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What We 
Should Know 
About Islam 
and ISIS 
By Barb Ceruti 
 

In our current culture of 
fear, vitriol and, very often, 
ignorance about Islam, there 
is a tendency to lump all 
things Muslim into one nefar-
ious heap.  On Sundays,  
January 17 and January 
24, the president of the Is-
lamic Center of Naperville, 
Aadil Farid, will speak to our 
adult, junior and senior high 
Sunday school classes about 
the  
basics of Islam (on January  
17) and the Islamic State of 
al-Sham (ISIS) on January 27.  
What does the zealous 
group want, and how can 
they be stopped?  As an  
article by Graeme Wood in 
The Atlantic stated, “The  
Islamic State is no mere col-
lection of psychopaths.  It is 
a religious group with care-
fully considered beliefs, 
among them that it is a key 
agent of the coming apoca-
lypse.”  What does that 
mean and, closer to home, 
what does that mean for the 
U.S.? 
 

All are welcome to these 
important lectures, including 
time for Q&A.  An under-
standing of Islam in general, 
and radical Islam in particu-

lar, has never been more 
important than it is now,  
as ISIS gains ground  

and a new American presi-
dent will be elected this 
year.   

Aadil Farid (second from left), president of the Islamic Center of Naperville, will speak to Grace 
Sunday School classes about the basics of Islam on January 17 and ISIS and current events on 
January 24.  All from Grace and the community are welcome to attend these discussions. 

“We need to get acquainted with the 
Islamic State’s intellectual genealogy if we 
are to react in a way that will not 
strengthen it, but instead help it self-
immolate in its own excessive zeal.”  

  —Graeme Wood, The Atlan c 

JANUARY 17 & 24 9:30AM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

AADIL	FARID PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAMIC CENTER OF NAPERVILLE  ALL ARE  WELCOME,  INCLUDING THE COMMUNITY 

Watch for Christmas photos in February Grace Notes! 
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On December 15, the Grace Church Council voted to use the home that Glenna Holloway left to the 
church as a second parsonage.  For a church our size in a community like Naperville, it is important 
for us to have a second parsonage.  It allows the pastor to not only live near church, but also to live 
in our community. Living only a couple of miles away from the church means that I will be able to 
build relationships with those in our community who also live near the church. And an added benefit 
for a mom of small children means that I can easily get home to spend some time with Hannah and Haylee on days that 
require me to be at church for long periods of time. We are looking forward to beginning the new year in this beautiful 

new home. Thank you to Don Niswonger and Carol Findon for all of their 
hard work with a contractor to update this home. This home is an amazing 
blessing that Glenna has given to Grace. I hope many of you will come to 
visit once we are settled.  Happy New Year! 
 

Here’s a picture of Hannah and Haylee (nine months) standing with a 
Christmas tree with ornaments made by their great-grandma.  
  

    Blessings,  

January 2016 

Grace Vision Team Shares Key Themes for Growth 
From John Bodine and the Grace Vision Team 

New Year, New Home!    By Pastor Tammy Scott 

In August 2015, a Visions Team was 
formed at the request of Pastor Cindy 
and with the approval of Church 
Council to follow up on opportunities 
and issues raised in our 2014 Grace 
member survey. This survey was  
originally conducted to discern the 
needs and aspirations of our Grace 
community in anticipation of the selec-
tion of our new pastor.  Pastor Cindy 
worked with Vision Team co-leaders 
Bob Plummer and Jim Nelson to set up  
five teams to examine survey results.  
 

The teams worked through the fall of 
2015 reviewing survey results, touch-
ing base with Grace members and  
staff, and assessing opportunities for 
addressing concerns and making im-
provements at Grace. The goal was  
to prepare recommendations by year’s 
end for review by Church Council and 
church staff and subsequent commit-
ment and action planning. The reports 
of each team are summarized here. 
We hope they will serve to stimulate  
dialogue amongst Grace members and 
lead to action planning for improve-
ment within the Grace community. 
Several key themes have emerged 

from this work that cross over 
amongst the teams. Many improve-
ment opportunities relate to unbur-
dening staff and volunteers of ineffi-
cient systems and processes that are 
impediments to work efficiency. Also 
recognized is the need for strategic 
prioritization of programs that allow 
staff and financial resources to be fo-
cused on the most critical objectives. 
We anticipate that these areas of em-
phasis will prove critical to a resur-
gence of Grace UMC vitality and im-
pact on our community: 
 

 Establish a “World Class” Children’s 
Sunday School program in order to 
attract new members and young 
families. 

