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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4  

5 6 New Sisters /Pro-
gressive Christianity 
Studies Begin 1/7pm  
Room 254 

7 8 New Romans 
Study Begins  
10:00am, Rm. 224 

9 10 Winter 
Youth Retreat 
through Jan. 12 

11 

12 “Love Opens 
Doors”  10:30 
a.m., Fell. Hall 

13 Lenten 
book devotions 
DUE!  

14 15 16 New South- 
side In-Home Stud-
ies Begin, 7:30pm 

17 “Pilgrimage” 
Study Begins 2:30, 
Fireside Room 

18 Healing 
Prayer and Oils, 
5pm, Act. Center 

19 “How  
Outreach Trans-
forms” - Act. Ctr.  

20 21 UMWomen  
General Meeting, 
9:00am, Rm. 254 

22 23 24 Men’s  
Winter Forum - 
6:00pm, Rm. 254 

25 

26 “CIN” Sun-
day/Ken Mede-
ma Concert, 3pm 

27 February 
Grace Notes 
news deadline! 

28 29 30 31  

Join a book study - it’s ok if you miss the first one!  Come to Saturday Healing Worship! Join a men’s or 
women’s group!  Come to “HOT” Sunday and get into outreach...Sign up for “Feed the Need” Jan. 12, 19 or 26! 

Isn’t This the Year You Were Going to Be More Engaged? 

January 2014 

Lenten Devotions Needed!  Writers, Photographers, Poets...Guidelines in Church Office! 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church January 2014 

Signs of GraceSigns of GraceSigns of Grace 
       Advent and Christmas 2013Advent and Christmas 2013Advent and Christmas 2013   
 

Photo gallery courtesy of Dick Trondsen and Ron Wills 
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Pastor’s Journal        
           

In our worship services during December, we looked at the characters of Christmas, those who 
came with expectation that God would be present in their lives.  Some, like Mary, seemed fully 
prepared in unlikely circumstances. Some were fully unprepared and took a time of silence, like 
Zechariah, to remember the promises God made.  Joseph never speaks, but his witness is clear.  
He made a place for Christ in his home. 
 

In January and February, we will look at the stories of those who lived with Jesus.  What was it 
like, and what might it be like to have Jesus in your home and in your life?  People like those of his hometown and of  
Capernaum have a story to tell, as do Peter and Judas, a Syrophenician woman and a Samaritan woman at the well, Mary 
Magdalene and Zacchaeus.  We often read the Bible to find out about God and about Jesus.  This winter, I propose read-
ing to find out about those who knew Jesus and were affected by him.  I propose asking the question: What does it mean 
to live with Jesus? 
 

Traditionally, the time between Epiphany and Lent is for hearing and learning the stories of Jesus.  Yet, we often hold 
these stories at a distance, examine them and put them aside.  When we ask a different question – What does it mean to 
live with Jesus? – we may find a different outcome.  Not an ancient story we can put aside, but a real, present presence of 
God in our lives. 
 

Come on this winter journey with me, seeking what it might mean to live with Christ in our homes.   
               
         Grace and Peace, 

January 2014 

...Or will we choose  
activities that only im-
pact our life and our 
happiness factor?  
There are many trans-
forming studies begin-
ning this January that 
can help you evaluate 
your answers to those 
questions and impact 
your life and your lega-
cy to the world.  There 
is a new Romans study 
on Wednesdays with 
Rev. Doug Bowden and 
a new study Friday 
study on Pilgrimage Into 
the Last Third of Life 
with Sandy Bray and 
Ro Willard.  Both of 
these studies could 
change how you view 
your faith and the life 
legacy you want to live 
now!  All are welcome 
to these classes, mem-
bers and friends of 
Grace and our Naper-
ville community. 

Our Monday Sisters 
class is studying the 
book Questions God 
Asks Us, as we consider 
how we live out our 
relationship with God 
and others.  This will 
be a very powerful 
study, amplified by the 
sharing we do in class 
together. So often we 
get stuck in feedback 
loops with our ques-
tions for God, and yet, 
as author Rev. Trevor 
Hudson writes, the 
Bible is a book of ques-
tions from God to us!  
God wants to enter 
into a conversational 
relationship with each 
one of us!  How do we 
listen to God?  How 
are we answering 
God’s questions with 
our lives, our choices?   
 

