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A sk a seasoned 
Side-by-Side mis-

sion participant about 
the most rewarding 
aspect of this week-
long trip to a struggling 
area each summer, and 
most likely they’ll say 
it’s meeting the home-
owner whose resi-
dence they helped to 
restore.  But this year, 
according to Grace 
Youth Director Gaye 
Lynn Loufek, “God had 
another plan.  God did 
not need us to meet 
homeowners; He 
needed us to help 
build the community of 
Jonesboro, Arkansas.”   
 

Indeed, from the mo-
ment we arrived at 
First United Methodist 
Church in Jonesboro 
after a long day’s drive 
in 14 mini-vans and a 
large supply truck on 
June 10, it seemed the 
entire community 
rolled out the red car-
pet for our group of 
92 adults, college stu-
dents and youths, all 
sporting the steel gray 
t-shirts of this year’s 
theme:  “Armor Up” 
in the armor of God.  
A grateful team of 
Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers welcomed 
us with a home-
cooked meal, while 
Jonesboro Habitat 
president and local 
architect MG Meyering 

explained that our 
presence in their city 
was a “miracle”—one 
that began with a ran-
dom little e-mail from 
Gaye Lynn asking 
whether Jonesboro 
could use the help of 
nearly 100 people.   
 

This inquiry led local 
Jonesboro organiza-
tions to raise money 
for the pouring of 
slabs for two new 
homes, the mayor to 
promise eight addition-
al properties, and local 
contractors to donate 
time and 
supplies 
to con-
struction.  
Curious 
neighbors 
near the 
four 
home 
sites we 
worked 
came out 
of their 
homes 
(some of 
their children offering 
homemade popsicles), 
awestruck Habitat vol-
unteers checked our 
progress daily, and 
local media outlets put 
us on the air.  Every-
where, even at Arkan-
sas State University, 
where our team com-
fortably slept, ate and 
worshiped for the 
week, people seemed 

to know who 
we were and 
why we were 
there.  “By the 
time we fin-
ished, Jonesbo-
ro Habitat for 
Humanity was 
truly on the 
map!” said 
Gaye Lynn.   
 

Led by Grace 
members and 
professional 
contractors 
John Mixen, Sr. and 
Joel Kristianson, the 
two new home sites 

(literally side-by-side 
from one another) 
grew from concrete 
slabs to trussed roofs 
in less than five days.  
As witness to the lead-
ership, skill and pa-
tience of Mixen, Kris-
tianson, Steve Correll 
and Side-by-Side co-
coordinator Rick 
Loufek, I can honestly 
say I have never seen 

anything like the syner-
gy of these truly exem-
plary men and their 
team of hammering, 
sawing, nailing, haul-
ing—and incredibly 
willing—Grace young-
sters, ranging in age 
from 14 to 24.  De-
spite searing sun and 
blistering heat, not 
quite square slabs, and 
a sudden rainstorm on 
Monday afternoon that 
shut the whole opera-
tion down, the new 

builds were positively 
beckoning potential 
residents by week’s 
end.  “I have a much 
greater appreciation 
now of everything that 
goes into building a 
home,” said college 
senior Paul Ceruti.    

Just down the street 
from the new builds,  
Mike Ceruti and Scott 
House headed up a 
team charged with the 
installation of drywall,  

Grace “Armors Up” To Serve an Entire Community    By Barb Ceruti 

(above) Alicia Leitzen drills a piece of 
ceiling drywall; (lower right) a team of 
Side-by-Siders raise a wall at one of 
two brand new home sites. 

Continued next page... 



 

2  

Side-by-Side continued... 

Pastor’s Journal         

Harvest 2020 is a United Methodist effort to open brand new churches across Northern Illinois.  Our 
mission is “to plant, nurture, and harvest new faith communities so persons will commit to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  Our denomination’s goal is to plant 100 new churches 
across Northern Illinois by the year 2020. 

 

Every church had a beginning.  As communities were settled and grew, new churches were formed by people passionate 
about their faith.  Today, neighborhoods and communities across the state are changing, and this presents the opportunity 
to offer Christ anew.  The world could use some new church beginnings. 
 

We know from history that there is no more effective way to invite new people to experience the grace of God’s love in 
Christ than to begin a new faith community.  Many churches experience growth because they are involved in opening new 
local churches.  There is a high correlation between those churches that have the commitment to start daughter churches 
and growth in the mother church. 
 