 Implement a new “Member Data 
System” for tracking the full breadth 
of Grace activities, streamlining 
communications, and empowering 
members to leverage their talents. 

 Reach out and maintain regular con-
tact with existing members. 

 Implement a “New Member Engage-
ment Plan” to assimilate new mem-
bers into the Grace community. 

 Develop and implement a compre-

hensive “Digital Communications 
Plan.” 

 Ensure that staff responsibilities and 
accountabilities are defined and 
clearly communicated to allow focus 
and avoid overloading.  Ensure that 
they include attention to “Care, 
Training, and Equipping” of volun-
teers to optimize engagement of 
laity. 

 

We plan to follow up on these reports 
in a Visions Team/Church Council/ 
Staff workshop in early 2016, with a 
goal of developing consensus on im-
provement opportunities, defining ac-
tion plans, and beginning the transfor-
mation process. We will also plan 
communications and feedback oppor-
tunities about these reports to Grace 
members and staff to aid in refining the 
understanding of issues and concerns 
and to best clarify and prioritize op-
portunities for improvement. 
 

If you would like full reports from each 
team, please contact John Bodine at  
jbodine519@gmail.com.  Many thanks to 
all of our Vision Team members!  Your 
time and efforts are appreciated! 
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Fare Thee Well, My Dear 
Friends  From Barb Ceruti, Communications Director 
In an unintentional nod to our Lenten theme this year of 
“See, I Am Doing a New Thing,” I, too, will be doing a new 
thing by stepping down from the Grace staff at the end of 
this month.  March 13, 2016, would mark my ninth anniver-
sary as communications director, and I feel the time has 
come to explore new things. 
 

Before I get to those things, it’s important to let you know 
that they do not include membership at a new church. 
Grace is my family’s church home, and it will remain so for 
many years to come, Lord willing.  I will also remain a mem-
ber of our music ministry and perhaps discover other areas 
of involvement at Grace. 
 

As some of you may know, writing is my passion, and I feel 
that now is the time to devote my work time primarily to 
freelance writing.  Who knows, I may even tackle that 
screenplay I’ve had in my head for the past few years or  
that novel I’ve been dreaming of since I was a young girl!   
 

Perhaps it is ironic that words elude me when I try to  
express how much the Grace staff, pastors, lay leaders, 
committee and congregation members have meant to me 
over these past nine years.  I will sincerely miss our regular 
connections, whether in person, on the phone, via e-mail or 
Facebook.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge Phyllis Pepiot and Sharon Ferguson.  
Without their guidance and patience, I would never have 
gotten off the ground!  Lynn Leitzen and Gaye Lynn Loufek 
have become my close friends, whose care and tutelage of 
our youth and children is clearly genuine and deeply impact-
ful.  The same can be said of Margaret Harrison.   
 

Heartfelt thanks to Dick Trondsen for the countless  
beautiful photos he has taken over the years and also to 

Ron Wills for his photographic con-
tributions.  Chris Weilemann and 
Pastor Matthew Johnson encouraged 
me to jump off the worn ledge of an 
outmoded website into brave new 
cyber territory.  Bob Schmitt untan-
gled my multiple technological snags, 
and John Bodine, Ron Laub and Ste-
ve Peters should wear “Lay Person of the Year” on their 
chests at all times.  Pam Riley willingly extended her tender 
care to me and others, and Pastor Bill Bryan will take his 
place in God’s eternal kingdom as the finest of Christian 
men (and he’s darn funny, too!).   
 

Paul Grysh offered his accessible, salt-of-the-earth rapport 
and also taught two of my three sons the value of a clean 
floor!  Dan Wagner’s versatile talents as a musician, conduc-
tor, and vocalist never cease to amaze and inspire me.  This 
year’s “Gift of Love “ concert (from which I just returned) 
was a magnificent example of Dan’s immense gifts.  Pastor 
Bob Atkins’ legacy is still being felt at Grace, most acutely 
when something tricky needs to be fixed—and fast!—and 
Pastor Lisa Telomen gave me not only chocolate, but a real 
live example of humanitarianism in the way of Jesus.  Pastor 
Don Niswonger challenged my theology in ways that were  
daunting at first, but ultimately freeing, and Pastors Cindy 
and Tammy have proven that women deserve their rightful 
place in the pulpit (and many other areas of the church!).   
 

