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   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

By Barb Ceruti 
 

Disclaimer:  If this article 
seems more descriptive, more 
personal, more genuine than 
previous articles I’ve written 
about Grace mission trips, it’s 
because I went on my first 
Side-by-Side trip this year. For 
the first time, I did not have to 
try to extract a feeling or grasp 
at the gist of the experience 
from the words of others.  
Now, I can tell it myself.  Thing 
is, I still don’t have the words... 
 

...which is why I leave the 
story in large part to the 
words in the headline above, 
spoken by a youth on our 
trip this year within earshot 
of Assistant Director of 
Youth Ministries Gaye Lynn 
Loufek, who shared the 
quote with the crowd gath-
ered in Fellowship Hall June 
28 for our traditional Side-
by-Side slide show.  She, 
too, must have felt those 
words summed up the ex-
perience.  
 

What if every day of our 
lives we could help someone 
less fortunate than our-
selves, put in an honest 
day’s work of sweat equity 
in 100 degree heat without 
complaint, share God’s love 
and teachings with local chil-
dren, as some of our youth 
and adults did, get through 
the day without TVs or cell 
phones or iPods, pray with 
someone new, make a new 
friend, hear how people 
have come to know the 

Lord, dine together at tables 
of eight or ten, amicably 
share a small living space 
together—sometimes on a 
hard church floor—engage 
in that special form of con-
versation that occurs only in 
the car on long drives, laugh 
with one another, cry with 
one another, learn a new 
song of praise, watch the 
eyes of someone who’d lost 
hope light up with renewed 
faith in humanity, worship in 
interesting new places…this 
year along warm Gulf wa-
ters tinged with golden sun-
set near an abandoned 
roller coaster stage (oddly 
beautiful in its ivy- and graf-
fiti-covered old age)...and in 
a majestic park graced with 
live oaks hundreds of years 
old, a bird sanctuary, and a 
grand pavilion featured in a 
recent popular movie... 
 

Indeed, for eight blessed 
days, with overnight travel 
stops in Memphis, Jackson 

and St. Louis, 117 youth and 
adults from Grace and 
around the community lived 
like that.  Our mission was 
to work on home sites 
across the devastated city of 
New Orleans that is finally 
beginning to show signs of 
rebirth.  It was to bring 
change into the lives of peo-
ple who were struck not 
only by the hurricane, but 
hammered again by fraudu-
lent “contractors” who 
made off with their insur-
ance money.   
 

Rick Loufek, who master-
fully juggled 10-12 sites in 
various stages of disrepair to 
satisfy the desire of our 
large group to make a real 
difference in people’s lives, 
remembers one site in par-
ticular:  the home of Miss 
Melanie.  In telephone con-
versations prior to the trip, 
Rick promised to come see 
her.  Like many folks, 
Melanie was a victim of 

fraud and was skeptical, ask-
ing repeatedly “and your 
labor is free?”  As promised, 
Rick and others from our 
team visited the anxious 
woman on Tuesday.  She 
wanted a roof on a struc-
ture in her backyard that 
was the beginning of a home  

for her mother.  But Rick 
and his team quickly ascer-
tained that the rotting, 
crooked building was not 
worthy of a roof.  While the 
men on his team made a list 
of the materials needed to 
make the structure at least 
roof-ready, the women of-
fered to pray with her.  
“Oh, I never turn down any-
one who is willing to pray,” 
replied Melanie.  Said Rick, 
“When the prayer began, 
Miss Melanie was still uncer-
tain if we should begin the 
work.  At the end of the  
prayer, she was asking for 
our list of materials and  
 
 

“I Wish My Whole Life Could Be One of These Trips” 
Side-by-Side Changes More Than Homeowners’ Lives    

Continued on page 2... 

