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Grace Foundation  
Honors Troop 555 
Eagle Scouts  
 

From Ginny Lacy 
 

The Grace United Methodist Church 
Foundation was pleased to honor 
Derek England, Andrew Kirkland, and 
Scott Sterchi for attaining the rank of 
Eagle Scout at a ceremony on June 5, 
2011.  They are all members of Grace 
Church’s Boy Scout Troop 555.  In 
honor of this unique achievement, the 
Foundation has given each of these young men a Lifetime Member-
ship in the National Eagle Scout Association.  Fewer than two per-
cent of the boys who join scouting achieve the rank of Eagle Scout.   
 

Sam Druzak of Boy Scout Troop 111 (Naperville VFW Post 3873) 
also achieved the rank of Eagle Scout on June 26.  His Eagle project 
was the sign frame for Grace Church on Gartner Road.   

Saturday Evening Worship 
Continues Through Summer 

S aturday Evening Worship 
is a unique offering in the 

Methodist faith, but at Grace 
it is offered year-round, in-
cluding during the summer 
months for the first time this 
year.  Join us at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Activity Center for an 
informal, family-friendly circle 
of worship, featuring an in-

spiring message, weekly Holy Communion, and origi-
nal music from singer/songwriter Vickie Wagner.  The 
benefits of Saturday Evening Worship are many, espe-
cially for busy families who would like an alternative to 
Sunday morning worship.  The whole feel and atmos-
phere is special...intimate…healing—a renewing end to 
the week and springboard into the next.  Join us and 
see if Saturday Evening Worship is right for you!   

(from left) Scott Sterchi, Derek 
England and Andrew Kirkland 
attained the rank of Eagle Scout 
in a ceremony in Fellowship Hall 
on June 5. 

 

Our homebound Summer Youth Mission (July 19-21on a daily rotating basis) has a few spots available for those 
entering grade 6 through adults; contact Gaye Lynn Loufek at 630-355-1748, ext. 234, or rglbhl@aol.com ASAP! 
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Side-by-Side Answers the Call to Serve Pikeville, KY 

T he citizens of Pikeville, 
KY, could hardly believe 

their eyes.  A team of 100 
Grace teens and adults had 
completed not one, but 
seven home sites during the 
course of five working days 
June 13-17.  Sustaining ex-
tensive flood damage in 
2009, the eastern Kentucky 
city of Pikeville and its envi-
rons have seen several 
groups come in to help re-
pair homes over many 
months.  But none, said resi-
dents, accomplished what 
our abundant team had.   
 

“They were so grateful,” said 
Youth Director Gaye Lynn 
Loufek, “they got us a trolley 
and took us on a tour of 
their city.”  (A city, added 
Gaye Lynn, that is showing 
sure signs of recovery.)  
Other Side-by-Siders shared 
stories of homeowners sup-
plying them with refresh-
ments, cold drinks, and even 
an offer of a home-cooked 
meal from one couple.  Of 
this latter pair (the woman 

struggling with cancer and 
frequent trips to the doctor 
for chemotherapy), Steve 
Correll offered an emotional 
account of their gratitude:  
“When we told them we had 
to get back and weren’t able 
to have dinner with them, 
the man insisted on giving us 
a check for our work.”   
Explaining that the group 
was not there for pay, Steve 
suggested that the man offer 
whatever he would have 
given the work crew to his 
local church instead, which 
lost their building the flood.  
“The man agreed, but he 
wanted us to write our 
[Grace] name on the check 
so that his church would 
know who it really came 
from.”   
 

Jenn Wills shared that the 
homeowner on her site told 
the crew (who, like many, 
did roof repair):  “Because 
you’re here, for the first 
time in 10 years I didn’t have 
to put pots and pans in my 
living room.” Cory Burkwald 

relayed that the 
homeowner on 
his site, who 
was toting an 
oxygen tank, 
insisted on giv-
ing each worker 
a hug after they 
completed the 
work on her 
home.  
 

True to the trip’s theme of 
“Beyond the Call,” Side-by-
Side 2011 exceeded expecta-
tions on both sides.  Every-
one seemed to agree that 
the work was extremely sat-
isfying, with each person 
(regardless of age or skill) 
feeling as if they’d contrib-
uted something truly sub-
stantial on the job sites.   
 

Said Phyllis Pepiot, whose 
sister Cam Hicks accompa-
nied her driving the truck 
again this year, “Lives were 
changed for homeowners 
and our youth.  Our home-
owner was so grateful for 
the work we did...and youth 
participants gave testimonies 

to change in 
their own 
lives, especially 
noting the 
community of 
friends they 
had made, 
which they 
expect to help 
them keep 
promises of 
greater activity 
in their church 
lives and with 
God.”  
 

