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In God in Proof: the 
Story of a Search from 
the Ancients to the 
Internet, Nathan 
Schneider traces the 

history of logical arguments for (and against) the existence of 
God and the history of his own religious faith. From his first 
encounter with philosophy in high school, through his bap-
tism in college, and throughout his career as a journalist, 
Schneider has been seeking to prove the tenets of his faith.  
 

He writes, “The Latin root is probare, which has to do with 
testing something to see if it’s any good… as in, to prove 
oneself. Proving meant becoming, or growing.”  While ac-
knowledging that for many these proofs are beside the point, 
Schneider sees them as “more than a 
mere domain of inquiry; they represent a 
blessed community” across the centuries, 
providing a common language for a 
shared experience. They are “a way of 
knowing something about what it is we 
mean by God.”   
 

As a journalist, Schneider has met with 
several figures on both sides of current 
religious debates; the later chapters pro-

vide an excellent introduction (the notes 
for each chapter function as a bibliog-
raphy.) 
 

Reason, Faith, and Religion: Reflections on 
the God Debate is based on the Dwight 
H. Terry Lectures that Terry Eagleton 
delivered at Yale in April 2008. The Terry 
Lectures, established in 1905, are intend-
ed to consider religious belief in light of 
current scientific and philosophical thought, “to the end that 
Christian spirit may be nurtured in the fullest light of the 
world’s knowledge.”  Eagleton takes on the New Atheists 
(“reduce[d] for convenience to the single signifier 
‘Ditchkins’,” an amalgamation of Dawkins and Hitchens that 
hints at Luke 6:39) with all of the erudition one might expect 
from a noted academic and literary critic, with the added 
bonus of what is so often lacking in these discussions –  
humor and wit. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 
 

Many thanks to Angela McCurdy for the many thoughtful Grace 
Notes articles she has written over the years about the wonderful 
books found in our own Grace Library collection.   
 

Proof and Reason In the Arena of Faith  By Angela McCurdy 
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But First, a Look Back at Advent and Christmas 2014... 
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By Pastor Tammy Scott 

Pastor’s Journal        

This is the season for New Year’s resolutions.  With the change of the year, there are new  
opportunities for everything to be better.  Maybe this time things will be different.  We begin 
January with good intentions.  But, it seems, we have been here before.  The year changes; we 
don’t. 
 

Just as December is the month of greatest retail sales, January is the month for gym and health 
club memberships.  We set our goal to “do better,” to change a habit, to lose weight, to stop 

procrastinating, to become organized, and 92% of the time we fail.   
 

We fail not because we don’t have clarity on what we want to achieve, but because we don’t have clarity on the path to 
get there.  We don’t have increments on the way to our goal to celebrate the journey.  We have only an end vision of 
how things will be better, not a real plan for getting there.  We have only the “old way,” or the “old self” that we are 
fleeing.  The problem is that no matter where I go, I am still there.   
 

Times of transition in life can be hard to navigate because, while we might be able envision the desired end state, we 
don’t love the process of getting there.  It is in the process of transition that change happens, that things become differ-
ent, or I begin to see things differently.  Wandering in the desert can be its own reward, if we “let go and let God.”  
Churches change as they go through transitions.  Join us in the process of change this spring.   
 

        Grace and Peace, 

Remembering Martin Luther King, Jr.   

Ferguson United Methodist Pastor to Speak 
at Chicago MLK Day Celebration   
 

I think that this year, more than 
in recent years past, I am finding 
the events that celebrate and 
remember Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. more important and 
meaningful. Perhaps it has some-
thing to do with marrying a 
black man and expecting biracial 
twin girls in a few months. Per-
haps it has to do with all that 
has happened across the coun-
try with young black men, po-
lice, and the community and media responses. Perhaps it is 
because the messages that Dr. King, Jr. preached nearly 60 
years ago seem to be nearly as relevant today as they were 
when he originally spoke them.  
 

On January 18, at 5:00 p.m., the Northern Illinois Confer-
ence will host its Annual MLK Day Celebration at St. 
Mark’s UMC in Chicago.  Rev. F. Willis Johnson, pastor of 
Wellspring UMC in Ferguson, MO, will be the guest 
preacher. I am planning to attend this event and would be 
happy to carpool with anyone who would like to join me. 
  