As for Bob Poland, the man who hired me, I told him once 
(and worried he’d be offended), that he is like a father to 
me, in addition to everything he was as a mentor, leader and 
friend.  He said he was not offended; he was honored… 
as I am to have been in your service.   
 

In the coming weeks, Staff Parish will meet to engage in conver-
sation about filling the communications director position. If you 
have any questions or suggestions, please contact Pastor Cindy, 
Pastor Tammy, or Robin Schmuckal, Staff-Parish Chair. 

 

Noisy Offering Changes Lives! 
Over $1,200 in change was collected on November 22 
to fund our children’s choirs’ participation in the 2016 
“Feed the Need” MobilePack!  Together, we can change 
the world!  For more information about “Feed the 
Need,” visit feedtheneednaperville.org. 

Healing Worship Services 
January 9 and 10 and January 23 
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I wanted to thank everyone who participated in the “40 
Days of Hope” online community. You signed up, shared, 
and talked about your faith with friends because of it. I’m 
humbled by the level of participation. Special thanks to  
Sarah Borton, who volunteered a great deal of time, and to 
Ginny Lacy and Jim and Carol Nelson, whose financial gifts 
seeded it all. 
 

It was the first time Portico Collective had tried something 
like this, and it was a great success. Nearly 10,000 people a 
day were seeing the messages and photographs, and more 
than 3,000 individuals clicked, commented and shared their 
own thoughts during the 40 days. We even met (and ex-
ceeded!) our fundraising goal for “charity: water.” The 
numbers were great for something new like this… 
far greater than I imagined seeing.  
 

But the greatest thing may be some of the feedback I’ve 
gotten:  
 

“Thank you so much for the 40 
Days of Hope. Christmas has been 
a strenuous season in my life ever 
since my parents split up. I haven’t 
been doing stuff every day, but it 
has made a huge difference in how 
I observe the holiday. It has 
changed me.” Molly 

“Thought you should know how 
great these e-mails and links have 
been for my faith. My dad is sick, 
and I have really been struggling. 
You’ve been the constant through all 
of it.” Bob 
 

“Is it wrong for me to not want 
Christmas to come this year? I want 
hope to keep going.” Gwen 
 

From the beginning, the mission of the Portico Collective 
new-faith community initiative has been to engage in mean-
ingful conversations about faith and create healthier lives, 
relationships, and neighborhoods. For a year, I’ve won-
dered if that is too ambitious of a mission. But after 40 days 
of intentionality, I’d say it is possible. I saw meaningful con-
versations happening on Facebook because of the photos. 
Molly, Bob, and Gwen are healthier today than they were 
before this all started. And a whole neighborhood of peo-
ple is going to get clean, fresh water thanks to some gener-
ous gifts. 
 

The next 40 Days—Joy—begins on January 5. I’m looking 
forward to more transformation occurring. 
 

 

40 Days of Overwhelming Hope By Pastor Matthew Johnson 

 

Dec. 2 “Celebrate 
the Season”  
Celebrates 10th 
Year!  Grateful 
thanks to all of our  
table hostesses, 
Chamber Singers, 
men servers,  
Pastors Cindy and 
Tammy, and our 
steering committee 
for another great 
women’s Advent  
celebration!  
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All God’s Creatures  
Great and Small 

              Our People 
  Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Jerry Andrews, colleague of Rick Loufek 
Douglas Bunker, Sr., husband of Nancy Bunker and  
devoted Chancel Choir member 
Kurt Karren, uncle of Annette Ludovice 
Herb Rohloff, friend of Gary Reese 
Betty Rae Smith, friend of Nancy Staton  

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Kay Novak celebrates her 95th birthday on January 7; 
please send greetings to 6803 Telluride Ct., Lisle, IL  60532 
Joyne Mann celebrates her 94th birthday on January 16; 
please send greetings to 2115 First Ave. SE, Apt. 204, Cedar 
Rapids, IA  52402                                                                                   

                                                                                      Baptisms 
Evelyn Renee Kopp, daughter of Austin and Christina 
Kopp, was baptized on November 28 
Merrin Sawyer Bell, daughter of Jeremy and Ellen Bell,  
was baptized on November 29 

                                   Welcome, New Members 
                 New members listed in bold 
 

Kim and Rob Dalaskey 
Jeff and Ashley Davis and son, Brent 
Richard Newell and Coletta Hines-Newell 
Connie Unger 
Eve Silverstein and daughters, Anne and Rachel 
 

                           Letters 
Dear Grace Church, 
 

The response from my fellow parishioners for the donation of  
costume jewelry to Tabor Hills Senior Living Community was over-
whelming.  The residents of the community and I thank you for 
your kindness.     —June McCluskey 
 