 

Side-by-Side 
Thanks... 

Our Shareholders 
The SxS Planning 

Committee 
Fundraiser Donors, 

Servers and Attendees 
Cookie Bakers (see page 5) 

Prayer Partners 
The Grace Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 
The Monday Afternoon 

Prayer Ministry 
Our Job Site Leaders 
The Daily Ice Brigade 

Tom Blair and the  
“Phone Cutting” Team 
The Grace Office Staff 

Barb Ceruti 
Steve Correll 

Margaret Harrison 
Scott House 

The Laird Family  
The Loufek Family 

Bruce Smith 
Joyce Stuart 

Ron and Ruth Wills 
The Wilson Family 

The warm and gracious 
people of Pikeville, KY 

 

Side-by-Side 2011   Pikeville, KY 
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CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE     

Pastor’s Journal 
       

Disciples:  Credible Witnesses to God’s Word 
 

One of the goals of Grace Church is to grow in discipleship.  This summer we are looking at the New 
Testament meaning of discipleship.  We have discovered that the Gospels were written for disciples, 
followers of “the way,” followers of Christ.  The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) is written for our 
learning.  The salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13) are people whom you trust to be there for you, who 
have an authority that comes from integrity, not publicity.  They are not in-credible or unbelievable, but 

credible witnesses to God’s word. 
 

In the coming weeks, we will examine several other New Testament books to see what they tell us about what it means 
to be a disciple.  The weekend of July 10, we will look at the Gospel of John; July 17, Romans; July 24, Philippians; August 
6, Ephesians; August 20, James; and August 27, Peter.  Join us on this journey seeking to understand our calling through 
examining God’s word. 
 

The Gospel of Mark starts: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”  The end of the Gospel is 
incomplete.  That is because the text ends, but the story does not.  We are the end of the Gospel story.  Our task as dis-
ciples is to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, as Luke says at the beginning of Acts, to the ends of the earth. 
   

         Grace and Peace, 

          

      By John Bodine 
     Church Council Chair 
 
As we wind down our 2010-2011 
church calendar year for the summer, 
we find ourselves in a relatively strong 
position financially, on budget for re-
ceipts and well under budget with ex-
penses. We anticipate no issues 
through the summer months, though I 
will encourage everyone to sustain 
their Estimates of Giving during this 
period to ensure that we keep a good 
balance. With the advice of the Stew-
ardship/Finance Committee, we had 
considered earlier in the year deferring 
an apportionment payment to the 
Northern Illinois Conference. Our cur-
rent cash position, however, has en-
abled us to make the June payment on 
schedule so as to help sustain the good 
work being done at the NIC level. 
 

The Annual Conference for NIC was 
held early in the month with a number 
of representatives from Grace, includ-
ing myself, LuRay and Harold Work-
man, Miriam Lehman, and Harriet 
McCabe as laity as well as Pastors Bob 
Atkins, Lisa Telomen, and Bill Bryan as 
clergy. Part of the proceedings this year 

involved electing representatives for 
the General Conference in 2012, which 
gathers representatives from all local 
conferences world-wide. The General 
Conference considers and acts on legis-
lation proposed all across the United 
Methodist Church that will adjust our 
policies, statements of commitment, 
and update the UMC Book of Disci-
pline. Harriet McCabe was elected to 
be one of the NIC lay representatives 
for next year.  When you see her, 
please thank her for her commitment.   
 

We witnessed the ordination and com-
missioning of clergy members, always 
an impressive and joyful process, as 
well as retirement for a number of sen-
ior pastors, including our own former 
Pastor Larry Hilkeman. The 2012 
budget was presented and approved 
with a 6.7% decrease in the apportion-
ment numbers. Proposed legislation 
emphasized Social Justice concerns, 
including international perspectives 
(Israel/Palestine, North Korea), inter-
faith concerns (zoning laws as related 
to religious institutions, interfaith dia-
logue), and affirmation of UMC inclu-
siveness (regardless of gender, ethnic-
ity, or sexual orientation). Reports 

were made from our major mission 
areas, but the most notable was Har-
vest 2020, the NIC initiative to build 
new churches and actively reach out to 
those in need. Harvest 2020 is getting 
real traction through a focus on Devel-
oping Leaders and Planting Churches. 
Results to date are appearing quite 
positive, with a sense of a reversal of 
the long-term downward trend in 
membership in the NIC and mainline 
churches in general. Several young, fiery 
pastors and youth spoke of their Har-
vest 2020 work, their energy and inspi-
ration electrifying the room. The early 
success of Harvest 2020 is drawing the 
attention of other UMC conferences as 
a potentially effective way for others to 
tackle the work of transformation as 
well.  We hope to be able to show 
Grace members the videos that docu-
ment progress to date.  
 

