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Building up the church 

to the glory of God. 
 

Ephesians 4:12 Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church   July 2007 

D espite innumerable snags getting 
home from the Dominican Repub-

lic from a layover in Miami, the 13 mem-
bers from Grace who participated in 
our “Faith Works IV” Summer of Ser-
vice mission trip to Nagua, Dominican 
Republic, July 13-21 nevertheless suc-
ceeded in bringing new hope to an  
impoverished part of the world. 
 

“There is an aura of gratitude that is so 
sincere, so genuine to the  
Dominican Republic,” 
said Grace Director of 
Youth Ministries Jeff Hart-
man, who has visited this 
area four times now with 
Grace youth missions.  
“[Building homes in the 
Dominican Republic] is such 
a unique way to solve the universal 
problem of inadequate housing with a 
minimum amount of funds,” added Hart-
man.  “Habitat for Humanity still finds a 
way to conquer this problem, and you 
really see that in the faces of the Do-
minicans.”   

Along with Dominican contractors 
(called “maestros”) and the home resi-
dents themselves, the Grace team 

worked eight-hour days in stifling heat 
on a total of four homes.  One they 
built from the foundation up, laying cin-
der blocks and mortar, and two they 
completely roofed.  On the fourth, they 
put in a new floor.  At day’s end, the 
team cooled off in the crystal waters of 
La Playa del Gringo (Gringo’s Beach).  
At night, they retired to Hotel Sinai in 
Nagua, an inn steeped in history and 
owned by a woman who welcomes the 
Grace group each year as family.   

 

Of the idyllic beaches in Nagua, 
said Jeff Hartman, “It was a little 
disorienting—on one side of the 
road is a beach with clear blue 
water and palm trees, and on the 
other, there are shacks with truck 
tail gates for front doors.”  Said 

Jenn Wills, “Our first homeowners, 
Francisco and Francisca, let us know 
they are very poor and how blessed 
they feel to have a new home.” Wills 
has attended over 20 Grace mission 
trips over the past 12 years, four of 
them to the Dominican Republic.  While 

she can rattle off the 
names and spellings of 
each home’s residents 
without a moment’s hesi-
tation, she has difficulty 
expressing in mere 
words why it is so im-
portant to her to give 
her time and energies to 
missions.   
 

“One of my favorite 
verses is ’To whom much 
is given, much is ex-
pected’,” reflected Wills.  
“If God calls me, and if 
that means throwing  
cement and swinging a 
hammer somewhere, 
then that’s what I’m going 

to do.”  Wills added that she feels a bit 
selfish when she returns home from a 

place like the Dominican Republic be-
cause of the people whose lives she and 
fellow team members have come into.  
“I have yet to meet one person on a 
mission trip who has said that their life 
will not change because [mission work-
ers] were there.”   
 

Both Hartman and Wills cited the many 
people from former mission trips they 
encounter on return trips to various 
areas.  “We still hear stories of the  
impact we’ve made,” said Jenn, who 
noted that the son of one Clarksville, 
TN, Side-by-Side home recipient now 
owns a company that provides all of the 
window treatments for Habitat for Hu-
manity homes in the Clarksville area.   
 

 

“You never know quite how far the 
week you choose to serve will go.”   
 

“Faith Works”:  Grace Brings Hope to the Dominican Republic 

“I have yet to meet 
one person who 
has said their life 
will not change 
because we have 
been there.” 

Jim Kilgallon and Lindsay Babich spread mortar between cinder 
blocks on one of the four homes the Grace team helped build 
in the Dominican Republic July 13-21. 

Dominican children relish the new toys they 
received from our team.   

The 2007 “Faith Works” Team 



 

2  

Pastor’s Journal 

Resiliency in the Face of Defeat 
 

Resiliency is indicative of a healthy spiritual life.  The three qualities of resiliency, as described by 
Diane Coutu of the Harvard Business Review, are the ability to look a situation in the face, to find 
strength in the belief that life is meaningful, and to improvise. 
 