Grace is involved in helping a new church start in Volgograd, Russia.  We have learned much from this involvement.  
Simply being open to a skeptical community and offering what we have opens doors to people’s hearts.  As we learn from 
our commitment in Russia, how much more might we learn from a commitment to help open or grow a new church 
nearer to us? 

        Grace and Peace, 

July 2012 

 
insulation, and siding of 
a home that was mid-
way through comple-
tion.  Like all of the 
site leaders, including 
Mike Doll, also a pro-
fessional contractor, 
and Brady Sterchi 
(whose home site was 
the closest to comple-
tion and whose home-
owner our group had 
the pleasure of meet-
ing at another meal in 
our honor), Ceruti and 
House were only too 
pleased to allow our 
youth the challenge 
and opportunity to 
take on new skills.  
“One of the most re-
warding aspects of  
these trips is watching 
a kid who is hesitant to 
work on a jobsite gain 
confidence as the week 
goes on,” said Ceruti.  
“Paige Nadherny told 
me she was just a 
hander-upper of tools, 
not a user of tools.  By 
the end of the week, 
she was a tool user.”   
Said Paige, a first-time 
Side-by-Sider entering 
Naperville North High-

School this fall, “The 
more comfortable I 
got with the tools, the 
more I thought, I don’t 
want to do nothing any-
more—I want to do 
something!  I ended up 
with a drill, then up on 
a ladder with a drill, 
and I don’t like 
heights!”  Said Paige’s 
mother, Dana 
Nadherny, “It was so 
nice to see people 
treat my daughter as  
if she were their own.”   
 

Dana’s sentiments 
about community 
among Side-by-Siders 
were echoed by many 
throughout the week.  
“It was amazing to see 
the college kids hang-
ing with the incoming 
freshmen, and even the 
adults were intermixed 
among us,” said Claire 
Leitzen, who will be a 
college freshman this 
fall.  “God did amazing 
things this week, not 
only in our physical 
work but inside all of 
us—we are truly a 
family, and I feel so 
blessed to be part of 
it.”  Agreed Dana, 

“This trip reflected the 
true meaning of Side-
by-Side, with sites 
within view of each 
other and true friend-
ships, along with 
homes, being built. “   
 

In addition to working 
on home sites during 
the week, some of our 
adults and students led 
Vacation Bible School 
at a United Methodist  
home for troubled 
youths, others traveled 
to a retreat center to 
work on facility 
grounds, and some 
participated in the 
demolition of a home 
to make way for a new 
one, led by Darrel and 
Sue Riedinger.  
 

Thanks to the particu-
lar genius of Team 
Loufek, long days of 
sweat equity and true 
grit were preceded 
and followed by wor-
ship, small groups, 
heartfelt testimonials, 
and fun activities that 
fostered a genuine 
sense of kinship among 
nearly 100 people.   
 

I conclude with the 

inimitable words of 
Gaye Lynn Loufek, 
whose heart, soul and 
mind are devoted to 
Side-by-Side from the 
last day of one trip 
(literally, she’s planning 
next year’s trip on the 
drive home!) to the 
first day of the next: 
 

“Side x Side 2012…
What an amazing week!  
Many familiar faces and 
many new faces; that’s 
what makes everything 
so awesome!  God has 
all of the details figured 
out, if only we stay out  
of the way.  Skills vary, 
personalities are unique, 
likes and dislikes comple-
ment each other, some 
like silly games, some 
are athletic, some are 
theological, some are 
parents, some are kids, 
and most are kids at 
heart.  Side x Side is 
exciting, exhausting, free-
ing, empowering, engag-
ing, tiring, HOT, funny, 
humbling, serious, flexi-
ble, structured, nurturing, 
hard work, relaxing, fat-
tening, slimming, non- 
replicable, energizing,  
heart-wrenching…in  

 
 
 
 
 
 

a word…fulfilling! It’s 
the one time of the year  
when early mornings and  
late nights are shared in 
the same breath and no 
one complains.  It’s the 
one week that you come 
home completely ex-
hausted, but if given the 
opportunity to jump right 
back into the minivan 
the very next day, you 
wouldn’t hesitate.  Side  
x Side is unlike any other 
experience you have ever 
had and, truthfully, it 
can’t be described on 
paper or in words…you 
just have to come…the 
invitation is open!  Side x 
Side 2013 is just around 
the corner!”   
 

