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AALLLL  CCHURCHHURCH  PPICNICICNIC! !   
Sunday, July 18 
Beginning at 11:30 a.m. on the Field 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, ice cream sundaes, 
games, Moon Jump, and special musical guests… 
 

SCRIBBLEMONSTER! 
www.scribblemonster.com 

$5 per person/$20 max. per 
family (covers food and  

entertainment) 

Purchase tickets in the  
Activity Center on Sundays or 
in the church office during the 
week; please bring a salad to 

share—two if your family 
exceeds four people 

Our friends from Trinity 
UMC will be joining us—

come say hello! 

 

Fellowship of Christian Men  

Summer Forum  

FRIDAY, JULY 23FRIDAY, JULY 23 

Beginning with dinner on church  

grounds at 6:00 p.m. 
 

1st Annual 

Bean Bag 

Tournament!  

 

Easy to learn, easy to 
play!  If you can toss a 
light bag, you can play 

this game! 

Tournament follows 

dinner; teams will be 

organized durin
g 

dinner...invite 
your 

friends & neighbors!  

Compete for a 

great Grand Prize! 

FOOD, FUN, FELLOWSHIP—FREE! 

RSVP with Bob Pacanowski 630-355-0804 
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Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

ulia did not 
want to be 
photographed.  

Despite pleas for a 
group photo from 
those who had 
spent a steamy 
week working on 
her home in the 
scenic, yet starkly 
impoverished  
Appalachian 
“holler,” the hum-
ble woman ducked 
inside when the 
cameras came out.  
But she had some-
thing to say, and 
she wanted her 
words recorded.  
“You have to 
write it, because I’m 
no writer,” she told 
me, then proceeded 
to express her grati-
tude with a heartfelt 
eloquence I could not 
hope to adequately 
paraphrase.  When 
we presented her 
with a Bible and a 
prayer shawl, Julia 
said, “If someone of-
fered me these gifts 
or a million dollars, I 
would take these 
gifts.”   
 

This is just one of 
many stories that 
came out of the Side-
by-Side summer 
youth mission to 
Asheville, NC, June 
12-20.  Stories of 
hope, stories of 
unlikely friendships 
with the adults and 
children of this  

mountain community, 
stories of profound 
new bonds with our 
fellow Grace mem-
bers, stories of God 
working within us, 
filling us up, changing 
us as only He can.   
 

“Side-by-Side 2010, 
‘Building On the 
Rock,’ was full of God 
winks, testimonials, 
laughter, tears, and 
changed lives,” said 
Youth Director Gaye 
Lynn Loufek, who I 
can personally attest 
(because my office is 
next to hers) spends 
a full year planning 
every last detail of a 
trip that over 100 
participants will re-
member for a life-
time.  She added, 
“The people of Appa-
lachia grew accus-

tomed to seeing our 
entourage of mini-
vans drive into the 
holler.  The people of 
Buncombe Baptist 
Assembly were ex-
cited to get a new 
roof to replace the 
one that has leaked 
for the past five 
years.  The people of 
Marshall, NC, learned 
that not all church 
groups are like the 
one that came several 
years ago, promising 
to do work and not 
keeping that promise.  
The people of Grace 
learned that life really 
can still be simple, as 
demonstrated by the 
people of Appalachia,  
and that the sound of 
a free-flowing creek 
can be mesmeriz-
ing...if you stop to 
listen.”   

Listening to that 
creek is a bit like feel-
ing the quiet, yet un-
deniable presence of 
God on a mission like 
Side-by-Side.  “On 
more than one occa-
sion, our youth ex-
pressed how they 
liked doing the work, 
but that working was 
really a minimal por-
tion of our trip,” said 
Gaye Lynn, referring 
to the connection 
with God and one 
another that the daily 
routine of prayer, 
devotions, small 
group gatherings,  
music and worship 
foster, not to men-
tion eating and bunk-
ing together on 
church floors and in 
dorm rooms, and a 
good dose of fun.   
 

Mid-week, most of 
the group enjoyed a 
thrilling whitewater 
rafting expedition on 
the French Broad 
River, while others 
toured the opulent 
Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville. 
 

The work accom-
plished in five short 
days by willing youth 
and adults was nev-
ertheless remark-
able.  Said Scott 
House, whose son 
Tyler joined him 
again on Side-by-
Side this year, “I 
would like to offer 
a special thank you 

to the members of 
Grace who supported 
us through your do-
nations of money, 
time, food, supplies 
and prayer.  You 
should be extremely 
proud of the youth of 
this church!  No mat-
ter the task at hand, 
whether painting, 
roofing, fixing, digging, 
cleaning, building, 
learning, or simply 
listening and caring, 
our youth dove in 
head first, making a 
difference in the lives 
of many.”   
 

 
See page 5 for a list of 
those we wish to thank 
for their support of 
Side-by-Side. 