When you think about 
how you spend your 

time and money, what 
activities, expenses are  
most important to you?  
What are you really 
looking for in your life?  
How do others view 
your priorities for your 
life?  What do you 
think God sees as your 
priorities?  Most of life 
from Jesus’ point of 
view is about giving and 
forgiving.  And yet, our 
culture would have us 
believe it’s all about 
getting and competing.  
Through Christ, we 
learn that life is about 
being in community 
together, sharing time 
and resources in posi-
tive relationships that 
bless everyone.  In our 
culture, life is pictured 
as a struggle with each 
one competing against 
others to get the most 
for themselves, and 
relationships are about 

manipulating others for 
our own gain.  Which 
world do you live in? 
Which world do you 
want to live in?   
 

The Naperville 
Southside study group, 
open to all, begins the 
second week of January 
and will meet twice per 
month to study Miro-
slav Volf’s book Free of 
Charge: Giving and For-
giving in a Culture 
Stripped of Grace.  This 
is our all-church Lent 
study book, and I invite 
you to join us and think 
a bit deeper about the 
meaning of your life… 
for you, your family, 
your community and 
for God.  Many other 
groups will be studying 
this book as well dur-
ing Lent, beginning in 
March.  Don’t miss it! 
 

 

I encourage you to find 
a way to anchor your 
life in God and at 
church in this new 
year.  Our lives are 
important in God’s 
eyes and in the life of 
the community.  What 
we say and do makes a 
big difference to those 
around us and to the 
world.  Our choices 
define priorities for 
many in the world and 
shape the world 
around us.  Together, 
let us think more about 
what shape God in-
tends for the world, 
and see if we can par-
ticipate in God’s priori-
ties – to bring blessing 
to us and to others! 
 

Blessed to be on the 
journey of faith with 
you, 

 By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

We have been given an opportunity to restart our lives and choose again our priorities in the New 
Year.  Will we try new activities that will be helpful to us, make a positive impact...a positive legacy? 
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The 3rd Annual “Gift of Love” Christmas Concert on  
December 8, 3:00 and 5:30 p.m., felt like an early Christ-
mas present.  The grand concert occasion, proceeds of 
which will fund 25,000 meals for Feed My Starving Chil-
dren’s “Feed the Need” Mobile Pack event next month, 
featured professional and homegrown talent in a rich pro-
gram that stirred a broad range of emotions among con-
certgoers and performers alike.  Indeed, the many compli-

ments and accolades offered the vocalists and musicians 
after the program were met with comments such as “We 
enjoyed it, too!” and “That felt really good!”   
 

Leading us through an auditory wonderland of full, flourish-
ing pieces like those experienced in a pricey big-city venue 
were the Grace Chancel Choir, Naperville Festival Singers, 
Grace Treble Ensemble (led by Children’s Choirs Director 
Lynn Leitzen), Grace Bell Ensemble, members of the Chica-
go Civic Orchestra, flawlessly fluttering guest trumpeter 
Chris O’Hara, Juilliard-trained harpist Julia Coronelli, or-
ganist, pianist and harp-
sichordist Nancy 
Staton, full rhythm sec-
tion, including electric 
bass guitar, and numer-
ous stirring soloists and 
vocal ensemble mem-
bers.  Mike Doll (filling 
in for an ailing Mayor 
George Pradel, who 
has guest-starred in 
“Gift of Love” for the 
previous two years) did 
a commendable job in a 
musically timed reading 
of “The Night Before  
Christmas.” 
 

 
 

“Gift of Love” Benefit Concert Strikes Chords of Christmas Joy 

THE ROLAND  
HARPSICHORD 
The “Gift of Love” 

Christmas concert on 
December 8 marked 
the debut of our new 
Roland harpsichord. 

This beautiful 
instrument was given 
to Grace in memory of 

Ron Scoville by the 
Scoville family.  Ron’s 
love for music ministry 
will continue to bring 

joy and beauty to 
Grace. 

