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Christmas is behind us. The gifts 
have been unwrapped and put away, 
or in some cases, returned. But there 
are other gifts that we have yet to 
open! These are the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit that Jesus promised to send, so 
that God’s people can do God’s work. 
And I think we can all agree there’s 
plenty of work to do! Let’s begin 
this new decade at Grace with a new 
awareness of how God is calling 
each of us to be the hands and feet 
of Christ in this crazy and conflicted 
culture. Developing a Spiritual-Gifts-
based ministry will help us do just 
that. 

A Spiritual Gifts-based church is 
one that helps its members discover, 
embrace and use their God-given 
gifts in service to each other, to 
the church and to the community. 
This is the first step in connecting 
people in the body of Christ. Getting 
involved by using your gifts is an 
act of love for and devotion to 
Christ and facilitates the journey of 
moving from where you are to where 
God wants you to be. More than 
volunteering, it’s an act of love.

At first glance, this Gifts-based 
ministry sounds simple enough. But 
many people walk into a church with 
a consumer mind-set and it’s not easy 
to move from consumer to servant. 
Yet that is exactly the transformation 
that will provide the greatest joy and 
maturity in faith. It is in serving that 
we find our place, our purpose and 
our passion and our love for God and 
others.

We have a great deal of work ahead 
to fully develop a system at Grace 
that will honor each person’s Spiritual 
Gifts and present the serving 
opportunities in a way that makes 
them accessible and easy to manage 
and engage. We have a list of tasks to 
accomplish!

1. Write “job” descriptions for all 
our current ministries, including 
the time and resources required.

2. Collect the descriptions into a 
"ministry opportunity" booklet 
that will be available at the 
Connection Center.

3. The Lay Development Team 
(LDT) will continue to offer the 
“Blue Cards” to invite people 
to choose an area of serving 
that interests them. LDT 
members personally contact 
each person who returns a card 
to discuss their interests and the 

opportunities. LDT members will 
be trained to help discern gifts for 
ministry.

4. Grace Connect (the member 
database) needs a “Champion” who 
can use the system to its capacity 
to administrate the welcoming and 
connection process, insuring that 
everyone is offered opportunities as 
they desire.

5. Offer Spiritual Gift classes.
 
If you find yourself intrigued by any 
of the above and are looking for a 
new adventure in this new decade,
please email Pastor Cindy at 
(cindy.marino@peopleofgrace.org). 

The worlds needs us to use our time, 
our gifts, our resources as God has 
designed in order to live out the hope, 
peace, love and joy we’ve celebrated this 
Christmas!

By Rev. Cindy Marino

Lenten Devotional 2020
How many times do we try to coax God to grant our “wish list,” 
rather than let Him teach us His? How can we ask for and accept 
His wisdom in a world that centers upon, and celebrates, our own 
desires? 

God is still God, our Creator. “I AM who I AM,” He said. Not, 
“I will be who you want me to be.” Can we seek God as He is, 
not as we wish He’d be?

“An Inconvenient God” is the theme for our 2020 Lenten booklet of 
devotions. We are looking for contributions to this booklet that has 
been a Grace tradition for over 50 years. Submissions can be written 
devotions, poems, original artwork or photographs. 

There is a brochure at the Connection Desk (in the Gathering Space) 
that offers further guidance, but please keep in mind that devotions are not required to follow this theme. Any subject free 
of political bias or inappropriate content is acceptable.

Submission Guidelines

Please submit your devotion to Barb Ceruti (bceruti917@gmail.com) no later than Saturday, January 25. Please limit 
written devotions to 300 words and do not send in PDF format. If you are submitting art or photos in hard form (in 
person, not via email), please limit to 5.5” x 8” in size. Contact Barb Ceruti to arrange drop off/pick up of your material. 
If sending art or photos electronically, please send in JPEG or PNG format. Please, no more than two contributions per 
person. Thank you.