2010 Side-by-Side Mission Brings Hope to the “Holler”      By Barb Ceruti 

“Miss Babs,” a North Carolina homeowner, offers a prayer of thanksgiving after 
receiving a prayer shawl from the Side-by-Siders who worked on her home. 
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 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

       By John Bodine 
     Church Council Chair 
         
Church Council was pleased to note that 
members have maintained a steady pat-
tern of giving to date, helping to position 
us well for the summer. Thanks to all 
who have been able to respond to this 
concern. Please continue to help as we 
enter our July and August time frame 
with regular or accelerated giving as you 
can manage. June and July are buzzing 
with activity at Grace, with lots of stories 
coming back from our Side-by-Side team, 
both in construction and repair activities 
as well as stepping out to work with chil-
dren in the local community. Vacation 
Bible School is just around the corner, 
and we look forward to seeing everyone 
at the All Church Picnic on July 18. There 
will be good eats, good music, good com-
pany and good fun! 
 

The Grace Foundation was required to 
update its bylaws to conform with evolv-
ing Illinois State Law. Changes were de-
signed to facilitate more effective report-
ing and management of principal and 
gains. Investment opportunities have be-
come much more complex since the by-
laws were last reviewed.  Members who 
might consider setting up memorial ac-
counts or bequeathing gifts can be  

assured that their specifications for how 
the funds are to be used will be fully  
accommodated. 
 

A team of Grace members attended the 
NIC Annual Conference in mid-June, in-
cluding Miriam Lehman, Harold and Lu-
Ray Workman, Harriet McCabe, and my-
self, along with Pastors Atkins and Bryan 
and Bonnie Johansen-Werner. This was 
my first attendance at an Annual Confer-
ence, and I found it to be very interest-
ing. My first overwhelming impression 
was of the great diversity of the partici-
pants—ethnic, racial, cultural, gender, 
small church/large church, urban/
suburban/country.  It was a very joyful 
and inclusive atmosphere! Music was 
powerful and inspired throughout the 
conference.  A large group of youth put 
on a music and dance exhibition and con-
ducted the Sunday evening service.  Leg-
islative issues were considered, debated 
and voted upon, and while several Con-
ference churches were merged or closed 
down, we heard reports from Harvest 
2020 of new churches opening with en-
thusiasm and vigor. Inclusiveness for 
membership of all people who profess 
their faith was affirmed, regardless of 
personal attributes, including sexual ori-
entation. Concerns about unification is-
sues for the global UMC were aired in 

recognition of the many cross-cultural 
challenges that must be worked through 
to achieve common perspectives. A team 
chartered by the General Conference is 
working along these lines in anticipation 
of the 2012 General Conference.  Gil 
Rendle, a church organizational effective-
ness consultant, spoke several times on 
the prospect that transformational 
change in culture and global social con-
text may be upon us. Most mainstream 
churches are struggling to maintain mem-
bership in the U.S., while at the same 
time individuals are seeking answers to 
soulful yearnings and believers are grow-
ing rapidly in Africa and Asia and other 
parts of the world. We perceive a need 
for adaptation, but we don’t have a view 
of the endpoint. While this creates angst, 
discomfort and stress, it is also stimulat-
ing and presents opportunities. How do 
we engage and respond as a church and 
as individuals? This is something for us to 
think about. 
 

Have this in mind as you connect with 
people day to day:  What needs do they 
have? What does Grace have to offer? 
Are we on a track to serve our commu-
nity and to make a difference in the 
world?  Reach out to someone, say hello, 
become acquainted. Everyone is welcome 
here! And we make that happen! 

Pastor’s Journal 
 

The Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup with an overtime goal that no one saw but Patrick Kane.  Instead of being 
eliminated from play, the U.S. soccer team went into the second round of the World Cup, scoring in the final 
seconds.  At Wimbledon, Frenchman Nicolas Mahut played American John Isner in the longest tennis match 
ever—11 hours.  Together, they scored 980 points in 183 games.  Even without the Sox and the Cubs providing 
fireworks, this summer’s sports have been spectacular. 

 

While the world watched soccer, ten people were killed and 60 others were wounded by gunfire in Chicago over one weekend 
in June. There have been more than 200 homicides so far this year in the city.  This equals the number of Americans killed in 
the war zones of Iraq and Afghanistan this year.  The areas of the city that are experiencing this violence are expanding; they are 
no longer limited to just a few blocks or certain neighborhoods.  Streets that used to be “safe” now feel like war zones. 
 

While we are fascinated by sporting conflicts and awed by athletes in action, let us also consider the people of the city who live 
in fear.  There is no simple solution to the problem of violence on city streets; they must be reclaimed block by block, winning 
hearts and minds.  Marcy-Newberry, our United Methodist Community Center on the near west side of Chicago, is initiating 
new programs to take youth off the streets through basketball and other activities.  These are summer sports that have equal 
impact to the great moments we witness on TV.  Still, the problem is overwhelming. 
 