Other local events commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. include the following:   
• Chicago Sinfonietta's Annual Tribute to Dr. Martin  

Luther King, Jr. on Sunday, January 18, 3:00 p.m., at 
Wentz Concert Hall (171 E. Chicago Ave. on the 

North Central College campus) 
• A prayer breakfast at North Cen-

tral College on Tuesday, January 
20, 7:00-8:00 a.m.  This event is 
free, but please reserve in the 
Grace Church office by January 12 

• Martin Luther King, Jr. Keynote 
Speaker - Dr. Cornel West on Friday, January 23, 
7:00 p.m. at Pfeiffer Hall (310 E. Benton Ave. in Naper-
ville) 

• The 27th Annual Gospel Extravaganza on Saturday, 
January 24, 7:00 p.m. at Pfeiffer Hall 

 

Here at Grace, we will also spend some time focusing on 
race concerns. On Sundays, January 18-February 1, Rev. 
Doug Bowden will present “Race Relations in America,” a 
series that adult Sunday School classes and the entire con-
gregation are welcome to attend.  On Sunday, January 25, 
I will be leading the Questors class with a presentation 
called “Courageous Conversations about Race.” 
 

Whether you take time to think about the words spoken 
by Dr. King, attend one of these events, start courageous 
conversations with friends and family, or simply pay closer 
attention to the concerns in the news, I hope that this year, 
the remembrance and celebration of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. will be both meaningful and memorable for you.  
 
Peace and blessings in this New Year, 
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UNITED  
METHODIST 
WOMEN 
United Methodist Wom-
en’s purpose is to know 
God, to experience fel-
lowship, and to expand 
concepts of mission 
through the global minis-
tries of the church. 
Grace UMW is a com-

munity of women with a 100+-year history of nurturing and 
encouraging one another to grow spiritually, educationally 
and intellectually, to be stimulated, to gain leadership experi-
ence, and to be involved in a number of ways. 
 

UMW holds a general meeting on the first Tuesday of each 
month, at which we cover UMW business, enjoy fellowship 
and studies in mission. In addition, we have five UMW Cir-
cles:  Martha-Esther, Mary, Priscilla, Ruth and Sarah. UMW 
also has a monthly Book Discussion Group, a weekly 

Quilters Group, and a monthly Craft Group.  UMW 
support missions locally, nationally and globally and holds 
three major fundraisers each year: "Cin" (Cinnamon 
Bun) Sunday early in the year, our Hamball Luncheon 
in the spring, and Mistletoe Marketplace in November. 
We also participate in local and regional opportunities, in-
cluding UMW District meetings, the UMW Northern Illinois 
Conference, Mission U, and Church Women United. Our 
time, talents and energies are used to help women and chil-
dren around the globe. Women at Grace can support UMW 
in prayer and gifts as a supportive member as well as by us-
ing their God-given talents to help our three mission pro-
jects each year.  There is also an online UMW community 
you can join at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Grace-
United-Methodist-Church-United-Methodist-
Women/310239015770941. 
 

For further information, contact Grace UMW Co-
Presidents Chamus Savazzini (919-219-6363; chamusb@ 
yahoo.com) or Cathy Connor (630-579-9417;  
catherinesconnor@yahoo.com).   

MINISTRY IN MOTION!MINISTRY IN MOTION!  

January 

Attention, North Central College  
Students:  Apply for a Grace Foundation 
Scholarship This Year! 
The Grace Church Foundation is again offering a $1,000 
scholarship for the 2015-2016 school year at North Central 
College.  These funds are available through the Foundation, 
originally due to a generous donation from Anna Stephen-
son.  The scholarship could be matched by the United Meth-
odist Higher Education Foundation as part of its Dollars for 
Scholars program and, also, by North Central College for a 
total scholarship of $3,000.   
 