Conductor Dan Wagner directs a full choir and orchestra in the 
third annual “Gift of Love” Christmas Benefit Concert for Feed 
My Starving Children on December 8.  Nancy Staton (center) 
plays our new Roland harpsichord, which made its debut at this 
concert (see sidebar).   

Register for the “Feed the Need” Mobile Pack Event (Feb. 14-16)  
on January 12, 19 or 26 in the Activity Center! 

Children’s Bells, Singers Go A-Caroling! 
 

Caroling, Caroling Now We Go - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2013 
Christmas Bells are Ringing - The Children’s Bell Ensemble and teen 
ringers, Kristen Riedinger and Kristen Basgall 
Caroling, Caroling Through the Snow - It was a bitterly cold afternoon! 
Christmas bells are ringing 
Joyous voices sweet and clear - The Junior Singers, with a solo from  
Olivia Benson 
Sing the sad of heart to cheer - Spreading cheer to homebound Grace  
members (see below) and residents of Tabor Hills Senior Living Campus 
Ding, Dong, Ding, Dong - We shared in a ring-along, sing-along with Tabor Hills residents 
Christmas Bells are Ringing! 
 

Thanks to our drivers Debbie Froelich, Robyn Kelsh, Sherri Nagy, Bob Rothe, Debbie John, Catherine Costello, and 
Cheryl Ameiss; to our pizza party hosts Jeri and Ken Blood; and to Cynthia Rupp, who every year provides homemade 
beaded ornaments to share with those we visit.  Homebound members visited included:  Dottie Barnickle, Maxine 
Voss, Al and Irene Hoekstra, and Isabel and Thomas Kelsh’s grandparents.   



 

6  January 2014 

SUNDAY, JAN. 12:  
“SCRIPTURE AND REASON” 
REV. DR. OSVALDO VENA 
 

On Sunday, January 12, Rev. Dr. 
Osvaldo Vena will present “Scripture 
and Reason,” the fourth in the series  
of “Love Opens Doors” sessions.  Dr. 
Vena is Professor of New Testament 
Interpretation at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary.  Born in Argenti-
na and educated there and in the U.S. 

and England, Dr. Vena has taught at G-ETS since 1995.  The 
basic premise of his teaching is not information, but libera-
tion and transformation, opening our hearts and minds to 
new ways of thinking.  Dr. Vena is the author of three books 
and numerous articles, lectures and presentations, one of 
which is The Interpretation of Romans 1:26-27. 

Love Opens Doors 
Creating a more welcoming church 
environment for members, friends  
and family of the LGBT community. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 9:   
“TRADITION AND REASON” 
REV. BISHOP SHARON RADER 
 

On Sunday, February 9, Rev. Bishop 
Sharon Rader will be our featured 
speaker at our fifth “Love Opens 
Doors” session, “Tradition and Rea-
son.”  One of a long familial line of 
pastors, Bishop Rader has served as a 
local church pastor in the Northern 
Illinois Conference and in Michigan.  She has been a Confer-
ence staff person working with missions, new church devel-
opment and advocacy issues, and a District Superintendent.  
She was elected Bishop in 1992, serving 12 years in the Wis-
consin area.  She is a graduate of Naperville’s North Central 
College and Garret-Evangelical Theological Seminary, where 
she recently chaired the search committee to select a new 
President.   
 

All “Love Opens Doors” sessions start with light brunch at 10:30 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall, followed by discussion until 12:30 p.m.   
All are welcome! 

Rev. Dr.  
Osvaldo Vena 

Rev. Bishop 
Sharon Rader 

January, February “Love Opens Doors” Explore Reason from Scripture 
and Tradition   From Pastors Don Niswonger and Carol Findon 

January 6 is traditionally celebrated as Epiphany, commemorating the arrival of the Magi; the manifestation of Christ to the 
Gentiles; the baptism in the Jordan and the declaration of the divinity of Christ; and the wedding at Cana, the inaugural  
miracle of Christ’s earthly ministry. Each is a moment of revelation, of insight into who Jesus is and why He has come into 
our world, of epiphany.  
 

