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When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 

To make music in the heart.  

                     —Howard Thurman (1900-1981) 

What is your mission, people of Grace?  

There’s no better experience than working together with others who are committed to the same  
project, the same cause, the same mission. That’s the purpose of the church – to gather, equip and 
send the people of God into the community where they can work together to make a difference.  

The Leadership Team (formerly Church Council) has discussed this repeatedly over the last year.  
We start with the mission of the UMC, of which we are a part, and find the overall mission of the  
denomination is to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  From there  
we often find differing opinions as to what should be emphasized - making disciples or transforming 
the world?  

The answer is yes. 

Yes, both are equally vital to the mission of the church, and one cannot happen without the other. 
Sharing the love of God that transforms the world requires that you first know that love for yourself. 
Accepting Christ personally as Lord and Savior brings the confidence that we are upheld by God’s 
steadfast and unwavering love. Together as the body of Christ, the church can then make known the 
love that is revealed in Jesus and shared through the Holy Spirit. The result is a community of impas-
sioned people who can’t not transform the world. 

The question for us, then, is how?  How are the people of Grace, empowered and equipped with the 
love that God is in Jesus Christ, called to engage the community in which we live and work? And how 
might we best do that together?   

The year that’s just beginning is a new opportunity to figure that out. January’s sermons will begin 
with the reminder that we are baptized into Christ. Then we’ll read Paul’s letters to the people of  
Corinth and discern what our own gifts are for carrying out the work of transformation. And then that 
work will continue in earnest!  Month by month we will challenge ourselves to take on a need in our 
community or in our world. Rallying around a common cause for each month, we will make a differ-
ence by pooling our resources, our time and gifts.   

The new year invites and challenges us to create those opportunities, dive in with all the hope of a 
people loved, empowered and sent. Watch for your invitation in 2022!  Happy New Year! 

Making Disciples and 

Transforming the World 

By Rev. Cindy Marino 
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W 
hile wearing 
masks in the 
Grace Church 
building is 

keeping us safe, it’s also making 
it a little more difficult to get to 
know new faces. As January 
dawns, it’s a good time to intro-
duce our most recent hires.  
 

Barb Ceruti 
Communications Director 

After leav-
ing her job 
at a market-
ing agency 
last spring, 
Barb found 
herself toy-
ing with the 

idea of retiring. “While it was fun 
spiffing up my house and experi-
menting with new recipes, she 
remarked, “I had more to learn, 
more to do, more to give.” 
 

When Lynn Leitzen told Barb 
that the role of communications 
director had opened at Grace, 
she felt God’s hand guiding her 
back to the position she held 
from 2007-2016. 
 

“I knew that coming aboard dur-
ing the Christmas season with a 
headache full of new technology 
to learn wasn’t going to be easy, 
but I was ready to go where God 
was leading me. Returning to 
work at Grace felt like coming 
home,” said the 20+-year Grace 
member and Praise Team vocal-
ist. “It’s great to be back.” 
 

Contact Barb with your news at 
630-355-1748, ext. 3250 or 
barb.ceruti@peopleofgrace.org. 

Missy Hoekstra 
Pastoral Administrative  
Assistant 

A Grace 
member 
since 1987, 
Missy grew 
up in our 
church and 
has volun-
teered her 

time and talents in various ca-
pacities over the years, including 
serving at the front desk recep-
tion area.  
 

“I love seeing all the wonderful 
people that make up our church 
family,” said the Naperville resi-
dent, who enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Brian, and her 
two sets of twin nieces and neph-
ews. In addition to her new role 
at Grace, the former teacher lets 
her creative juices flow at Sara-
boo Creek, where she works  
part-time crafting handmade 
items.  
 

“I am very happy to be at Grace!” 
said Missy.  
 

Contact Missy for scheduling or 
other administrative needs at 
missy.hoekstra@peopleofgrace.org 

or 630-355-1748, ext. 3223.  
 