If you are a current North Central College student (or plan 
to enroll for the fall semester) and a member of Grace Unit-
ed Methodist Church, you are eligible to apply for the schol-
arship.  Application forms are available at www.umhef.org.  
Your completed application, along with a cover letter de-
scribing your involvement in church and community service 

activities, plus two letters of refer-
ence, must be placed in the Grace 
Church Foundation mailbox in the 
Stephen Ministry lounge no later 
than February 19, 2015.  The 
Foundation will select a candidate 
and foreword the application with 
the $1,000 check to the UMHEF before the March 1, 2015, 
deadline.  You can contact Pastor Atkins or Merle Clewett 
at 630-585-7686 for assistance or additional information. 
 

To our greater church family, if you are looking for a way to 
serve God through establishing an endowment or a memori-
al, please consider following Anna Stephenson and others in 
providing funds for scholarships for North Central College 
students.  It would be a gift that would provide continuing 
blessings to our church, our community, and to you and 
your family.   

Update on Russia Initiative 
By Harold Workman 
One of Grace’s missions is to support 
Hope UMC in Volgograd, Russia.  As 
part of this mission, we speak via Skype 
to Rev. Vladimir Ilyukhin of Hope 
Church and Rev. Valeri Patkevitch of 
Transfiguration Church, who serves as 
translator.  We hear of their extensive 
outreach programs and their ongoing 
discussions with the local authorities.  
At our last Skype conversation, we 
heard about the impact of the Ukraini-
an conflict.  The Western sanctions, the 
price of oil, and a stagnant economy are 
having an extreme effect on everyone’s 

life.  Meat is very expensive and forcing 
vegetarian diets.  At the time of our 
Skype meeting in early December, the 
ruble’s value had fallen 30% since Janu-
ary 2014. By December 16, it had fallen 
over 50%, making all prices very high.  
No one’s salary is increased to com-
pensate for this.  While Grace is send-
ing dollars to Russia to support Rev. 
Vladimir, he is still paid the same salary 
in rubles without any adjustment for 
the currency exchange rate by the 
Methodist conference.  To compound 
matters, over 1 million refugees are 
estimated to have immigrated to Russia 
from the Ukraine regions.  Many immi-

grants are settling in the Volgograd ar-
ea.  Please take a few minutes to pray 
for our church families in Russia as they 
suffer economically. 

Transfiguration Church in Volgograd 

Celebrating 15 years 
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Wow!  Portico Collective’s 2014 Points to a Great 2015 
By Pastor Matthew Johnson 
 

Wow. Looking back on what transpired 
last year, that is almost all I can say to 
describe it. Wow. For many of the 426 
people with whom I had a face-to-face 
conversation about faith during the past 
six months, 2014 was a challenging year. 
And, judging by the most-read stories of 
the 13,441 unique individuals who visited 
the Portico Collective website during 
that time frame, it was challenging for 
them, too. Behind the big (and some-
times distant) images that happened on 
our screens, there were people—many 
from our own communities—who strug-
gled with death, violence, relationships, 
self-esteem, and purpose. But the real 
reason I say “wow” is because Portico 
Collective has become a safe place for 
many of those people to express those 
struggles and celebrate their lives with 
the blessing of God. 
 

Small Groups 
One of the ways people participated was 
in small group gatherings. These hap-
pened as book studies, meet-ups, and the 
three “Theology Pubs.” They happened 
in person or, in many cases, online via 
Google Hangouts. In total, 108 unique 
individuals carved out time for meaning-
ful conversations about faith. Groups will 
begin gathering locally and digitally again 
this month. We’ve even got another 
church in Savannah, Georgia, excited 
enough about the Portico Collective mis-
sion that they want to offer PoCo groups 
there, too. I’d love to have you join a 
group. Visit http://goo.gl/cu9Y6C to see 
what we’re offering to start 2015 and to 
register yourself. 
 

Digital Engagement 
Utilizing Portico Collective’s web portal 
and social media channels, we also had a 
number of momentary conversations 
with thousands of the nearly 28,000 peo-

ple who read something we wrote or 
watched a video we shared. I still contin-
ue to search out those on Twitter who 
are asking for prayer and have extended 
conversations about God with people all 
around the world. Many have wondered 
how they can better utilize their social 
media channels for these kinds of con-
versations, and many others have ex-
pressed a desire to understand social 
media in the first place. If you find your-
self in one of those categories (or any-
where in between), I’m offering a “Social 
Media 101” class from 1:00-2:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 24, at Grace. Contact 
me if you’d like to attend. 
 