The 2009 Side-by-Side Team - New Orleans, Louisiana 

See back cover for details 

See Grace Notes in color every month at www.peopleofgrace.org 
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Pastor’s Journal  

A Time to Give  
 

This summer more than ever, Grace needs your faithful contributions.  While regular giving to 
Grace is right in line with past years, the economic downturn significantly reduced the number of 
contributions made in the form of stock or other appreciated assets.  In other words, Grace peo-
ple have been giving faithfully, but our normal reserve from beginning-of-the-year contributions is 

smaller.  As a result, the expected summer decline in giving this year will affect the ministries of Grace greatly. 
 

Please be mindful of your church home this summer and keep your contributions up to date.  Our Stewardship and  
Finance team projects that July, August and even September will be difficult months, even if the normal fall upswing in 
giving takes place.  New spending controls developed this spring are in place.  We are taking all the standard steps to 
preserve resources.  We are carefully watching cash flow each week and delaying expenditures wherever possible.  
However, you also can help by not falling behind in your giving. 
 

Those who have the option of prepaying or giving early toward an estimate of giving would be greatly appreciated.  
Grace has a number of families who have needed to change their estimate because of job loss.  When families have the 
opportunity to make an additional contribution, Grace is enabled to assist those who have needs.  Our mission to 
change lives for Christ remains. 
 

Grace’s commitment to restoring and revitalizing ministry with families, young and old, also continues unabated.  Vaca-
tion Bible School enrollment is full!  Our 11:00 worship time includes a special ministry with children.  The All Church 
Picnic on Sunday, July 19, will feature a concert with the kid-friendly ScribbleMonster (check them out at 
www.scribblemonster.com).  Please invite a child you know! 
        Grace and Peace, 
         

Side-by-Side continued 
from page 1… 
invited us back to begin 
work.”  By Friday, Rick 
and the several Grace 
teams he brought to her 
site had put in a new 
floor, finished outside 
walls, pitched a tempo-
rary roof, and ensured 
that MissionLab (the 
organization that housed 
us and identified our 
sites) would send more 
volunteers to finish the job.  Returning 
home from work Friday before the 
crew left, relayed Rick, Miss Melanie 
began to cry.  “You are all my angels,” 
she said.  “I had no idea how Momma 
was ever going to be able to move into 
a house of her own.  You have given 
me hope.”  
 

In addition to the transformation ex-
perienced on the work sites, there is 
something remarkable that occurs in 
the little places on Side-by-Side.  While 
I struggle to explain this phenomenon, 
Gaye Lynn (whose efforts in planning 
and executing this mission cannot be 
overstated) captures it like this:  

“What comes from 
a week of 117 peo-
ple working to-
gether, eating to-
gether, worshiping 
together, traveling 
together is truly 
magical.  It is a ‘cup 
runneth over’ kind 
of feeling that only 
God can pro-
vide...while our mis-
sion is to do great 
things for those we 

serve, God recognizes that we need to 
see His purpose for us and He deeply 
penetrates our hearts.  We go as indi-
viduals and come home a family of 
God.”  Austin Smith, who attended 
Side-by-Side with his twin sister Alexis, 
agrees:  “It felt like a big family, every-
one caring for each other and the safe 
feeling of being able to speak about 
anything.” 
 

Yes, that’s definitely the word:  family. 
We become a family on Side-by-Side, 
living together for God’s good pur-
pose, maybe all of us wishing that our 
whole lives could be a trip like this.   
 

 

Side-by-Side Thanks… 

Our generous Grace Shareholders 
Ruth Wills and cookie bakers Linda Grif-

fith, Lynne Shugh, Laura Strain, Jolene 
Arends, Shari Arends, Elizabeth Dimond, 
Elaine Dugan, Dawn Langenkamp, Karen 
Privett, Lisa Borton, Brenda Calabrese, 
Joyce Stuart, Maureen Guttosch, Anna 
Zimmerman, Teri Heyson, Sue Fein, 
Stephanie Flatt, Sue Riedinger, Polly Cor-
rell, Frida Whittle, Wanda Jones, Chris 
St. John, Kris House, and all the anony-
mous cookie “angels”!   