Bring your talents to bear, channel your 
skills and energy through the coordi-
nating influences and activities of Grace 
to make a difference in the world. Live 
your life to the fullest, without fear or 
hesitation, with appreciation for what 
you receive and what you can give. 
Spread your joy! 

July 2011 
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News deadline for the August issue of Grace Notes is:  
MONDAY, JULY 25 

Submit news to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, call 630-355-1748, 
ext. 240, or drop in the church office, ATTN:  Barb 

 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
  300 E. Gartner Road  Naperville, IL  60540 

Prayers For Vacation Bible School 
This July 11-15, children from Grace and the community 
will be learning about the love of God and having lots of fun 
at Vacation Bible School.  Please pray for our children and 
leaders!  If you would like to be a VBS Prayer Partner, paired 
with a group of children to pray for and perhaps write notes 
to, fill out and clip the above slip and return it to Margaret 
Harrison ASAP.  VBS crafters needed, too (contact Margaret 
Harrison at 630-355-1748, ext. 241). 
 

Special Needs Support July 15 
The Grace Open Doors Ministry (ODM) for the parents, 
families and caregivers of those children and youth with spe-
cial needs (be they physical, emotional, cognitive, or other) 
will gather again on Friday, July15, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 
231.  Social work professional Lindsey Lewis will speak on 
“Providing Support for Siblings in a Special Needs Family,” 
and participants will share fellowship and dessert.  Please 
contact Mark or Laurel Fleming at 630-983-6624 or  
laurellfleming@aol.com for more information about this 
meeting or the Open Doors Ministry in general.  ODM will 
also host a half-day workshop on Saturday, October 8 
(guided by speaker and Special Education teacher Barb New-
man), on how to better integrate special needs children and 
youth in church education and activities.  Save the date! 
 

July/August Summer Book Studies 
All Grace members and friends of Grace are invited to join 
Pastor Lisa Telomen’s summer book study!  In June, they 
studied Touch, by Pastor Rudy Rasmus.  This month, on 
Monday, July18, the group will be looking at Acts of Faith, by 
Eboo Patel, and on August 22, they will study Same Lake, 
Different Boat, by Stephanie Hubach.  For further information 
about summer book studies see Pastor Lisa’s column on page 3.      

Give the Gift of Life! 
Blood donations are particularly impor-
tant during the summer, when giving is 

typically down.  Blood drive dates at Grace have a memora-
ble ring to them this year, beginning with the next drive on 
August 8 (8/8); followed by an October drive on 10/10 and 
a December drive on 12/12.  Blood drives are in Fellowship 
Hall, 3:30-7:30 p.m.; watch for sign-up information in Grace In 
Mission and on our website (www.peopleofgrace.org).  Walk-
ins are also welcome; all donors need a photo ID.  Most 
drives offer a special gift to donors, but the best gift of all is 
the one of life to those who need blood. 
 

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO BE A VBS PRAYER PARTNER 
WEEK OF JULY 11-15, 2011 

 

Name:______________________________________ 
Phone:______________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________ 
E-mail_______________________________________ 

 

Small Group Study Looks at the Tough 
Questions “Thinking” Christians Have  
Beginning with orientation on Septem-
ber 12, Revs. Don Niswonger and Carol 
Findon will offer a “Living the Questions” 
small group study that can be taken in a 
choice of three 10-week sections or all 
three (totaling 30 weeks).  “Living the 
Questions” explores Christianity beyond the traditions and 
rote theologies in which so many churches seem to be stuck.  
This study offers a safe environment where “thinking” Chris-
tians have the permission to ask the tough questions that 
they’ve always wanted to ask, but were hesitant to voice.  
Note: this study will replace Pastor Don’s Disciple study for 
2011-12; it is helpful, though not required, for participants to 
have had Disciple class experience in the past.  The first class 
(following orientation on September 12) will meet on Sep-
tember 26, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 254.  Watch for further 
information, or contact Pastors Don Niswonger or Carol 
Findon at 630-416-8393 with any questions. 
 