 

 

 

 

Oscar Olivares 

Custodian 

“The best 
service you 
can do in life 
is working 
for God,” 
said Grace’s 
newest hire, 
Oscar Oliva-
res, who came aboard during the 
height of the Christmas season.  
 

Oscar enjoys working in a 
church because, he says, “every 
work you do has some type of 
honor if you’re doing it for God.” 
Oscar and his wife, Agnes, have 
four young children (aged 2-12) 
in whom they’re trying to instill 
good Christian values, such as 
helping others. A fan of the great 
outdoors, Oscar enjoys walking, 
bicycling, canoeing, camping and 
swimming. He also enjoys the 
company of others. 
 

“I’m a communicative person; I 
like to be around people.” Next 
time you’re in the building, stop 
by and say hello to Oscar! 
 

Contact Oscar for maintenance 
operations at 630-355-1748, ext. 
3225 or  
oscar.olivares@peopleofgrace.org.  
 

 

 

 

Grace Welcomes New Staff 

Also new in the Grace Office is  Keia Carter  

Accounting Coordinator with payroll responsibilities. 
Contact Keia at  

keia.carter@peopleofgrace.org or 630-355-1748, ext. 3222. 

Stay tuned…In the February and March issues of Grace Notes, we 

will feature more of our valued Grace staff. 

mailto:barb.ceruti@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:missy.hoekstra@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:oscar.olivares@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:keia.carter@peopleofgrace.org
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Dedicated Volunteers Help Us Through Transition 
In addition to the changes in the way “do church” as a result of the pandemic, several staff positions have  
recently opened up, necessitating onboarding and various setups to acclimate new hires. What’s more, prepar-
ing our church inside and out for the Christmas season and ongoing improvements to our building  have added 
a new layer to a fluid situation at 300 E. Gartner Road. 

A few of our outstanding volunteers during this time of transition merit acknowledgment by name. 

 

Ron Laub 

Anyone who enters our doors is bound to see Ron on any given day of the week. While he is hum-
ble and averse to recognition, he has deservedly been called a “rock star” for his willingness to step 
up and step in to myriad tasks. These include onboarding our second shift custodian, Oscar Oliva-
res; configuring room setups; ordering supplies; issuing keys; installing lights in the music hall-
ways; setting up phones for new staff; managing check signing and bank representative responsi-
bilities; running lights at our December 17 luminary drive-through; organizing our Christmas Eve 
custodians; securing vendors for our “Raise the Roof” initiative (and literally getting on the roof); 
setting up our new security cameras; establishing the software system that will allow first respond-

ers to know from which phone(s) any emergency calls inside the church are coming, and a lot more! 

“When I agree to do something, I do it,” said Ron of his dedicated volunteer service at Grace.  

 

Joan Meador 

Joan could quite literally be called the “face of Grace,” as hers is the first most people see when 
they come into our main entrance. As she has for years, Joan attends our welcome desk, answer-
ing the phones and visitors’ questions and guiding them to where they need to go and whom 
they need to see. Joan has led our team of dedicated front desk volunteers for over 20 years, 
training and scheduling them to ensure that the desk is attended during church hours. Since the 
pandemic, her team of nearly ten regular volunteers has shrunk, and Joan attends the desk as 

many as five mornings a week.  

“I do whatever needs to be done,” said Joan. That includes preparing and sending bulk mailings, sending thank 
you notes for various campaigns, and acting as liaison between staff and those who enter the building. 

“I enjoy helping,” said Joan, who left the business world in New York over 50 years ago when her daughter was 
born. “I get more out of volunteering than I give.”  

 

Chris Weilemann 

“Call Chris.”  

Those two words are uttered often at Grace by anyone who has a technical question or needs to 
know how something works. Chris has been invaluable to bringing Grace up to speed and into the 
digital age. For starters, he built our entire church website from scratch. Along with Jesse 
Schnute, he also completely rewired the building’s Ethernet, pulling over two miles of cable.  
On top of that, he reworked our WiFi into what’s now known as GraceWiFi, established our  

audio, then video livestream capabilities from A to Z, and is often manning the soundboard at the back of the 
sanctuary.  