Webcasts and Podcasts 
From the very beginning, it was intended 
that the Portico Collective website 
(http://www.porticocollective.org) 
become a church “building” of sorts.  
It didn’t take long to become just that.  
As I wrote earlier, 13,000+ people en-
tered that “building” in 2014. Seventy-six 
people have volunteered their time in it 
… more than 30 of whom have written 
the 100 stories about faith that live 
there. In December, we began telling 
stories there with audio and video via a 
webcast titled “The 30.” The three-part, 
inaugural series on peace (which you can 
still watch under the “Webcasts” tab), 
was streamed via YouTube on Wednes-
day nights to an average live viewership 
of 59 people. As of my writing this, 
they’ve been watched on-demand by an-
other 876 people. We also created three 
audio-only podcasts that have been heard 
by 189 people in the same time frame. 
That means the average “attendance” at 
Portico Collective for December was 
more than 300! Wow, again. Both the 
webcasts and podcasts will resume this 
month, and elements of each will find 
their way into the 11 a.m. Sunday wor-
ship service that I will soon be leading at 

Grace. If you’d 
like to volunteer 
your time in the 
Portico Collec-
tive “building,” 
there is plenty 
to be done. Let 
me know, and I 
will connect you.  I am excited to see 
where 2015 takes all of us in this new 
ministry.  God is working in this, and that 
is the biggest “wow” of all! 
 

 

PASTOR MATTHEW TO 
LEAD 11:00 WORSHIP 
BEGINNING JAN. 18 

Worship Series: “Bright 
Ideas” Jan. 18-Feb. 15 
Where do the best ideas come 

from?  Every time you wake up in 
the middle of the night looking for 

a pen to capture a brilliant 
thought, or stand in the shower 

contemplating a solution to a 
problem for so long that the 

water goes cold, you are tapping 
into God...the original brilliant 
thinker who conceived life, the 
universe, and everything.  After 

humanity, an integral part of that 
original innovation, lost touch 

with the Holy and itself, God had 
another bright idea:  Jesus.  In 
this series, we will examine the 

first chapter of the Gospel of 
Mark to look at ways by which 

God begins the re-creation of us 
all in Christ, be challenged to 

participate in that 
transformation, and learn how we 
can be innovative in relationships 

and neighborhoods Jesus-style. 

Mitten Tree a Success...Now, On to Socks!   
The Grace Emmaus community would like to thank the generous people who contributed warm outer 
gear to the mitten tree throughout the Christmas season.  Fifteen items were delivered to a church 
closet in St. Charles, 30 items to PADS in Wheaton, and 105 to Hesed House in Aurora.  That’s a total 
of 150 pieces to keep many fingers, toes and ears toasty warm in the coming months!  Currently, the 
Emmaus community is collecting socks for those in our area in need.  Please donate socks of any style 

or color in sizes infant through adults—new socks only, please!  There is a blue “BOX OF SOX” for your donations out-
side the Activity Center throughout the month of January.  Let’s “sock it to ‘em” with clean, warm, dry pairs of socks! 
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By John Bodine, Grace 
Building Committee 
Chair 
 

I’m happy to report that 
our HVAC project is 
progressing well. We 
have an approved per-

mit from the City of Naperville and can 
now begin the detailed scheduling of 
work. We’ll begin weekly Friday morn-
ing meetings with the contractor on 
January 9, 2015.  
 

First up will be structural re-
enforcement of the roof over the Ste-
phens Lounge area, where the new 
chiller will be located. This will begin on 
January 19, 2015, and will require the 
two offices nearest to the rest rooms 
to be emptied to avoid fire hazard from 
welding. Detailed scheduling of remain-
ing project work will be coordinated 
closely with the church office to mini-
mize conflicts and adverse impact. 
 

Progress has also been made on the 
keycard access project, which is fo-
cused on our exterior doors and will 
provide automated latches that can be 
opened and locked from the church 

office. Keycards will be issued to those 
who need them, consistent with a poli-
cy that will be prepared as the project 
progresses. This project has been prior-
itized because of interest in improving 
security and also because it integrates 
well with the control system that will 
be installed for the HVAC project. 
Once plans are approved by the Build-
ing Committee, we anticipate installa-
tion by the end of this month. 
 