When Jesus cured a child brought to him by a father who could not save his son from self-destructive behavior, his followers 
asked why they could not solve the problem.  Jesus answered that this kind comes out only with prayer.  True then, true now. 
         

          Grace and Peace,   
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News deadline for August Grace 
Notes: Monday, July 26 

Submit news to gumcnotes@ 
peopleofgrace.org or call 
 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd.,  
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  

July 2010 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in  
“Grace in Mission,” our Saturday/Sunday bulletin insert, and online 
at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements”  
on the home page to view or download announcements. 

 

All Church Picnic July 18!  
(See back cover) 
 

Junior High Mini-Mission 
Trip July 20! 
Calling all students entering 
6-8th grade!  Youth Ministry 
is planning a one-day mission 
trip to the Marcy Center in 
Chicago on Tuesday, July 20.  
The Marcy Center is part of 
Marcy-Newberry, a non-
profit United Methodist-
related community center 
that serves children from 
low-income areas of Chi-
cago.  Our work will include 
indoor chores within the 
center, and we will also have 
the opportunity to interact 
with preschool children 
through stories, song and 
playtime.  We will depart 
from Grace at 7:30 a.m. on 
July 20, returning for a pizza 
dinner around 5:00 p.m., 
then take some time to share 
our experiences.  The eve-

ning will wrap up around 
6:30 p.m.  Cost of $25 in-
cludes a mission  
t-shirt, transportation and 
pizza upon return.  If this 
newsletter arrives later than 
our kick-off meeting on July 7 
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 234, 
please contact  Gaye Lynn 
Loufek at 630-355-1748. 
 

Fellowship of Christian 
Men’s Bean Bag  
Tournament July 23 
(See back cover) 
 

Healing Flow Yoga 
Regular summer classes meet 
on Monday evenings, 7:00-
8:15 p.m. and Thursday 
mornings 6-00-7:00 a.m.   
Special workshops for the 
remainder of the summer, all 
7:00-8:30 p.m., are:  July 8 
(Restorative Yoga); July 22 
(Yoga for Pain Relief);  
August 5 (Restorative 
Yoga); August 26 (Yoga for 
Back Care).  For fees and 
further information, visit  
www.healingflowyoga.com. 
 

UMW Book Group 
United Methodist Women’s 
Book Group meets on 
Wednesday, July 28, 12:45 
p.m. in the home of Eleanor 
Preston.  All readers are wel-
come to come and discuss 
Sweeping Up Glass, by Caro-
lyn Wall.  Contact Mary Abe 
at 630-355-1030 for further 
information. 
 

Partner Families/Spanish 
Interpreters Needed 
The Grace Religion and Race 
Commission has again invited 
the families of Trinity UMC 
in Joliet to be part of our 
11:00 a.m. worship on Sun-
day, July 18, as well as our All 
Church Picnic that afternoon.  
Families with children who 

are learning Spanish in school 
are wanted to partner with a 
family from Trinity with chil-
dren of roughly the same 
age.  We anticipate that 
these families will be assigned 
to one another in the Activ-
ity Center at 10:30 a.m. on 
July 18 and that they will sit 
together at the 11:00 a.m. 
worship and at the picnic.  
 If you are interested in serv-
ing as a partner family or 
Spanish interpreter (adults, 
high school or college stu-
dents with a knowledge of 
Spanish needed!), please con-
tact Pastor Lisa Telomen at 
630-355-1748, ext. 226.  
Help us to better assimilate 
our Trinity families with 
those at Grace! 
 

Sunday School Teachers  
Needed 
Sunday School teachers are 
needed to teach children 
aged two through fifth grade.  
You do NOT have to have 
children of your own to  
effectively teach Sunday 
School!  Many of all ages and 
stages have found teaching 
children about God and Jesus 
to be greatly fulfilling.  There 
will be fall orientation meet-
ings on Sundays, August 15 
and 22, but teachers are 
needed now for the summer 
as well.  Please contact Kathy 
Bessey at 630-355-9618 to 
volunteer or find out more. 
 

Go Green With Grace 
Notes! 
If you would be willing to 
help reduce our footprint on 
the environment as well as 
our printing and mailing 
costs, please consider access-
ing this newsletter online and 
not through the U.S. mail.   
E-mail gumcnotes@ 

peopleofgrace.org with the 
words “online only” in the 
subject line.  You will be no-
tified of new issues and how 
to access them as soon as 
they are available.  You’ll also 
see every issue in full color!  
Be sure to include your name 
if it is not easily identified by 
your e-mail address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Parents, Join Us  
    On the Journey! 