Youth Fellowship/Bible Study Combine on 

Wednesday Evenings in the summer 
 

Youth in grades 6-12, join us for combined Youth 
Fellowship and Bible Study on Wednesday evenings, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. in Room 234, or outdoors in good 
weather.  Jr./Sr. High break-out groups are at 7:15.  
Come for faith, fellowship, and FUN in the summer, 
now through July 27 (no meeting on July 20 due to 
the Hope@Home mission).  We’ll play games—some 
of them involving water!—and grow in the presence 
of God and one another.  Leaders needed; contact 
Gaye Lynn Loufek if you are a young-at-heart adult 
or college student who would like to lead one or two 
Wednesday evenings during the summer. 
 
 

Is God Calling YOU To Stephen Ministry? 
Do you have a caring, compassionate heart?  Are you an 
open-minded, open-hearted listener?  Do you like helping 
others?  The Grace Stephen Ministry is looking for such peo-
ple to become Stephen Ministers in service to those going 
through a really difficult time in their lives.  Though they go 
through training, Stephen Ministers are lay people who offer 
confidential care without judgment or the dispensing of ad-
vice.  If you would like to learn more about Stephen Ministry 
at Grace, contact Pam Riley at 630-355-1748, ext. 229.    
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By John Bodine 
 

I n May 
I was 

asked 
by the 
Union 
of Con-
cerned 
Scien-
tists if I 
would 

help them advocate for the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency role of regulating air 
pollution under the Clean 
Air Act.  My wife Linda and I 
have a strong interest in en-
vironmental stewardship, 
including food, air and water 
quality, and yes, the adverse 
effects of greenhouse gases 
that are increasingly causing 
climate change. The EPA has 
been regulating pollutants 
going into the atmosphere 
under the Clean Air Act for 
over 40 years, with wonder-
ful results in reducing smog, 
acid rain, and closing the 
ozone hole over the South-
ern Hemisphere. Scientists 
have recently recognized, 
however, that the severe 
respiratory health problems 
of ground-level ozone, 
formed in connection with 
fossil fuel combustion from 

vehicles and coal-fired power 
stations, are amplified as at-
mospheric temperatures 
rise. In other words, global 
warming due to greenhouse 
gases can begin to undo 
much of the progress that 
has been made in the last 40 
years on air quality. 
 

I agreed to help, recognizing 
a wonderful congruence of 
belief in God and concern 
about our environment be-
tween the faith and science 
communities. I have a geo-
science background, having 
worked as a researcher and 
an oil and gas explorationist; 
most recently, I served as a 
business executive with a 
Chicago area manufacturing 
company. Since retiring, I’ve 
dug into the climate change 
issue to distinguish fact from 
fiction. The more I’ve 
learned, the greater my con-
cern and sense of urgency 
have grown to address the 
problem of greenhouse gas 
emissions and help find clean 
sources of energy. There is 
no avoiding the conclusions 
for which there has been 
strong, multi-faceted scien-
tific evidence for many years: 
 

1) Climate change is real, is 
already being felt, and is a 

global threat; 2) the poor 
and those with marginal re-
sources around the world 
will be hit first and hardest, 
but we will all be impacted in 
the end; 3) actions to miti-
gate the problem are under-
stood, but difficult to accept; 
4) coherent policy and regu-
latory action in the U.S. is 
imperative, since we are by 
far the highest per capita 
energy consumers and pol-
luters. 
 

Though controversial over 
the last decade, these points 
are generally agreed upon by 
our leaders. Unfortunately, 
the highly charged and polar-
ized political environment in 
the U.S. makes coherent pol-
icy and action difficult.  Po-
tential delays in acting are 
mainly related to short-term 
priority differences as to 
who should be doing the 
regulating. Regardless of 
one’s political party, from my 
learning, this global problem 
looms as the most significant 
of our age, threatening our 
culture and civilization. 
 

With a team of experts and 
UCS staff, I met with staff 
members of six northern 
Illinois congressmen (Joe 
Walsh, Bobby Schilling, 

Randy Hultgren, Adam 
Kinzinger, Robert Dold, and 
Judy Biggert) and our two 
Illinois senators, Dick Durbin 
and Mark Kirk, to encourage 
supporting the EPA in forth-
coming rule changes to regu-
late greenhouse gases. We 
advocated for the EPA to 
continue regulating health- 
risking environmental pollut-
ants, and I was also able to 
indicate that I would be re-
porting on my Capitol Hill 
visit to over 600 delegates of 
the Northern Illinois Confer-
ence at the Annual Confer-
ence two days later. This 
was of strong interest, be-
cause the NIC represents 
125,000 UMC members 
across the state. I was im-
pressed with the democratic 
process and the receptivity 
of our elected officials to 
diverse points of view in 
wrestling through these 
complex public policy issues. 
They do want to hear from 
constituents, and they take 
your views into account. I 
urge you to speak out with a 
phone call, a letter, or an e-
mail to express your opinion 
if you, too, are concerned 
about what kind of world 
we’ll be leaving to our  
grandchildren. 

