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An Adaptable Future
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2021.  I love being able to say that!  2020 was a year for the history 
books, and probably one we would just as soon forget. But I have 
to admit, we learned a lot in 2020. Much of what seemed to be 
foundational in our lives turns out to be not all that important. We 
missed simply being in one another’s presence. 
 
Turns out that’s a big reason why we get involved in worship, 
fundraising events, classes, etc. We like being together and we learn 
and gain strength in those times of togetherness. Our faith is still all 
about relationship with God and one another, and we do ministry 
along the way. 
 
We’ve learned a lot about ourselves as the church as well. We’ve had 
to fast-track plans to reach out digitally. That had been a direction we 
were exploring in order to expand our reach, but without the pressing 
need brought about by the pandemic, it was easier to continue ministry 
as usual. 
 
In the next few months, we pray we’ll be back in person! But many of 
the changes we made will become part of the way we work. We want 
those of you who travel for work, who prefer not to drive after dark, 
who have young children at home to be able to attend meetings and 
classes. We want those who work on Sunday mornings to be able to 
worship with us. We want to be inclusive to those who can attend in person, but also those who can’t. Rather than being a 
traditional church that offers a few online options, we need to become an online presence that gathers people in person. 
 
Many of the decisions made regarding ministry and mission at Grace have been adaptations required by unusual 
circumstances. But what if our decision-making process was always inclusive of change, of current needs, and renewable 
intentionality?  I’m excited by the possibilities presented by this new way of thinking and planning. We’re not alone in this 
new era of leading the church. There are some great resources coming out that can help us discern the path forward. 
 
One of these resources is a book by Todd Bolsinger, (author of Canoeing the Mountains), called Tempered Resilience: 
How Leaders Are Formed in the Crucible of Change, (InterVarsity Press: 2020).  In January, I will be offering a discussion 
group using this book as a guide. I am inviting those currently in leadership as well as anyone feeling called to participate. 
Bolsinger uses the example of Moses as one who had to adapt and change as he led God’s people. Watch for more 
information online and in our weekly eblasts! 
 
I am looking forward to a future together in ministry and mission that is adaptable and intentional. We’ll figure this out 
together! 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Christmas Eve Service
A heart-warming worship with many of the familiar faces and 
traditions of Christmas Eve at Grace - organ-led carols, scripture 
re-told by children, music from the worship team and handbell 
ringing, a Christmas sermon, and a candle-lit Silent Night.

Lessons and Carols Service
The ancient re-telling of the Redemption Story through readings 
with carols music by members of the Chancel Choir, bells and 
instrumentalists, filled with the awe and joy of the age-old 
traditional unfolding of the story. 

To find all of these worship services, simply refer to 
www.peopleofgrace.org/worship or to our Facebook page, Grace 
United Methodist Church of Naperville. 

NEW! Journey to the Manger Luminary Drive-Thru on Christmas Eve
Come enjoy a sense of holiness, peace, and hope that wraps us in love during the lighting of candles in a new way at the 
“Journey to the Manger” Luminary Drive-Thru on Christmas Eve from 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. at Grace! The Grace property will 
be transformed into a pilgrimage of light that takes us on the journey of Mary and Joseph, through the darkness of night 
and into the light of God’s greatest gift. You will be able to participate from your car as you enter the lower parking lot, with 
guided music and messages, and make your way to the manger. From there you can take the Light of Christ with you to 
share with the world. 

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/worship
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/worship


United Methodist Women will meet on Zoom for a 
combined circle meeting on January 19, at 9 a.m. 

 So, grab a cup of coffee or your favorite beverage and/or a 
sweet treat and join us on Zoom for UMW updates, pledge 
service and fellowship.  All women are invited to join this 
mission-minded group. 

Zoom Link

Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail.com) for more 
information.

United Methodist Women 
Gathering

Bonhoeffer Book Study 
with Pastor Doug Bowden
Everyone is invited to join Pastor Doug for an 8-week book 
study of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's empowering and challenging 
book The Cost of Discipleship.

Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor executed during WWII, 
encourages us to ask "What did Jesus mean to say to us?" 
and "What is his will for us today?" 

Our study together will be held on Zoom on Mondays from
 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. beginning on Monday, January 4, and 
ending on Monday, February 22. 

Contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org) 
for further information or to sign up. 

From now until Epiphany (January 6), the Commission on 
Religion and Race (CORR) is encouraging Grace Church 
members of all ages to read books which lift up the call to “do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.”

We challenge each other to listen to and read stories authored 
by and featuring lead characters and storylines with people of 
color. 

Register for the challenge and receive a curated list of 
possible books as one set of suggestions for your family 
during this challenge and learn more about our virtual 
classroom and Book Challenge activities for those 10 year 
old and under.