Parents, you are invited to 
join a group of Christian 
support, fellowship, Bible 
study, mission, etc. on Sun-
day mornings at 9:30 in the 
Conference Room.  Gain 
first-hand knowledge of all 
that’s happening at Grace 
for youth and families, get to 
know other parents and 
how they handle the chal-
lenges of parenting, and have 
some fun socializing and get-
ting to know one another!  
It doesn’t matter how old 
your children are or where 
you are on the parenting 
journey.  And don’t worry if 
you can’t make it every Sun-
day!  Just come when you 
can! Contact Amy Hashimi 
at 630-369-9338 for more 
information.   

Handbell Ringer 
Needed! 

The Grace 
Bell En-
semble 
will be in 
great need 
of a ringer 
this fall.  If 

you know which is your left 
hand and which is your right, 
and you know how to count, 
you can join Grace Bells!  
We’ll teach you all you need 
to know!  Think seriously 
about this opportunity to be 
in music ministry at Grace 
through the bell choir.  Con-
tact Director Val Dudley with 
questions or for further in-
formation at 630-357-1266.  
We need you!    
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Rebuilding Together-Aurora 
April 23-24 and May 1, 2010 

 

Nearly 
100 
volun-
teers 
from 

Grace participated in the 2010 Re-
building Together-Aurora mission to 
restore a home on May Street in 
Aurora, IL.  Said Grace RTA liaison 
Thatch Irwin, who for many years has 
led a team from Grace in restoring a 
home in Aurora, “The homeowners 
were very satisfied and grateful for 
what we did to rebuild and fix up their 
house.  In my opinion, their kitchen 
and second floor bathroom are beauti-
ful and functional.  Painting the entire 
exterior and interior of their house 
was long overdue, and it looks much 
better now!”  The team also cut down 
a 25-foot tree and 15 bushes in the 
home’s front yard, vastly improving its 
curb appeal.   
 

While skilled and unskilled laborers 
will be needed at the 2011 RTA event 
next April, Grace members can sup-
port this worthwhile local mission 
right now.  Because the supplies re-
quired to complete the many tasks on 
the May Street home exceeded the 
$3,900 allotted budget by $950 (which 
RTA reimbursed), Grace members are 
asked to please consider making a lar-
ger donation to Rebuilding Together 
to offset the overage.  According to 
Thatch, “RTA is an excellent mission 
and a worthy cause.  It is local, and 

100% of our volunteer efforts go di-
rectly to homeowners who have very 
low incomes, are elderly or disabled.”  
If you would like to support the Re-
building Together-Aurora mission 
through your financial resources or by 
volunteering at next year’s event, con-
tact Thatch Irwin at 630-961-3278 or  
tirwin@wideopenwest.com, or visit 
www.rebuildingtogetheraurora.com. 
 

DuPage PADS (Public Action 
to Deliver Shelter) 
June 23-24, 2010 

 

Grace Hunger 
Chair Catherine 
Page offers heart-
felt thanks to the 
many Grace youth 
and adults who 

participated in the local DuPage PADS 
mission to provide food and shelter to 
homeless adults and children at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Lisle June 23-24.  
Twenty-five people baked casseroles, 
cookies and provided food, while the 
Grace Church & Society committee 
provided radishes from the Grace 
vegetable garden to enhance the salad 
guests were served.  Betsy Koepnick’s 
5th grade Sunday School class and 
some of their parents, along with a 
group of Erin Collard’s friends, quickly 
and efficiently prepared 60 pads for 
guests to sleep on.  They also checked 
in on the guests, served food with a 
smile, and made lunches.  Several 
Grace adults assisted in the kitchen, 
did laundry, and kept watch over the 
shelter from 10:30 p.m.-3:00 a.m.  

Others cooked breakfast on June 24, 
and recent high school graduate Dylan 
Hunziker organized a group of youth 
to come at 6:30 a.m. to sanitize and 
put away all the pads.  Many thanks to 
the Grace Hunger team for planning 
the evening, picking up linens, and 
shopping for needed items.  Special 
thanks to Kay Davidson for organizing 
the food and to Bob Owensby for or-
ganizing shelter workers.  What a 
great team effort this was, resulting in 
nearly 60 people being well fed, with a 
safe place to sleep on a very stormy 
night! 
 

Unwanted Tickets Benefit  
Naperville CARES 
Naperville CARES, another local mis-
sion sponsored by Grace, has recently 
joined a ticket exchange website 
(www.tix4Cause.com) where  
ticketholders donate unwanted sports, 
theater and music seats in the name of  
CARES, and ticket purchasers buy 
them at fair market value, but lower 
than broker transactions—with 100% 
of the proceeds going to CARES, help-
ing local residents avoid homelessness 
and attain self-sufficiency.  For more 
information on this great program, 
contact CARES Executive Director 
Janet Derrick at 630-369-0200, or visit 
www.tix4Cause.com/charities, and 
scroll to the Naperville CARES listing. 