Stewardship for Our Environment:  Climate Change 

The state of Illinois recently 
sliced funding for homeless 
shelters by 52%.  Hesed 
House Executive Director 
Ryan Dowd responded to 
the cuts by saying:  “I do 

not know why the most vulnerable 
citizens in Illinois are paying a dispro-
portionate cost of budget cutting; I do 
not know what this means for home-
less shelters around the state; and I 
don’t fully know what this means for 
Hesed.”  Dowd stated that while  

Hesed House will not be forced to 
shut down, it will definitely have to cut 
back on services that help homeless 
people out of the shelter and back on 
their own.  Dowd promised that He-
sed House would “redouble our fund-
raising efforts to keep as many essen-
tial services running as possible.”  The 
news of such funding cuts compels us 
as Christian citizens to take even 
greater notice of the plight our poor-
est fellow Illinoisans face.  Here are 
some things we can do right now: 

Volunteer at DuPage PADS  
Public Action to Deliver Shelter  

Sign up in the Activity Center on Sun-
days to work a shift serving guests at the 
DuPage PADS facility at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Lisle July 20-21 or to provide 
food for these guests (contact Catherine 

Page for more information; 630-420-
8239 or cpage46@yahoo.com). 

Bring Food Donations August 7 
Deposit groceries for Loaves & Fishes in 
the basket in the narthex or the bin near 
the kitchen.  Monetary donations to the 

“Love Loaf” are also appreciated. 

Funding Cuts For Our Poorest Neighbors Heighten Need For Our Attention 
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t’s summer!  (Although it 
seems more like spring with 
all the rain!)  Since childhood, 

summers have marked an up-
swing in my time for reading.  
This summer I look forward to 
sharing some of my reading 
with our church and friends!  
June 27 was our first book 
study, discussing Pastor Rudy 
Rasmus’ book Touch: Pressing 
Against the Wounds of a Broken 
World.  Every time I return to 
it, this book challenges me and 
my understanding of what it 
means to be a pastor and what 
our churches are called to do.  
I believe it is a good wake-up 
call to all of us to re-think what 
we believe about who Christ is 
for us and what he is calling us 
to do—and be—in our world 
today.  St. John’s Church, Pas-
tor Rudy’s church, has trans-

formed downtown Houston, 
TX.  I encourage folks to 
Google his church, and this 
pastor, to learn more about 
what God is doing through 
them.  If we truly believe Christ 
calls us to be God’s love in the 
world, then how are we going 
about living this truth, every 
day? 
 

I am looking forward to sharing 
with others two more wonder-
ful, challenging books this sum-
mer:  Acts of Faith, by Eboo 
Patel, and Same Lake, Different 
Boat, by Stephanie Hubach.  
Both of these books challenge 
us to rethink our discipleship, 
to whom we show God’s love, 
and how we show it.  They also 
challenge us to re-think the 
systems we keep in place to 
define and separate people, and 
to act to change those systems 

into ones that bring healing, 
hope, and inclusion.   Pastor 
Rudy’s book also sounds this 
challenge. 
 

How do we make our faith 
authentic, honest, and congru-
ent, becoming more like Jesus 
in what we believe and how we 
behave?  This is a disciple’s and 
apostle’s question for all of life, 
describing the path of his or 
her journey to attain perfection 
in God’s love, as Wesley would 
say.  I believe each of these 
three books tells a compelling 
part of this story for us, and 
each asks us the right questions 
to stimulate our thinking and 
transform our hearts.  I hope 
that you will join us on the 
journey this summer, and share 
your thoughts and your heart 
with us as we grow in faith  
together! 

Eboo Patel’s 
Acts of Faith 
will be dis-
cussed on 
July 18, 1:00-
2:30 p.m. in Room 254; Stepha-
nie Hubach’s Same Lake, Differ-
ent Boat will be discussed on 
August 22, also in Room 254 
from 1:00-2:30.  All are wel-
come to read the books 
(available in the church office 
for $15 per copy), and discuss 
them with us.  Whether you 
read one, two or all three 
books, and whether or not you 
can discuss them with the 
group, let these books speak to 
your heart and your life! 
 