Grace Trustees have been researching 
lighting improvements in alignment with 
the Building Committee’s “Replace Inef-
ficient Lighting” project, which has been 
on hold due to insufficient pledged 
funding. Lighting technology has 
changed rapidly over the last several 
years, and in many cases the newest, 
most efficient options are still quite ex-
pensive. Savings can be found, however, 
not only in reducing the electricity use 
of installed lighting, but also in reduced 
labor of changing burned out bulbs and 
lighting fixture components. Pending 
authorization by Trustees for a modest 
investment in selected test areas, inten-
tions are to: 
 

• Work toward uniform lighting  
color and illumination throughout 
Grace 

• Systematically replace obsolete 
technology (T12 fixtures) 

• Test use of very long life LED  
technology in high use areas 

• Identify highest impact upgrade  
opportunity areas that could be 
sponsored by donors 

 

Projects deferred until after the HVAC 
project is complete include: 
• Paving of the lower parking lot (est. 

$80,000) 
• Roof Replacement ($105,500) 
 

Projects on hold pending additional 
pledges or gifts to make up the 11% 
($225,000) we’re short of our Capital 
Campaign goal of $2 million include: 
• Replacing inefficient lighting 

($40,000) 
• Parsonage renovation ($20,000) 
• Outdoor electronic sign ($26,750) 
 

Any further help you can provide to 
enable these projects will move us to-
ward our goal of 100% of our Capital 
Campaign fulfilled! 
 

Projects Progressing, Projects Deferred in Grace Building Campaign 

Grace Celebrates 125 Years 
in 2015! 
From Harold Workman, Grace Church Historian 
 

This year, Grace Church will celebrate its 
125th anniversary.  The recognized start date 
was April 20, 1890, when the congregation be-
gan meeting in Scott's Hall on what is currently 
the North Central College campus.  The 
church flourished from its beginning, with many 
prominent Naperville residents as mem-
bers.  Through the years, the church has built 
three edifices.  As history has directed, it has 
had membership from four different denomina-
tions.  To remind us of our past, a recognizable 
part of us even today, a 
historical fact about Grace 
will be presented each 
Sunday.  Watch the  
Narthex TV screen for an 
interesting  tidbit of  
history each Sunday 
throughout the year. 

Children Spread Christmas Song & Cheer 
 

Caroling, caroling now we go - Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014 
Christmas bells are ringing - The Children’s Bell Ensemble and teen 
ringers, Kristen Basgall and Kristen Riedinger 
Caroling, caroling through the snow - It was a bitterly cold afternoon! 
Christmas bells are ringing 
Joyous voices sweet and clear - The Junior Singers, with a solo from 
Olivia Benson 
Sing the sad of heart to cheer - Spreading cheer to homebound Grace 
members and residents of Tabor Hill Supportive Living Community 
Ding, dong, ding, dong - A ring-along, sing-along with Tabor Hills  
residents (below right) 
Christmas bells are 
ringing! 
 
Sincere thanks to drivers 
Debbie Froelich, Robyn 
Kelsh, Sherri Nagy, Bob 
Rothe, Debbie John, 
Catherine Costello, Cher-
yl Ameiss, and pizza 
party hosts Jeri and Ken 
Blood.   
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In 1987, Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC) was incorporated as a non-
profit Christian organization commit-
ted to feeding God’s children in both 
body and spirit.  To feed the malnour-
ished, powdered meals have been for-
mulated to provide 20 crucial vitamins 
and minerals.    
 

These meals, which are  
vegetarian and culturally 
neutral, are served once 
a day to individuals in 
more than 70 coun-
tries. FMSC receives 
no government sup-
port or donated 
ingredients.  Mone-
tary donations fund 
every meal, and 92% 
of total donations is 
spent directly on 
feeding hungry chil-
dren.   
 

The life-saving meals 
are shipped to coun-
tries affected by natu-
ral disaster and to are-
as enduring economic 
despair.  FMSC believes in 
sustainability—that is, not ship-
ping meals only on a one-time basis, 
but supporting community efforts so 
that hungry people can transition from 
critical relief through rehabilitation to 
development of self-sufficiency.   
 