Grace Actively Involved in Missions Here at Home 

The Grace Church & Society 
team invites Grace families to 
attend a special clean-up and 
learning event at the McDon-

ald Farm/Conservation Foundation (located 
at 10S404 Knoch Knolls Rd.) on Saturday, 
July 17.  We’ll meet at the farm at 8:30 a.m. 
and weed until approximately 11:00 a.m., 
after which time we can join the tour of the 
60-acre organic farm and native landscapes 
occurring that day as part of the free 
McDonald Farm Open House and Conserva-

tion@Home Day.  Please bring water to 
drink as well as a hat and insect repellant.  
Gloves, weeding tools, etc. will be provided.  
Don’t miss this family adventure in good 
stewardship of the earth and fun, hands-on 
environmental education (children under 10 
must be supervised by an adult).  What bet-
ter way to spend a summer day?  For further 
information, contact Chris St. John at 630-
548-5737 or cstjohn@wowway.com.  For 
more about the Conservation Foundation, 
visit www.theconservationfoundation.org. 

“Family Down on the Farm” Event July 17 

July 2010 

FAIR TRADE  
COFFEE/TEA 
SALE DATES 

 

SUNDAYS 
JULY 11 & 25 

IN THE  
ACTIVITY CENTER  

 

Purchasing fairly traded  
items ensures that the small 

farmers in poor countries who 
produce these goods receive a fair 

portion of the sale proceeds. 
 

STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 6-8: 
SEE PAGE 7 FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE JR. HIGH MINI-MISSION TO MARCY-

NEWBERRY ASSOC. IN CHICAGO JULY 20!   
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W e humans are at 
the top of God’s 

creation on earth, made 
in God’s image, en-
dowed with superior 
intelligence and free will, 
given dominion and re-
sponsibility for the rest 
of God’s earthly crea-
tion, and cognizant of a 
relationship with our 
Maker.  Many of us 
choose to live with one 
or more animals.  Our 
pets become family 
members.  We can dis-
tinguish our pets from 
other animals of the 
same species by their 
unique personalities, 
habits and level of intel-
ligence.  Many of us 
share important family 
events with them.  And 
when they die, we ex-
perience much the same 
grief and bereavement 
that we feel at the loss 
of a human family mem-
ber or friend.  At death, 
what becomes of our 
pets and other animals?  
We are assured in the 
Bible that God watches 
over all His creation—
even the sparrows.  So 
are we to believe that a 
loving God would en-
dow all His creation—
human and animal 
alike—with souls and 
bring them all together 
in the eternal order?  
A poem entitled “The 
Rainbow Bridge” ex-
presses the feelings of 
many pet owners on 
these questions (next 
column).  This poem, 
author unknown, is a 
popular expression of a 
Christian theology of 
animals that has been 
evolving for more than 
1,600 years.   

   

  THE RAINBOW BRIDGE 
 

Just this side of heaven is a 
place called Rainbow Bridge.  
When an animal dies that has 
been especially close to some-
one here, that pet goes to 
Rainbow Bridge. 
 

There are meadows and hills 
for all of our special friends so 
they can run and play to-
gether.  There is plenty of 
food, water and sunshine, and 
our friends are warm and 
comfortable.  All the animals 
who had been ill and old are 
restored to health and vigor; 
those who were hurt or 
maimed are made whole and 
strong again, just as we re-
member them in our dreams 
of days and times gone by. 
 

The animals are happy and 
content, except for one small 
thing:  They each miss some-
one very special to them, who 
had to be left behind.   
 

They all run and play together, 
but the day comes when one 
suddenly stops and looks into 
the distance.  His bright eyes 
are intent; his eager body 
quivers.  Suddenly he begins to 
run from the group, flying over 
the green grass, his legs carry-
ing him faster and faster.   
 

You have been spotted, and 
when you and your special 
friend finally meet, you cling 
together in joyous reunion, 
never to be parted again.  The 
happy kisses rain upon your 
face; your hands again caress 
the beloved head, and you look 
once more into the trusting 
eyes of your pet, so long gone 
from you life but never absent 
from your heart. 
 

Then you cross the Rainbow 
Bridge together… 
 

The role of animals in 
creation, the fall of Man, 
redemption, and God’s 
eternal order were con-
sidered by notable 
Christian figures includ-
ing St. Augustine, St. 
Francis of Assisi, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, Martin 
Luther, John Calvin, 
John Wesley, and Pope 

John Paul II.  Methodist 
founder John Wesley 
wrote extensively about 
animals in his Sermon 
60 on “The General 
Deliverance of Crea-
tion.”  He recognized 
that before the fall, Man 
was given dominion 
over the rest of crea-
tion, “and the blessings 
of God flowed through 
him to the inferior crea-
tures.”  However, after 
Man rebelled against 
God, every animal was 
“subjected to sorrow, 
to pain of every kind, to 
all manner of evils...not 
by any act or deed of its 
own; but by the wise 
permission of God, de-
termining to draw eter-
nal good out of this 
temporary evil.”  And 
Wesley ventured fur-
ther than any other 
Protestant founder to 
describe the fate of ani-
mals in this “eternal 
good”: 
 

“...something better remains 
after death for these poor 
creatures also; that these, 
likewise, shall one day be 
delivered from this bondage of 
corruption, and shall then 
receive an ample amends for 
all their present sufferings.” 
 

