and 
from doctors’ visits and sur-
gery, provide food, clothing 
and diapers, and update the 
child’s legal guardian, Tammy 
Shobe, regularly on her pro-
gress.  There is no other  
financial commitment, nor is 
there any compensation pro-
vided.  The surgery and hos-
pital stay will take place at 
Children’s Advocate Hospital 
in Oak Lawn.  For more in-
formation, visit 
www.cmmwest.com, or  
contact Pastor Tammy Scott 
(630-355-1748, ext. 3226, or 
deacontammy@ 
peopleofgrace.org).   
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While on my first trip to 
Lithuania, our group was  
offered a tour of a small vil-
lage outside the city where 
we were based. Initially, I 
was excited. Understanding 
the present context was im-
portant to me, and the villag-
es were steeped in it. But as 
we stepped out of the van I 
was a bit afraid. I was sure 
we stood out like bright or-
ange traffic cones as we 
sauntered down the street.  
It made me very uncomforta-
ble.  Although I was with a 
small group of people, I felt 
exposed and vulnerable. 
 

As we arrived at a canola 
farm at the end of the road 
and a few of us were admir-
ing the flowers planted at the 
corner of the property, the 
farmer noticed us. He began 
to approach very quickly.  
I wanted to run. But as he 
came closer, we saw his 

arms were extended as if he 
wanted to embrace us all at 
once!  Excitedly, he directed 
us to follow him up the path 
toward the house and barns. 
His wife came out to greet 
us with the same enthusiasm. 
They spoke briefly and she 
quickly went back into the 
house. He showed us around 
the farm for about 20 
minutes and then led us into 
their home. His wife had 
been preparing a feast of 
fresh strawberries, cakes and 
cookies, all of which were 
set out (along with every 
chair they owned) in their 
living room. They poured us 
coffee and tea.  We ate. 
 

Then the question came via 
our translator: “So, who are 
you?”  While that kind of 
radical hospitality is still in-
grained in Lithuanian culture 
(and many other nations, for 
that matter), it is downright 

foreign to us. Oddly enough, 
the concept of radical hospi-
tality—opening one’s life to 
the stranger—is deeply root-
ed in the culture of our faith. 
When the three visitors 
came to Abraham and Sarah, 
they were welcomed with 
more bread than their family 
could have eaten in a month. 
When Jesus is invited to dine 
with the Pharisees, he chal-
lenges them to do the same 
for those who cannot repay. 
 

How do we practice that 
kind of radical hospitality in 
our own lives as Christians 
and as members of the 
church community? What 
would happen if every 
stranger who approached us 
were lavished upon like my 
group was by that farming 
couple? What if we were 
intentional about inviting 
those who may challenge our 
resources and ideals? I don’t 

think it 
would 
take long 
before 
we’d 
make 
use of 
every 
shut-
tered 
store in the city to accom-
modate all who felt like they 
finally belonged somewhere.  
 

But I’m getting ahead of my-
self.  Maybe we start with 
the empty seat next to us 
this Sunday in worship...or 
tomorrow morning for cof-
fee, Monday for lunch, or 
next week for dinner. 
 

If nothing else, you’ll give 
somebody a story like 
mine…and they will tell it 
forever. 

Radical Hospitality   By Pastor Matthew Johnson 

Changes In the Grace Notes News Schedule 
If you are a news contributor to Grace Notes, please be aware that beginning with the August 2015 issue, our publication 
schedule will shift up a week.  The purpose of this is so that each month’s newsletter will arrive closer to the end of the 
previous month or at the beginning of the current month.  Please take note of the new production schedule, beginning 
next month:  For August, submit news by July 28 (this is later to allow more time between submissions for the July and Au-
gust issues); for September, August 25; for October, Sept. 22; for November, Oct. 20; for December, Nov. 24. 

