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“When I announced I 
was retiring, people 
asked me if anything 
was wrong.  I told 
them, ‘Yes, I’m an old 
man!’,” said Parish Pas-
tor Bill Bryan in his 
characteristically comi-
cal way.  Quickly, his 
grin turned pensive, 
and Bill explained that 
the reason for his de-
parture from Grace for 
the second time (he 
was Associate Pastor 
here from 1968-1972, 
then returned as part-
time Parish Pastor in 
1999) is that, after 
serving various church-
es since retiring from 
full-time pastoring in 
1996, he feels it’s simp-
ly time to scale back.  

In 2006, an interim 
pastorate at Naperville 
Christian Church that 
was to be a three-
month commitment 
turned into 14 months, 
all while Pastor Bill was 
fulfilling his duties here 
at Grace as well.   
Indeed, perhaps he 
does deserve a break.   
 

Are feet propped in 
front of the TV in Pas-
tor Bill’s future?  Not 
likely; he is quick to say 
that if he gets a chance 
to preach, he will.  
“The two things about 
ministry I like best are 
teaching and preach-
ing.” In addition to his 
years in the pulpit, Pas-
tor Bill also taught  
numerous Bible stud-
ies, including the  

Disciple series, and a 
class comparing Roman 
Catholicism with Unit-
ed Methodism.  “That 
was a way to help the 
many people in our 
congregation who 
were raised Catholic,” 
he said.   
 

Writing is another of 
Pastor Bill’s lifelong 
passions.  Inspired by 
an uncle who was a 
writer, Bill has wanted 
to put pen to paper 
since he was a child.  
“My dad was a com-
plex person who rarely 
had conversations with 
me.  But he said he’d 
like to see me write,” 
he said.  “That has al-
ways been in my spir-
it.”   
 

To some degree, Pas-
tor Bill has fulfilled his 
dream; his book Ham’s 
Christmas Communion 
was published as well 
as a poem, Altar and the 
Gift.  Many have en-
joyed Pastor Bill’s 
thoughtful poems and 
devotions in our annual 
Lenten booklet over 
the years, and anyone 
who has spent any 
time with him knows 
he could write an en-
tire book drawing sole-
ly from his wit and wis-
dom.   
 

“I like to make people 
laugh,” said Bill, “and it 
doesn’t hurt to have a 

sense of humor in pas-
toral work.”  While his 
father wasn’t particu-
larly warm, according 
to Bill, his whole nucle-
ar family liked to tell 
jokes.  “My father was 
also very passionate 
about politics; he 
would argue fiercely 
with his friends.  Trips 
to town when I was a 
child were often em-
barrassing, but never 
dull!” chuckled Bill.   
 

Humor notwithstand-
ing, Bill believes his 
special gift as a pastor 
is communication in 
both the sense of con-
ducting worship ser-
vices as well as one-to-
one interaction.  
“Listening is half of 
communication,” said 
the clergyman who has 
counseled many people 
over the years, particu-
larly married couples.  
Who better to offer 
marital advice than a 
man married nearly 63 
years to the love of his 
life, Erma Bryan?  “Like 
all couples, we’ve had 
to work on our mar-
riage,” said Bill candid-
ly.  “We have devel-
oped the skills to hear 
each other out when 
there are disagree-
ments.  Erma’s a pa-
tient woman; I’m more 
excitable.”   
 

 

The parents of four 
children and grandpar-
ents of four, Bill and 
Erma grew up five 
miles apart in Clay 
County, IL, and went 
to high school togeth-
er.  Before they met, 
Bill roomed with Er-
ma’s first cousin at a 
high school 10 miles 
from his home.  He 
credits Erma’s cousin 
and her family’s devout 
Christian practices and 
principles to being his 
greatest influence in 
becoming a devoted 
Christian and pastor.  
Indeed, several of the 
youngsters in his 
church youth group 
became pastors, in-
cluding Erma’s cousin. 
       