Meals are hand packed by youth and 
adult volunteers at FMSC sites and at 

MobilePack events. Grace Church and 
other local churches and organizations 
will gather together on February 14, 
2015, to set up; February15 to pack 
meals; and February 16 to pack and 
tear down.  This year’s event, previ-
ously held at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Naperville, will be held at 

North Central College, in order 
to accommodate more 

volunteers and, thus, 
more meals!  

 

The original 2015 
goal was 600,000 
meals, 40,000 of 
which Grace has 
pledged to pay 
for and pack at a 
cost of $8,800.  
However, the 
Ebola crisis in 
western Africa 
has substantially 
increased the 
need for meals.  
In response, 

FMSC has given 
our MobilePack the 

opportunity to provide 
200,000 more meals—one 

meal per day for 200,000 empty stom-
achs.   
 

Registration for Grace’s participation 
in the MobilePack will be held on Sun-
days in the Activity Center, January 
11, 18 and 25.  In addition to two-
hour shifts for packers (standing),  

labelers and check-in (sitting), the Mo-
bilePack will need volunteers to set up 
(Saturday night, 9:00 p.m. through mid-
night) and clean up (Monday morning, 
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.).   
 

Additional ways to provide financial 
support include purchasing a t-shirt for 
$15, making a donation payable to 
Grace UMC (marked “Feed My Starv-
ing Children” on the envelope and 
memo line), and contributing to the 
Mason jar during registration.  
 
 
 

Naperville MobilePack Growing and Moving to New Site 
Sign-Ups Begin at Grace January 11!     By Gay Craig, Grace Hunger Committee 

• .22 per meal 
• $33 feeds 5 

children for 1 
month 

• $50 full box of 
meals (216) 
packed per 
volunteer  

• $80 feeds a 
child for 1 year 

• $200 feeds a 
family of 5 for 
1 year 

Children’s Noisy Offering Raises Over 1K for “Feed the Need” MobilePack 
On November 23, children from our choir ministries in 
grades K-7 raised $1,112.13 from the “noisy offering” they 
took in worship in support of their participation in the 
“Feed the Need” MobilePack event on February 15 (see 
article above).  These funds, along with hundreds of dollars 
of their own change, will allow the children to pack and pay 
for meals at the 2015 event.  In addition to the many noisy 
coins plunked into pots on November 23, said Children’s 
Choir Ministries Director Lynn Leitzen, “We also got two 
screws, a yellow pill, a bead, lots of foreign coins, one pa-
per clip, one rubber band, and a flathead screwdriver bit!”  
Active participation in the collection of funds for the “Feed 

the Need” event—well before their participation in the 
event itself—helps youngsters become literally invested in 
helping to feed the hungry children of the world.  They are 
learning well that “We Can Change the World”! 
 

Grace  
children 
in last 
year’s 
“Feed 
the 
Need” 
event.  
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     Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Norman Abderhalden, father of Scott Abderhalden 
Carl Breckon, father of Mary Ann Marcin 
Lois Ann Bricker 
Ken Choat, brother-in-law of Bob and Donna Plummer 
Chad Cooke, friend of Zink and Martha Sanders 
Gary Enger, son of Helen Enger 
Rev. Larry Hilkemann, former Grace senior pastor  
Barbara Johnson, wife of Herbert Johnson 
Lorna Longendyke 
Ed Luikaart, friend of Ralph Berg 
Curtis Mansfield, brother-in-law of Barbara Hoch 
Douglas Neumann, son of Mary Lou Neumann 
Deborah Perisho, co-worker of Marlene Atkins 
Jeannette Shull, mother of Ruth Ann Parsapour 
Betty Wachtel, aunt of Brenda Carpenter 