Youth Director Gaye Lynn 
Loufek addresses Side-by-
Siders outside their quar-
ters at Arkansas State 
University. 
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More Thoughts of Winnie... 
Grace Notes is pleased that memories of Winnie Graver continue to come our way.  Please feel free to submit 
your special memories of Winnie to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop them the church office, ATTN:  Barb.  
Here are a few more thoughts about Winnie from our Grace family: 
 

Always willing to help!  Never complaining, and a woman whose talents were beyond comparison.  Winnie Graver was 
truly a mentor to many.  As the leader of Mary Circle for 13+ years, I found Winnie to be an inspiration to me and the 
Circle.  She never hesitated to share program suggestions and often came up with programs herself “in a pinch.”   
 

Some may not know that the delicious macaroni salad served at all funeral luncheons was made by Winnie.  When I 
would call, she would ask, “Do you need a double recipe?”.  (Incidentally, Carol Muscato and I tried to duplicate it, to 
no avail, mainly because Winnie’s recipes were in constant change!)  We could always depend on her salad, as well 
as her help in the kitchen. 

 

To say Winnie was “queen of the kitchen” would be an understatement.  Several years ago, she asked JoAnn Stuart and me to help  
co-chair the Over 50 Fellowship group.  Winnie missed very few of those lunches.  Her willingness to help and be there when needed 
earned her the love and respect she so deserved.  When in doubt, we could always “ask Winnie.”   
 

Knowing and working with Winnie for 50+ years was truly a privilege and one which I treasure immensely.  Her Christian beliefs were 
reflected in her thoughts, her actions, and her daily living. 
 

Ruby Allen 
 
The time I really got to know Winnie was when my Mom joined W.O.W. (Widows or Widowers) and started helping Winnie.  A few 
times, I would stop by, and Winnie would invite me to stay and join them for lunch and the program.  I learned that Winnie had a cabin 
up in Wisconsin, just like my Mom and would leave for the summer too.  We had so much to talk about and so much in common.  She 
was trying so very hard to get Mom to stop at her cabin in Wisconsin for her overnight on her trip to Canada, rather than at a hotel. 
What a missed opportunity!  Sometimes during the summer, she had called my Mom a few times in Canada, just to talk and find out 
how things were going.  We happened to have been there during one of those calls.  My Mom always came out with a huge grin on her 
face. Winnie had that effect on people!  We had a few conversations about working in and for the church. She told me to make sure that 
I took care of myself and my family. “God will always be there,” she said.  It took me a while to understand what she was talking about 
because, of course, I would look at her and say, “You are over 90 and you are telling me to slow down?  Have you looked at what you 
are doing for the church?”.  Some of the stories shared at her funeral really clarified what she was saying to me.  I am still learning from 
her, and she is not even with us!  When we heard about her cancer, we thought for sure, at her age and with her strong faith, she would 
just let go.  Not Winnie.  I made eight cards with pictures from our Canada lake and God’s wonderful creatures and mailed one a week.  
I put in hymn verses and encouraging words inside to try to help her get through this rough time and to feel some peace by looking at 
the pictures and thinking of the cabin in the woods. The day before she was leaving for Florida, she called me to thank me for all the 
wonderful cards and for everything that I do for the church. She thanked me for all the wonderful time we had together and said she so 
appreciated getting to know me. I was in tears. I called my Mom right after I hung up, hardly able to talk, as I was still crying. “Mom,” 
I said, “she was saying good-bye forever. She knows she will not be back!”  So much to say about Winnie in such a very short time of 
getting to know her.  I felt like she was my Grandma whenever she was around.  I feel we were so very blessed to have a true disciple 
of God walking among us.  She really showed us how God wants us to live—today.  Are we sure her name was not “Immanuel”? 
 

Cheryl Ameiss 

Help Serve DuPage PADS! 
Sign up in the Activity Center on Sun-
day, July 8, after the 8:15 and 9:30 ser-
vices to help staff the interim DuPage 
PADS housing site at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Lisle, IL, the evening of 
July18 or the morning of July 19.  
Last year, our people served over 70 
clients!  If you are unable to sign up in 
person, e-mail Mike Doman at  
doman.mike@yahoo.com.  Duties  
include providing meals, set-up/tear 
down, cleaning sleeping pads, and 
washing clothes.   