A Grace  
History In  
Bibles 

By Harold Workman 
 

There are many Bibles in our church.  Every room has sev-
eral.  But the most interesting Bibles are those donated to 
Grace over the years, stored on shelves in the Chapel.  
There are about 13 Bibles which are very large, about 11 
inches by 11 by 11.  These are the traditional family Bibles, 
often containing family genealogies, and are probably used 
only a few times per year at special occasions.   
 

All of these Bibles, printed in the years 1883-1915, are ex-
tremely fragile.  Thanks to their size, fragility, and a sense of 
family tradition, they have been donated to our church by 
long-time families of Grace.  If you pull one out to thumb 

through it, it will fall apart.  In addi-
tion to these Bible, there are other 
interesting books in the Chapel.  
The oldest is an 1805 book, Light 
of Nature Pursued.  There are also 
several German language books, 
for portions of Naperville were 
originally German speaking.  One 
book of interest is a 1918 cate-
chism book, with the catechism 
questions written in both English 
and German, with English on the left page and  
German on the right.  The Chapel contains a microcosm of 
our church history in its book collection. 
 
“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 
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Church Picnic July 19! 
Get Your Tickets NOW! 
Don’t miss our annual All-Church Picnic, this year on Sun-
day, July 19!  Fun for the whole family!  Tickets are on sale 
in the Activity Center July 12 and in the church office during 
the week.  Let’s celebrate a great week of Vacation Bible 
School and the arrival of our new Senior Pastor, Rev. Cindy 
Marino.  Also, our friends from Trinity UMC will be at the 
picnic and in worship with us at 11:00 a.m. on July 19.  Let’s 
make them all feel welcome!   
 

“Suds On Sunday”  
Rain Date July 19 
It used to be a joke among staff 

that Business Manager Bob Poland 
was in charge of good weather for our 
outdoor Grace events.  This year, 
Youth Ministry’s “Suds On Sunday” 

car wash in June was rained out.  Quipped Bob, 
“That’s why they fired me.” (Just for the record, 
Bob was not fired; he served us above and beyond 
the call of duty for many years and has finally gotten 
the opportunity to retire—see back page).  We’re 
giving the car wash a splash again on Sunday, July 
19, 8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the lower parking lot.  
Just follow the signs, and our youth and a few re-
sponsible adults will wash your car while you wor-
ship!  Free-will donations will help recoup the costs 
of our 2015 Side-by-Side mission.  Please note:  if 
you are NOT planning to have your car washed, 
please park in the upper (main) parking lot.     

HAVE YOU PAID FOR VBS YET?   
Vacation Bible School at Grace is July 13-17.  If you have not yet paid the $30/child fee, please do so BEFORE July 13 in 

the main church office.  Please make checks payable to Grace UMC.  Contact Margaret Harrison with any questions.   

The Church and 
Society Ministry 
If you have parked in the back 
of the church or gazed out 

the window from the Activity 
Center kitchen, you have probably noticed our church gar-
den.  Grace's Church and Society Committee strives to in-
crease environmental awareness in the church and sponsors 
a variety of activities, such as promoting recycling in Sunday 
school classrooms and at the church picnic—those plastic 
ice cream dishes are #6 plastic and are recyclable at special 
locations.  Watch for our special collection bins at the picnic 
on July 19!  We sell Fair Trade coffee, tea and chocolate in 
the Activity Center at least quarterly; these items are pur-
chased through United Methodist Committee on Relief and 
sold to church members at cost.  This enables small farmers 
to make a fair living by creating a more direct relationship 
between consumers and farmers.  Similarly, we sponsor a 

Christmas bazaar in early  
December with unique, 
hand-crafted items that 
benefit the poor and un-
derserved, in both the 
U.S. and afar.  Currently, 
we are caring for our 
garden; in the late sum-
mer and fall we will offer 
the produce to church 
members for monetary 
donations, which will be 
given to Loaves and Fishes food pantry.  We welcome sur-
plus garden produce from members’ gardens as well.  In the 
past few years, free will donations have amounted to $300 
for Loaves and Fishes.  We always welcome new members; 
if these activities interest you, or if you have new ideas in 
line with our committee's interests, please contact me at 
green.tschirhart@gmail.com.   