75 years ago, in 1932, the Rev. Thomas A. Dorsey wrote the Gospel hymn “Precious Lord.”  This 
simple song has brought resiliency in the face of defeat to countless people.  Rev. Dorsey said: 
 

“It is not a long story, but [one] that hurts me every time I have to tell it.  My wife at the time, Lilly Harper Dorsey, 
wanted to become a mother.  I was out on the road with a show.  I was going to be the happiest man in the world when I 
came back.  But one night, I received a telegram addressed to me.  I opened it and it said, ‘Hurry home, your wife just 
died…’ 
 

It was the next morning when I got there—I was living on 40th Street [in Chicago].  I jumped out of the car and ran into 
the house.  A lot of my relatives were there...crying. 
 

Well, there was no chance for me to cry.  I said, ‘Where is she?’  They wouldn’t let me see her...but there was a fine 
looking baby in there, a lovely looking baby trying to cry or do something, and I thanked God for the baby.  But that 
night, the baby died.  I didn’t feel like cursing, but I pretty near [did].  That was the end of my family there. 
 

I just sat down with a pencil and wrote what was coming to me.  The next week, I had some copies printed and started 
giving them out.  Not music copies, just the words…” 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand… 
 

Resiliency.        Grace and Peace, 
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“All Church Picnic” Fun for All! 
On a picture perfect  
Sunday afternoon July 22, 
members of our Grace 
family gathered for food, 
fun and fellowship at our  
annual All Church Picnic, 
following another wonder-
ful week of Vacation Bible 
School.  Many thanks to 
Picnic Coordinator Marga-
ret Harrison, Fellowship of 
Christian Men, Linda Wat-
kins and the Family and 
Children’s Ministry Team, 
the Education Committee, 
the Hambright family, 
Megan Kathleen and Pam 
Hayes, all the families who 
supervised the jumping 
tent, the Grace Praise 
Team and His Grace praise 
bands, our Grace custodial 
staff, and all who helped 
make the picnic a success.   
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

What a wonderful celebration of Vacation Bible School we have had this past week (July 16-20), 
“Soaring to New Heights with God” as we learned about following, trusting, listening, repenting, and 
serving Christ and God.  The energy in singing, sharing stories, praying and creating crafts to remem-
ber these themes was just tremendous!  Then, I thoroughly enjoyed and was inspired by the children’s leadership in 
worship this past Sunday (July 22), followed by a great time relaxing and sharing with folks, enjoying praise music and 
food at our All Church Picnic.  So many came and shared their love and gifts!    
 

I hope this summer has been a great time of reflection and renewal for you, as you have had perhaps a little more time 
with family and friends, in nature and in prayer.  In my last column, I challenged us all to think about where we are see-
ing God’s signs and wonders in our lives today, and where we are BEING God’s signs and wonders.  What have you 
been seeing and learning?   
 

My latest challenge in worship was for us to be more careful to remember “Who’s On First” and “What’s On Second,” 
to keep our priorities straight in putting Jesus and our neighbors first and letting the “things and plans” of this life take 
second place to caring for the people God sends us to listen to and serve.  This is not easy to do, and I will admit that it 
is a constant challenge for me.  I identify very easily with Martha in our children’s musical over Mother’s Day weekend 
and in our Bible story, and I have to discipline myself to be more like Mary!  Look up the story (Luke 10:38-42), and 
remind yourself WHO is on first and WHAT is on second.  Then, listen for Jesus to speak to you, in prayer, in Bible 
study, and in the people God sends into your life—put Jesus’ love first and your palm pilot second!  Watch how God 
fills you and uses you to bring blessing and grace to our world!  Remember, wherever two or more gather, Jesus will be 
in our midst, if we invite him.  And, whenever we serve the least of these who are our neighbors, we are serving Jesus.  
See you at Jesus’ feet!       
         Peace,  

Linking Up to Grace       

 

Children from our church 
and across the community  
attended Grace’s Vacation 
Bible School to learn about 
the heights of God’s love 
through the acts of follow-
ing, trusting, listening, re-
penting and serving. 
Through both rain and shine 
July 16-20, our whole team 
of VBS children, teen 
apprentices, pre-
school and elemen-
tary VBS teachers, 
music, crafts, drama 
and decorations 
teams, kitchen help-
ers, custodians and 
church staff prayer-
fully came together 
to “Lift Off” a week 
of Vacation Bible 
School that is a  

perennial highlight of Grace 
Christian education during 
the summer.  On Sunday, 
July 22, our VBS children led 
the 11:00 worship music 
with the songs they learned 
throughout the week.   
 

Many thanks to the children 
and our entire VBS team!   