Since Wesley’s time, 
there has been a grow-
ing acceptance that ani-
mals possess souls, 
based on the original 
Hebrew texts in Gene-
sis chapters 1-3, where 
the term nephesh chayah 
(living soul) applies to 
both humankind and 
animals.  There is also 
general agreement that 
animal souls are not on 
the same plane as hu-
man souls, since God 
gave Man dominion over 
the animals and since 
only humans are created 

in the image of God.  
However, there is con-
siderable uncertainty 
and controversy over 
the spiritual relationship 
of animals with God.  
One question is 
whether or not animals 
have knowledge of God.  
Another is the degree 
to which animals can 
exercise free will.  The 
answers are not easily 
generalized, considering 
the varying degrees of 
intelligence and of moral 
sense of right and 
wrong found across the 
animal kingdom.   
 

As for the immortality 
of animals souls, most 
theological arguments 
cite the inclusion of all 
creation in Isaiah’s 
prophecy of the eternal 
order (Isaiah 65:17-25), 
in Paul’s portrayal of 
eternal life in Romans 
8:18-23, and in John’s 
vision of heaven in 
Revelation 5:11-14.   
 

According to Pastor 
Bob Atkins:  “Christian 
theology affirms a clear 
boundary between that 
which is human and that 
which is not—that 
which requires redemp-
tion through the work 
of Christ and that which 
waits in eager longing 
for the revelation of the 
children of God—a dis-
tinction Wesley af-
firmed.  However, as a 
pastor, I place less em-
phasis on theological 
purity and more on 
compassion tempered 
by an awareness of and 
respect for theological 
principles.  There is 
consensus across Chris-
tian denominations that 
we should make a dis-

tinction between ani-
mals and humans, valu-
ing each but valuing 
them differently.  Yet 
there is also widespread 
consensus that the signs 
of the new heaven and 
new earth include the 
whole of creation 
(including animals) and 
that God’s wisdom is 
ineffable on this point.  
When asked specifically 
about this question in 
the context of the death 
of a dear pet, I respond 
that the person’s own 
faith (redeemed by 
Christ) and love (their 
relationship with their 
pet) are used by God to 
create a future that God 
wills:  a new heaven and 
new earth.  That future 
may well contain a res-
urrected relationship 
with their pet; it is not 
for me to judge.” 
 

Pastor Bill Bryan pro-
vided a number of com-
ments on the theology 
of the soul that were 
very helpful in our 
longer review article 
(found on our church 
website at 
www.peopleofgrace.org).  
He also had some co-
gent arguments in ani-
mal theology. 
“According to the Bible, 
all creation is sacred,” 
he noted.  “It would be 
strange if animals are 
not part of the sanctity.  
You see glorification of 
the animal kingdom 
through the Scriptures.  
If God will make all 
things new in the eter-
nal order as we read in 
Revelation 12:1-7, then 
it would be strange if 
animals were not  
included.”   

continued next page... 

By Mark and Laurel Fleming 
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Linking Up to Grace                By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

H ow are you being 
made new this sum-

mer?  I am not asking what 
new things you are getting 
this summer, but rather, 
how are you being made 
new this summer?  When 
John wrote his revelation to 
the early church, he re-
corded God’s message that 
God is now dwelling with 
us, and we are his people; 
God will wipe the tears 
from our eyes, and death, 
mourning, crying and pain 
will be no more, because 
“God is Making All Things 
New.”  Not God is making 
all new things, but that God 
is making all things new.  
That includes us!   
(Revelation 21:1-5) 
 

Our world keeps telling us 
we need all new things:  new 
body parts, new home appli-
ances, new cars, new 
phones (lots of folks were 
lined up downtown for new 
iPhones this morning when I 
was writing this column), 
new recipes, new movies, 

and on and on.  But God’s 
message is that new life 
comes when we make things 
new—when we renew, re-
ignite, recycle, reform, re-
educate...when we are re-
born, according to God’s 
plan of healing and growth, 
mercy and love, like Jesus 
showed us.  Jesus made peo-
ple new, according to God’s 
love, educating them with 
God’s Word, with Grace, 
and renewing them in God’s 
mercy and forgiveness.  No 
more pain for the sick, no 
more tears for the grieving 
and the lonely, no more 
death, because of Christ’s 
death and resurrection!  
The first things have passed 
away! 
 