MINISTRY IN MOTION!MINISTRY IN MOTION!  
JULY FEATUREJULY FEATURE  

By Jaci Green-Tschirhart 

Tony St. John tends to the Grace 
Church vegetable garden. 
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Side x Side 
2015 (June  
13-21) was all 
about being 
anchored…
anchored in 

the hope God provides, firm 
and secure.  Each day during 
the week, as tradition would 
have it, we shared in morn-
ing devotionals, time with 
our prayer partners, prayed 
for our shareholders and 
Grace/community prayer 
partners from home, played 
silly games—we even had 
four of our own resident 

Sumo wrestlers!—had wor-
ship, shared meals and, oh 
yes, we worked in the glori-
ous sun and 95-degree heat 
wearing jeans, t-shirts and 
work boots. 

 

God was present in ways 
we could have never imag-
ined.  We were called to 
Pensacola to build wheel-
chair ramps and stairs to 
enter dwellings, repair 
roofs, create a youth room 
and a Christmas room in a 
thrift store at a Methodist 
Church, clear brush and 
vines, repair siding, feed the 
hungry, and listen.   
   

A few favorite moments 
from the week are centered 
on “being the change.”  On 
Monday evening, we visited 
Johnson Beach in Perdido 

Key, FL, for our evening 
devotion and silly game.  
After a competitive game of 
tug of war at the water’s 
edge, we shared in a devo-
tional about how the sand 
shifts when we walk at the 
water’s edge, never to re-
sume its exact configuration 
again.  Tiny bottles on a 
piece of rope were filled 
with sand by each person as  
a reminder that it is within 
everyone’s power to change 
the world.  Quickly that 
phrase began to be repeat-
ed:  “change the world.”  

 

Another memory of pure 
joy was when a family was 
able to bring their loved one 
out of his home to visit with 
the rest of the family be-
cause our Side x Side team 
had removed the un-level 
sidewalk (with sledge ham-
mers in the Florida heat!) 
and replaced it with a brand 
new one.  
 

A backyard 
patio garden 
was created 
by one of 
our young 
adult ladies.  
At first 
glance, 
there was 
no sign of a 
patio, much 
less anything 
that resem-

bled a place of respite and 
solitude.  Her comment 
was, “I wish we had more 
time.  We could turn this 
into a beautiful place for 
them.”  With that, she pro-
ceeded to use whatever 
plants were removed from 
the front yard, relocate 
them and other plantings 
from the overgrown back-
yard, and transplant them 
around the patio she discov-
ered once brush had been 
removed and a power wash-
er was used. Enlisting the 
help of team members, she 
created a beautiful patio 
complete with potted plants, 

a fence trellis, and a tree-
scape from the rubble.  The 
result was something right 
out of a southern backyard 
movie clip.  Change? When 
anchored in God’s hope for 
a future, yes, it can be 
good!  
 

Side x Side is not just one 
week of our life; it is part 
of our journey.  Thank you 
to all who helped make our 
Side x Side 

trip to 
Pensacola 
possible.  
We truly 
appreciate 
your  
support!   

Anchored on Side-by-Side and In God’s Hope  By Gaye Lynn Loufek 

“My friends had been trying to get me 
to go on Side-by-Side for a long time 
and I had always put off this trip and 
made excuses not to go.  I am so upset 
with myself because I knew that I 
wanted to help families in Pensacola 
and grow a closer relationship with God!  
As soon as I got to the nightly worships 
and met the families we helped and saw 
their expressions, I knew I had made 
the right decision. 
  —Emma Stuart 