This is one way we can act out our Northern Illinois 
Conference vision “To Live Out the Conviction that Racism is 
Incompatible with Christian Teachings.” 

Contact Jill Rye (jill.rye@peopleofgrace.org) for more 
information. 

Diverse Book Family 
Reading Challenge

Giving Warmth for 
Season of Winter
Help keep the homeless 
warm and more 
comfortable!! Grace 
Emmaus Reunion Group 
will be collecting hats, 
mittens, and socks for 
Hesed House during the 
Christmas Eve Luminary Drive-Thru.  

There will be a drop-off bin as a part of the Drive-Thru, 
clearly marked for these donations. Thank you for your 
generosity.

All-Church Adult 
Faith Formation
Friends and family of Grace are invited to our next all-
church faith formation on Sunday, January 3, at 
9:15 a.m. Dan Wagner, Director of Music, will provide 
a digital journey through the history, development, and 
impact of Spiritual and Gospel Music. 

His presentation, Lament to Jubilation: A Journey of 
Hope, will include musical samples from the earliest 
recordings of spirituals to contemporary Gospel Music. 

Zoom Link

Contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.
org) for more information.

Grace UMC Library

Are you feeling the need to Read? 

Check out new acquisitions in the Grace Library 
by clicking here. 

If you would like to borrow any material from the 
library, you may check out a book by contacting  
Treva Brashears (tbrashears@wowway.com) with 
your request. The material will be placed at the 
Welcome Desk for pick up and return.

One of these new acquisitions is God and 
the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the 
Coronavirus and Its Aftermath by N.T. Wright, 
June 2020. Are you looking for answers to 
questions about the virus? Wright draws on 
Christian History, Scripture and Jesus’s way of 
living, thinking and praying to help us find those 
answers. 

Search the Collection by clicking here.

Happy New Year! What a joy it is to welcome a new year with Christ by our side! I would like to share a special prayer as 
we remember our past year, look towards the future, while fully embracing the present: 

 Lord, we thank you for this new beginning and we cherish each new day. So many things have happened,   
 making us laugh, cry, or fall to our knees and pray. We are thankful for every blessing and your tender   
 loving care. Walk with us and remind us that you are always near. As we start this brand new journey 
 and face life's daily tests, help us to do our part knowing you will do the rest! Amen.

I encourage everyone to watch our "2020 in Review" recording by clicking here  and take the challenge to do five simple 
things to grow closer to Christ personally and as a family in this New Year: 

1. Worship God faithfully 
2. Study God's Word on purpose 
3. Commit to serving in the community 
4. Give of your time, talents and resources to God's church 
5. Share your story and tell others about Christ 

I pray that every child grows closer to Christ and feels empowered to make a positive difference and impact the world! 

Peace, love and blessings to you! 

By: Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children's Faith FormationBy: Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children's Faith Formation

God is always with us!

Are you looking for a way to connect with other 
Grace families this winter? Are you feeling like the 
next few months may be long for you and your 
family? If so, you are invited to Play with Parenting 
with Grace (PwG) this winter! Join us on Zoom on 
the dates below for fun, family activities. Our hope 
is for these gatherings to foster fellowship among 
parents and families as well as provide something to 
put on the calendar and look forward to during the 
long days. We hope you'll save these dates!

Join us for a cooking class on Sunday, January 24, at 
3 p.m.! Together with our families, we'll gather in our 
kitchens to cook up some tasty and nutritious food 
for the new year!

Bring on the games on Sunday, February 21, at 3 
p.m.! PwG is planning some exciting games we can all 
do together over Zoom. 

Grab the scissors and glue on Sunday, March 28, at 
3 p.m. !  We'll get together for a Lenten-themed craft.

Look for details in Grace emails coming soon on 
how to register for the January event. We hope you'll 
also follow us on Facebook at "Parenting with Grace 
Group."  We can't wait to have some fun with your 
families this winter.  Contact Stefanie Abderhalden 
(stefanie.abderhalden@gmail.com) with any 
questions.

Play with 
Parenting with Grace

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/UMW-Zoom
mailto:ppepiot%40gmail.com?subject=UMW%20Gathering%20December
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Bonhoeffer%20Book%20Study
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https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/DiverseBookChallengePDF.pdf
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https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/CopyofAFFGSlideJanuarySlide.pdf
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation%20Zoom
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation%20Zoom
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Grace Church Foundation 
2020 Ministry Support

The Grace Church Foundation is grateful for those who have given, continue to give and who have included the Foundation 
in their wills, trusts or other financial instruments.  Your gifts are being used to support the church’s mission, ministries and 
beautiful building and grounds.