In the years since Bill 
has been Parish Pastor 
at Grace, he has bat-
tled cancer twice (once 
in 2002 and again in 
2013), for which he 
underwent months of 
treatment.  In 2013, 
part of the treatment 
for malignancies in his 
bladder was a fluid 
containing live tubercu-
losis.  “I thought, was 
some lab technician 
hung over the next 
morning?” quipped Pas-
tor Bill.  Joking aside, 
he maintains that 
Grace prayed him back 
to health.  “So many  

Farewell to Pastor Bill Bryan:  A Man of Faith, Hope, Wisdom and Wit 

(continued on page 4) 
Pastor Bill and his wife of nearly 63 years, Erma 
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Pastor’s Journal       

      

A Summer of Change 
 

In this summer of transitions, we welcome Deacon Tammy Biltgen to the Grace pastoral staff.   
Tammy begins her work on July 1.  Staff-Parish Chair Robin Schmuckal introduced Tammy in worship 
on June 29, Pastor Lisa’s last Sunday at Grace.  We have planned for Deacon Tammy to preach for 

the first time at Grace on August 24, the Sunday School New Year (sometimes called “backpack” or “rally” Sunday).   
 

On Saturday and Sunday, July 19 and 20, I will do a dialogue sermon with our newest member of the pastoral team,  
Pastor Matthew Johnson.  Matthew begins his work with us on July 15.  His special ministry is connecting with and form-
ing relationships with young adults.  Our goal together will be to develop small discipleship groups—covenant groups— 
in the Naperville area.  We begin this work with a great deal of anticipation, not only at Grace, but also across our de-
nomination’s leadership.  This strategy has worked to start new churches; Grace is translating this design to an existing 
church community.  Read more about Pastor Matthew on page 4.   
 

Pastor Bill’s second retirement means that his last sermon as a part of our staff will be on July 12 and 13.  We will recog-
nize Bill and Erma at our All-Church Picnic on July 20.  There will be a golf cart “ferry” for those who would like to avoid 
the long stair down the hill (and for those who might simply enjoy the ride!).  Join us on both Saturday/Sunday, July 12/13, 
and July 20 to celebrate Pastor Bill’s ministry.  (Although, with his usual humor, Pastor Bill has expressed concern “that 
people may celebrate too much over his retirement.”) 
 

Beginning on July 5, Grace will welcome Deborah Potts, who will sign for the deaf at each Saturday evening service.   
If you know someone who would like to have a worship service signed, please let them know about our Saturday service. 
 

During this summer of transitions and changes at Grace, come be a part of the excitement! 
 

         Grace and Peace, 
 

It’s hard to believe that July is finally 
here! I have been anxiously counting 
the days for us to begin this new jour-
ney in ministry together! You may have 
read some things about me in a previ-
ous edition of Grace Notes, but as you 
know, one article can never give the 
whole story or paint the whole picture. 
I am the oldest of three girls and the 
proud aunt to five wonderful chil-
dren—I know I am biased, but my niec-
es and nephews truly are the BEST!  

I enjoy spending time with them when-
ever possible: playing at the park, going 

to the zoo, wrestling on the floor, 
hearing them sing “Jesus Loves Me.” 
 

I have nearly 15 years of ministry expe-
rience in a range of churches small and 
large, urban and suburban. Each church 
in my ministry journey has left an im-
print on my heart. At one church, I had 
a parishioner who would tell me his 
name after worship every Sunday for 
the first two months…his was the first 
name I learned at that church!  So, 
please do not be offended if I ask for 
your name (over and over again!).  
If I may encourage you to please wear 

your nametags, that 
would be very help-
ful to me! 
 

One of my favorite 
hymns is “Here I 
Am, Lord.”  I know 
that God will use my gifts here at 
Grace in ways that we cannot yet imag-
ine, but I am willing and ready! 
 

And so, as we begin this new journey 
together, I say to both the people of 
Grace and to God, “Here I am… 
send me!”  

Deacon Tammy Ready to Serve Grace and God   By Deacon Tammy Biltgen 

 Healing Worship in July 
Many people in our Grace family have been greatly comforted and empowered by our healing wor-
ship services.  In addition to beautiful music led by Vickie Wagner, weekly communion, and a sermon  
message delivered in an informal, intimate circular setting, bi-monthly healing services include private 
prayer with the laying on of hands and support of others and anointing of the forehead with a small 
amount of sacred healing oils, if people choose.  This month, healing worship services are on Satur-
days, July 5 and 19, 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center.  Please join us!  Watch Grace in Mission weekly 
announcements for Sunday healing dates in July.   

 

7  July 2014 

Summer Fun For the Whole Family!   