Grass Roots “Lead With 
Love” Grows Stronger 
The “Lead With Love” group for the 
friends, family and members of the 
GLBT community continues to 
strengthen its “grass roots,” meeting 
again on Sunday, July 15, 4:00 p.m. in 
the home of Pastors Don Niswonger 
and Carol Findon.  “Lead With Love” 
aspires to make Grace a more inclusive 
environment for all, following the ex-
ample of Christ, and to provide a place 
of comfort and ease of discussion. 

Pray for VBS! 
Monday, July 9, through 
Friday, July 13, youngsters 
from our church and com-
munity will be “Diving 

Deep with God” at “Operation Over-
board,” our Vacation Bible School this 
year.  Stop by and say hello if you get a 
chance (9:00-11:30am), and please pray  
for our children, our leaders, and for 
good weather!  Join us at 11:00 a.m. 
worship on July 15, featuring our VBS 
children, followed by our All Church 
Picnic (see back cover)! 

BLOOD DRIVE AUGUST 6, 3:30-7:30PM FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Register now at www.peopleofgrace.org 
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At the age of 
22, Brad 
Newsham 
found him-

self riding on the roof of a Land Rover 
in the Hindu Kush. He had set out on 
his first trip outside North America 
seven months earlier, thinking to 
spend a few weeks travelling the capi-
tals of Europe.  Instead, he felt himself 
drawn by the tales of other travelers,  
first to Marrakesh, then on to Turkey, 
Iran, and Afghanistan. He could feel 
himself being transformed by the ex-
posure to new cultures and geogra-
phy. He had fallen in love with travel, 
“the best thing that had ever hap-
pened to [me], the best thing that 
could ever happen to anyone.”  Hiking 
higher into the mountains, stopping at 
a cliff overlooking the lakes at Band-e-
Amir, he saw far below in the distance 
what he gradually realized was a cara-
van.  He wondered, “What would  
these nomads make of my culture? 
What would they think of New York 
City? The San Diego Freeway? A Las 
Vegas casino?  Wouldn’t the Grand 

Canyon or a red-
wood grove or a 
Safeway store, 
gleaming and fully 
stocked at two 
o’clock in the 
morning, amaze 
them the way 
their culture and 
all the other cul-
tures I’ve stum-
bled into recently have amazed me?  
What would it feel like to be living 
one of their lives? What would I be 
thinking today if I were one of them? 
What would they be thinking about if 
they were me?”  
 

On the trip back down into the valley, 
Newsham wrote in his journal, 
“Someday, when I am rich, I am going 
to invite someone from my travels to 
visit me in America.” Fifteen years lat-
er, after the sale of his first book, 
Newsham (now a San Francisco cab 
driver) set out on a 100-day journey 
through the Philippines, India, Egypt, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, and 

South Africa to fulfill this promise “to 
find a person to whom I might repay, 
in one lump, with accrued interest, all 
the drops of hospitality that had been 
rained on me during my years of trav-
el...to give away the thing that, so far 
in my life, had meant the most to me – 
the chance to travel.”  
 

This and several other children’s and 
young adult books were recently pur-
chased for the Grace Library (Room 
223) through the generosity of the 
United Methodist Women’s reading 
program.  If you would like to become 
involved with the Grace Church Li-
brary, volunteers and new committee 
members are always welcome!  Please 
contact me, Angela McCurdy, at  
angelamc803@yahoo.com, Committee 
Chair Treva Brashears at 
tbrashears@wowway.com, or Volun-
teer Coordinator Bill Langham at 
wjlangham@comcast.net for more 
information and the date of the next 
committee meeting. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the 
knowledge of your faith.” 

UMW Donates  This Month’s Feature and Other Fine Selections   By Angela McCurdy 

or the past several years, Grace 
has embarked upon a focused 
effort to increase our attention 

and commitment to family and youth 
discipleship.  In concert with our over-
all mission, and in conjunction with 
our ongoing Vital Congregations stra-
tegic efforts, we have made a long-
term commitment to strengthening 
and expanding our Ministries to Fami-
lies and Youth.  We know that by in-
vesting in our families and our youth 
now, future generations will grow in 
their faith and continue to follow 
Christ’s example.   
 