2020 was an incredibly challenging year for everyone including the church.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Grace’s in-
person services and gatherings were basically eliminated.  But the lower activity in the building allowed for the completion 
of many projects that might otherwise not have been done. 

One of these projects was the replacement of concrete sidewalks at the entrances. These types of projects are not included 
in the church’s annual budget.  The Foundation was able to use the William Crowder and the Paul Myatt-Janet Meiley 
memorials to complete this project.  

Memorial funds are held by the Foundation and used to support the church’s ministries and other non-budgeted needs.  
Families may designate the use of their loved one’s memorial gifts.  In 2020, the earnings from the memorial funds were 
used for electronic equipment to support the new “on-line” services and programs necessitated by the COVID restrictions. 

The Lighthouse heating and air conditioning unit stopped functioning and needed to be replaced.  The Lighthouse 
Endowment provided the funding for a new furnace and air conditioner.  The Lighthouse Endowment was established by 
Don Landgraf in memory of Linda Landgraf.  Others have also generously contributed to this fund including the Lorraine 
& Lloyd Glidden Foundation.  This endowment is a tremendous resource for the Lighthouse and the youth ministry.

The church’s handbells needed maintenance so half were refurbished in 2020 and the other half will be done next year.  A 
music endowment established by David and Candyce Krumwiede was used for this project.  This fund has been used over 
the years for the special needs of the music ministry.

The Fox Valley Habitat for Humanity has a program called FaithBuild which addresses our community's need for affordable 
housing.  Over 20 local churches come together to build a house for a family in need.  Grace Church takes a major role in 
the planning and actual building of the home.  In addition to the planning and boots on the ground, the church makes a 
financial commitment through the Foundation’s Kline Christian Initiative Endowment.  This endowment was established 
through a bequest from Dorothy Kline. We are fortunate to be able to use the income from this endowment to support 
Christian initiatives not funded by the annual budget.  

The Foundation provides continued resources to Grace Church because of our many donors. These donors looked to the 
future of Grace Church and included the Foundation in their wills or made outright gifts.  

If you would like additional information or wish to discuss, confidentially, the best way for you to make a gift, please feel 
free to contact me (soats@sbcglobal.net), or Pastors Cindy Marino (cindy.marino@peopleofgrace.org), Daniel Cochran 
(daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org), or Mark Himel (mark.himel@peopleofgrace.org).

If you have already named the Grace Foundation in your financial planning, please let the Foundation know by contacting 
me.  We would like to thank you!

Foundation Board Members: Scott Oats, President and Secretary; Jo Ellen Bender, Vice President; Peggy Nasti, Treasurer; Ron 
Laub; Gina Gramarosso; John Abe and Scott Skooglund.

By: Scott Oats, President, Grace Church Foundation

Grace Community Builders Groups 2021

Great news! Grace Community Builders (GCB) Groups are being set up to begin on Sunday, January 10.

Grace Community Builders (GCB) are a means to build a stronger sense of community within our church. This powerful 
idea is based on the concept of expanding the personal networks of participants. Each network grows as a result of 
the strong personal relationships that are developed. The greater sense of community derives from the deep, multiple 
connections each Community Builder has within the church.  Thus far, 120 individuals have participated in 46 groups. 

Here are some recent comments from participants:

Jan Smucker said, “GCB is a fantastic program that offers our members the opportunity to connect with fellow parishioners 
on a deeper and more personal level. At this time of isolation, it was great to have the chance to safely socialize and make 
meaningful connections.”

Mike Craig elaborated, “Having participated in several GCB Groups, I had the opportunity to meet people of Grace in a 
personal and rewarding way. I would highly recommend that all people of Grace participate in at least one GCB Group.”

Each (GCB) Group is comprised of six people. Each Community Builder will spend approximately one hour a week with 
one of the other participants in his/her Group over a period of five weeks. A pairing sheet is provided which identifies each 
Community Builder and who she or he will meet with during each of the five weeks. It includes the phone numbers and 
email addresses of the participants.

Each meeting is set up between the two people who are planning to meet within the next week. The time and place are 
totally up to each pair. Because of COVID-19, the options for meeting have changed.  Before the pandemic, most people 
found that meeting at a public place for coffee or an informal lunch or breakfast was the most efficient and relaxing place 
to meet. Now, a good alternative is our church’s Gathering Space (socially-distanced with masks) or walking around the 
church grounds. Face-to-face meetings are preferred, but FaceTime, Skype and Zoom are also good alternatives.

What is discussed at the meeting is up to the two participants. Most often the topics include a bit of personal history, when 
each person started attending services at the church and what she or he is involved in within the church. Often, people find 
they have many things in common that easily carries the conversation.