Ron Wills, photography/slide show 
Fundraising attendees, vendors and par-

ticipants 
The John Stuart Family 
Sam’s Club 
The new Starbucks (on 75th Street) 
Bosch Tools 
Deb Obriecht 
Notaries Jim Freier and Sharon Ferguson 
Grace Staff 
Joyce Stuart  
Grace Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Hope Presbyterian Church in Memphis, 
   Christ UMC in Jackson, University UMC 

in St. Louis 
Grace Youth Council/Youth Summer  

Mission Planning Team 
Minivan drivers 
Mission site leaders Rick Loufek, John 

Mixen, Sr., Mike Ceruti, Mike Doll 

Grace team members present a 
prayer shawl to a grateful New  
Orleans homeowner.   
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FCM SUMMER EVENT - JULY 25, 2009 
Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Phone # _____________________________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________ 

No. attending ________ 16 and older ________under 16 

Total amount enclosed ______________ (checks must be rec’d by July 18!) 
 

You will receive phone or e-mail confirmation of the receipt of your check.  Please 
make checks payable to Grace United Methodist Church and indicate FCM 2009 
Summer Event on the memo line.  Mail check (needed by July 18) and this coupon to: 

 

Bob Pacanowski 
1605 Valley Ridge Court, Naperville, IL  60565 

 

$20 per person (16+); $15 (under 16); $75 max. per family family  
Includes your ticket to the game and unlimited food and (non-alcoholic) drinks  

 

Don’t Be OUT on 
the Grace Church 
Baseball Outing! 

Families, time is running out to sign up for Fellowship of Christian 
Men’s All-American Baseball Outing on Saturday, July 25, including 
an all-you-can-eat-and-drink picnic and a Kane County Cou-
gars game against the Dayton Dragons!  Picnic with tent is from 
4:00-6:00 p.m.; ball game begins at 6:00 p.m.  Reduced cost is now 
$20 per person (16+); $15 (under 16); and $75 maximum for a 
family, no matter the size. Register today on the coupon below! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The deadline for August 
Grace Notes is:  

Monday, July 27 
 

Grace Notes is published for the mem-
bers and friends of Grace United Meth-

odist Church.  Submit news to  
Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 
phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

July 2009 

Come Full Circle to  
the Family of Christ 

At Saturday evening 
“Circle of Worship” 

5:30 p.m. Activity Center 
 

family-friendly • weekly communion • 
informal, intimate setting • original music • 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Won’t You Go GREEN with 
Grace Notes? 
If you would be willing to help us reduce 
the mailing/printing costs of this newsletter 
as well as our footprint on the environ-
ment by accessing Grace Notes online, 
please send an e-mail to 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org with the 
words “online only” in the subject line.  If 
your e-mail address does not easily identify 
you, please include your name in the body 
of the e-mail.  You will be notified monthly 
of new issues and how to download them.  
Thanks for going green with us! 

All Church Picnic JULY 19!  See 
back cover for all the fun details! 
 

Walk with Grace in the SEPT. 7  
Labor Day Parade...watch Grace 
Notes and Grace in Mission for parade 
details, but mark your calendars and 
plan to represent Grace with us! 
 

Save the Date!  It’s not too early to 
mark Sunday, October 18, on your 
calendars.  That’s the Annual CROP 
Walk to stomp out hunger.  Further 
details to come. 

Help Supply VBS Children’s Mis-
sion...If you can supply any of the fol-
lowing items for this year’s Vacation 
Bible School children’s mission with 
UMCOR, please drop them in the box 
outside Margaret Harrison’s office by 
July 19.  Items needed are:  terry cloth 
hand towels (no kitchen towels); nail 
files or clippers (metal only); children’s 
blunt scissors; plain pencil sharpeners; 
open front baby sweaters; cloth dia-
pers; ruled paper; baby gowns/sleepers. 
 