Farewell Luncheon for Pastor Lisa a Celebration of Friends 

“A lifetime’s not too long to live as friends…” 
On June 22, over 200 people filled Fel-
lowship Hall to celebrate Lisa Telomen 
and her family (see photos at left).  They 
came to honor a dear pastor and friend 
who is beginning a new journey after nine 
years of service at Grace.  Emceed by 
Steve Andsager (whose wife Trudy orga-
nized the event, complete with delicious 
catered lunch, a chocolate fountain in 
homage to Lisa’s favorite treat—
compliments of Pastor Bob—and rain-
bow-themed decorations), the program 
began with recognition of special guests 
from the Naperville Interfaith Leaders 
Association (NILA), with whom Lisa has 
partnered over the past several years in 
our community.  In fact, it was Lisa who 

brought together 500 citizens to com-
memorate the 10th anniversary of 9/11 
and usher in a renewed vision of peace 
among all of God’s people.  As part of a 
wonderful video created by Harold and 
LuRay Workman chronicling Lisa’s jour-
ney from North Central College to the 
present, her former colleagues, son 
Christopher (currently in Hawaii), mother 
and sisters expressed their love and well 
wishes for Lisa. Members of our New Life 
Singers then sang Michael W. Smith’s 
“Friends,” inviting everyone to sing along.  
Dan Wagner sang Lisa’s favorite song, 
“What a Wonderful World,” including a 
whistled refrain, a nod to Lisa’s special 
talent and past-time.  (After closing words 

from Pastor Lisa, John Dudich and Paul 
Ceruti joined her in whistling “Amazing 
Grace.”)  Fellow Kenya missionary 
Kathryn Hoffman spoke of what Pastor 
Lisa has meant to her and so many 
around the world, followed by a delightful 
version of So Long, Farewell from the 
“Grace Church Von Trapp Singers.”  
Robin Schmuckal presented a beautiful 
scrapbook of photos and letters to Lisa 
from her many friends and family, created 
by the Workmans and Ruthann Johnson.  
Cathy Connor also presented a hand-
stitched embroidered towel from Stephen 
Ministry.  In closing, all joined in singing 
another of Pastor Lisa’s favorite songs, 
“My Friends, May You Grow In Grace.”   
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By Angela McCurdy 
 

Religion has played an 
important role in the his-
tory of America from the 

earliest European settlers up through 
the present day. In Head and Heart: 
American Christianities, Gary Wills, 
professor emeritus at Northwestern 
University, looks back over this his-
tory, retelling the stories of many 
once prominent but now little known 
religious leaders, including several 
Methodists.  
 

In A City Upon a Hill: How Sermons 
Changed the Course of American 

History, Larry Witham explores 
the history of the United States 
and the development of a sense of 
national character and purpose, 
through four centuries of sermons. 
Witham’s writing has appeared in 
Scientific American, Nature, and The 
Christian Century. He has won 
awards from the Religion Commu-
nicator’s Council, the Religion 
Newswriters Association, and the 
Templeton Foundation. He has 
written 14 books on topics including religion and society, 
philosophy, and the visual arts. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

Library Selections Explore Religion and the History of America 

Photos from
 Pastor Lisa’s Farew

ell Luncheon on June 22, courtesy of D
ick T

rondsen 
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GAYE LYNN LOUFEK 
Grace Youth Director 

 

This year’s Side-by-Side theme 
was Rooted in Faith, and we 
spent a lot of time focusing on 
our roots during the week.  
We had the opportunity to 
listen to a Cherokee storytell-
er, and we visited the Chero-
kee Heritage Museum, where 
we learned Cherokee arts, 
trades, and games (which in-
cluded an...ahem...lively game 
of stickball that no one quite 
expected!).  We also spent 
time focusing, meditating, and 
sharing our own stories. 
 

We saw God in ways we 
could never have imagined.  
He designed many different 
tasks for us during the week:  
scraping and repainting the 
awning of the Habitat office 
and re-striping its parking lot 
lines (by hand—no template 
or machines); putting finishing 
touches on the interior of a 
new Habitat home and siding 
and finishing work on the out-
side; stripping and re-roofing a 
home for a retired couple; 
painting a Cherokee men’s 
homeless shelter; partnering 
with volunteers of First UMC 
of Tahlequah in Vacation Bible 
School; re-siding, building a 
porch soffit, and doing much 
interior work for a woman 
who was of Cherokee, Arapa-

ho, and Cheyenne heritage. 
Those were our day jobs.   
In addition, we partnered with 
First UMC of Tahlequah to 
assist Feed My Sheep, a feeding 
ministry primarily for dinner, 
but also a ministry of self-
worth.  Feed My Sheep is not 
conditional upon a person’s 
socioeconomic status, and 
while we thought we were 
going to feed the hungry in 
body, we were fed in spirit. 
 