VBS “Soars to New Heights” 
of Christian Love & Servitude 

VBS children sing God’s praises at the 
11:00 worship service July 22. 

Men, don’t 
miss “I 
Want to Be 
a Man You 
Would Read 
About,” the 
theme of 

our fall men’s event, fea-
turing Dr. Norval I. 
Brown, United Methodist 
pastor and certified Spiri-
tual Director.  Dr. Brown 
will be visiting Grace this 
fall on Friday, October 
26, 6:30-9:30pm, to 
speak to men about what 
it means to be a husband, 
father, employee, church 
leader and man of God in 
our world today.  Dr. 
Norval is an adjunct fac-
ulty member at Chicago 

Theological Seminary and 
an oblate at St. Benedict’s 
Abbey in Bartonville, IL.  
He has participated in the 
Walk to Emmaus and the 
Academy for Spiritual 
Formation as both a par-
ticipant and a leader.  He 
has traveled extensively 
to lecture on Worship 
and Spiritual Formation.  
Co-sponsored by the 
Grace Fellowship of 
Christian Men and the 
Evangelism Team, this 
important men’s event 
also features dinner 
served by the women of 
Grace.  Mark your calen-
dars and tell your friends!  
Further details to come.   
 

Learn How to Be a Man You Would 
Read About 
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Let me see if I can paint you a 
picture.  You are sitting in an 
outdoor mall in an open amphi-
theater.  You are with hun-
dreds of other people celebrat-
ing the first anniversary of this 
mall.  You see four rows of 
very long tables with music, 
colorful covers and shining 
handbells.  Just before the con-
cert, about 50 children gather 
behind those tables, all in light 
blue t-shirts.  These children, 
from elementary age to high 
school, begin playing music you 
recognize from the movie 
“2001:  A Space Odyssey.”  
After just 30 seconds of music, 
your skin is prickling with ex-
citement, and you find yourself 
up on your feet, cheering with 
everyone else in the audience.   
 

This was the scene at The 
Landing Mall in Branson, MO, 
on Saturday evening, June 16.  
The ringers came from Illinois, 
Iowa, Missouri, Kansas and  
Nebraska.  They came as full 
and partial choirs to play in this 
concert and one at Branson’s 
Dixieland Stampede on June 17.  
The children prepared seven 
pieces of music, four for mass 

ringing and three for two differ-
ent playing levels, even before 
arriving in Branson.  In addition 
to “A Space Odyssey,” they 

also played “God’s Train,” 
which sounded just like a train 
leaving, “Soon and Very Soon,” 
and “Praise the Almighty” as 
mass pieces with all of the chil-
dren.  The children were then 
separated into two playing lev-
els, beginning and high.  The 
ringers representing Grace 
Church, Rachel Sterchi and 
Nicholas Ameiss, were 

placed in the high level and 
played “Rock Around the 
Clock,” “Plink, Plank, Plunk” 
(performed entirely with mal-

lets), and “Joyous Spirit.”  One 
of the choirs also performed 
“Phantom of the Opera” and 
“Dance of the Toy Soldiers.”  
Who knew handbells could play 
such pieces?  It’s not always 
“church” music! 
 

The audience was visibly 
amazed at the talent and ability 
of these children and even 

more astonished that it took 
only eight minutes to get all the 
tables, bells, pads, etc. folded 
up and off stage!  While it was 
hard work, with many rehears-
als before we left Naperville on 
June 13, it was all well worth it.  
Our children were well pre-
pared and had a great time per-
forming in Branson.  The week 
was not “all work and no play,” 
as we spent one night at Cele-
bration City (an amusement 
park) and were able to enjoy 
the exciting new mall before 
and after the concert.  We 
were also given special pricing 
at an area go-cart and bumper 
boats attraction. It was an 
event the children will  
remember for years to come.   
 

A bell ringer is one of a whole 
choir, and if someone is miss-
ing, there is no recognizable 
melody or harmonious piece of 
music.  Therefore, we would 
like to thank those Grace 
adults and children from our 
two bell choirs who took the 
time to fill the holes left by not 
having our full choir in Branson.  
You are deeply appreciated, 
and you will be remembered! 

Grace Young Ringers Shine in Branson, Missouri   By Cheryl Ameiss 

Youth bell choirs from five states gathered to perform at the outdoor 
Landing Mall in Branson, MO, on June 16.   