New PEMA Jewelry...A new ship-
ment of hand-made African jewelry is 
soon to arrive; if you would like to 
have a home party showcasing this 
beautiful, affordable jewelry, please 
contact Annette Swanson (630-420-
9638) or Julie Utter (630-922-4157).  
Proceeds will benefit women and chil-
dren in Kenya affected by AIDS. 
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Part of the mission statement of the 
Grace Hunger Commission says “We 
equip the people of God to feed the 
hungry, shelter the homeless and clothe 
the naked.  So when we were ap-
proached by DuPage PADS (Public Ac-
tion to Deliver Shelter) to help staff 
their program at Trinity Lutheran 
Church (1101 Kimberly Way in Lisle) 
on the night of Wednesday evening, 
July 29, through breakfast on July 
30, we felt obligated to say yes.  We 
have heard from members of our con-
gregation that we should be doing more 
for the people of DuPage County.  
Many have also expressed an interest in 
helping a mission project, but cannot 
commit to a trip or ongoing service.  
Here is your chance to help!  This is a 
one-night event, and to make it work, 
we need 25 volunteers to work various 
shifts and to assist in shopping, picking 

up linens from Edward Hospital, and 
laundering kitchen linens.  We also 
need another 44 people to prepare cas-
seroles, make cookies or purchase food 
items.  Gently used items and new un-
derwear are also needed so that PADS 
guests can receive fresh clothing.  We 
anticipate that we will be feeding 80 
people, a number which has increased 
from 60 just a year ago.  Following are 
the shifts and duties we are called to fill: 
 

July 29 
1:00-3:00pm:  Assist with shopping at 
Sam’s Club 
4:00pm:  Pick up linens from Edward 
Hospital and deliver to Trinity Church 
6:00-8:30pm:  Check in guests, set up 
pads, serve food 
6:00-10:30pm:  Set up pads, serve food, 
make sandwiches 
10:30pm-3:00am:  monitor shelter, 
make sack lunches 

July 30 
3:00-7:00am:  monitor shelter, start 
breakfast, clean up 
5:30-7:30am:  wake up guests, prepare 
breakfast, clean up 
7:00am:  Pick up kitchen linens, wash 
and return to Trinity 
 

To volunteer for a shift or for further infor-
mation, contact Catherine Page at 630-
420-8239 or cpage46@yahoo.com.  

DuPage PADS Requests Our Help At Month’s End    By Catherine Page, Hunger Chair 

Helping Loaves & Fishes 
Naperville’s Loaves & Fishes Food Pan-
try is also in need of volunteers. There 
are many different ways that you can 
help, and not all jobs involve lifting. You 
can choose a time that fits your sched-
ule. For more information, or to volun-
teer, go to the Loaves & Fishes website, 
loaves-fishes.org, and click on 
“Volunteer.”  You may also call 630-
355-3663 (FOOD). 

Purchasing Fair Trade Coffee Helps 
Small Farmers 
Sale July 12; Order Forms Available  
 

From the Grace Church and Society Committee 
 

O n Sunday, July 12, Grace’s Church and Society Com-
mittee is sponsoring the sale of Fair Trade coffees and 

teas.  Please make sure to stop by the Activity Center be-
tween services that day.  Even better, you may place your 
orders for exactly what you want by downloading an order 
form from our website (www.peopleofgrace.org; click the 
“Fair Trade Coffee” link on the right side of every page on 
our site; you may have to scroll down to see the link).  
There will also be order forms at the sale on July 12 and in 
the information racks in the church office.  Orders must be 
placed by July 30; pick-up will be mid-August in the Activity 
Center (watch the Grace in Mission weekend bulletin insert 
or our website for pick-up information).  Available for order 
is a wide variety of delicious organic coffee blends, including 
decaf, and organic teas.  Teas in packs of 25 are $2.50; cof-
fees range from $6-7.   
 