There was great joy in watch-
ing so many travel their faith 
journey during the week.  
Some had been on Side x Side 
countless times; others were 
with us for the first time.  No 
matter the past experience, 
God showed up for everyone 
and touched each life.   
 

CHRISTINE MILLER 
Sophomore, Metea Valley High 
This being my second Side- 
by-Side trip, I was a little bit 
more experienced, but I still 
learned so much.  Every as-
pect of the trip exceeded my 
already high expectations, 
from the work, to the friend-
ships, to my relationship with 
God.  The work I was part of 
was very special to me, be-
cause I connected with the 
homeowner and built relation-
ships with my peers.  We 
worked hard and made  

memories.  I was genuinely 
excited to start each day! 
 

BEN CORRELL 
Senior, Plainfield East High 
Side-by-Side was great.  The 
sense of gratitude from the 
community was overwhelm-
ing.  The real big house of the 
week was the Peggy Starr 
house, who had a “pet” taran-
tula we named Martin Brutus. 
Her husband left her after she 
suffered from medical compli-
cations, leaving her with a 
poorly built house.  Nothing 
was level, and all conventional 
wisdom had to be scrapped in 
order to make things work.  
Even still, when we left the 
house, it looked livable, and 
Peggy was just the fountain of 
gratitude.  She sat with us at 
lunch and told us how life 
changing the experience was.   
 

JOHN DUDICH 
Assistant Youth Director 
The week on Side-by-Side was 
a great balance of work and 
fun.  During rain delays, we 
had down time that we were-
n’t planning on, but that teach-
es patience to those focused 
on working.  It also provides 
an exciting opportunity to 
spend time together as a 
group.  Worship was amazing!  
Many students experienced 
their first time leading wor-

ship, and several of them said 
it was one of their highlights 
of the day, singing with the 
team.  Evening devotions were 
powerful; the students really 
connected to the focus of be-
ing “rooted in faith” and 
shared stories of how the  
Side-by-Side community had 
made a positive impact in their 
own lives.   
 

MIKE CERUTI 
Worksite Co-Leader 
I have been on seven Side-by-
Sides and have seen some 
amazing transformations of 
homes and seen many volun-
teers work hard and overa-
chieve to meet the week’s 
goals.  But our work at Peggy 
Starr’s home was something 
special.  The house was a 
mess inside and out from a 
construction point of view, so 
we had a lot of difficult tasks 
in front of us.  The half-hour 
ride out to her place cut into 
our workdays, as did frequent 
rain.  But everyone was so 
focused and hardworking, 
somehow we managed to fin-
ish all of our week’s goals.  I 
have never seen the energy 
level remain so high through-
out the week.  I think Peggy 
had a lot to do with this.  She 
spent lots of time throughout 
the week with everyone, tell-
ing us stories about her life… 

some sad, some 
fascinating, and 
some absolutely 
hilarious.  It was 
truly what Side-
by-Side is meant 
to be—everyone 
working along-
side each other 
and the home-
owners, getting 
to know and 
care about each  
other.   
 

Rooted In Faith:  Reflections on Side-by-Side 2014 

SideSide--byby--Side 2014:  Tahlequah, OK Side 2014:  Tahlequah, OK --  June 7June 7--1515  
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Pastor Bill Bryan continued from page 1… 
 

people reached out to me, offered to drive me to treatments, 
prayed for me.  [Parish Nurse] Pam Riley has been especially 
helpful to me, not only as a friend, but in my healing, too.”  
More than anything, Bill emphasizes the importance of hope in 
healing.  “When my doctor told me my cancer couldn’t wait 
for a clinical trial, I asked him if there was anything else we 
could try.  When he said, ‘Oh, there are lots of things we can 
try,’ that was really big.  Hope...” said Bill, emotion in his voice.  
Along with Elaine Jungnickel, Pastor Bill formed Grace’s cancer 
support group.  Hope is the cornerstone of the group that has 
been meeting monthly for the past ten years.   
 