Grace’s 2005 Kenyan 
mission trip was taken on as an invita-
tion from Florence Mubichi to “come 
and see how God is working among 
my people.”  While in Kenya, we vis-
ited Florence’s home, church and com-
munity and saw the positive impact of 
Christian love and fellowship on pov-
erty and disease.  Since then, a few 
members of Grace formed a non-
profit organization, Seeds of Grace, to 
further address the needs of those 
who helped us to see God at work 
among them.  In addition to selling  
African jewelry to help a Kenyan com-
munity-based organization called 
Peacemakers (PEMA), Seeds of Grace 

also raises awareness and funds for 
Brothers Keeper Organization (BKO) 
and the Miriam Kanana Mubichi Foun-
dation (MKMF), in memory of Flor-
ence’s daughter, who was tragically 
killed by a car.  
 

Currently, Seeds of Grace is sponsor-
ing a project for MKMF called 
“Karanja’s Flowers,” which offers 
school fees assistance to four Kenyan 
siblings, three of whom are blind.  The 
annual school fees per student is $152; 
Seeds of Grace funded the balance of 
this year’s tuition and paid for next 
year for the siblings through donations 
from members of our Grace family.  

Thank you for your continued support.  
Let us tell you the story of these chil-
dren: 
 

A father of five children seeking school 
fees assistance for his three blind chil-
dren was referred to MKMF by a child 
welfare officer.  The children, aged 10, 
8 and 7, had attended a local primary 
school, where they were diagnosed 
with visual impairment.  The three un-
derwent free surgery and were later 
admitted to a special school for the 
visually impaired.  The daughter, aged 
10, was ranked first in her class, with 
scores of 100% in mathematics, English 
and Kiswahili languages. (cont. on pg. 6) 

Kenya Korner   from Annette Swanson and Julie Utter 
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Grace Personals 
 

Sympathies to the Friends  
and Families of… 

 

Merrill Gates 
 

Helen Matthews, mother of Pat Calvert 
 

Laura Miller, sister-in-law of Maggie Miller 
 

Jack Perron, uncle of Gaye Lynn Loufek 
 

Meg Visher, sister-in-law of Jim Visher 
 

Marriages and Births 
 

Jennifer Lindsay and David Martin were  
married June 29 
 

Katie Hornbeck and Jim Hamman were  
married July 7 
 

Robin Wedeman and Chuck Adelman were  
married July 8 
 

Ally Dwyer, daughter of Kristine and Mike 
Dwyer, was born June 21 
 

John Philip Genslinger, son of Alison and Mike 
Genslinger and grandson of Judy Shotts, was born 
July 6 
 

Baptisms 
Jack Andrew, son of Jay and Kathy Urbanowski,  
June 24 
 

Evan Michael, son of William and Suzanne  
Wetzel, June 24 
 

Megan Kathleen, daughter of Jason and Heather 
Caile, July 15 
 

Emily Clare, daughter of Ron Lubek, Jr. and Clare 
Bradley-Lubek, July 15 
 

Ian William, son of Jesse and Margaret Schnute,  
July 15 
 

A Quiet Voice in the Night 
By Merrill Litchfield 
 

Editor’s Note:  Although originally written for this year’s “Stories of 
Grace” Lenten devotions booklet, Merrill’s following meditation  
(inspired by a verse in the Book of Revelation) is especially relevant 
at this time, as Pastor Bob Atkins will soon begin a five-week sermon 
series on this final book of the Bible.  Furthermore, the subject of 
Grace’s October 26 men’s event is how to be a true man of God in 
the world today (see page 3 of this newsletter). 
 

“Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, 
and he with me.”  (Rev. 3:20) 
 

When my father died, he and I—probably like most hu-
man beings—had some unfinished business between us.  
One of the biggest items in my mind was the childhood 
grudge I bore him because of his problem with anger.  
The suddenness with which he would “blow up,” and the 
harm he would do while “too hot to see straight” terri-
fied me as a child and made me want to stay away from 
him as I grew older.  And perhaps I was still more aware 
of it all because, as I came into my own, I had to wrestle 
with the same demon.  Like the proverbial “burr under 
the saddle,” this remained an unhealed sore spot in my 
spirit as we drove to Michigan for his funeral.  This sore 
spot was not an obsession; I more often took my father’s 
anger for granted—but it would be tender if I touched it. 
 