For the past 2-3 years, our Youth Min-
istry has been centered around a lay 
leadership model, expertly guided by 
Gaye Lynn Loufek.  During this time, 

we have been able to maintain youth 
programs, but time constraints on our 
lay leaders have kept us from building 
extensive relationships with our youth 
and families.  Additionally, the initial 
strong core of youth who were lead-
ers within our Youth Ministry are now 
adults and have moved on to college 
or elsewhere. 
 

While we continue to effect a strong 
lay leadership, we recognize that addi-
tional resources will be necessary to 
implement our Vital Congregations 
effort and grow our youth and family 
ministries.  Unlike previous years, 
when real-world budget constraints 
required us to implement cost-cutting 
measures, Grace Church is now posi-
tioned in 2012 with the opportunity 

and ability to pur-
sue growth in 
Youth Ministries.  
Therefore, Grace UMC Youth Council 
has recommended that we recruit a 
Youth Ministry Assistant to lead this 
relational ministry effort.   
 

We have received several applications 
and are currently in the process of 
interviewing our top three candidates.  
As such, we are no longer seeking fur-
ther applications.   
 

Please be in prayer for our decision 
process and for growth in, and contin-
ued commitment to, our youth and 
families now and in the years to come.  
Watch for further information regard-
ing assignment of a Youth Ministry 
Assistant at Grace.   

Commitment to Growth Drives Search For Assistant Youth Director 
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Hope at Home Mission Has Room For More;  Drivers Needed 
The Hope@Home summer youth mission to aid projects around the Chicagoland area July 17-19 has 
room for more participants (youth who’ve completed 5th grade through adults).  Adults aged 25+ are 
especially needed to drive, as currently there are more youth signed up than adults to drive them to 
their various projects.  If you would like to join this mission, please register for Hope@Home AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE at www.peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministry_summer_missions, or contact Gaye 
Lynn Loufek at 630-355-1748, ext. 234, or rglbhl@aol.com.   

By Pam Riley 
 

Recently, during the funeral 
of a Grace Church member, 
we all prayed the 23rd Psalm 
together.  As we came to 
the phrase, “Thou shalt 
anoint my head with oil,” it 
occurred to me that I need-
ed to explore anointing a 
little more and share it with 
all of you. Our Saturday 
evening worship service in-
cludes anointing twice per 
month for healing.  “But 
why?,” I thought, and won-
dered if others had the same 
question.   
 

According to Harper’s Bible 
Dictionary, the Hebrew and 
Greek words that mean 
“anoint” have been translat-
ed to mean “cover, rub or 
smear the head or body 
with oil.” Sometimes it 
means “to pour oil over the 
head or body.” Anyone who 
has received the gift of being 
blessed or anointed with oil 
at Saturday evening worship 
knows that we do not pour 
oil from any type of contain-
er.  Instead, using the 
thumb, a small amount of oil 
is used to make the sign of 
the cross on either the fore-
head or the hands of the 
person desiring anointing, 
and a special prayer is then 
offered.  We typically do the 
anointing after receiving 
communion, a sacrament 
that draws us closer to Jesus 
and our God, to help us re-
member that Jesus died for 
our sins.  Anointing, too, has 

the effect of creating an inti-
mate relationship with God, 
while bringing one into a 
place of divine holiness.  
 

The Bible has over 1,000 
references to oils involving 
33 species of aromatic trees 
and herbs.  Seventy percent 
of the books of the Bible 
mention essential oils, what 
they were used for, and/or 
the plants from which they 
came.  Essential oils in the 
Bible were used for healing, 
but also for hospitality, and 
for honoring God in certain 
rituals.  For example, frank-
incense, a spiritually uplifting 
oil, was used daily in syna-
gogues and other worship 
spaces. It helped to induce a 
prayerful and meditative 
state of mind, giving one a 
sense of peace and calm for 
prayer. 
 