Dear Grace Family, 
 

Thank you for your generosity in preparing meals for our family 
following Vickie’s rotator cuff surgery.  The meals were all  
delicious and were most helpful and appreciated! 
    —The Wagner Family 
 

My son Ray was baptized a couple of months ago at Grace, and I 
wanted to thank the staff and the congregation for a wonderful 
experience.  In particular, please send my gratitude to Mr. Trond-
sen, who sent us some pictures of the baptism.  Thank you! 
     —Jason Wear 
 

I would like to thank the GUMC staff and members of Grace for 
their many visits, cards and prayers over the past two months. 
      —Bob Poland 
 

A few months back, this column featured Polly White’s dogs.  
Now, Polly is sharing her kitties with us, too.  Says Polly, 
“Callie is about eight years old and is named “Callie the Sec-
ond” after the first calico I had. Callie is my younger son's 
favorite animal.” Train is considered Polly’s other son's cat. 
“He named this cat not after a train, but after an anime char-
acter, since he loves anime.” 

Train 

Callie II 

The 2015 Harvest Home 
committee thanks all who 
generously donated to Green 
Harvest Food Pantry in Plain-
field and to the purchase and 
installation of a handicap door 
near Fellowship Hall.  

$500 to Green Harvest Food Pantry 
$4,760 to handicap door  
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ODM’s  Year In  
Review By Nicole Zaccaria 
And he said to them, “Go into all the world 
and proclaim the gospel to the whole crea-
tion.”  Mark 16:15  
 

2015 marked my first calendar year at 
Grace as coordinator of our Open 
Doors Ministry.  As I reflect upon what 
this role has meant to me and what I 
have witnessed, I felt compelled to 
share with the congregation, so that we 
can celebrate together! 
 

We can celebrate the joy of a church 
that remembers that people with disa-
bilities are part of God’s whole crea-
tion.  We can celebrate the many indi-
viduals who have volunteered their 
time, donated money, and provided 
other resources so that ODM can con-
tinue to grow and flourish.  But mostly, 
we can celebrate the very important 
people with special needs who bring 
their special gifts to us here at Grace. 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2015 
• Started supporting two new children 

during Sunday school, so that they 
can attend on a regular basis. 

• Offered support to children during  
Vacation Bible School, so that they 
could have the same opportunities as 
their peers. 

• Improved the structure of students’ 
plans, so as to best support the indi-
viduals involved. 

• Initiated a peer buddies program. 
• Welcomed three new adult buddies. 
• Celebrated the first ODM baptism 
• Supported the first fundraiser for 

Erin Powell’s, “Hope for All” ministry 
in Rwanda. 

• Hosted Erin Powell at a committee 
meeting. 

• Welcomed a new committee  
member. 

• Supported a student through  
confirmation. 

• Offered multiple trainings for ODM  
participants and educators through-
out the community. 

• Initiated a social program, so that 
families can strengthen their support 
of one another in various settings. 

• Conducted ODM’s first service  
project by collecting donations and 
packaging boxes for our men and 
women in the military. 

 

In order for us to continue these suc-
cesses, we are looking for more partici-
pation.  If you have a New Year’s reso-
lution to find new involvement in our 
church and you have any interest in 
becoming a committee member, an 
adult or peer buddy, please contact me 
at ODM@peopleofgrace.org  The com-
mitment can accommodate your sched-
ule and be as little as once every 4-6 
weeks during the 9:30 service.  Training 
and ongoing support are provided. 

ODM Sunday Feb. 28 
"Embracing Our  

Special Gifts" 
Celebrating...  

The special gifts of individuals 
with special needs within the 

Grace community.  

Welcoming... 
Kelly Neville, a young woman 
with Downs Syndrome who 
has started her own business, 

“Special Sparkle.”   

 
 
 
 

By Angela McCurdy 
 

I’M HAPPY FOR YOU (SORT OF... NOT REALLY):  
FINDING CONTENTMENT IN A CULTURE OF COMPARISON 
By Kay Wills Wyma      

 

An interesting thing happens when we react to someone 
else's happiness with jealousy and envy. Suddenly their hap-
piness is somehow all about us, how we measure up (or fail 
to measure up). Life, the universe, and everything is about...  
me.  Wyma suggests, with much humor, that we can step 

back from our obsessive com-
parison disorder, embrace com-
passion, and find contentment 
by repeating (and truly mean-
ing) four little words:  I'm happy 
for you.  We can rejoice togeth-
er in God's blessings, trusting 
that we are each known individ-
ually to God and that one bless-
ing does not fit all.   

