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Pastor’s Journal      

  
             

Asking Not “Why,” But “What” 
 
Friday, December 14, 2012, was like any other day, except that 26 people died from gunshot 
wounds in an elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut.  As news filtered out, we learned 
that 20 first graders had been senselessly killed along with six teachers and administrators at 
the school.  It was an awful day, followed by an awful week of funerals and memorial services. 

 

It is at times like these that I give thanks for faith.  The traditions of faith have carried countless generations before us 
through the most difficult times.  The resources are there in the practices and traditions that turn the question “Why” 
into the question “What”—“What do I do now?”  The practices of faith give us the rituals to which we turn in times of 
grief and loss.  The traditions restore trust by empowering compassion. 
 

Yes, I know, the abuse of religion by some has led to conflict and death.  Anything that is powerful can, in human hands, 
be turned into a means of violence, of domination, of evil.  Yet it is to faith that we turn in our hour of need because it is 
there that we find meaning and purpose beyond the mundane.  In faith, we learn empathy and the serious work required 
to come together as a community.  And, finally, we hear the call for forgiveness to replace rage, bitterness, and the desire 
for revenge.               
                              
        Grace and Peace,   
 

 
By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

While the shepherds and 
wise men, the angels and 
holy family all did their part 
at the birth of the Christ 
child, what can we in this day 
and age do?  Let us give our 
hearts—to God and to 
neighbor, as Christ showed 
us.  And what blessings we 
shall receive then, as we 
share heart to heart! 
I hope you experienced 
many heartwarming blessings 
over the holidays, as we 
shared with our sisters and 
brothers at Trinity UMC, 
our friends and neighbors at 
“Celebrate the Season,” our 
“First Noel” and “Gift of 
Love” concerts, and in wor-
ship and other gatherings 
with family and friends to 
celebrate the gift of love 
God gives us in the Christ 
child born to be Emmanuel, 
God with us.  Our last gifts 

as a congregation were to 
send prayer shawls and com-
fort pillows to the families in 
Newtown, CT, (see page 4) 
and to give a tenth of our 
Christmas offering to re-
building efforts in the wake 
of Hurricane Sandy through 
our United Methodist Relief 
agency, UMCOR.   
 

In this new year, it is my 
hope that we can continue 
to give God and neighbor 
our hearts, as Jesus has 
taught and shown us:  to 
continue to listen to one 
another—truly listen—for 
the deeper messages of the 
heart others share with us; 
to continue to share time 
and talents and gifts with 
each other.  Who are the 
families in need in our com-
munity, and how can we 
help?  How might you offer 
your heart, hands, voice, 

treasure to make another 
one's life better?   
 

It was wonderful to see so 
many folks respond to our 
Five Commitments steward-
ship call for time, talents and 
financial gifts to do the work 
of God through our church.  
All information has been en-
tered into our data base 
now, and our Leadership 
Committee will be calling 
this month to help folks get 
connected to the ministries 
they’d like to serve.  While  
it is essential to share our 
money in order to share 
God’s resources with others 
and sustain the life of the 
world, it is in sharing our 
time and talents that we tru-
ly see God’s face and feel his 
love growing in the hearts 
and lives of others.  That is 
the gift of the Holy Spirit’s 
creativity and compassion 

that we can experience as 
we share time and talents in 
God’s work of loving him 
and our neighbors. As we 
stuff newsletters together, 
serve up dinner at Hesed 
House, sing and ring in 
choirs at church, rehab a 
home in Aurora, or share 
faith in Russia or Kenya, 
God’s love is made real as 
we give our hearts to one 
another in loving service.   
Let us make our first resolu-
tion in the New Year to find 
a way, every day, to give our 
heart to God and neigh-
bor—in prayer, Scripture, 
and service.  This we can do 
in big and small ways.  And 
we will be blessed as we of-
fer our blessing! Thanks be 
to God!  
 

Happy to be on the journey 
of faith with you,  

“What can I give him?  Give him my heart…”  These are the closing words from our Christmas hymn  
“In the Bleak Midwinter,” by Christina Rossetti, 1872.    
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  February’s Grace Notes  
Please submit news, photos or articles for 
the February 2013 issue of Grace Notes 
by Monday, January 21, to  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org; call 630-
355-1748, ext. 240; or drop in the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb Ceruti.  Your 
submissions are welcome and encour-
aged, but may be edited for space and/or 
content.  All articles are credited to their 
authors; no anonymous items will be  
published.   
 