When asked about his expectations of heaven, Pastor Bill  

replied, “Meeting people I love.”  Confident that good will  
triumph over evil and that Jesus is at the center of heaven’s 
“blessed community,” Bill looks to the urban imagery in Reve-
lation 21 (in contrast with the Bible’s mostly rural sociological 
matrix) as evidence of a New Jerusalem.  A man who loves 
deeply and is deeply loved, Bill added that heaven must also 
have to be community.  “I fell in love with the community of 
church, and I still feel that.”   
 

Fortunately for us, Pastor Bill and Erma will still be in commu-
nity with Grace as members after Bill’s retirement on July 15.  
Please be sure to attend worship the weekend of Saturday/
Sunday, July 12/13, when Pastor Bill will deliver his last sermon 
at Grace as part of our staff.  On July 20, come celebrate him 
and Erma at our All-Church Picnic! 

Q&A with Pastor 
Matthew Johnson 
 

What should we call you?  
Matthew is great, and if you 
want to put “Pastor” in front 
of that, you can. Save 
“Reverend” for those occa-
sions when you are upset with 
me … like the times when 
your mom would use your 
middle name to get your  
attention. 
 

Tell us about your family.  
Emily and I just celebrated our 
15th anniversary last month. 
She married a magazine editor, 
so she’s been a good sport to 
put up with all the trappings of 
ministry in the United Meth-
odist Church, including stops 
in rural, urban, and suburban 
churches. She’s a music teach-
er and the practical balance to 
my “blue-sky” dreamer perso-
na. Our daughter, Liberty (or 
Libby, as we call her), will be 
entering second grade this fall. 
She wants to be tri-vocational 
when she grows up: a CTA 
driver, a ballerina, and Won-
der Woman. 
 

When will you officially 
begin working at Grace?  
My appointment begins July 15, 
and we’re still getting the spe-
cifics of my job at Grace, but 
I’ve already begun working 
with a wonderful leadership 
team, and we are working on 
those details together. The 
team, chaired by Mark Himel, 

is creating a strategy for how 
Grace can grow its reach by 
sharing the Gospel and engag-
ing in meaningful conversations 
with people who aren’t en-
gaged in a life of faith. The 
number of those who aren’t 
engaged is growing, especially 
among those who are 18 to 35 
years of age, which is the 
cause of a fair bit of conster-
nation across the United 
Methodist connection. Yet, 
while some paint this with the 
grey tones of doom and 
gloom, I see this as an oppor-
tunity for Grace to be bright 
and innovative. 
 

Why, in your opinion, is 
the church landscape as 
we know it changing so 
dramatically?  Throughout 
its history, the landscape of 
Christianity has frequently 
been in flux. I’d say that, pres-
ently, the landscape is changing 
because of a shift in the United 
States from a culture of conver-
gence to one of divergence.  
The current model of church 
assumes that everybody wants 
to get together in one place, 
under one leader, for one mis-
sion … that’s convergence. It 
is a culture that is identified in 
one phone company, two po-
litical parties, and three TV 
channels. The convergent cul-
ture is splintering, however. 
Now, everyone has many 
choices for phone service, 
powerful factions have formed 
within both political parties, 

and, with the dawn 
of “on-demand” 
viewing,  people no 
longer need a tradi-
tional TV network. 
This multitude of 
choice, coupled with 
the acceptance of 
multiple truths in 
postmodern philos-
ophy, has all 
“traditional” institutions trying 
to recreate themselves. This is 
where the church—local and 
universal—finds itself today. 
 

What do we need to do in 
response to that change? 
We could hold tight and wait 
for the culture to swing back 
around, because it has before, 
and sociologists believe that it 
will again.  The problem with 
waiting is that the people we’d 
be waiting for likely won’t 
even know there is a conver-
gent church for them to re-
turn to or why faith is im-
portant. Large portions of the 
population are already un-
derrepresented in the present 
church. That number is likely 
to continue growing.  We 
could also abandon the whole 
thing, selling all the property, 
and initiate a full-scale reenact-
ment of the book of Acts, 
sending and deploying all our 
resources into the streets and 
starting fresh. The problem 
with that is it’s unfaithful to 
those who are present in the 
church today. It is a tremen-
dous leap of faith and disciple- 