Murphy’s Law had had a field day with our schedule that 
week:  we had to drive through the night in order to get 
to the visitation on time, and I had taken the dark-of-the-
night shift at the wheel.  At about 7:00 a.m., we were per-
haps halfway there.  I was worn out, so we switched driv-
ers, and I crawled into the back seat to catch some much 
needed Z’s.  I wasn’t thinking particularly about Dad as I 
waited for sleep to come, but a voice came unasked and 
said, “It kept him from being the gentle and loving man he 
wanted to be.”  It had never, until that moment, crossed 
my mind that Dad, too, was a victim of the anger he 
couldn't overcome. 
 

I’ve never doubted whether that quiet voice was God’s.  I 
was too true, too understanding, and too healing—my 
resentment toward my father vanished at its touch—to 
have come from any other spirit.  It didn’t instantly make 
“all things well,” as God is still waiting to see if I obey 
when contending with my own wrath.  But, for that one 
thing, at that one time, those healing words still shine in 
my own mind as “one touch of grace.” 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, your word, your touch still heal.  Grant us the 
grace to speak aloud of the wonders of your grace, the splen-
dor of your glory, as we seek to obey your gentle nudges.  
Amen. 
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“Kenya Korner” continued from  
page 4... 
 

The brothers performed equally well, 
with an average grade of “B.”   
 

The children’s father is partially blind 
himself and can hold only temporary 
work.  Their mother knits sweaters 
and works on farms for additional in-
come.  They rent shelter on govern-
ment land, having only enough income 
to cover basic needs. 
 

Fridah Mubichi, another daughter of 
Florence and her husband Steven, in-
terviewed the father, who told her:  
“Maám, God gave me these children; it 
is my responsibility to do everything 
and anything I can for them.”  Fridah 
asked him, “What good will giving you 
a little money that will not completely 
pay the bill do for you?”  He replied, 
“It is the small droplets that fill the 
water tank in the desert.” 
 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come 

to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.”  (Matthew 19:14)  
 

A Letter From Rev. Carol 
Madalin to the Grace Family 
 

Journeying through grief is 
painful and difficult.  Being 
with others who are experi-
encing a similar journey often 
brings comfort and a bit of 

peace.  We at Grace Church know 
how much this ministry is needed and 
have made a continuing opportunity 
for a small group that offers support, 
hope and encouragement to those 
who are grieving.  The group is a part 
of our larger ChristCare Group Minis-
try and is called “Come to Me.”   
 

Our group has been meeting twice 
monthly since June and will meet again 
on August 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fire-
side Room at Grace.  Our usual meet-
ing place is in the home of one of our 

group members.  We are using two 
resource books:  Traveling Through 
Grief and Getting to the Other Side of 
Grief.  A psychologist and a pastor who 
bring their particular perspectives to 
the journey of grief authored both 
books. 
 

I invite you to come to a place that 
offers support in a safe environment as 
this group beings to address the many 
needs and concerns of those who 
grieve.  Please prayerfully consider 
your involvement in this group that 
holds its members in love and care.  
Confidentiality and commitment are 
required as we covenant together in 
the group.  My prayers are with you as 
we continue this journey together.   
 

It is my prayer that God, with whom 
all things are possible, may bless and 
keep you this day and all the days 
ahead. 
 

Peace,   
 

On Saturday, June 24, 12 
Grace “Disciples” arrived to 
help move our new PATH 
(People Assisting Transitional 
Housing)  
family to the 
apartment 
our church 
sponsors.  
PATH is the 
Grace com-
mittee that 
works with 
DuPage 
Country’s 
non-profit 
Bridge Communities to pro-
vide transitional housing, coun-
seling and, most importantly, a 
fresh start for families in need.  
PATH mentors its families for 
two years, as they work to 
resolve the issues that left 

them homeless.   Our 12 
“Disciples” overcame the rain 
and damp weather to get the 
moving done in record time!  

They are:   
Larry and Barbara 
Hartman, Linda 
Bodine, Joe 
Schofield, John 
Stuart, Kathryn 
Hoffman, Bob 
Owensby, Tom 
Blair, Scott  
Carpenter, Mike 
Doll, Lee Hoekstra 
and Steve Sakats.   