TO THOSE WHO RECEIVE 
GRACE NOTES ONLINE ONLY:  
Because the February issue of Grace 
Notes will be sent along with the 2013 
Lenten devotions booklet, which eve-
ryone receives in the mail, those who 
normally receive Grace Notes online 
only will receive a hard copy of the 
newsletter in the mail next month.  If 
you are currently receiving Grace 
Notes via USPS and would like to help 
us save printing and mailing costs by 
receiving it exclusively online, please  
e-mail Barb at the address above with 
the words “online only” in the subject 
line.  Your name will be removed from 
our hard copy distribution list and, 
beginning with the March issue, you 
will receive links to new issues via e-
mail as soon as they are online.  You 
will have access to Grace Notes several 
days before those who receive it in 
the mail, and you’ll see each issue in 
color.  Please include your name in the 
body of your e-mail if it is not easily 
identified by your e-mail address. 

New Year’s/Lenten Study 
Sees God Amidst Chaos   
Tricia McCary Rhodes’ Sacred Chaos 
will be Grace’s New Year and Lenten 
all-church study book.  Four groups 
are taking it up this month, with hopes 
that other groups will study it during 
Lent.  As we think about “Returning to 
God, Rebuilding Our Faith, and Re-
storing God’s Shalom in the World,” 
this delightful book, infused with hu-
mor and humility, will help us practice 
simple ways to connect to God—even 
in the midst of the chaos that often 
defines our lives.  Please contact Pas-
tor Lisa Telomen at lisatelomen@ 
peopleofgrace.org or 630-355-1748, 
ext. 226, about groups open to new-
comers, and watch for more about 
Lenten studies of this book.   
 

Monday Night Progressive  
Christianity   
Pastors Don Niswonger and Carol 
Findon’s Monday Night Progressive 
Christianity course will begin a new 
12-week series, “First Light:  Jesus and 
the Kingdom of God,” on January 7, 
7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 254.  DVD 
lecturers include Marcus Borg and 
Dominic Crossan, renowned scholars 
of the Jesus Seminar.  For those who 
have questions about their faith that 
they’ve been hesitant to ask or are 
afraid they’ll be thought of as 
“heretical,” these DVD presentations 
and group discussions will be a breath 
of fresh air and bring new meaning to 
the journey in faith.  Contact Pastor 
Don or Carol at 630-416-8393 to sign 
up for this course or find out more. 
 

Parent’s Day Out Registra-
tion Coming Soon    
Parent’s Day Out, a childcare program 
for children ages 1-4 housed at Grace, 
will be conducting registration on the 
following dates:  January 13 for 
Grace families, 9:15-11:00 a.m. in the 
Activity Center; January 14-15 for 
Grace families, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in 
the PDO Office (Room 132); January 
16, 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for 
current families, alternates, and alumni, 
and 10:00 a.m. for community families.  

PDO operates from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. M-F during the school year.  Chil-
dren register to attend one day per 
week and may indicate interest in a 
second day (if available).  Find out 
more about PDO at 630-355-6146, on 
the bulletin board near Room 132, or 
at peopleofgrace.org/parents_day_out.  
 

Bishop Invites All to MLK 
Celebration 
Our new Bishop, 
Sally Dyck, invites 
all members of 
the Northern 
Illinois Confer-
ence to a celebra-
tion of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
on Sunday, January 20, at Hartzell 
Memorial UMC (3330 S. King Dr. in 
Chicago).  A gathering with light re-
freshments begins at 4:00 p.m., with 
worship at 5:00 p.m., followed by a 
reception.  Special guest speaker is 
Rev. James Lawson, human rights lead-
er and Pastor Emeritus at Holman 
UMC in Los Angeles, CA. 
 

Men, Save the Date! 
The first Fellowship of Christian Men 
forum of the new year is on Friday, 
January 25.  Mark your calendars! 
 

Women, Save the Date! 
The annual women’s 
“Heartwarming 
Event” is scheduled 
for Friday, Febru-
ary 22, at Grace.  
Dinner begins at 
6:00 p.m., followed 

by a program from our new Bishop, 
Sally Dyck.  Cost is $5 per person; 
please watch for further details, but 
save the date! 