Over 50 Fellowship Parenting with Grace Events
Resilience, Self-Esteem, and Stress
Parenting with Grace 
is pleased to welcome 
Dr. Patricia Schacht, 
Associate Professor of 
Psychology at North 
Central College, on 
Sunday, January 12, 
from 4 p.m. -6 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall 
for a conversation on 
“Resilience, Self-Esteem, 
and Stress.” 

Dr. Schacht specializes 
in Child and Adolescent 
Development, and will 
speak about the essential 
topics of how caregivers 
may help children develop resilience and self-esteem, as well 
as how stress impacts children’s coping skills. 

RSVP to attend this event (peopleofgrace.org/parenting). 
Childcare will be provided for 6 weeks old through 5th grade. 

We hope to see you for this important conversation! Contact 
Stefanie Abderhalden (stefanieabderhalden@gmail.com) for 
more information. 

CPR/First Aid Certification Event
Join us for a CPR/First Aid 
Training Certificate Class on 
Saturday, January 18, from 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall. 

This is a great opportunity 
to take a CPR/First Aid 
certification course presented 
by Edward Atkinson, an 
Instructor and Course 
Director from cprclass. com. 

The class cost is $50 
per person. Register at 
peopleofgrace.org/cpr. 
Childcare is available for 
children 6 weeks to 4 years old in the Nursery. 

Contact Stefanie Abderhalden (stefanieabderhalden@gmail.
com) for more information. 

Parent's Day Out 2020-2021
Parent’s Day Out is a childcare program for children 
ages 1-4 years old and is part of the Children’s 
Ministries at Grace Church. The program operates from 
9 a.m.-1p.m., Monday-Thursday during the school year. 
Children may be registered to attend one to two days 
per week depending on their age and availability. 

2020-2021 Registration dates: 

• Sunday, January 12, for Grace UMC Families, 8:45 
a.m. - 10:45 a.m. at the Welcome Desk

• Monday, January 13, and Tuesday, January 14, for 
Grace UMC Families, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the Parent’s 
Day Out Office 

• Wednesday, January 15, for Current Families, 
Alternates, and Alumni at 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall

• Wednesday, January 15, for Community Families at 
10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

Contact the Parent’s Day Out Office at (630) 355-6146 
or by email (graceparentsdayout@peopleofgrace.org) 
for more information.

Edward Atkinson, 
an Instructor and Course 

Director, cprclass.com

Dr. Patricia Schacht, Associate 
Professor of Psychology at 

North Central College

Upper Parking Lots Closed 
After Christmas

Ever mindful of the tight church operating budget, 
Trustees are closing off the uppermost parking lot 
after Christmas to save money on plowing and salting. 
Please park in the remaining open lots during this 
period.

Sunday, January 5: All-Church 
Adult Faith Formation!

Join us for a time of fellowship and food on Thursday, 
January 9, at noon in Fellowship Hall. 

Bob Snyder will present a light-hearted discussion on 
the thrills, struggles, and problem-solving requirements 
of “unattached” bicycle touring. Bob and Karen have 
toured much of the Northern United States and Canada 
for over 25 years. We will start with lunch, then our 
program will begin promptly at 1 p.m. 

Sign up at the Connection Desk in the Gathering Space 
by Monday, January 6, at noon. The lunch will cost $10 
in cash, payable at the door. Contact Martha Sanders 
(bmarzink@sbcglobal.net) for more information.

Bob and Karen Snyder

God has given each of us gifts. Identifying these gifts 
and discerning how best to use them in the name of 
Christ takes work! 

Pastor Daniel cordially invites you to join the family 
and friends of Grace on Sunday, January 5, at 9:15 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall for a seasonally-appropriate 
presentation and conversation on gifts and giving. 

Together we will discern the different gifts that we, 
like the magi, can bring to the manger of Jesus. 
"Approaching the Manger" will be a church-wide 
presentation (with some art, of course!) with 
focused small-group breakout conversations about 
identifying our individual gifts, talents, and passions 
and discerning how we might use these to build the 
Church for "the transformation of the world." The 
Protestant theologian Frederick Beuchner famously 
said that "the place God calls you to is the place where 
your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet." 