 

We are grateful to these 
brothers and sisters for their 
time, talents and trucks!  Your 
work is much appreciated!  To 
help with future PATH endeav-
ors, or for more information, 
contact Joan Stokely.   

Caught in the Act of Discipleship 
from Paul Carpenter  

Getting to Know Our Board of Trustees 
from Larry Hartman 
 

Know much about Grace Church’s Board of Trustees?  
According to the United Methodist Book of Discipline, 
the Board of Trustees shall have the “supervision, over-
sight, and care of all real property owned by the local 
church…”  While we are fortunate to have wonderful 
buildings and grounds at Grace, we have an important 
responsibility for their maintenance and upkeep for  
future generations.  In addition to our beautiful 14-acre 
location at 300 E. Gartner, we own two parsonages for 
our senior and associate pastors.  
 
The Board of Trustees’ annual budget represents 35%  
of the church’s total yearly budget.  Our major budget 
categories for 2007 are maintenance (approximately 
$131,000) and utilities (approx. $94,000).   
 
The Board is comprised of nine persons who serve for 
three-year overlapping terms.  Our current membership 
includes:  Sally Davis, Harold Workman, John Stuart, 
Mike Walczak, Rex Dailey, Ellie Lindsay, Jan Johnston 
(Secretary) and Larry Hartman (Chair).  A ninth member 
will be appointed soon.  The Board is also assisted by 
Bob Poland, Grace Business Manager, our custodial staff, 
and many volunteers.  Next month, we’ll discuss the 
Board’s recent and future projects.   

July 2007 
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Saturday Outdoor Worship  
Extended Through August 11 
Worship in “God’s Cathedral” (the 
Great Outdoors) has been extended 
through Saturday, August 11.  Join us 
just a little longer in a casual, intimate 
setting of worship (including acoustic 
guitar music, communion and a time for 
children) in the inimitable glory of the 
Lord’s sanctuary.  Indoor Saturday wor-
ship will resume August 18 in the Activ-
ity Center. 
 

Choir Practices Resume  
Weekly choir practices will be starting 
up in August on the following dates: 
Grace Praise Team—Tues., Aug. 21 
Chancel Choir—Thurs., Aug. 23 
His Grace and Youth Chorale—Sun.,  
Aug. 26 
Children’s Choirs and New Life Singers—
Wed., August 29 
 

 
Beth Moore Bible Study  

Coming This Fall 
Stay tuned for more news on a Beth 
Moore women’s Bible study this fall at 
Grace.  
 

Attention, Sisters of Grace! 
In September, we will begin 
three exciting new Sisters  

Bible studies.  Watch for details 
in August.  Please direct ques-

tions related to these studies to 
Pastor Lisa Telomen.   
 

Grace Men’s Event 
Men, mark your calendars now for an 
inspiring event Friday, October 26, 
here at Grace, featuring keynote 
speaker Dr. Norval I. Brown, who will 
explore what it means to be a man of 
God in today’s world.  
 

Grace Women’s Event 
Hugely successful last year, the 
women’s beautiful and moving 
“Celebrate the Season” event (hosted 

by the Grace Evangelism Committee) is 
on again this year on Wednesday,  
November 28, and is sure to be an-
other wonderful experience.  Women, 
mark your calendars now, and tell your 
friends and family!  Watch for further 
details on our men’s and women’s events. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Rev. Dr. Findon 
Says... 
Recently, Pastor Bob has 
spoken in his sermons of 
“resilience.”  (Pastor Bob’s 

letter in this newsletter also deals with 
this topic.)  Resilience is something that 
I assess each time a couple comes to 
pastoral counseling.  I ask myself, “Does 
this emotionally disconnected couple 
have the relational resilience to recon-
nect?”  This question can also be  
addressed to all relational situations,  
including family relationships, church 
relationships, and work relationships.   
 

Relational resilience is movement  
toward mutually empowering, growth-
fostering connections.  Two conditions 
make resiliency in relationships possi-
ble:  each person must represent the 
experience to the other, and the other 

must take the responsibility to respond.   
 

Here is a helpful guide to find move-
ment toward connection after you have 
experienced emotional disconnection 
from someone with whom you have a 
relationship:   
 

C onnection must be affirmed as a  
priority. 