Grace Community Builders is one of the Church’s internal foundational steps that helps equip our members to understand 
one another better and to participate in the outreaches of our church to do the Lord’s work.

Contact Bill Fronk (wcfronk1@gmail.com) to sign up for a group or for more information.

Save the date! Love lift us up!
Calling all parents of babies, toddlers and pre-school 
aged children! 

Join Mrs. Chamus and Friends on Friday, February 12, from 5 p.m. - 5:45 
p.m. to celebrate how love can change the world one person at a time. 
We will hear two stories, sing together and end with some winners of fun 
prizes! Registration coming soon! 

Stay tuned for more information! Registration Coming Soon! 

mailto:soats%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Grace%20Foundation
mailto:cindy.marino%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Grace%20Foundation
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Grace%20Foundation
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mailto:wcfronk1%40gmail.com?subject=GCB%20Information


A Time Like No Other
2021 Lenten Booklet Contributions Needed!

A THANK YOU from the 
Children’s Choir Ministry

We are grateful and humbled to announce that this 
year’s Drive-Thru Noisy Offering was the largest 
one-day collection ever! The generosity, especially 
in a time of much stress and uncertainty, is simply 
overwhelming! 

The Grand Total for our collection from the Noisy 
Offering Drive-Thru on Sunday, November 22, 
and online giving was a whopping $2,388.52, with 
$1,515.52 collected in the form of coins (quarters, 
dimes, nickels, and pennies). It is amazing when God 
calls us to be faithful in the small gifts of many that 
combine to do great things! 

WE CAN “CHANGE” THE WORLD!

While we are disappointed there will not be a Mobile 
Pak in 2021, we are unwilling to take a year off because 
the global need is greater than ever. In the face of 
COVID-19, we are being called to support the 10th 
Anniversary of Feed the Need - Endeavor 2021, with 
the goal of feeding 2,021 kids. 

The NOISIEST EVER!! 

By Barb Ceruti

We are all plenty tired of hearing how 2020 has been 
“unprecedented,” “challenging,” “crazy,”…

But it really has, and it would seem a bit tone-deaf not 
to reflect upon the months we’ve seen this year as well 
as those we may see – or hope to see – in 2021 and 
beyond. 

Grace Church has published a booklet of devotions 
for the season of Lent (Ash Wednesday through Easter 
Sunday) for over 50 years. We’re planning to continue 
that tradition, especially as its longtime editor, Merrill 
Litchfield, sadly passed away this year in April.

I believe Merrill would want us to keep this time-
honored booklet alive, and I can only imagine the 
words his great mind might have penned in this year’s 
edition.

So, let’s get to brass tacks.

SUBJECT MATTER:
• This year’s booklet is entitled Reflections on a Time Like No Other. Contributors are encouraged to express 

themselves from the perspective of looking back on 2020 and/or forward to the future. But that’s just a suggestion! 
Your original contributions of any appropriate subject matter are always welcome. 

• Devotions can be in the form of original writing, poetry, photography or artwork.
• Everyone is welcome to contribute, including adults, teens and children.
• Please submit ORIGINAL contributions only, something you or someone you know personally created (with their 

permission). 
• You are encouraged, but not required, to include a prayer, Bible verse or favorite hymn.
• Please refrain from political commentary or anything that might be incendiary to readers.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
• Please email your contributions to bceruti917@gmail.com. If you do not get a confirmation of receipt from me within 

a day or so, EMAIL ME AGAIN! Please include your name as you wish it to appear in the booklet.
• Please do NOT send PDF's, as they are not editable. 
• Material to help you get started is available by clicking here to download it. 
• If you are submitting a hard copy of your devotion (meaning not through email or other electronic means), please 

drop it off at the Church Office, marked “Barb Ceruti: Lent Book.” Hard copy submissions will be returned BY 
REQUEST ONLY.   

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS FEBRUARY 5, 2021

This really has been a time like no other. Please share your devotions with us – especially now. Thank you, and God bless 
you!

By Lynn Leitzen, Director of Children Music Ministry 

Bailey Weilemann receiving change from Christopher and 
Tom Blair at the Noisy Offering Drive-Thru

The Noisy Offering will be added to already existing funds 
and Grace UMC will again be a faith partner committed to 
seeing this goal come to fruition.  

Our goal is to sponsor 50 kids!! Every dollar raised will go 
directly to FMSC to feed kids – there are no expenses or 
administrative fees taken out by Feed the Need.

Donations can still be made to the Noisy Offering by 
clicking here and selecting "Noisy Offering" in the drop-
down menu. 

Our thanks to the cheerful volunteers who helped make 
the Drive-Thru Collection possible: the Schnute family, the 
Weilemann family, and Sherri Nagy (who also donated the 
many signs). 
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