The very first reference to 
healing oils in the Bible is 
found in Genesis 37:25 – 
camels came “bearing spices, 
balm and myrrh,” and they 
were on their way to carry 
it to Egypt.  And in Revela-
tion 22:2, we read “the 
leaves of the tree are for 
healing of the nations.” 
From the beginning to the 
end, and many places in be-
tween, people were anoint-
ed.  In the Old Testament, 
many stories of priests, 
kings, and prophets being 
anointed as a sign of blessing 
and grace are told.  But also, 
weary travelers with 
wounds on their feet were 

anointed with oils for their 
soothing properties. 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus 
sent the disciples out to lay 
on hands and anoint. Since 
there were no pharmaceuti-
cals in Christ’s time, the on-
ly medicines people had 
were from plants and trees. 
Some were antiseptic, oth-
ers analgesic, and the word 
of the healing properties of 
certain oils was shared 
among the people.  They 
sought after frankincense, 
myrrh, galbanum, cassia, cin-
namon, and spikenard, to 
name a few.  Fragrant oils 
were always added to oils 
such as olive or almond oil. 
 

Saturday evening worship, 
with or without anointing, is 
special. It is a sacred time to 
worship intimately with the 
names used for God painted 
around the Activity Center.  
I pick a different one to fo-

cus on each time I worship 
there.  By combining wor-
ship, communion and 
anointing at our Saturday 
worship services, everyone 
is offered the opportunity to 
come closer still to God. 
We sing songs of healing, 
blessed by Vickie Wagner’s 
music.  We are offered 
communion by our pastors 
to remember that Jesus is 
our Savior.  We bless the 
healing oil and, perhaps 
then, you might feel called 
to kneel and be anointed 
and prayed for...or just offer 
your touch by laying your 
hand on someone else who 
will feel God’s healing hand 
through yours.  Or maybe 
you will simply return to 
your seat, blessed by some-
thing that spoke to you.   
Come and worship!   
 

Weekly Saturday Evening 
Worship is at 5:00 p.m. in  
the Activity Center. 

Biblical Practice of Healing Oils Touches Saturday Evening Worship 

Parish Nurse Pam Riley anoints a worshiper at Saturday Even-
ing Worship with the healing oils offered at this service twice 
per month.  The next healing oils services are on July 7 and 21. 



 

4  
July 2012 

The Grace Capital Project 
Study Team has prepared a 
“Capital Improvements at 
Grace” brochure describing 
proposed capital projects for 
the next several years that is 
available in the narthex and 
will be distributed at open 
forum meetings in the Activity 
Center on Sundays, July 8 
and 15, and August 12.  
These will be interactive 
discussions at which more 
details can be reviewed, and 
concerns and questions can be 
addressed. Reminders of these 
dates or any adjustments to 
them will be published in 
Grace in Mission weekly an-
nouncements. We have also 
prepared a list of Frequently 
Asked Questions and Answers 
for handouts and posting on 
the Grace website.  For FAQ’s 
and other information, visit  
www.peopleofgrace.org and 
click the “Capital Projects at 
Grace 2012” tab at left on the 
home page.     

A Church Conference is 
scheduled for August 19, 
3:30 p.m., at which attending 

members will be asked to vote 
on initiating a capital campaign. 
As a reminder, a Church Con-
ference is required to author-
ize a capital campaign, in ac-
cordance with the UMC Book 
of Discipline, and all church 
members are encouraged to 
attend and vote.  Here are the 
capital projects being planned:  

 

OUTREACH – Trustees are 
coordinating considerations 
for electronic bulletin 
boards within Grace that will 
provide scheduling and event 
information.  Flat screen video 
installations for Youth activi-
ties are also being considered, 
and plans for the inclusion of 
an electronic display on our 
Grace name monument 
have also shaped up well. 

KITCHEN – Thanks to the 
excellent work of our Trus-
tees, the failed dishwasher in 
the kitchen has been repaired 
and is back in service.  Re-
maining capital projects are 
the installation of a fire sup-
pression system over the 
oven and improvement of 
the triple sink drain sys-
tem.  
 

LIFE/SAFETY – We have solid 
quotes for upgrading our 
fire alarm system, and in 
the interest of security, we 
have developed plans for the 
installation of video camer-
as, a key-card system to 
replace mechanical locks and 
keys on outside entrance 
doors, and a new tele-
phone/intercom system 
connecting all classrooms with 
the church office. 
 

FACILITY:   
Heating & Air Condition-
ing – We have received a 
number of competitive quotes 
for the HVAC system and feel 
confident that we are on a 
good track for controlling cost 
and positioning Grace well for 

the future.  Current plans are 
to replace components of the 
30-year-old system for the 
original part of the building 
and apply improved mainte-
nance efforts to the newer 
system.  
 