Suddenly we begin to see. Who is Jesus? What do we mean when we say Christ?  How can we understand the mystery of 
the Incarnation? The following titles are a selection of resources in the Grace Church Library (Room 223), representing a 
variety of approaches to these essential questions.   
         “Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 

Who Is Jesus?  Grace Library Sheds Light on The Epiphany   By Angela McCurdy 

SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR NEW PICTORIAL MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY:  MARCH 12-14, 3-9PM; 
MARCH 15, 10AM-4PM; JUNE 4-6, 3-9PM; AND JUNE 7, 10AM-4PM.  

DISCOUNT ON PHOTO PURCHASES MADE IN MARCH!  THOSE PHOTOGRAPHED GET A FREE DIRECTORY  
AS WELL AS A FREE 8X10.  FEE IS $10 PER DIRECTORY FOR THOSE NOT PHOTOGRAPHED. 
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f you know our  
father very well, you 
know he doesn’t 
like to spend mon-
ey,” quipped Nancy 
Kayton Hansen to 
audience members 
at the luncheon ded-
ication of the Kay-

ton Youth Center on Decem-
ber 14.  Ironic, perhaps, con-
sidering that Charles and Mar-
ilyn Kayton recently gave a 
Legacy Gift to the Grace Capi-
tal Campaign for current 
building renovations and to 
the Grace Church Foundation 
in support of future improve-
ments to what is now named 
the Kayton Youth Center, 
encompassing junior and sen-
ior high youth rooms 233 and 
234.   
 

“Mom and Dad were motivat-
ed to make this gift by the 
many of you who have sup-
ported Grace’s ministries at 
significant levels over the 
years,” said Nancy, standing 
beside her sister, Nina Kayton 
Menis, both of whom were 
overcome with emotion sev-
eral times as they spoke of 
their family and childhoods 
growing up at Grace.   
 

 
 

Added Grace Church Founda-
tion Chairman Paul Carpenter, 
who opened the program with 
a welcome and a prayer, “This 
donation was encouraged by 
Ginny Lacy’s gift of the court-
yard Lacy Garden.  The Kay-
tons have long had a passion 
for youth at our church.”   
 

Inspired by John Wesley’s 
1744 Sermon XLIV on “The 
Use of Money,” the Kaytons 
have determinedly applied its 
principles throughout their 
52-year marriage, the rearing 
of their two grown daughters, 
and their 40+ years as mem-
bers of Grace:  Gain All You 
Can; Save All You Can; Give All 
You Can.  Their generosity is 
also rooted in over 150 years 
of Kayton family history.  “To 
us, this gift represents another 
step in the journey of faith our 
family has taken over many 
generations,” said Nancy.  
“The Kayton Youth Center is 
another step marking our fam-
ily’s walk with God.”  
 

Before Nancy and Nina spoke 
to members of the Grace 
Foundation and others in-
volved and invested in our 
youth at Grace, longtime 
Grace member Jenn Wills 
reflected upon what Grace 
has meant to her since she 
came here as a senior in high 
school.  “Grace is where I fit 
then, and Grace is where I still 
fit,” said the physical education 
teacher, who (at the sugges-
tion of Michael Harrison, son 
of Christian Education Direc-
tor Margaret Harrison) has 
been leading youth for the 
past 19 years and will attend 
her 25th youth mission trip 
this summer.    
 

Director of Youth Ministries 
Gaye Lynn Loufek took the 
podium to express her pro-
found gratitude to the Kay-
tons.  “We are so blessed that 
you thought of Youth first for 

your gift.”  Gaye Lynn then 
shared about her own family’s 
involvement in youth at 
Grace, beginning with her son 
Brentley’s commitment to 
confirmation at Grace some 
12 years ago.  “He wanted 
that to be his thing, so I 
helped.  And I’m still here,” 
she said.  Gaye Lynn also 
thanked the many youth and 
adults at Grace who are tire-
lessly devoted to Youth Coun-
cil, Student Council, Sunday 
School teaching, Wednesday 
evening GYM, and the sum-
mer youth mission trips that 
she and her husband, Rick, 
have been leading for the past 
seven years.  Gaye Lynn also 
lifted up longtime Grace Sun-
day School teacher Betsy 
Koepnick, who, along with 
her son Reid, “graduated” to 
assisting our youth program.  
Said Reid, a freshman in high 
school, “Thanks to the Kay-
tons for their great contribu-
tion to Youth.  I’m excited to 
keep on going forward.”   
Added Missy Martin, a senior, 
“Our youth program epito-
mizes the blooming of friend-
ships.  Thank you for letting 
that happen.” 
 