On the journey with you in 
Christ’s love,   

Linking Up to Grace      By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

I n the music ministry 
office at Grace 

Church we try to ask 
ourselves pointed ques-
tions about the things 
we do.  Is a project serv-
ing our mission? Are we 
reaching our congrega-
tion?  Our city and be-
yond?  Are we getting 
our message across?  
Are we making unin-
formed assumptions 
about our decisions?  
 

The Grace Concert Se-
ries is no exception, and 
we've been asking these 
important questions in 
preparation for the com-
ing season. I'm happy to 
report that the process 
is moving forward with 
increasing focus.   
 

The Concert Series lead-
ership team has ex-
panded, now including 
Jim Howard and Larry 
Fuhrer. Jim is a very 
dedicated member of 
several of our worship 
ministry ensembles.  

His rich resumé includes 
a music degree, experi-
ence leading large church 
music ministries, digital 
technological expertise, 
and an eye for quality 
and detail. Larry brings 
expertise in organiza-
tional leadership, devel-
opment, publication, 
international missions, 
and education as well as 
extensive experience in 
church ministry leader-
ship.  We're blessed to 
have these gifted men on 
our Concerts team!   
 

Our vision is for the 
Concert Series to play a 
significant role in captur-
ing the hearts, minds and 
imagination of Grace 
Church and the Naper-
ville area through the 
presentation of great 
music.  Can we play a 
major role in making 
Grace a destination for 
the thousands who 
travel past our church 
each week? Can we let 

our congregation know 
that our concerts have a 
purpose beyond simply 
another choice on our 
crowded calendars? 
Some of the following 
refinements will help this 
vision become reality: 
 

Mission Connections  
The Concert Series has a 
built-in outreach pur-
pose, which we will 
make even clearer by 
creating a Mission Con-
nection with almost 
every concert.  Part of 
the concert proceeds 
will support outward-
focused mission. Though 
the Series continues to 
climb out of a financial 
deficit, we are choosing 
nevertheless to commit 
to outreach funding with 
a significant part of con-
cert revenues. 
 

Community Partnerships 
We will include local 
musicians, student 
organizations and other 
worthy groups in as 

many concerts as we 
can, so that the families 
and friends of these local 
connections will want to 
be part of these con-
certs. We also will pur-
sue corporate sponsor-
ship for our events, 
when possible. Can your 
business sponsor a con-
cert this year, or pur-
chase ad space in the 
season programs? 
 

Education—We have 
some exciting plans 
brewing to help adults, 
youth and children bet-
ter understand the music 
that is presented. Expect 
more multi-media and 
more informal informa-
tion about the music that 
will help everyone to 
participate fully in the 
experience. 
 

Variety of Styles—This 
coming season we will 
strive to have even more 
concerts with connec-
tions for children and 
families and to address 

the variety of tastes rep-
resented in our church 
and our city. We will 
have slightly fewer con-
certs overall, but more 
of a mix of genres. 
 

This summer is a great 
time to join the Con-
certs team.  If you bring 
leadership expertise, 
we'd love to talk to you 
about joining our small 
working board.  We also 
have many tasks to ac-
complish that don't re-
quire meetings.  You can 
place posters, take re-
sponsibility for a recep-
tion, manage the 
"house," take tickets, and 
much more.  We're ex-
cited about this coming 
season, and we hope you 
are too!   
 

To be part of the Concerts 
team, please contact Dan 
Wagner at 630-355-
1748, ext. 232, or  
danwagner@ 
peopleofgrace.org. 

Concert Series Sharpens Focus for 2011-12 Season    By Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 
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O n Sunday, June 19, Ruthann Johnson told the Grace 
congregation how she was miraculously saved by a 

perfectly situated paint can when she fell over (not down) 
a staircase some years ago.  After that experience, 
Ruthann knew God had reason for her to remain on this 
earth and do something significant.  But what?, she won-
dered, and asked God that very question.  He answered 
by showing her that she should serve children in need, 
which is what she is doing through “Clothing for Chil-
dren,” a project that she and her granddaughter Shelby, 
along with Lisa Borton, have brought to Grace.  During 

the course of five 
days (between June 
19 and June 24), 93 
packets of materials 
to sew a pillowcase 
dress for girls were 
checked out, 35 
women participated 
in the sewing work-
shops held at Grace 
June 22 and 23, and 
18 dresses have been 
completed and re-

turned as 
of this 
writing.  
“The 
work-
shops 
were an 
amazing 
success, 
with 
women 
coming to 
sew as 
well as check out packets to sew at home,” said Ruthann.  
For boys, donations of shorts in sizes 2-18 are currently 
being collected in various locations around the church.     
 