          Celebrations and Congratulations 
Zachary Ryan Stetler, son of Kelly and Eric Stetler, was born on  
November 25 
Kinsley Annabelle Matousek, daughter of Christine and Michael  
Matousek and granddaughter of Pastor Bob and Marlene Atkins, was born 
on December 11 
Justin Isaiah Zormelo, son of Abigail Grossheusch and Justin Zormelo, 
was born on December 11 
Emily Sophia Nästi, daughter of Joe and Jennifer Nästi and granddaugh-
ter of Peggy Nästi, was born on December 16 
Jacob Carl Hansen, son of Anna and Charley Hansen and grandson of 
Mark and Charlotte Schwabero, was born on December 23 
Carol Madalin celebrates being cancer-free 
Kay Novak celebrated her 94rd birthday on January 7; send greetings to 
6803 Telluride Ct., Lisle, IL  60532 
Joyce Mann celebrates her 93rd birthday on January 16; send greetings 
to 2115 First Ave. SE, Apt. 204, Cedar Rapids, IA  52402 

                                Letters 
Dear Grace United Methodist Church, 
 

Lorna Longendyke fought for almost six years against breast cancer and contin-
ued to stay strong and resilient until her passing on December 6.  She loved 
being part of your church family, especially as part of the choir. The love, devo-
tion, and appreciation you showed Lorna during her time in Illinois will never be 
forgotten.  Peace be with you this holiday season, and know there is one more 
beautiful angel singing in the heavenly choir.   

  —Thank you from the bottom of my heart, Kathleen Spelar 
 

Dear Grace Church, 
 

We want to thank all of you who helped us in so many ways on Sunday, Decem-
ber 21st.  You were all at our side to help in any way.  We are so blessed to be 
a part of the Grace Church family.  God bless all of you. 
           —Cliff and Eleanor Preston 
 

Dear Grace Family, 
 

I want to thank Grace Church, all the staff members I have worked with, and 
everyone who supported the Parish Nurse Ministry.  It was an honor and a privi-
lege to serve as Grace Church’s parish nurse for 10 years.  In 2004, when the 
program was initiated, no one, including myself, knew what God had planned for 
the ministry I was called to.  Ten years later, as my ministry has ended, I am 
thankful I had the opportunity to begin, build, and now trust that God has a plan 
for continued health ministry with a focus on faith and spiritual care.  Thank you 
all, especially Staff-Parish, for the lovely reception held to honor my work as par-
ish nurse.  I hope you will all join my fiancé, George Valish, and me on June 20, 
2015, for our open church wedding and reception to follow in Fellowship Hall. 
      —Blessings, Pam Riley 

January 2015 

  Many Thanks! 
• A big thank you to all the church families who support-

ed our successful Apple Pancake Fundraiser held in 
October.  We appreciate your participation in helping 
to provide additional funds for the PDO Scholar-
ship/Equipment Fund.  Hope you enjoyed the delicious 
apple pancakes! 

      —Claudia Hutchison, Director of Parent’s Day Out 
 

• Thank you to the many men who helped set up, serve, 
and clean up after the women’s “Celebrate the Sea-
son” event on December 3.  This event could not be 
the joy and success it is—for women and men servers 
alike!—each year without your support! 
—Bob Plummer, Harold Workman and Michael Long 
 

• Thank you to all the Grace Church members who par-
ticipated in our Christmas With Trinity.  The gifts you 
purchased for the children and youth of Trinity UMC, 
Joliet, were warmly received by 65 youngsters.  In ad-
dition, some of you joined us for our Christmas With 
Trinity luncheon in Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 
worship on December 7.  We greatly appreciate your 
warm reception of the families of Trinity and know 
that you got a great deal in return, seeing the children 
of Trinity receive their gifts.  As always, the families of 
Grace Church were very generous in helping us sup-
port this important ministry.  We sincerely thank you! 

    —The Grace Religion and Race Commission 
 

• Grace United Methodist Church donated $4,000 to 
Bridge Communities as a result of the contributions 
from Harvest Home.  That is amazing, and we want to 
thank the congregation for their support!   

  —Brenda Carpenter and Judy Cornett 

Coming  
January 25! 

A benefit concert 
from Dr. Osval-
do Vena and the 
“Still a Dream” 
band and lunch 
provided by 
Clara’s in sup-
port of Hope for 
All (helping those 
with disabilities in 
Rwanda).  Tick-
ets on sale now, 
Sundays in the 
Activity Center!  
$10/person; $25/ 
family (three or 
more).   