“I’d never been on Side-by-Side before and I 
don’t go to Grace, so I didn’t know what to 
expect.  It was such a great experience, I’m 
already talking to my friends about going with 
me next year!  I loved meeting the 
homeowners and seeing how our work was 
actually going to help someone.  The 
Pensacola community was very welcoming, 
and the Grace group was not at all cliquey.” 
   —Hattie Goodwin 

“The gulf was 
beautiful and was 
such a strong 
reminder of the 
greatness of our 
God and creation, 
of which we are all 
a part. The trip was 
outstanding! 
      —John Dudich 

Side-by-Side 
2015 

Pensacola, FL 
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All God’s Creatures  
Great and Small 

              Our People 
 Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Jan Fromholz, sister of Bobbi Khant 
Edith “Anna” Raile, grandmother of Aimee Barbeau 
Jim Shugh, former husband of Lynne Shugh and father of Kelly, 
Scott and Brett Shugh 
David Williams, cousin of Alice Mann 

      Celebrations and Congratulations 

Ed Wolak celebrates his 103rd 
birthday on July 11; send greetings 
to Edward Wolak, 29W491 Laurel 
Dr., Naperville, IL  60564 
Edith Toms celebrates her 90th 
birthday on July 16; send greetings 
to 6S344 Greenwich Ct., Naper-
ville, IL  60540 
Chuck Biegel celebrates his 90th  
birthday on July 17; please send greetings to 601 Beaconsfield 
Ave., Naperville, IL 60565 
Juanita Burney celebrates her 96th birthday on July 27; please 
send greetings to 1101 31st. St., Peru, IL  61354 
Sara Grace Shin, daughter of Alison and David Shin and 
granddaughter of Barb and Dave LeMaster, was born June 12 
Carson Hanrath and Lisa French were married May 30 
Nicholas Muscato and Lauren Fanning were married in 
Louisville, KY, on June 19 
Pam Riley and Geoge Valesh were married on June 20 
Stephen Scharafin and Rachel Bartell were married in 
Fort Wayne, IN, on June 27 
Sarah and John Reid recently celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary 
Scott Himel (pictured) was ordained as 
an Elder in the United Methodist Church 
on June 16 
 

This monthly column celebrates God’s great and small, bright 
and beautiful, whether they are your beloved domestic pets 
or creatures you’ve seen in your backyard, at a park, on va-
cation, on safari, etc.  Please send your photos with a “bio-
like” description either of your pet(s) or an explanation of 
where the photo was taken and any relevant details.  Please 
do not send photos that were not taken either by you or 
someone you personally know—no Internet downloads, 
please!  You are encouraged to send your photos and “bio’s” 
to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org., or drop them in the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb.  Photos will be returned upon 
request.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The House family found Libby online from a rescue group 
called The Almost Home Foundation.  “She has been a won-
derful part of the House family for nine years,” says Kris.  
“We believe we hit the lottery when she transitioned so 
quickly and so well into our family.  Libby is our ‘unofficial’ 
therapy dog.  She is so gentle with all of the little neighbor-
hood kids and is always eager to hop in the car and visit 
Grandma Betty Rickleff at Brookdale Senior Living Center.  
Libby brings so much love and joy into our lives every day.  
She is our little blessing!” 

Libby 

Ed 
Wolak 
Turns 
103! 

Good Bye, Ellen Burrows!  We’ll Miss You! 
For some people, it’s 
hard to find the 
words to adequately 
thank them for their 
service and dedica-
tion.  Long-time 
Grace member and 
Napervillian Ellen 
Burrows is one such 
person.  Ellen served our reception ministry on Sunday 
mornings and Thursday afternoons (and several other days!) 
for many years and has been a faithful, outspoken supporter 
of our Grace music, youth, and other ministries over the 
years.  She and her late husband, Oliver, are icons of Grace 
Church; while Ollie’s presence is already missed, Ellen’s will 
soon be too.  She is moving to Pennsylvania to be closer to 
her daughter.  Lucky for the United Methodist churches in 
that area…here comes Ellen!  