How are you being made 
new this summer?  How are 
you re-discovering God in 
worship, in Bible Study, in 
service, in creation?  How 
are you renewing yourself in 
exercise, meditation, in 
study, in family?  How are 
you re-igniting yourself with 

new activities that stretch 
and tease your passions, 
your creativity, in music, art, 
poetry, pottery, gardening?  
God is about making you 
new, according to his pur-
poses, so that you can share 
God’s passion for the world 
and transform God’s people 
and God’s world with his 
abundant love.  You do not 
need new things to do this – 
you just need to open your-
self to God’s love, and dis-
cover the new love and 
grace God is shaping within 
you, so that you can give 
your new self for the world. 
 

God says “Look, I am doing 
a new thing, now it springs 
forth, do you now perceive 
it?  I will make a way in the 
wilderness, and rivers in the 
desert…” (Isaiah 43:19)  
And God says, “I will give 
them a new heart and put a 
new spirit within them… 
Then they shall be my peo-
ple and I will be their 
God.”  (Ezekiel 11: 19-20) 
 

How are you drawing closer 

to God, so 
that God can 
make you 
new, so that 
you can ap-
preciate the new things God 
is doing to renew us and the 
earth?  Many of us have 
gone through some hard 
times this past year, our 
church included.  Are you 
watching for the new things, 
the new Spirit, the renewing 
God is doing at Grace?  
There is a new Spirit here, 
and new things are springing 
forth even now!  Watch and 
open yourself, for you too 
will receive a new heart and 
a new Spirit of rejoicing and 
belonging.  No more let sins 
and sorrows grow, nor this-
tles (oops—thorns!) infest 
the ground.  He comes to 
make his blessings flow, far 
as the curse is found.   
Hallelujah!   
 

Renewing in grace and faith 
with you, 
 

“Beyond the Rainbow 
Bridge” continued… 
 

Based on his studies, Pas-
tor Bryan was emphatic in 
his conclusion about animal 
immortality:  “The ques-
tion is not whether animals 
have souls; the question is 
whether they will be resur-
rected.  I believe that the 
answer is yes!” 
 

Exactly what happens to 
our souls and those of ani-
mals when we die will al-
ways be subject to conjec-
ture, but “The Rainbow 
Bridge” simply and beauti-
fully expresses the belief of 
many Christians.  In the 
end, we can only accept on 
faith that when we encoun-

ter the Rainbow Bridge, 
we’ll cross it together with 
the rest of God’s creation. 
 

In addition to Mark and Lau-
rel and their sons Andrew 
and Alex, the Fleming family 
includes Murphy the Airedale, 
cats Sophie and Rosie, 
Smokey, their grandkitten, 
Charlene the turtle, LeVar the 
goldfish, Horris the garter 
snake, Froggie the African 
dwarf frog, and Ivanka the 
Chilean rosehair tarantula.   
 

For a detailed, annotated  
review of this subject, visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org and 
click “Beyond the Rainbow 
Bridge” under “Our Church 
Media” on the home page. 
 

Stewards of Time   
By Julie Kronbach, Stewardship and Finance Chair 
 

Time!  Do we ever have enough? How do we use our time to 
work, to play, to pray, to love, to rest? Each day God gifts us 
with a new supply.  Each day we are given the privilege to re-
turn a portion of that new day back to God.  Current news 
reports, health magazines, and psychology journals speak of 
"Quality Time." Stewardship of time is quality time with God, 
with others, and with ourselves.  We are called into steward-
ship in all aspects of our lives, and time is one of our most pre-
cious gifts.  As I examine my use of time, I find it’s good to 
evaluate whether there is a tithe of time at all, and if there is, is 
a tithe enough?  What portions of my day, week, month, year, 
and years are spent in prayer, worship, service, study, witness, 
family, friends, and work?  The challenge in daily living is to be a 
good steward of our allotted time.  So, let’s add up the time 
spent in prayer, study, service, worship, preparation for wor-
ship, administration, and mission work.  How are we doing?  
How much more are we called to do as the hands, feet, and 
heart of Christ in the world? 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Judy Kipfer, mother of Jayne O’Gorman 
Yvonne Peters, sister-in-law of Steve and Letty Peters 
Suzanne Veitch, niece of Virginia Spaits 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Jessica Houser and Joseph Moran were married June 12 
Megan Lutgen and Christopher Michael McCoy, son 
of Mike and Anne McCoy, were married June 12 
Jenny Smith and Charlie Tyo, son of Tom and Betsy Tyo, 
were married in Seattle, WA, on June 19 
Wendy Jung and Philip Sheen were married June 27 
Ed Wolak celebrates his 98th birthday on July 11; send 
greetings to 712 Wellner Rd., Naperville, IL  60540 
Berneice Quinn celebrates her 91st birthday on July 13; 
send greetings to 200 Village Dr. #232, Downers Grove, IL  
60516 
Irene McGaughey celebrates her 93rd birthday on July 21; 
send greetings to 1700 Robin Lane #406, Lisle, IL  60532 
Juanita Burney celebrates her 91st birthday on July 27; 
send greetings to 535 W. Ogden Ave. #228, Naperville, IL  
60563 