By purchasing fairly traded items from Equal Exchange, a 
100% worker-owned Fair Trade organization that works 
with democratically run small farmer coops, we can demon-
strate our support for small farmers across the world as well 
as the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  
Purchasing these items enables famers to stay on their own 
land, receive a fair price for their products, provide an edu-
cation for their children, and care for the environment.     

Weekday Children’s Center Integrates  
Balanced Curriculum with Valuable Lessons 
 

On June 23, Officer Mary 
Browning of the Naperville 
Police Department visited 
Weekday Children’s Center, 
housed at Grace Church, to 
talk with the children about 
personal safety in the home, 
saying no to strangers, and 
what to do in an emergency 
situation. 
 

“It was a great learning ex-
perience for the children,” 
said WCC Director Erin 
Cetera. The children wrote thank you notes describing their 
new knowledge: “Thank you for the awesome presentation. I 
finally learned what a helping hand was”...“You taught us about 
what to do if a stranger asked you a question or offered you 
something. You say ‘no, go,’ and tell a grownup that you 
know”…”you turned learning into fun for everyone.” 
 

The visit was part of Weekday Children’s Center’s Full Day Pre-
school and School Age Summer Camp programming. Weekday 
Children’s Center offers summer, school-year and year-round 
programs for children 2 ½ - 12 years of age. The balanced cur-
riculum develops children’s cognitive, physical, social and emo-
tional skills in a nurturing, enriched environment. 
 

For more information about programs at Weekday Children’s Cen-
ter, call 630-355-5495 or visit www.weekdaychildrenscenter.org. 

Naperville police officer Mary Brown-
ing speaks to Weekday Children’s 
Center children about safety June 23. 
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By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair  
 

We’ve entered the summer 
season, when things typically slow 
down, and set up a more casual pulse in 
the natural rhythms around us. The ten-
sion of final exams has melted away, 
graduations are over, routines at work 
adjust to accommodate vacation time, 
and attention turns to enjoying our 
yards, neighborhoods, and garden plots.  
 

This year more than ever, with the 
economy struggling back to a positive 
track, it seems folks have moved to-
ward growing many of their own vege-
tables and seasonings, or at least buying 
local produce. Every year I marvel at 
how good a home-grown tomato can 
be and how good it is for us to eat food 

straight from the vine.  Take a look at 
the garden plot at Grace, as healthy a 
crop as you’d ever want, and see if 
you’re inspired to try your own hand. 
This is God’s abundance! 
 

For all the slowing of pace we seem to 
associate with summer days, I don’t see 
a decline of engagement or activity at 
Grace. There is much going on, particu-
larly building on and contributing to our 
Family Ministry emphasis. Side-by-Side 
completed a wonderful building/repair 
visit to New Orleans and presented a 
slide show on June 28. The long awaited 
Church Picnic is just around the corner 
on July 19, with top-notch children’s 
musical entertainment from Scrib-
bleMonster. Vacation Bible School is 
upon us the week preceding the picnic, 
with a full slate of learning and fun ac-

tivities. There is a call for help with VBS 
supplies (see page 7), so if you can, 
please contribute. The Stewardship and 
Finance Committee continues to work 
with Trustees to plan major projects 
for the next several years. Fellowship of 
Christian Men is hosting a fun Kane 
County Cougars family outing on July 
25 (see page 7 for details). Grace hasn’t 
slowed down from a global mission per-
spective either, with a week-long visit 
to the newly formed Hope UMC in Vol-
gograd, Russia, beginning July 24. 
 

Stay positive, engage in the issues that 
are your passion, act to make things 
happen.  Each and every one of us can 
make a difference, and together we are a 
movement.  Greet someone you don’t 
know this week, and remember your 
nametag! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

July 2009 

 

G race Church has a long 
history of providing sig-
nificant outreach to the 

community, nation and 
world.  Guided by the words 
of the apostles “Be doers of 
the word and not hearers 
only” (James 1:22), the Grace 
Missions Ministry Team is 
charged with pursuing the 
goals of Grace United Meth-
odist Church, as a Rainbow 
Covenant Church, to allevi-
ate human suffering locally, 
regionally and internationally.  
 