Following Paul Carpenter’s 
recognition of Grace Founda-
tion members in attendance 

and a reminder that passion 
and a purpose add up to a 
“communal benefit,” Pastor 
Bob Atkins closed the pro-
gram in Fellowship Hall and 
invited people upstairs to wit-
ness the dedication of the 
Kayton Youth Center, com-
memorated with a plaque out-
side Room 233.  “To leave a 
legacy, to say ‘I was here’… 
those are good things and part 
of our Wesleyan heritage,” 
said Pastor Bob.   
 

Kayton Family’s Legacy Gift Supports Youth Center  By Barb Ceruti 

The newly dedicated Kayton 
Youth Center is commemorated 
by a plaque outside Room 233.  
A plaque outside Room 234 
recognizes other individuals 
who have initiated and support-
ed improvements to our youth 
rooms in recent years. 

Grace Youth  
Collect PJ’s for 
Hesed House! 
Thank you to the 
many people who  
donated to Youth  

Ministry’s collection of 
pajamas for residents 

of Hesed House ! 

(from left) Nina Kayton Menis, Charles and Marilyn Kayton, and 
Nancy Kayton Hansen. 

“ 
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On Sunday, January 26 at 3:00 p.m., 
the Grace Concert Series brings us a 
very special performing artist in Ken 
Medema. Hugely popular in the 70s 
and 80s as a contemporary Christian 
artist and also a concert pianist and 
opera singer, Medema is perhaps most 
revered for how he inspires people 
with what he sees in his heart and 
mind.  Ken Medema has been blind 
since birth.   
 

Basing—and often improvising—his 
music on the real-life stories of those 
to whom he ministers, Medema gives 
undeniable testimony to God’s grace in 
the midst of our human weakness.  
Able to see only light and darkness and 
fuzzy outlines of major objects, Mede-
ma says he was not widely accepted as 
a child and spent a lot of time by him-
self.  “I started banging on the piano 
when I was five years old,” he recalls, 
“making up crazy little fantasies on my 
mom’s piano.”   
 

When he was eight years old, Ken’s 
parents found him a teacher who 
taught him the classics with Braille as 

well as how to play music by ear.  His 
teacher also taught him how to impro-
vise.  “Music became a second language 
for me,” says the Michigan State alum-
nus, who focused on performance skills 
in voice and piano while in college. 
 

After graduation, Medema spent time 
as a music therapist at a hospital in 

New Jersey, during which he began 
writing and performing his own songs.  
“I had a bunch of teenagers who were 
really hurting, and I started writing 
songs about their lives.”  But it wasn’t 
until Medema realized that he should 
be writing songs about his own Chris-
tian life that people really began to re-
spond.  In 1973, he left his work as a 
therapist and started a career perform-
ing and recording music.  Since then, 
he has appeared before audiences of 
50 to 50,000 in 49 states and over 15 
countries on four continents.   
 

In just a few short weeks, church fami-
lies and members of the community 
will have the privilege of experiencing 
Ken Medema’s special brand of music, 
characterized by deep feeling and im-
provisation of every moment that  
defies description.   
 

While our conceptions of physical disa-
bility may tell us that blindness is a dis-
advantage, Ken Medema will open our 
eyes wide to the blessings made possi-
ble through God’s grace and love.   
Get your tickets today! 

Ken Medema In Concert at Grace Jan. 26 

Also in 2014 

Saturday, FEB. 22, 7:00 p.m. 
5th House Ensemble in “Invoking the Muses” 
$12/$10/$5 (adults/seniors 65+/students) 

Sunday, MARCH 16, 7:00 p.m. 
Otterbein University Choir 
Free Will Offering 

 

 Friday, MARCH 21, 7:30 p.m. 
 Sleight Street “Friends of the  
 Series” Dessert (RSVP required; 
 admission free) 

 Saturday, MAY 17, 4:00 p.m.   
 5th House Ensemble in “Luna De Cuernos” 

$12/$10/$5 

Tickets  in the church  
office and online: 

Www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
concerts 

All Ticket and Concert info at  www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
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        Animal Attraction! 
 