Donations of cotton fabric, pillowcases, and double fold bias 
tape to make dress packets are greatly appreciated; com-
pleted dresses are due by the end of the summer.  Shorts for 
boys (sizes 2-18) can be deposited in the bins located around 
the church.  Contact Ruthann Johnson at 630-983-1942 or 
Johnson@snapshots2.com with questions or if you would like 
to make a pillowcase dress this summer. 

“Clothing for Children” a Case of Great Service 

Shelby Johnson is wearing one of the pillowcase dresses 
that she, her grandmother Ruthann, and several others 
are sewing for girls in need around the world. 

Along with Lisa Borton (far right), 
Ruthann Johnson (second from right) 
conducted pillowcase dress making work-
shops June 22 and 23 in Fellowship Hall. 

By Angela McCurdy 
 

The Grace Church Library Commit-
tee would like to express its apprecia-
tion to the family of Wayne S. Chur-
chill for their generosity in funding the 
renovation and installation of the 
Baracca Sunday School Class window 
in the Grace Church Library (Room 
223). This window is one of the me-
morial stained glass windows from 
Grace’s former building on Ellsworth 
and Van Buren Streets.  When Grace 
moved to our current building in 1971, the church  
requested purchase of the stained glass windows if ever 
they were removed.  North Central College, which pur-
chased the downtown building, granted this request and 
made the windows available as a gift in 2007.  A picture of 
the class who commissioned this window hangs in the 
Chapel.  We are grateful to Carol Sue Churchill, Steven 
Wayne Churchill, John Gurney, Lisa Churchill, and Sydney, 
Evan and Luke Churchill for making it possible to share this 
piece of our church heritage with the current and future 
people of Grace.   
 

If you would like more information on the Memorial 
Stained Glass Windows project, please contact Winnie 
Graver (630-769-6089) or Sue Schofield (630-778-9559).   

Library Grateful to Churchill Family Summer fun this month! 
ALL-CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, July 17, 11:30am 
Families of Grace, join us for our annual All-Church Picnic 
on Sunday, July 17, beginning at 11:30 a.m. on the field.  To 
eat, we’ll have hamburgers, hot dogs, ice cream sundaes, 
and tasty potluck salads.  For music, we’ll have the fabu-
lously entertaining ScribbleMonster (back by popular de-
mand!), and for fun, we’ll have games, Moon Jump, and fel-
lowship!  Please bring a salad to share—two, if your family 
exceeds four people.  Cost is $5 per person or $20 for 
four or more.  Tickets are on sale in the Activity Center on 
Sundays and in the church office during the week.   
 

FCM BEAN BAG TOURNAMENT 
Friday, July 22, 6:00pm 
Men, don’t miss Fellowship of Christian Men’s 2nd Annual 
Bean Bag Tournament on Friday, July 22, beginning with 
complimentary dinner at 6:00 p.m., followed by the bean 
toss tournament at 6:30 on the field.  This evening of fierce 
competition, lots of laughs, and congenial fellowship is the 
perfect opportunity to get to know the men of Grace in a 
environment of fun for all.  Bring your friends and 
neighbors...women, shoo your men out the door and en-
courage them to come!  RSVP with Bob Pacanowski at 630-
355-0804 or bobfod@aol.com.  This event is rain or 
shine—we’ll be in Fellowship Hall in case of poor weather. 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Roger Anderson, husband of Avonna Lee Landwehr Anderson 
Ethel Mae Birkey, mother of Jill Ridder 
Catherine Goodwin, mother of Betty Long 
William Hellyer, father of Traci Nelson  (continued top right) 

(continued from bottom left) 

Sympathies to the Friends and Family of... 
Ileane Lepkowski, aunt of Don Chivas 
Betty Newstrom Payne, mother of Jack Payne 
Betty Sheasley, aunt of Letty Peters 