 

“Comparison is the thief of 
joy.” —Theodore Roosevelt 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in 
the knowledge of your faith.” 

LAST CALL FOR LENTEN BOOK DEVOTIONS!   
Our theme is “See, I Am Doing a New Thing!”  Please visit the church office for guidelines,  

and please submit your writings, poems, art, photography to the church office or to  
Merrill Litchfield at barmerlitchfield@msn.com by December 28!  
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World Peace Day 
Interfaith Prayer 
January 3 
Our congregation is wel-
come and encouraged to 
attend a World Peace Day 
Interfaith Prayer service on 
Sunday, January 3, 2:00pm 
at Wentz Auditorium in 
downtown Naperville. This 
service will be a much need-
ed antidote to the growing 
fear, ignorance and hatred 
being spread by so many po-
litical and religious dema-
gogues, who seek to appeal 
to the worst in mankind to 
enhance their power and 
standing.  
 

Parent’s Day Out  
Registration 
Parent’s Day Out is a child-
care program for children 
ages 1-4 years old at Grace.  
The program operates from 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Monday-
Friday, during the school 
year.  Children are regis-
tered to attend one day a 
week and may indicate inter-
est in a second day (if availa-
ble) for the school year. 
REGISTRATION DATES 
FOR 2016-2017 
January 10 - GUMC  
families, 9:15-11:00am in 
the Activity Center 
January 11-12 - GUMC 
families, 9:00am-1:00pm 
in the PDO office 
January 13 - Current 
families, alternates and 
alumni at 9:15am in  
Fellowship Hall 
January 13 - Community 
families at 10:00am in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

News From UMW 
Pastor Cindy Marino will 
speak at the United Method-
ist Women’s meeting on 
Tuesday, January 19, 
9:00am in Fellowship Hall.  
This is also UMW’s annual 
pledge service.  
On January 
30, the Aurora 
District will 
hold a Leader-
ship Breakfast 
and Training 
meeting, hosted 
by Grace, to 
which everyone 
is invited.  Our 
February 2 
meeting will welcome Open 
Doors Ministry coordinator 
Nicole Zaccaria, who will 
share about this ministry’s 
service to people in our con-
gregation with children and 
youth with special needs.   
All women are welcome to 
UMW meetings!   

UMW celebrates the leader-
ship of Cathy Connor and 
JoAnn Stuart as co-
presidents.  
 

Over 50 Fellowship 
What fun!  Dick Trondsen 

will lead Over 
50 Fellowship in 
a game of 
“Sunday School 
Jeopardy:  A 
Jeopardy Game 
of Biblical Pro-
portions” on 
Thursday,  
February 11, 
12:00-2:00pm in 
Fellowship Hall.  
The afternoon 

will begin with catered lunch, 
followed by the program.  
Please reserve your spot by 
February 9 with the church 
office (630-355-1748).   
Cost for lunch is $10,  
payable at the door. 

 

Food For Common 
Pantry January 3 

Christmas is over, and may-
be we’re weary of the sea-

son of giving.  But, for some, 
hunger is year ‘round.  Please 

bring non-perishable food 
donations to church on Sun-
day, January 3, for Com-

mon Pantry, Chicago’s oldest 
operating food pantry.  

Common Pantry provides 
emergency food and person-
al items to over 1,100 indi-
viduals each month.  The 

need for its services has in-
creased greatly over the past 
few years.  Monetary dona-

tions are also most welcome; 
please give to the offering 

plates or the ceramic “Love 
Loaf” outside the Sanctuary.  
Please make checks payable 

to GUMC, noting “Love 
Loaf” on the memo line.  
Thank you for caring for 

hungry people in our midst! 
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SUN., FEBRUARY 21  4:00PM 

Downers Grove Choral Society  
“Sacred Mysteries”   
3:15pm Pre-Concert Discussion 
WED., MARCH 2  7:30PM 

The Concordia Choir, Moorhead, MN 
SAT., APRIL 2  4:00PM 

Ensemble GP Flute Duo 
SAT., APRIL 23  7:00PM 

UnBande 
SEPTEMBER 2016  
(DATE TBA) 
Alliance Brass 
 

Tickets coming soon at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 

 

Photo courtesy of Dick Trondsen, taken at the “Gift of 
Love” Christmas Benefit Concert on December 20. 