Come and participate in this time of listening and 
sharing, as we celebrate our areas of "deep gladness" 
and seek to answer God's call upon our lives to address 
"the world's deep hunger." 



Naperville District 204 says "Thank you" 
By Jill Rye, Commission on Race and Religion Member

"Christmas Memories" Program donates 
close to $4,000 to families in need! 

This Christmas season, members of Grace were 
asked by the Commission on Religion and Race 
(CORR) to try something new—provide gift 
cards for families in our school district who are 
experiencing homelessness.  

There are currently 200 homeless students in 
District 204, and our community provided 
memorable family outings for 69 children from 
preschool to high school.  

Together with the dedicated social workers and 
District 204 Community Relations Coordinator, 
Lisa Schwarz-Barry, we provided children with 
experiences like museum trips, movie outings, 
spa days, or park district classes.  There were 
also lots of restaurants, haircuts, and cards for 
gas or transportation.  The generosity of our congregation will be felt by these families not just at Christmas, but for much 
longer. 

Family outings such as these create joyful memories and strengthen family bonds during a very stressful time.  Thank 
you so much to all who participated by purchasing gift cards or with cash donations.  We look forward to continuing our 
partnership with District 204 and pray for all those who work overtime and after hours to care for those less fortunate. 
 
Please keep an eye out for CORR’s next event – a Passover Seder on Wednesday, March 11, 2020-- led by Bernie 
Newman of Congregation Beth Shalom.

Interested in being involved in the Commission on Race and Religion? Contact Jill Rye (jill.rye@peopleofgrace.org) for 
more information. 

Sister's Night Class

Sisters will reconvene on Wednesday, January 29, 2020, 
at 7 p.m. in the Fireside Room. This class will be studying 
He Speaks to Me: Preparing to Hear from God by Priscilla 
Shirer.  

This 7-week study focuses on a deeper understanding of 
the Holy Spirit and is based on the life of Samuel. It speaks 
directly to the need to develop a richer prayer life and a 
deeper, more intimate relationship with God. 

The cost of the book is $15. Books will be on sale 
beginning the second week in January on Sundays between 
the services at the Welcome Desk. 

Contact Sandy Bray (braysnap@aol.com) for more 
information. 

Kitchen Renovations
The kitchen is 99% complete with the balance to be 
finished in the next few weeks. This project is being 
accomplished due to the thoughtfulness of one of our 
congregation members who donated all of the money 
for this specific project. No funds from the operating 
budget were used to renovate the Kitchen. 

Also, we should thank the Kitchen Renovation Team, 
who has spent hours selecting all of the items for this 
project as well as sorting and cleaning existing items 
within the Kitchen. 

The team consists of Jan Park, Linda Bodine, Joan 
Meador, Alice Mann, Erma Bryan and Ron Laub. We 
should all thank them for their efforts. 

Hesed House Scarves
For Grace’s night at Hesed House in October, Margaret and Bob Schmitt 
took almost 80 scarves that Margaret Harrison hand knitted. The men and 
women at Hesed House were invited to choose a scarf. 

Margaret is still busy knitting and has made another three dozen that she 
has put into a donation box at Sunrise Assisted Living Home on Chicago 
Avenue.

When Kayda, the Activities Director at Sunrise, found out what Margaret 
was busy doing, she had the idea for Sunrise to collect coats, scarves, hats, 
gloves and socks that will be donated to Hesed House in December in 
honor of Margaret. 

Margaret also surprised Kayda, who welcomed her first baby in October, 
with a blanket for her little baby boy. Margaret thoroughly enjoys helping 
people and this has been a great way for her to continue doing so.

Side X Side 2020

Side x Side will be here 
before we know it.  All who 
will have completed 8th 
grade by June 1 are invited 
and encouraged to attend 
an information session on 
Sunday, February 23, 2020, 
at noon in room 234.  