ship to ask everyone in the 
existing church to become 
itinerant evangelists and mis-
sionaries. This “reset” option 
also leaves a vacuum that will 
need to be filled when conver-
gent culture makes a come-
back.  I believe this doesn’t 
have to be an either/or sce-
nario, though. We can do 
something of both. Continue 
doing the great work that 
Grace has been doing. Do it 
bigger and better, even. Have 
great worship, provide excel-
lent instruction, give oppor-
tunity to engage in acts of 
mercy and justice. But also,  
intentionally send people into 
the community and beyond to 
engage in apostolic-type minis-
tries and plant new things,  
talk with people who would 
never walk in the doors at 
Grace, and help them build 
something different outside of 
Grace. Eventually, it will come 
back together, because that is 
what the Reign of God is all 
about. 

(Continued next page) 
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        Animal Attraction! 

 

Does this little deer make you 
miss winter?  Perhaps not, 
especially considering the cold 
and snow we had, but the 
sight of God’s creatures great 
and small is welcome any time 
of year.  Marian Cronin sub-
mitted these photos (along 
with others you may see in a 
future issue), with these 
words:  “Our neighbor dili-
gently fills the numerous feed-
ers in her yard every day, re-
gardless of the weather.  In 
addition to the usual cardinals, 
finches and blue jays, they also attract squirrels, rabbits and 
the occasional hawk, providing constant entertainment for 
all the neighbors.  This past winter, we were blessed with 
the presence of deer, and one morning Ralph spotted this 
owl in our tree.  It’s a wonderful way to start the day, ob-
serving the grace and beauty of God’s creatures!” 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

 

Terry Childs, friend of Richard and Mary Ann File 
Wilma Holmes, friend of Gaye Lynn Loufek 
Yvonne Knorps, mother-in-law of Paulette Phelps 
Gloria Merzlock, friend of Paulette Phelps 
Greg Stockton, friend of Leslie Rogers 
Kathryn B. Swim, wife of Rob Swim 

         Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Paul Charles Palmer, son of Paul Scott and Ashley Palmer, 
grandson of Doug and Kim Scharafin, and great-grandson of 
Gary and Alice Silke, was born on May 20 
Jason Michael DeCarlo, Jr., son of Jason and Jennifer 
DeCarlo and grandson of Jerry and Janet Hilsenbeck, was 
born on Mary 25 
Bob and Donna Plummer celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on June 13 
Paul and Kathy Bessey celebrated their 42nd wedding 
anniversary on June 17 
Lauren Dimond and Adam Kimmerling were married 
on June 21 
Bobby Vriezen and Lauren Bales were married June 27 
Scott Sterchi graduated from the University of Kentucky in 
May 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in architecture 

                          Baptisms 
Jason Michael DeCarlo, Jr. was baptized on June 22 

July 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You, Bicyclist Hosts! 
Many thanks to those who opened their homes to bicyclists 
on “The Ride For Change” June 23.  This 12-day team bike 
ride across the North Central Jurisdiction of the UMC cov-
ered nearly 1,000 miles from South Dakota to East Ohio.  
The bicyclists, predominantly UMC pastors, rode to raise 
awareness and funds for “Imagine No Malaria,” a ministry of 
the people of the United Methodist Church to end preventa-
ble deaths by malaria in Africa.  Hosts from Grace included:  
Suzanne Kranz, the Michels Family, Linda Saville, and Bob and 
Donna Plummer. 
 

Thank You, Side-by-Side and Hope@Home  
Supporters! 
Youth Ministry thanks all who were trip participants, share-
holders, prayer partners, fundraisers/auction item suppliers, 
prayer shawl knitters, trip planners, cookie bakers, and sup-
porters in any way of our 2014 youth summer missions.  
Special thanks to Bruce and Lyn Smith, Polly and Steve Cor-
rell, Kirstin McCoy, and Rick, Hayley and Brentley Loufek. 

Pastor Matthew Johnson continued from previous page… 
 

Tell us about porticocollective.org.  The Portico Collec-
tive website is one part of an effort to engage in conversations 
of faith on a very practical level with that divergent world. I’ve 
been blessed to have the help of many great colleagues and 
friends in the creation of content for it. My hope is that it can 
become a digital arm of doing that “also” apostolic-type minis-
try I spoke of. Right now, it is a blog. Eventually, it will be a 
multimedia hub which includes live webcasts and other inter-
active content. I hope some people reading this will check it 
out and think about contributing themselves! 