Outside of his technical expertise, Chris and his wife, Traci, took on leadership of the Portico Collective initia-
tive after Pastor Matthew left. Chris also assisted Ron Laub in readying the Activity Center for the 9:00 a.m. 
Gathering worship.  
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More Thanks to Our Grace Family 

Grace Gardeners 
Now in January, when the garden beds are all tucked in for winter, let us take a moment to thank 

the Grace Gardeners who kept them lovely all last growing season. Each gardener assumes  

responsibility for certain beds and tends them on their own schedule. Let them know you  

appreciate their efforts! Our gardeners include Linda Fronk, Bill and Winnie Harrison, Barbara 

Hartman, Karen and Larry Hoopes, Jean Ives, Betty Long, Linda Kottis, Brenda Miskiewicz, Joe 

Roop, Bob Saville, Jan and Rob Smucker, and Amy Westerhold.  

Christmas Cards 
Thank you to everyone who donated Christmas cards for Illinois inmates and to those who 

signed them. As part of Companions Journeying Together through United Methodist Women, 

we were able to send 700 Christmas cards to Illinois inmates who requested that they be remem-

bered at Christmas. A total of over 2,000 cards were sent with the help of other area churches.  

Luminary Journey 
Our “Journey to the Manger” luminary drive-through on December 17 was beautiful and very 

well attended. Many thanks to all who took this meaningful journey, helped with setup, 

takedown, and/or supported it with their financial contributions.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
Many thanks to all who helped order, unwrap and arrange our Christmas poinsettias so  

that our tradition of poinsettia dedications and the beautiful poinsettia tree in the sanctuary 

could continue. 

 

 

 

Registration for Parent’s Day Out begins Tuesday, January 11, 2022 for all families  
outside the Children's Center entrance, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

After January 11, registration will continue inside the entrance during  
Parent's Day Out office hours, Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Visit peopleofgrace.org/parents-day-out for more information or contact the Parent’s 
Day Out office at 630-355-6146 or by email (graceparentsdayout@peopleofgrace.org). 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/parents-day-out
mailto:graceparentsdayout@peopleofgrace.org
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“In a larger church with multiple 
services, it easy to feel like you 
don’t know many, or sometimes 
any, people,” said Pastor Eric Blach-
ford. “Participating in Grace Com-
munity Builders [GCB] helps make 
a larger church feel smaller as you 
get to know people a little better 
and they get to know you, too.” 
 

Pastor Eric, a participant in GCB, 
hit the nail on the head in describ-
ing the purpose of this endeavor, 
established at Grace three and a 
half years ago by Bill and Linda 
Fronk. 
 

At their former church in Leawood, 
KS, Bill and Linda started a similar 
initiative that continued for 25 
years. “We wanted to know the peo-
ple in the church,” said Bill. “There 
is more empathy, caring and shar-
ing in the body of Christ when peo-

ple know each other on a personal 
level.” 
 

GCB consists of several groups of 
six people who meet one-on-one 
once per week with each person in 
the group at a location of their 
choice. At the end of five weeks, 
group members and their spouses 
or significant others enjoy a potluck 
dinner together.  
 

Ideally, according to Bill, those new 
to Grace would join a group consist-
ing of seasoned Grace members. 
Prospective participants in GCB are 
invited by designated callers to join 
a group.  
 

To date, Grace Community Builders 
has had 140 participants at various 
times, and more are welcome and 
desired. The goal is to increase 
membership and, thus, foster expo-
nential friendships in the church. 

 
 
 
 
“GCB is a fantastic program that 
offers our members the opportunity 
to connect with fellow parishioners 
on a deeper and more personal lev-
el,” said Jan Smucker, noting that 
GCB was particularly helpful in alle-
viating social isolation during the 
pandemic.  
 

Said Mike Craig, a participant in 
several GCB groups, “I had the op-
portunity to meet people of Grace 
in a personal and rewarding way.” 
 