“I joined the Grace Missions 
team because it was a great 
way to be involved in a pro-
gram that helps others less 
fortunate than us,” said Ed 
Cunningham, Chair of the 
Missions team for the past 
two years.  “Missions is a 
great way to give back and 
support the church.” 
 

In 2008, the Grace Missions 
Ministry Team administered 

18 separate projects with a 
budget of $53,500.  Financial 
aid was spent as follows: 
 

Local-$18,500 (35%) 
National-$8,000 (15%) 
International-$26,000 (49%) 
Administrative-$1,000 (1%) 
 

Local Projects: 
$18,500 in financial aid was 
provided to seven organiza-
tions:  Wayside Cross, Re-
building Together-Aurora, 
YMCA Resources Center, 
Wayside Cross-Life Spring, 
Naperville Community Out-
reach, Naperville CARES and 
Sharing Connection. 
 

National Projects: 
$8,000 in financial aid was 
given to Redbird missionaries 
Fred and Rebecca Smallwood 
and the Children’s Fund for 
Christian Mission. 
 

International Projects: 
Grace continues to support 
missionaries through cove-
nant relationships with Lahi 
and Yema Luhahi in Kenya 
and Nkemba and Mbwizu 

Ndjungu in Cameroon.  
Grace also contributed to 
the financial support of 
Bishop Mawia and the Meth-
odist community in the Un-
ion of Myanmar. 
 

Grace has expanded its sup-
port of the mission work in 
Kenya.  The need for assis-
tance for nutrition, shelter 
and medical support is 
greater than ever before.  
The mission budget provided 
support for the Kenya Meth-
odist University Health 
Clinic, the Miriam Kanana 
Mubichi Foundation, and  
education assistance for Flor-
ence Mubichi and missionary 
support for Lahi and Yema 
Luhahi at Kenya Methodist 
University. 
 

This year, Grace has entered 
into an exciting partnership 
with Hope UMC in Volgo-
grad, Russia, an offshoot 
church with a congregation 
of about 25 people.  Our 
commitment is to give $5,000 
per year to augment Hope’s 

budget and help the church 
to flourish.  In addition to 
this support, Grace’s Glenna 
Holloway has made re-
sources available from the 
memorial funds of her hus-
band, Robert K. Holloway, to 
support our mission work in 
Russia.  At the end of this 
month, a delegation of eight 
Grace members will travel to 
Volgograd to further define 
how we can support Hope 
United Methodist Church.   
 

Current Grace Missions Min-
istry members include:  Ed-
ward Cunningham (Chair), 
Margaret Blake, Bekki Hamil-
ton, Thatch Irwin, Bobbi 
Khant, Dave Kronbach, 
Candyce Krumwiede, Miriam 
Lehman, Julie Lichter, Dar-
lene Noerenberg, Linda 
Rings, and Julie Utter.  
 

 
See page 6 of this newsletter 
for opportunities to be in mis-
sion with DuPage PADS and 
Loaves & Fishes this month.
   

      Missions Ministry Team   
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O f the approximately 200 participants in the 3rd Annual 
Tom Schlegel 5K on June 7 at Neuqua Valley High 

School, one in particular will never be forgotten. She is 23-
year-old Christine Royland, who entered the bone mar-
row donor program and eventually became Tom Schlegel’s 
donor during his battle with blood cancer, which he lost in 
October of 2006.   
 

Through a letter Christine wrote to Tom that found its 
way to Tom’s wife Julie via Loyola University Medical Cen-
ter, Julie and Christine made contact.  They spoke on the 
phone and exchanged e-mails, and when Christine learned 
of the annual 5K in Tom’s name, she wanted to be a part 
of it.   
 