New this year, this first 
meeting will provide 
information for Side x Side ONLY (Hope @ Home will 
meet at a later date), and will serve as the Reveal.  You 
don't want to miss it!

Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@
peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

The Grace Youth Ministry 
invites you to help tackle 
hunger on Sunday, 
February 2!  

All are invited to come 
dressed in your favorite 
team jersey that morning 
(any team, any sport, homemade, purchased--all are 
acceptable)!  

A special collection will be taken following each worship 
service and will be donated to Loaves & Fishes in 
Naperville.  Together we can make a difference.

Souper Bowl of Caring

The One Year Book of 
Amazing Stories: 365 
Days of Seeing God’s 
Hand in Unlikely Places 

by Robert Petterson. 

Would you believe: 
James Earl Jones, the 
voice of Darth Vader, 
grew up mute and 
Michael Jordan was cut 
from his high school 
basketball team?? 
Life takes the strangest sharp turns and sometimes 
U-turns. Robert Petterson, a popular speaker, 
storyteller and author, has been a student for his entire 
life of what God is teaching us through those real-life 
U-turns. 

In this book, he compiles 365 amazing stories that 
teach lessons you won’t easily forget. Each 1 ½ 
page entry is written in the “rest-of-the-story” style 
popularized by Paul Harvey. With these stories, you 
will marvel at how God has used the lives of these 
ordinary people to change the course of human 
history. Each story teaches a moral lesson and is 
followed by a related Bible verse. 

Visit the Grace Library at peopleofgrace.org/library or 
in room 223 to "grow in the knowledge of your faith."

Book Review

By Treva Brashears

Homemade "Thank You" cookies from Lisa Schwarz-Barry, 
District 204 Community Relations Coordinator for Grace UMC.



Happy and Blessed New Year Grace!!
By Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children’s Faith Formation

What a joy it is to open our eyes to the dawn of a new day, 
month and year!  Welcome to the first day of the rest of your 
life!  What are you going to do with it?  Who will you take 
along for the ride?  Who do you need to start afresh with?  
What goals have you set before you?  How will you grow 
deeper in relationship with God, Grace Church, family, 
friends and those in your community?  These decisions have 
so much potential because we all have a chance to hit the 
reset button and create a new normal for ourselves.  It does 
not matter who you were, where you have been or what you 
were doing, today it’s all about who you will be, where you 
plan to go and what you plan to do.  Let’s move forward in 
Christ together.

In order to appreciate where we are going, we must stop 
and first give God thanks for where we have been and how 
he has kept us along the way.  I will share a bit about the 
Children’s Faith Formation journey in 2019.  

As the year began we, were blessed to have the support of 
an amazing Trustee group that helped us navigate through 
relocation and the remodel of the Children’s Area as a result 
of the Glenna Holloway gift.  It happened so quickly but 
required lots of heavy lifting and I could not have done it 
without the leadership of those on that team. They were and 
still are a huge inspiration.  

We were able to welcome new families into our ministry 
and church.  We thank God for every one of them!  Our 
staff members were CPR/AED/First Aid certified, and we 
held multiple events that brought families and children 
together. Working with wonderful members of Grace we 
hosted and led the Created by God weekend, Caregiver and 
Me Valentine’s Fellowship, Holy Wednesday Resurrection 
Garden and dinner night, Touch A Truck, Indian Prairie 
School backpack collection, Vacation Bible School, UMW 
sponsored VBS Family Night, Kane County Cougars Faith 
Night Out, provided a craft table for Fall Festival, Advent 
Wreath making and hosted Kid’s Night Out.

We also led mission projects supporting Bridge 
Communities and Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry, 
Community Garden through VBS, Loaves and Fishes 
birthday bag program, Heifer International, Hesed House 
medicine cabinet and cards of encouragement and relief 
response to the Bahamas through the Sunday School 
classes.  As a church, we believe in putting faith into action!  