GCB groups will resume in Febru-
ary. If you would like to join a 
group or learn more, contact Bill 
Fronk at 913-961-2903.  

 
 

Grace Community Builders Fosters 
Lasting Church Friendships  

Created By God January 22-23 
 

The world changes every day, and so do the kids! We invite all 

5th and 6th graders to attend “Created By God” on Saturday,  

January 22 (9:30am-5:30pm) and Sunday, January 23 (1:00-

3:00pm). This is a faith-based class that addresses the current 

physical changes 5th and 6th graders are experiencing in a safe, 

caring, no-judgment zone. Grace has provided this class for many 

years with the participation of some seasoned parents and grand-

parents (some of whom are/were health professionals) who have 

helped our children understand more about this time of change 

with a biblical foundation. The class is held over the course of a 

weekend in order to give the children adequate time to ask ques-

tions. We encourage you to invite friends, grandchildren and any 

5th or 6th grader who would benefit from this class. A small reg-

istration fee of $15 is collected to cover the curriculum books the children will keep as well as lunch on Satur-

day. Once registration is closed, there will be a Zoom adult meeting to prepare and set expectations for the class 

to be successful and helpful to each child. Please register by January 19 at peopleofgrace.org/CBGod.  

Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini for further information at chamus@peopleofgrace.org.  

https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/311/responses/new
mailto:chamus@peopleofgrace.org
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/311/responses/new
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The Grace Church Foundation was created to help our 
congregation members invest in the church’s mission 
and ministry for future generations. The Foundation has 
endowments (principal retained), funds (principal 
spendable) and memorials that will generate earnings to 
enhance the ministries and property of the church that 
are not included in the annual church budget in  
perpetuity. 
 

One of the ways Grace Church adapted to COVID is by 
increasing its online capabilities. Virtual options were 
created for Sunday worship services, ministries, commit-
tee meetings and events requiring remote connections.  
A new computer for streaming services was purchased 
with memorial funds. Zoom meetings were essential to 
the church’s ministries and operations when in-person 
gatherings were restricted by CDC guidelines. The Foun-
dation purchased the equipment for the church’s Zoom 
rooms through the Kline Christian Initiative Endow-
ment, Shirley Hoffman Memorial for music ministry and 
Miriam Fry Memorial for children’s ministry.  
 

The Fox Valley Habitat for Humanity Faith Build pro-
gram addresses our communities’ need for affordable 
housing. Over 20 local churches come together to build  
a house for a family in need. Grace Church plays a major 
role in the planning and construction of the home. In 
addition to planning and boots on the ground, the 
church commits monetarily through the Foundation’s 
Kline Christian Initiative Endowment.  This endowment 
was established through a bequest from Dorothy Kline, 
and the income will continue to be used in our commu-
nity ministry and other church initiatives.  
       

The Foundation supported the academic and spiritual 
development of our youth in the congregation by provid-
ing scholarships to North Central College (see sidebar).  
Three of our youths received $1,000 scholarships to at-
tend North Central College. The United Methodist High-
er Education Foundation’s Dollars for Scholars program 
and North Central College both match our scholarship, 
tripling the amount for each student. The North Central 
College Tuition Fund, established through a bequest 
from Anna Stephenson in 2001, and the Bill Abe Endow-
ment provided the funds for the scholarships.   
 

The Foundation provides resources to Grace Church 
through our many donors for whom we are so grateful.  
If you would like additional information or wish to  
discuss, confidentially, the best way for you to make a 

gift, please feel free to contact me or Pastors Cindy  
Marino, Eric Blachford or Mark Himel. 
 

If you have already named the Grace Foundation in your 
financial planning, please let the Foundation know by 
contacting me. We would like to thank you! 
 

In Christ, 
Scott Oats, Foundation Board of Directors, President 
soats@sbcglobal.net or 630-355-4716 
 

Foundation Board Members: Scott Oats, President and 
Secretary; John Abe, Vice President; Scott Skooglund, 
Treasurer; Ron Laub; Gina Gramarosso; and Tim Ford. 