  
Healing Prayer  

Services at  
Saturday Evening  

Worship This Month 
January 5 and 

January 19 

Looking Ahead to Rebuild 
It’s not too early to start thinking 
about our annual Rebuilding Together 
project to restore a home in nearby 
Aurora, IL, this year on Saturday, 
April 27.  Skilled and unskilled volun-
teers are needed and welcome!  Mark 
your calendars now, well in advance, 
so you’ll have no conflicts that day and 
can be part of this life-changing mis-
sion, right here at home!  Many have 
donated their time and elbow grease 
to this project over the years.  Why 
not you?  Contact Thatch Irwin at  
tirwin@wideopenwest.com or 630-
961-3278 to volunteer or for further 
information.   

Feb. 22 
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We wish to extend our 
gratitude to all of the volun-
teers and attendees who 
supported our annual Har-
vest Home Festival on Oc-
tober 10 and our mission 
project to fund roof repairs 
at Trinity UMC in Joliet.  
Supporting those in need is 
a large part of what makes 
Grace so unique.  October 
10 was a lovely fall evening, and the bounteous food was 
delicious!  We thank the turkey preparation team, the 
carvers, our 8th grade confirmands, set-up and clean-up 
crews, servers, ticket sellers, office staff, and the wonder-
fully talented “Chorus of DuPage” for the entertainment 
they provided.  We were also proud to honor our 50+-
year Grace members as well as Ellen and Oliver Burrows, 
who were awarded the 2012 Harvest Home Service 
Award for their many years of service to Grace.  

Thank You, Harvest Home Volunteers   From Brenda Carpenter and Judy Shotts-Cornett 

Bill Abe 
Mary Abe 
Ruby Allen 
Jean Anderson 
Robert Anderson 
George Bentz 
Cliff Bock 
Russell Breitwie-

ser 
Bob Craig  
Millie Craig 
Kenneth Dorsch 
James Dudley 
Helen Enger 
RuthAnn  

Epperson 
Char Gregory 
Rita Harvard*** 
Barbara Hiltz 

Robert Hoffman 
Shirley Hoffman 
Albert Johnson 
Martha Johnson 
Ruth Ladd** 

(member for 92 
years; see p. 5) 

Bob Lehman 
Miriam Lehman 
Darlene Noeren-

berg-Schille 
Carol Piper*** 
Robert Piper** 
Faye Pletcher 
Harold Pletcher 
Marylou Pratte 
Betty Rickleff 
Myra Riskedal 
 

Claire Ann  
Sauntry 

Robert Sebastian 
Lillian Squires** 
Lois Stanley 
David Stuart* 
JoAnn Stuart* 
Jack Upton 
Julian (Gus) Voss 
Maxine Voss 
Judith Wehrli 
Norris Yonker 
Peg Yonker 
 

*New 50-yr. member 
 

**75+-yr. member 
 

***Passed away in 
the past year 
 

Ellen and Oliver Burrows received 
the 2012 Harvest Home Service 
Award on October 10. 

50+-Year Members of Grace 

By Treva Brashears       “Visit the Library to Grow in the Knowledge of Your Faith” 
 

The Grace Library would like to acknowledge the Grace Church Foundation and the 
Memorial Committee for an ongoing commitment to the Library and its mission.  

Throughout 2012, the Foundation was very generous in its support of library service technology and enhancement of 
our collection.  Recently, the Memorial Committee provided the funding for several new books to be added to the 
collection as memorials to Grace members and their loved ones.  These memorial additions will be available for pre-
view and check-out in the Narthex in late January or early February.  Also available will be several new children’s  
titles, which were generously provided by our United Methodist Women’s reading program in 2012.  The Library 
would also like to announce that our on-line library is now available at www.peopleofgrace.org under the “Christian 
Education” tab on the home page.  Please feel free to access the catalog and browse the collection for titles of inter-
est.  The Library web site will soon have a new look as the committee makes some revisions to the page.  Look for 
new title lists and additional information early in 2013.    

Foundation, Memorial Committee Support Library 

Ever wonder what happens 
to all the music our many 
choirs and musicians pre-
sent in worship and at con-
certs?  Literally scores of it 
comes into our building and 
is handled nearly exclusively 
by one volunteer:  Cheryl 
Ameiss, who often puts in as 
many as 30 hours per week 
at the job.  The list of her 
duties is exhaustive, divided 
into two categories of 
“Music Librarian” and 
“Choir Librarian,” and her 

job involves the lone, tedi-
ous labors many of us would 
not relish doing, but all are 
grateful that someone does.   
 