With the support of MANY members and friends of 
Grace, I was able to go and provide relief support to those 
affected by Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas and I will 

forever thank God for those that encouraged me and that 
continue to encourage me in these efforts.  

We changed schedules mid-year and I am thankful for 
everyone’s patience as we continue to navigate through 
this process.  It is not perfect, and I do not think God is 
expecting that, but what we are praying for is for every 
person and family at Grace to find that time when they 
can form their faith the way that they feel comfortable and 
find a place to worship God wholeheartedly.  

Our Sunday School attendance fluctuates from week to 
week and we thank our Nursery Team and the faithful 
Sunday School volunteers.  We always welcome those who 
are interested in being a part of this important ministry of 
passing God’s word on to the next generation.  

In Matthew 28 we are all called to do just that with the 
reminder that God will be with us to the end of the age! 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 New International Version (NIV)

The Great Commission

16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”

Just reading the above paragraphs makes me take a 
deep breath and thank God for his grace and mercy.  He 
was with us every step of the way in 2019 and he will 
continue to be with us!  All we need to do is acknowledge 
his presence in our lives, families, church and in our 
ministries and humbly invite him to guide us along the 
way.  We are here because he has called us for a time such 
as this.  

As we journey through 2020, my prayer is that:

1. We remember that we are called to be the church and 
reflect the Levitical calling to care for the church that we 
love.

2. Every child will grow in their faith and know in their 
heart that Christ is Lord.

(continued on next page)

3.  Every family grows in faith together and strengthens 
their commitment to learning and hearing God’s word on 
a regular basis.

4. We have a strengthened intergenerational experience as 
a church family.

5. We will be the hands, feet and heart of Jesus to the 
world, which is hurting for all kinds of ills.

6. We never forget that God is watching over us, walking 
with us and expecting us to do His will!

We are thankful for each and every one who has been a 
part of the life of this church.  We also celebrate the saints 
that are now with our Lord and Savior.  May their lives 
and legacies continue to guide us and show us the way 
that leads to Christ!  

In closing, I remember Philippians 1:3
 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. (NIV)  

Have a blessed New Year!

Save the Date! 
Stay tuned 

for upcoming activities 
in the Grace in Mission 

and Grace Notes! 

July 13-17, 2020:  
Vacation Bible School

Save the Date! CIN Sunday

United Methodist Women
will hold their annual CIN
Sunday fundraiser on 
Sunday, February 9, outside 
of the Activity Center. 

The scent of delicious,
freshly-baked cinnamon
rolls will waft through the
air all morning. 

All proceeds from the sale of the rolls will support our 
Youth Summer Mission Program. 

In 2019, CIN Sunday raised $1,586.00 for Youth 
Summer Missions. Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@
gmail.com) for more information.

United Methodist Women Meeting 

Created by God

All 5th and 6th graders are invited for a course that 
emphasizes having a relationship with God and having 
respect for self which includes protecting and caring for 
your body. 

It is truly a weekend of healthy fun that will leave a positive 
impact for a lifetime. 

Created by God Weekend will be held on January 24-26 at 
Grace UMC.  Register at peopleofgrace.org/created-by-god. 
The deadline to register is Monday, January 20. 

Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@
peopleofgrace.org) for more information. 

United Methodist 
Women will hold 
their general
meeting on 
Tuesday, January 21, 
at 9 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. 

This meeting 
will serve as a combined circle meeting containing 
important UMW updates, pledge service and fellowship. 
Ruth Circle will be the hostess for the breakfast. 

All women are welcome to attend. Contact Phyllis 
Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail.com) for information.

End-of-Year Giving Statement 2019

End-of-year giving 
statements will be sent 
electronically this year 
and will be sent no later 
than Friday, January 31.

If you wish to receive
a paper copy, please 
email (jill.hruska@peopleofgrace.org) or sign up at the 
Connection Desk no later than Sunday, January 26.