O ffer positive memories from the 
relationship’s past and new hopes 
for the future of the relationship. 

N ame the disconnection. 
N eed to apologize if you have hurt 

the other person. 
E mbrace the differences. 
C all for a relational “time out” when 

needed. 
T alk to a third person together to get 

help. 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP EXTENDED      CHOIR START-UPS       BETH MOORE SERIES       SISTERS BIBLE STUDY     MEN’S EVENT      WOMEN’S EVENT 

Send In Your Grace Notes 
Readers’ Polls! 
Many thanks to those who have  
already completed and sent in the  
surveys we mailed to Grace members 
polling their opinions about Grace 
Notes content.  The response rate has 
been very good, and we have already 
begun to get a sense of what people 
would like to see in this newsletter.   
If you haven’t yet sent in your poll 
(which included a self-addressed 
stamped envelope for your conven-
ience), please do so as soon as possi-
ble so that we can best serve you.    

Want GN Online? 
Help us keep our mailing costs down by 
accessing Grace Notes on the web! If you 
would like to receive GN online only, 
please e-mail gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org  
with “online only” in the subject line. 

Grace Notes is published for the members 
and friends of Grace United Methodist 
Church.  For submission guidelines and 
deadlines, please contact Barb Ceruti, 

Communications Director, at 355-1748, 
ext. 240, or e-mail: 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
 

Mission Statement: 
We the people of Grace are called  
to build up the body of Christ and 

our community to the glory of God 
through worship, education  

and service. 
 

Grace United Methodist Church 
300 E. Gartner Rd. 

Naperville, IL  60540 
630-355-1748, ext. 240 
www.peopleofgrace.org 
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July 2007 

There is singing, laughter, and  
fellowship.  There is the call of 
“Runner!”, followed quickly by the 
sound of running children’s feet...the 
clickety-clack of computer key-
boards...the sound of another empty 
file drawer slamming shut.  These 
strange and unusual noises are part 
and parcel of the moving, updating, 
cataloging and central processing of 

the Grace Music Library, a monumen-
tal project that has only just begun.  
 

Members of Grace’s choirs, adult and 
children, are helping to assign num-
bers, process, count, box, and enter 
into the computer each copy of music 
in our entire library, before they are 
shelved in their new quarters in Room 
160. (The music library formerly 
shared space with the Grace bell col-
lection in Room 158.)  It is a daunting 
task.  There are 22 file cabinets with 
four drawers each, plus three shelving 
units with music scores and large  
collections to be cataloged.  On June 
26 and 27, with all of the volunteers 
tirelessly working during a span of 
eight hours, only five cabinets were 
emptied.  It is a slow but worthwhile 

project, and many more 
hours will be  
devoted to the job.  Please 
keep a look out for our 
next music cataloging 
“party” (dates in Grace in 
Mission), and join the 
fun—it just might last all 
summer!  No musical 
knowledge is required to 
help, and refreshments are 
provided to keep the en-
ergy up.  Contact Dan 
Wagner or Lynn Leitzen 
at 355-1748 for more information. 
 
Office Space 
Drop in the church office some time, 
and you’ll see some noticeable 
changes.  New carpet matches what’s 
already in the narthex, new work sta-
tions with glass partitions allow for a 
more open, visible reception area, and 
fresh paint and new baseboards 
brighten hallways, file and fax rooms.  

Desks and 
credenzas 
were replaced 
with more 
efficient units, 
and new infor-
mation racks 
centralize 
printed  
material. 
 

 
 
Many thanks to Paul 
Grysh, Chris Isit, 
Dusty Hayes, Shawn 
Emery, and all the 
staff and volunteers 
who helped with this 
renovation or were  
displaced for a time.   
 

Music on the Move 
by Cheryl Ameiss 

Church volunteers work to move and catalog 
Grace’s extensive music library, an ongoing 
project taking place in the music hallway. 

Before:  High, opaque partitions closed off 
work spaces from the rest of the Grace 
office reception area. 

After:  (above) Grace Administrative Aide 
Sharon Ferguson enjoys her new open work 
space; below, Business Manager Bob Poland 
looks through new glass partitions. 

(left and  
bottom)  
Bulky furnish-
ings were re-
placed with 
sleeker, more  
streamlined 
designs. 

Summer Brings Changes to Music Library, Church Office 
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