                                  Baptisms 
Phoebe Olivia Macaluso, daughter of Steve Macaluso and Alexis 
Dunne, was baptized on June 12 
Finnleigh Skye, daughter of John and Hollie Ervin, was baptized on 
June 26 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Lucas Jeffrey, son of Kristen and Rich Ishihara and great-grandson 
of Les and Elaine Pauls, was born on June 17 
Jedidiah David, son of Mark and Samantha Crabtree and great-
grandson of Al and Barbara Hoch, was born on June 20 
Cameron Alexander, son of Sean and Michelle Fraser and grand-
son of Wally and Carol Fraser, was born on June 22 
Kelly Schultz and Ryan Benton were married on June 25 
Dana Allen and Richard Ranieri were married on July 1 
Derek England, Andrew Kirkland and Scott Sterchi of 
Grace’s Troop 555 attained the rank of Eagle Scout on June 5;  
Sam Druzak attained Eagle Scout rank on June 26 (see back cover) 
Ed Wolak celebrates his 99th birthday on July11; send greetings to 
712 Wellner Rd., Naperville, IL  60540 
Berneice Quinn celebrates her 92nd on July 13; send greetings to 
200 Village Dr. #232, Downers Grove, IL  60516 
Irene McGaughey celebrates her 94th birthday on July 21; send 
greetings to 1700 Robin Lane #406, Lisle, IL  60532 
Juanita Burney celebrates her 92nd birthday on July 27; send 
greetings to 535 W. Ogden Ave. #216, Naperville, IL  60563 

 Welcome, New Members 
Names in bold indicate new members of Grace 

Brian and Jenna Kraskiewicz and sons Wyatt and Sean 
Robert and Christine Monzo 
Rob and Christina Steva and newborn daughter Sophia Louise 
Charles and Martha Wilson 
Jeff and Kathy Van Eeuwen and sons Alek and Ian 

Letters 
Dear Friends and Family at Grace, 
Thank you all for the care package I received in the mail.  The goodies 
inside gave me the energy that I need to go about my duties as a student 
pilot.  My classmates were especially grateful as they enjoyed the gifts 
provided by people they’ve never met.  We thank you for thinking about 
us.  It’s for people like you that we are so happy to do our job day in and 
day out.   
 

God Bless,   
Lt. Neils Abderhalden 
 

Dear Grace Church, 
Thank you so much for honoring my high school graduation this past Sun-
day.  I really appreciated the opportunity to hear the plans of my fellow 
Grace graduates as well as getting the blessings from other members of 
the congregation.  I would like to especially thank the Prayer Shawl Minis-
try for the beautiful bookmark and the Youth Ministry for The Message 
Bible.  I know during college that I will read this Bible and remember how 
blessed I am to have a caring Church family back home. 
 

Love,  
Lily Hanrath  

 

       Animal Attraction! 
This is Jules, a three-year-old tabby cat who lives with the 
Ceruti family.  She was adopted in April of 2009 in the Na-
perville Humane Society’s “Desperate Housecats” promo-
tion.  The Ceruti boys named her after a character in the 
film Pulp Fiction, but no one ever calls her “Jules.”  She is 
simply “Kitty” and will come running from wherever she is 
to that name.  She is playful, social, hilariously acrobatic 
(even for a cat), loves to drink from a running faucet, and 
totally owns the Ceruti’s Golden Retriever, who pre-dates 
her in the family home by three years! 
 

Photos Needed! I have featured my own pet because Grace 
Notes is completely out of animal photos.  If you would like this col-
umn to continue, please send photos taken by you (or someone you 
know; no internet downloads, please) and a description of the animal 
to Barb Ceruti at gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, or drop in the 
church office, ATTN: Barb.  Photos will be returned upon request.   

Jules  
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  Thanks to Our Side-by-Side Cookie Bakers! 
Cheryl Ameiss, Donna Anderson, Trudy Andsager, Jolene 
Arends, Sherrie Arends, Kathy Bessey, Margaret Blake, 
Carrie Corell, Polly Correll, Mike and Gaye Craig, Mary 
Davis, Mary Eesley, Helen Enger, Holly Fabbri, Lisa Fosler, 
Megan Griffith, Margaret Harrison, Miriam Harrison, Win-
nie Harrison, Sue Hendrickson, Linda Hunziker, Wanda 
Jones, Julie Kronbach, Barb Lanman, Sandy Leedy, Melissa 
Matthews, Angela McCurdy, Bev Michels, Anne Mixen, 
Miki Motoyama, Dana Nadherny, Sue Riedinger, Leslie 
Rogers, Char Schwabero, Lorraine Scoville, Lynne Shugh, 
Virginia Spaits, Chris St. John, Laura Strain, Connie Systo, 
Pastor Lisa Telomen, Ilona Truckenbrod, Betsy Tyo, Vir-
ginia Vance, Lillian Volz, and Jennifer Wills.  