  Grace Church Foundation Supports Future Generations    

  North Central College Scholarship 
 

The Grace Church Foundation is 
again offering a $1,000 scholarship 
to North Central College for the 
2022/2023 school year. These funds 
are available through the Founda-
tion, originally due to generous do-
nations from Anna Stephenson and Robert Leh-
man. The scholarship could be matched by the 
United Methodist Higher Education Foundation as 
part of its Dollars for Scholars program and also by 
North Central College for a total scholarship of 
$3,000. If you are a current student (or plan to en-
roll for the fall semester) and a member of Grace 
United Methodist Church, you are eligible to apply 
for the scholarship. Online applications will be 
available after January 1, 2022, and can be complet-
ed online at www.umhef.org. Contact Pastor Cindy 
Marino or John Abe at johnabe25@gmail.com or 
630-567-5432 for assistance or additional infor-
mation. 

To our greater church family, if you are looking for 
a way to serve God through establishing an endow-
ment or a memorial, please consider following the 
example of Anna Stephenson and Robert Lehman 
in providing funds for scholarships for North Cen-
tral College students. Your gift would provide con-
tinuing blessings to our church, our community, 
and you and your family. If you would like to  
discuss this, you can contact any member of the 
Foundation Board listed above.  

mailto:soats@sbcglobal.net
mailto:johnabe25@gmail.com
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Hearts On Fire Begins The Walk January 9 

How do we walk with Christ - daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve him?  
 

In The Walk, Adam Hamilton focuses on five essential spiritual practices, one in each 
chapter, that are rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God and taught throughout the New 
Testament. Each of these practices is intended as part of our daily walk with Christ, 
while also being an essential part of growing together in the church. 
 

Deepen your walk with Christ as we explore the five essential practices of worship, 
study, serving, giving, and bearing witness to our faith. 

The six-session DVD features Adam Hamilton guiding participants through the 
study. The video sessions are approximately 10-12 minutes in length and, when com-
bined with the six book chapters, make an ideal six-week group study. All videos sessions are closed captioned. 

Beginning on January 9 through February 20 in the “Hearts on Fire” adult faith formation class, 9:15am 

Sundays in Room 250.  

Looking ahead in Hearts on Fire... 
Beginning March 6  – John, a Lenten series by Adam Hamilton  
Beginning April 24 – Take the Flag by Rob Fuquay, running through Memorial Day weekend 

UMW Gathering January 18 

Are you new to Grace or wanting to 
join a wonderful group of women in 
service and in fellowship?  

Then join the United Methodist 
Women! All women are invited to 
join this mission-minded group.  
We will meet next on Tuesday,  
January 18, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. in  
Fellowship Hall and on Zoom for our 
annual pledge service and a com-
bined circle meeting. We will discuss 
how the pledge donations and other 
donations from our fund-raising 
events have helped women, children, 
and youth locally, nationwide, and 
worldwide. 

So, bring your own beverage and join 
us for UMW updates, our pledge ser-
vice, and fellowship. It is a perfect 
time of the year to join a wonderful 
mission-centered group of women or 
a circle (a smaller group). We would 
love to have you! 

For more information or to join 
UMW, contact Merrilyn Schultz 
(rgs115@sbcglobal.net) or visit  
peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-
women. 

 

Save the Date! 
“Cin” Sunday Feb. 27 9am-12pm 

Our January Food Pantry  
Collection will benefit  

Common Pantry in Chicago,  
serving northside Cook County 

residents experiencing food inse-
curity. Clients can come in once a 
month to shop for non-perishable 
food as well as frozen meat, fresh 
fruit and vegetables, bread and 

personal care items. Every $1  
donated to the non-profit provides 

four meals. Please donate to the 
Love Loaf at peopleofgrace.org/

give or directly to  
commonpantry.org. 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/vna-vaccine-clinic
mailto:rga115@sbcglobal.net
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women
https://www.commonpantry.org/
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.commonpantry.org/