Roofing – Continued discus-
sions with roofing profession-
als have given us confidence 
that we have a good 5-7 years 
of life remaining on our cur-
rent roof, with an enhanced 
maintenance program.  
 

Parking Lots – We continue 
to work through pricing con-
siderations for resurfacing our 
parking lots with asphalt, while 
also exploring the feasibility of 
using permeable pavers for 
the main and lower lots 
around the building.  
 

If you have any ideas, ques-
tions or concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to contact any 
member of our team (names 
listed in the brochure or on 
the web), or e-mail  
capital@peopleofgrace.org. 
Your input is welcome and 
appreciated!  

U!hank you so much to all who have pro-
vided supplies for our team of 13 to 

take to the people of Kenya, generously do-
nated monetary contributions, or participated in our 
“Jambo Kenya Bazaar” fundraiser on May 5.  Our team of 
13 will depart July 18 for (via Istanbul and Nairobi) Meru 
and Maua, Kenya, where they will be building a home for 
AIDS orphans, helping to staff and supply Maua Methodist 
Hospital, working on projects through the Miriam Kanana 
Mubichi Foundation, and more, as the landscape of needs 
evolves.  They will also be in worship and fellowship with 
the people of Kenya as well as the amazing Jirani children’s 
choir, who visited us here at Grace a few years ago. 
 

Because of the considerable costs associated with this fara-
way mission and the tremendous amount of work that 
needs to be accomplished in order to lastingly empower, 
not simply enable, our friends in Kenya, there is a still a 
need for additional supplies and monetary gifts.  If you 
would like to help the Kenya Mission, it’s definitely not too 
late!  Supplies most needed are children’s backpacks, boys’ 

shorts and dark colored socks, and coloring books for all 
ages.  School supplies and building supplies, such as paint 
brushes (for oil-based paints), work gloves, paper work 
masks, drop cloths, and long nails are also needed.  Gently 
used duffle bags or suitcases ON WHEELS for transporting 
supplies are also most appreciated.  Our team will be pack-
ing supplies on Sunday, July 15, at 1:00 p.m., so please drop 
off your donations before that time to the narthex near the 
bin marked “Kenya.”  If you don’t see the bin, please 
bag/box and clearly designate your donations for Kenya.   
As for monetary gifts, there are envelopes specifically for 
this mission in the pews as well as the church office.  Please 
fill out the front of the envelope completely, and place it 
either in the offering plate on Sunday, the safe in the main 
office (behind reception), or hand it directly to Jan Cos-
grove, Barb Ceruti, or Rev. Lisa Telomen.  Please do not 
place monetary gifts where they are accessible to the general 
population!  Unfortunately, some of our gifts for Kenya have 
been stolen.  A huge “Asanta Sana” to all, and please be in 
prayer for our team while they are away July 18-August 4!   

Capital Projects Go to Vote August 19   By John Bodine 

Kenya Mission Embarks July 18, Supplies and Gifts Still Needed 

 

5  July 2012 

Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Suellen Elizabeth Day, sister of Cindy Stonecipher 
Timothy Fennessey, brother-in-law of Erma Bryan 
Georgene Frego, mother-in-law of Tim Silke 
Calvin Grossheusch 
Henry Grysh, uncle of Paul Grysh 
Rita Fredenhagen Harvard (pictured), wife of John  
Harvard and mainstay of the Naperville community 
Elaine Kennedy, friend of Del and Virginia Spaits 
Carlito Mejia, brother of Virginia Carino 
Brian Schoonaert, son of Marcia and Jim Schoonaert 
Charlotte Sehr, sister of Marlene Atkins 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Kaitlyn Leslie Pergande, daughter of Scott and Melissa Pergande 
and granddaughter of Barb and Bob Pergande, was born on June 16 
Jett Garza, son of Tracey and Javier Garza, godson of Jenn Wills, 
and “grandson” of Ron and Ruth Wills, was born on June 21 
Maxine Voss received the Charles Wieand Distinguished Service 
Award for her 30+ years of fine service at Wayside Cross 
Hayley Loufek received the Northern Illinois Conference Board 
of Higher Education and Campus Ministry Scholarship Merit Award; 
she will attend the University of Kansas this fall, majoring in English 
and Pre-Med 
Ed Wolak celebrates his 100th birthday on July 11 (see below left) 
Berneice Quinn celebrates her 93rd birthday on July 13; send 
greetings to 200 Village Dr. #232, Downers Grove, IL  60516 
Juanita Burney celebrates her 93rd birthday on July 27; send 
greetings to 1101 31st St., Hawthorne Inn, Peru, IL  61354 
Cliff Holdeman celebrates his 90th birthday on July 30; send 
greetings to 1901 Meadow Rd., Gillette, WY 82718 