Note to readers:  If you would like to see the long-standing 
“Animal Attraction” column continue, please send photos and 
descriptions of your family's pets or wildlife you have snapped  
in your yard, on vacation, safari, etc. to barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org, or bring to the church office, ATTN:  Barb.  
Please make sure that photos were taken by you or someone 
you know—no Internet downloads, please.  Photos will be  
returned upon request.  Photos and animal “bio’s” are published  
in the order received.  If you would like to see your pet in an 
upcoming issue of Grace Notes, contact us today! 

This is a Laura Hoogerwerf’s cat, Lucy.  She is almost 14 
years old and the eldest of Laura’s five four-legged “kids.”  
Lucy likes to sleep in high places around the house, such as 
the top of the china cabinet or the top of her “cat tree.” 
“I think this is partly due to her intense dislike of my two 
dogs, who always want to play with her,” said Laura.  “Lucy 
is a sweet kitty who loves to be petted and will let you 
know she’s happy with a very loud purr!” 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Don Burney 
George Carey, brother of Virginia Spaits 
Wayne C. Clymer, former United Methodist Bishop 
Millie Craig, wife of Bob Craig 
Robert Cronin, uncle of Marian Cronin 
Teresa Cullen 
Brian Dahme, son of Gayle Dahme 
Elsie Giegerich, mother of Don Giegerich 
Frances Mary Kaiser, mother of Peggie Getz 
Walter Larson, father of Sharon Ferguson 
Cindy Madalin, sister of Carol Madalin 
Melinda Peters, sister of Mike Coffey 
William Powell, father of Jim Powell 
Henry Robinson, nephew of Adrienne Ann Ilseman 
Jack Upton, father of Roy Upton 
Caroline Vawter, aunt of Greg Robinson 
Mike Vidas, friend of Maggie Hartigan 
Harold Wagner, father of Dan Wagner 
Hal C. Waters, brother-in-law of Joan and Bill Cole 

         Celebrations and Congratulations 
Max Remington Dudich (pictured), son of John and Ashley 
Dudich, was born on December 16 
Avery Grace Munoz, daughter of Sarah and 
Kyly Munoz and granddaughter of Kathy and Bill 
Rodostits, was born on December 18 
Jake Druzak, Troop #111, completed his Eagle 
Scout project of building two benches and doing 
landscaping with Rebuilding Together-Aurora 
Cory Burkwald achieved the rank of Eagle Scout 
Kay Novak celebrated her 93rd birthday on January 7; 
please send greeting to 6803 Telluride Ct., Lisle, IL  60532 
Joyce Mann celebrates her 92nd birthday on January 16; 
send greetings to 2114 1st Ave. SE, Apt. 204, Cedar Rapids, 
IA  52402 

                                  Baptisms 
Niklas Matthew Vandenbergh, son of Matt and Elida  
Vandenbergh, was baptized on December 22 

                                          Letters 
Dear Grace Church, 

Thank you for the kindness shown to our family over the years, 
and for your help during our time of need for the funeral service 
for Gus.  Please accept this gift of money to be used for those in 
need in the community or for missions.   
    —Sincerely, The Voss Family 
 
To the Grace Church Family, 

We would like to thank everyone for all of your prayers, cards, 
kindness, thoughtfulness, helpfulness and understanding that you 
bestowed upon Sandy during the past 21 months as she fought 
her battle with brain cancer.  You will never know how much this 
meant to Sandy and to the rest of her family.  Thank You. 
    —The Ed Leedy Family 

January 2014 

Lucy 

Thank You, Celebrate the Season Volunteers! 
Heartfelt thanks from Kim Scharafin, the “Celebrate The 
Season” Steering Committee, and the Evangelism Ministry 
to all the table hostesses and men servers who made this 
8th annual event on December 4 another tremendous suc-
cess!  320 ladies attended, and a joyous time was had by all! 