                               Baptisms 
Madelyn Emily, daughter of Mark and Jennifer Duker, was 
baptized June 13 
Nathan Patrick, son of Anthony and Leigh Johnson, was 
baptized June 13 
Mya Rose, daughter of Richard and Rebecca McClelland, 
was baptized June 13 
Seth James, son of Scot and Jillian Nowicki, was baptized 
June 27 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet, a friend’s or family member’s (no internet downloads 
or “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to  
gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, 
ATTN: Barb (originals will be returned upon request).  Please 
include your name, the animal’s name, and anything you’d like us 

to know about the 
animal or photo.   
 
This is Madison, 
nicknamed 
“Madi,” a three-
year-old Boston 
Terrier who lives 
with the Poland 
family.  Madi loves 
to take long walks 
with Judi and cud-
dle with her hu-
man friends.  
She’s also a fan of 
stuffed animals, 
dog “cookies,” 
and (you guessed 
it) the Chicago 
Cubs!  Maybe 
Madi can help 
them win?! 

Grace Library Opens September 26—
Save the Date! 

Mark your calendars for the grand opening of our new 
Grace Library on Sunday, September 26.  Providing reli-
gious (Christian educational) and interreligious material  
to Grace members as well as resource support for Sun-
day School instruction and staff development, the library-
will consist of a variety of appropriate materials, including 
children’s books, in a comfortable atmosphere amenable 
to browsing our shelves and reading materials.  Watch 
Grace Notes and Grace in Mission for further information.   

Teacher Garden Features 
Cost-Effective, Low-
Maintenance Flowers 

The plants in the garden honoring our Grace teachers are 
cherry “Profusion” zinnias (a mildew-resistant variety that 
doesn’t require deadheading) and lime “Versa” coleus, 
billed by Park Seed Company as the “best choice for 
sunny sites.”  At this time of budget constraints, these 
pretty flowers are costing considerably less than the gera-
niums we’ve planted in previous years—and they require 
less bending over to maintain them.  Our volunteer gar-
dener, Betty Long, appreciates that!  

Madi 

Side-by-Side Acknowledges… 
• The 2010 Side-by-Side Planning Team:  Gaye Lynn and Rick Loufek, 

Steve and Polly Correll, Claire Leitzen, Anne Mixen, Mike Ceruti, Jenn, Ron 
and Ruth Wills, Josh Freeman, Sherry Schmidt 

• Our 2010 Shareholders, whom we named and prayed for each 
morning on Side-by-Side 

• Our 2010 Fundraiser Supporters 
• Brenda Calabrese, Barb Ceruti, Margaret Harrison, Lynn 

Leitzen, Deb Obreicht, Bob Pacanowski, Bob Poland, Joyce 
Stuart, Emma, Maddie and Haley Stuart, Anna Zimmerman 

• Paul Grysh and the Grace Custodial Staff 
• The Grace Office Staff:  Sharon Ferguson, Phyllis Pepiot, Lynn 

Widup, and our receptionists 
• The Grace Prayer Shawl Ministry 
• Our Side-by-Side Prayer Partners 
• Our Cookie Bakers:  Mary Abe, Cheryl Ameiss, Jolene Arends, Shari 

Arends, Marlene Atkins, Sandy Bray, Erma Bryan, Dianne Calhoun, Jennifer 
Conniff, Judy Cornett, Elizabeth Dimond, Val Dudley, Mary Eesley, Lori Fahs, 
Lisa Fosler, Virginia Frankenthal, Deb Hambright, Winnie Harrison, Heidi 
(last name unknown), Barbara Hoch, Dottie House, Anne Just, Julie Kron-
bach, Brenda Laird, Sandy Leedy, Miriam Lehman, Karen Masters, Amy 
Masterson, Angela McCurdy, Bev Michels, Anne Mixen, Carol Muscato, Dana 
Nadherny, Darlene Noerenberg, Susan Patton, Joyce Payne, Priscilla Circle 
members, Kim Reher, Sue Riedinger, Patty Robinson, Leslie Rogers, Cynthia 
Rupp, Lorraine Scoville, Lyn Smith, Chris St. John, Angela Sterchi, Heather 
Stevens, Laura Strain, Joyce Stuart, Connie Systo, Lisa Telomen, Steve 
Timmerberg, Susan Tracy, Betsy Tyo, Lillian Volz, Linda Watkins, Freda Whit-
tle, and all those anonymous bakers who dropped off cookies without a name 
or whose names were missed due to a moment without a pencil! 