                                    Baptisms 
Miah Joy Moore, daughter of Jeff Moore and Jennifer Daunis, was 
baptized on June 24 
Alexander Ryan Jenson, son of Ryan and Kelly Jenson, was bap-
tized on June 24 

    Letters 
Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

Thank you to all who prayed for me over the past four months, through 
my heart attack, spinal surgery, and other health problems.  I just got 
home and am starting to pick up my life again, walking with a walker, 
regaining control.  Without your prayers, I don’t think I would be here. 
 

    —Blessings, Janet Clewett 

 

       Animal Attraction! 
 

Send Us Your Animal Photos—Wild Ones, Too!  
Please send your favorite animal photos to Barb Ceruti at 
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the of-
fice (photos will be returned upon request).  Your photos do not 
have to be of domesticated pets; they can also be of animals in 
your yard, on vacation, on safari, at the park, wherever...as long 
as they’re your photos or those taken by someone you know.  
No internet downloads, please!  If possible, please submit a 
write-up about the photo as well (your pet’s “story” or a de-
scription of where you were when you photographed the ani-
mal).  Photos will be published in the order received, unless the 
photo is applicable only to a particular time of year.   
 
Mike Rogers 
took this 
photo of a 
young ibex 
in December 
‘09, just as 
he and Leslie 
were enter-
ing the Israe-
li national 
park at 
Qumran, 
where the 
Dead Sea 
Scrolls were 
found.  “Our 
tour group 
was walking from our bus to the site where the Essenes 
lived, when I spotted this little guy off to the side,” said 
Mike.  The ibex is native to the Dead Sea area and is the 
mascot of the Israeli national park system.   

ED WOLAK TURNS 100! 
Happy 100th birthday to long-
time Grace member Ed Wolak, 
who will be 100 years old on July 
11.  Well over 50, Ed and his late 
wife of over 70 years, Jo, began 
what eventually became Over 50 
Fellowship at Grace when they joined in1973.  Ed also 
served as Grace Treasurer for a time.  As a child during 
WWI, Ed was taught to speak Polish, and still does.  “I 
have a Polish housekeeper now who cooks really good 
Polish food,” says Ed.  A former Roman Catholic, Ed was a 
long-time General Motors employee and a recruiter for 
the Navy.  He has two daughters, four grandchildren, and 
many great-grandchildren.  “I have had a good life,” says 
Ed.  Write a message to Ed on Sunday, July 8, on a poster 
in the narthex, or send greetings to his home at:  712 
Wellner Road, Naperville, IL  60540.  Warm birthday 
wishes to another of our wonderful centenarians! 

Thanks to Our Side-by-Side Cookie Bakers! 
Sandy Bray, Mary Eesley, Erma Bryan, Janet Hilsenbeck, Linda Bodine,   
Erin O’Brien, Margaret Blake, Jennifer Hoover, Jolene Arends, Sherrie  
Arends, Annemarie Oats, Julie Kronbach, Alice Mann, Beverly Michels,  
Margaret Harrison, Lynne Shugh, Carrie Beth Correlll, Linda Hunziker,   
Kristen DiNolfo, Sue Riedinger, Donna Anderson, Allison Fabbri, Jessica 
Rapsys, Angela McCurdy, Michael Long, Connie Systo, Ellen Burrows, Judy 
Davis, Ro Willard, Pam Carpenter, Danielle Keethler, Cathy Connor,  
Fiona Cummings, Lisa Telomen, Ruth Allison, Mary Davis, Kris House, 
Dottie House, Lisa Fosler, Lori Fahs, Letty Peters, Sue Hendrickson, Gary 
Blust, Elizabeth Dimond, Motoyama Family, Virginia Spaits, Griffith Fami-
ly, Barbara Hartman, Markham Family, Wagner Family, Winnie Harri-
son, Laura Strain, Beth Pacanowski, and all of our “anonymous” bakers! 