“She flew all the way here from New Jersey,” said Julie. 
“The race was very special and emotional because of her.”  
It was also bittersweet, remarked Julie.  “Tom should have 
been the one meeting her; he would have loved to have 
expressed his gratitude.” In Tom’s stead, as Julie con-
versed with Christine and got to know her better, she 
tried to convey that thankfulness on the part of Tom and 
the entire Schlegel family. 
 

“There really are no words...she is only 23, and for her to 
get involved in the bone marrow donor program is very 
giving and special,” said Julie.  “It was a neat weekend, one 

that I’m sure Tom’s family, Sam and Nikki [Tom and Julie’s 
children], and I will remember for a long time!  We are 
very blessed for having had the opportunity to meet Chris-
tine, and we hope the weekend was as special to her and 
she is to us.” 

Linking Up to Grace    By Pastor Lisa Telomen  

Tom Schlegel’s Bone Marrow Donor Runs in TS 5K 

23-year-old Christine Royland (third from left, next to Julie Schlegel) 
poses with 5K participants in the newly dedicated Tom Schlegel Fit-
ness Center at Neuqua Valley High School on June 7. 

Well, I did have my gardens cleared 
for a few weeks, and they were beau-
tiful.  But the weeds are back, so back 
to the garden I go!  How are you do-
ing with your work on God’s king-
dom, the garden of your soul?  What 
are you growing so far this summer? 
 

What a delight are the “lazy days” of 
summer, as one of my buddies calls 
them.  I am actually finding them not 
so much lazy as more “open to possi-
bility”—different priorities and oppor-
tunities.  I am trying to seize more 
family and friend time, more time to 
work outside, or read inside, to con-
nect with God in me and God in oth-
ers.  Our Side-by-Side trip to New 
Orleans was a wondrous opportunity 
to focus on what God’s love could do 
through us, as a team, and with our 
neighbors down south.  When we are 
looking for God, I’ve learned, God 
always shows up.  Perhaps we aren’t 
looking enough, or perhaps not 
enough of us are looking in the world 

today.  Sometimes, those who are not 
looking need to be surprised by 
friends who care.  How can you help 
someone else to see God in them-
selves, or in their life, friendships and 
family?   
 

I am truly enjoying re-reading the 
book The Shack, by Wm. Paul Young, 
and discussing it in our Monday after-
noon group.  This group is open to all!  
We also have a Tuesday evening 
group, led by Pastor Carol.  Each of 
these groups is a wonderful, caring 
gathering of folks who are exploring 
what God is like in our lives, where 
God is when tragedy strikes, how we 
can better represent God’s love as a 
church in our world today.  Please 
come join us!  We originally thought 
to discuss three chapters each week 
and be done by the end of July.  But 
we are finding there is so much to 
share, from the book and ourselves, 
that we may be slowing down and 
finishing more like mid- or end of Au-

gust.  You do not 
have to be pre-
sent every week; 
just come and 
share where we 
are!  At the time of this writing (July 
6), the Monday afternoon group is 
finishing up discussing chapter five and 
moving into chapter six, to give you a 
landmark.  The challenge for us all, as 
disciples seeking to follow God and 
Christ with our neighbors, is how to 
reach higher, deeper and farther in 
our beliefs, in our living and our lov-
ing, for it is in our faithfulness to this 
purpose—integrity and congruence of 
faith and life—that we discover the 
true wonder, joy and purpose of our 
lives, for now and forever.  May these 
lazy, open days of summer be a time 
of growth in God’s amazing grace and 
love for you, as you discover it for 
yourself, and share it with others! 
 