Said Music Minister Dan 
Wagner, “Serving as Music 
Librarian is a huge undertak-
ing for anyone, let alone a 
volunteer.  With a music 
ministry as active and di-
verse as ours, keeping our 
music resources catalogued 
and orderly is essential.  If 
we can’t find it, we can’t sing 
or play it, and that’s just the 

start.  For every piece of 
music we use in a year—
many hundreds—it has to 
be maintained, located, dis-
tributed, collected, and re-
filed.  Music Librarian is 
surely one of the biggest 
responsibilities among the 
many that are vital to our 
ministries at Grace.” 
 

According to Cheryl, a 
member of the Chancel 
Choir and Grace Bell En-
semble, “It is a wonderful 
honor to work with Dan 

and our very talented and 
hard-working choirs.  I am 
amazed at how Dan can pick 
out music titles for concerts 
like ‘Gift of Love’ and how 
they all come together for 
an incredibly emotional and 
spiritual 
experi-
ence for 
congrega-
tion, 
choir and 
orches-
tra.”    

Music Librarian a Huge Job with Scores of Responsibilities 

The Music Library 
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 Dec. 16 Gift of Love  
Concert Accomplishes  
Three-Fold Mission      By Barb Ceruti 

 Sunday, Jan. 13, 2pmSunday, Jan. 13, 2pm 
Andrew Schaeffer: 
Yale Chapel Organist 

 Sunday, Feb. 10, 4pmSunday, Feb. 10, 4pm 
Bonnie Johansen-
Werner and Dr. Jim 
Stopher presenting  
piano and organ music 
from Six Continents 
(featuring our Jr. Singers 
and special guests pre-
senting Bonnie’s original 
settings of poetry from 
African AIDS orphans) 

 Saturday, Feb. 23, 7pmSaturday, Feb. 23, 7pm 
“Vocasphere”  
An eclectic new profes-
sional group from  
Decatur, IL 

  Friday, March 22, Friday, March 22, 
7:30pm7:30pm  
Tripp and Griffin:  Duo 
keyboards, comedy and 
variety 
  

Watch for ticket information in 
Grace Notes, Grace in Mission 
and at www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
concerts.  Be the 300th person to 
“Like” People of Grace on Face-
book, and get free tickets for your 
entire immediate family to the 
concert of your choice!     

“We view the Gift of 
Love event as a three-
fold project,” said Grace 
Music Minister Dan Wag-
ner of the Christmas 
benefit concert on De-
cember 16, presented to 
sizable audiences at 4:00 
and 7:00 p.m. “First, it is 
a clearly defined outreach 
ministry, this year bene-
fiting Feed My Starving 
Children.”  Dan identified 
the other two goals of 
the now annual concert 
as: 2) connecting with the 
community outside our 
Grace membership; and 
3) serving as an act of 
worship and glorification 
of God through music 
and the arts.  “Some of 
our neighbors are seek-
ing a place of worship 
and service, and some 
are seeking a relationship 
with Christ,” said Dan.  
“We seek to present a 
‘must-see’ Christmas 
concert on a par with the 
finest arts and entertain-
ment choices at this time 
of year.” 
 

Mission accomplished. 
This year’s “Gift of Love” 
concert proceeds will 
enable the purchase of 
25,000 meals for Feed My 
Starving Children’s ecu-
menical “Feed the Need” 
mobile pack project Feb-
ruary 15-17.  The con-
cert also brought several 
people into our doors 
from the greater commu-
nity.  While publicity 
ranging from newspaper 
features to local televi-
sion coverage certainly 

helped, mo-
mentum from 
last year's 
memorable 
inaugural con-
cert was un-
doubtedly still  
in force.   
 