In Christ’s love, 

 

5  July 2009 

 

Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Beverly Crowder 
James Andrew Dailey, father of Rex Dailey 
Milford Davis, father of Rodney Telomen 
Joan Doll, mother of Mike Doll 
Homer Gardner, father of Julie Grimley 
Gerry Lewis, friend of Maggie Hartigan 
Mary Jean O’Leary, mother of Kathy Powell 
Miriam Pepiot, mother-in-law of Phyllis Pepiot 
Esther Welli, mother of Stan Welli 
Jennifer Whiteyes, wife of Chris St. John’s cousin 

Baptisms 
 

Reagan Rebecca, daughter of Derek and Becky Hull, was 
baptized on June 21 
George Wesley Zenow, son of Eric Scott Zenow and 
Stephanie D’Ann Simmons, was baptized on June 21 
Benjamin James, son of Matthew and Molly Seago, was bap-
tized on June 28 
Brady Shane, son of Brett and Rachel Strang, was baptized on 
June 28 
Kain Taylor, son of Eric and Jaimee Wood, was baptized on 
June 28 

Celebrations 
 

Ed Wolak celebrates his 97th birthday on July11; please send 
greetings to 712 Wellner, Naperville, IL, 60540 
Berneice Quinn celebrates her 90th birthday on July 13;  
please send greetings to 200 Village Dr. #232, Downers Grove, 
IL, 60516 
Irene McGaughey celebrates her 92nd birthday on July 21; 
send greetings to 1700 Robin Lane #406, Lisle, IL, 60532 
Juanita Burney celebrates her 90th birthday on July 27; send 
greetings to 535 W. Ogden Ave., Naperville, IL, 60563 
Kaitlyn Christine, daughter of Kevin and Alison Delaney and 
granddaughter of Kathy Coleman, was born on March 17 
Grace Church received the Philip William Otterbein Award 
this year for the most mission giving of any church in the 
Northern Illinois Conference on June 7 
Seeds of Grace, co-founded by Annette Swanson and 
Julie Utter, received the Paul Harris Fellow Award from the 
Rotary Foundation of Rotary International for its significant 
contributions locally and around the world 
Meghan Patterson graduated summa cum laude from Ball 
State University with a Bachelor of Arts in Marketing and mi-
nors in Spanish and Fashion Merchandising.  She was also hon-
ored with the Miller College of Business Outstanding Senior 
Marketing Award and the Wall Street Journal Award 
Colin Riley finished fifth of 1,399 competitors in the Elite age 
group in the 2009 Hy-Vee Triathlon in West Des Moines, IA, 
with a personal record time of 2:01:04 
Caleb Marshall, son of Kristina Burrows and Ryan Bierman 
and great-grandson of Ollie and Ellen Burrows, was born on 
June 12 
Laura Schmitt & Hunter Murray were married on June 19 
Stefanie Lindsay & Erik Abderhalden were married on 
June 20 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order they are received. 

These peacefully napping pups are Camo (left), a one-
year-old female Yellow Labrador, and Howard, a two-
year-old Yorkie.  This photo was taken on Deb and Scott 
Robinson’s boat, the “Final Final,” while cruising along the 
Illinois River near Seneca, IL.  “The pups LOVE boating 
and playing with each other,” says Deb.  “Although How-
ard weighs just eight pounds (compared to Camo’s 75 
pounds), he’s always in charge!”  Scott and Deb are new 
“empty nesters,” with a recent college graduate and  
another child currently in college, so Camo and Howard 
keep their owners busy! 

Camo and Howard 

Be An Instrument of God’s 
Love—Join Our Stephen  
Ministry Team! 
 

Stephen Ministers work alongside our pas-
tors to care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiri-
tual support to people who are going through a difficult 
time, such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, unemploy-
ment, terminal or chronic illness, relocation, debilitating 
stress, or loneliness.  If you have gifts for caring, encour-
agement, and listening, please begin to prayerfully con-
sider whether you might want to be part of this exciting 
ministry.  If you think you might be interested, stop by 
the Stephen Ministry information table in the Activity 
Center between services on Sundays, or call Bob Hussel-
bee (815-407-1650) or Judy McGoogan (630-420-1312).   