Returning this 
year were the 
Grace Chan-
cel Choir and 
gifted soloists, 
the Treble Youth Choir 
(directed by Lynn Leit-
zen), several brilliant, 
young musicians from the 
acclaimed Chicago Sym-
phony Civic Orchestra, 
Phil Spencer on piano 
and keyboards, and 
Mayor George Pradel in 
another boisterous, criti-
cally timed reading of 
“The Night Before 
Christmas.”  New musi-
cal guests this year were 
classical guitarist Jonathan 
Roth (in concert at 
Grace on November 11) 
and gospel singer Rev. 
Cynthia Wilson.  In a 
magnificent orchestral 
concert of classical 
yuletide masterworks 
evoking both joy and pa-
thos, stirring gospel se-
lections, and musical 
whimsy (as demonstrated 
in the delightful 
”Musicological Journey 
Through the Twelve 
Days of Christmas”), a 
heartbreaking note was 
the pall of the school 
shooting tragedy in New-
town, CT, just two days 
before.  In honor of the 
victims of that horrific 

event and the hope of 
peace for their families 
and community, Pastor 
Bob Atkins announced 
that a selection sched-
uled for later in the pro-
gram, Bach’s “Dona 
Nobis Pacem” (“Grant 
Us Peace”), would occur  
earlier, after his wel-
come.  The mood was 
lifted when Feed My 
Starving Children repre-
sentative Denise Gallina 
thanked concertgoers for 
their support of FMSC 
and showed a brief video 
of the organization’s ef-
forts to alleviate hunger 
in 67 countries around 
the world.  “We thank 
you!” said Gallina.  
 

Special thanks to conduc-
tor Dan Wagner, Lynn 
Leitzen, Jim Howard and 
the Concert Series Com-
mittee, the Grace Foun-
dation, our Concert Se-
ries sponsors, Rev. Bob 
Atkins, Bob Schmitt, 
Mayor George Pradel, all 
of our fine musicians, and 
the many concertgoers 
who made this benefit 
effort possible.   
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Coming Jan. 12...Where Did The Money Go? 
 

An Open Financial Discussion for Teens and Young Adults 

College graduates bear an average student loan debt of $26,700 and credit card debt 
of $2,800.  These days, entering college freshmen need to plan for their finances as 
carefully as their dorm rooms.  To help make sense of the financial maze, the Grace 
Church Foundation is offering a free panel discussion, “Where Did the Money Go?,” 
for 16- to 25-year-olds on Saturday, January 12, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Panelists include experts in banking, college funding, and life money manage-
ment.  They will offer tips and resources for high school students planning to attend 
college, current college students, and college graduates.  They will also answer any 
questions participants may have.  Register online at www.peopleofgrace.org  
(click the link on the home page), or call the church office at 630-355-1748.   

 
FORUM PANELISTS:  
Janet Boryk, Moderator  Director of Planned Giving for the  
United Methodist Foundation in Chicago 
Tom Miers  President of Naperville Bank and Trust  
Alice Wood  Founder/President of Wealth Watchers International 
Rev. Lynn Pries  North Central College Chaplain 
 

Register online at www.peopleofgrace.org 

The financial forecast for young  
people is hazier than ever.   

Clear things up with some sound 
advice from a panel of experts.  

This is not your parents’ finance 
class—sign up today, and invite 
your friends!  Parents optional.  

Christmas With Trinity  
 

 
Christmas for the children of Trinity United Methodist Church 
in Joliet was much merrier, thanks to the giving spirit of our 
Grace family.  On a rainy December 9, over 100 gifts were 
loaded onto a van by members of the Grace Religion and Race 
team, along with members of the Grace Youth Choir, and driven to Trinity.  
After a delicious lunch, we shared in a short worship service in both Spanish 
and English, followed by songs from the children of Trinity, dressed as Santa’s 
reindeer.  Before the beautiful, old stained glass windows of the Trinity sanc-
tuary, our youth choir presented six lovely Christmas carols, three of them in 
Spanish, to everyone’s delight.  Then the gifts were passed out to the excited 
children.  Trinity Pastor Carolina Garcia expressed her heartfelt thanks to 
our congregation for its great generosity.   

Prayer Shawls and Comfor t 
Pillows for Newtown, CT 
Jill Mieszala cannot crochet or knit.  “So I 
called the people I know who can,” said 
Grace’s childcare coordinator and mother 
of four young children.  Jill’s idea was to 
offer some degree of comfort to the peo-
ple of Newtown, CT, through the giving 
of prayer shawls and comfort pillows.  “I 
see these [Newtown] parents on TV and 
think how strong they are; I’d want to be 
in a hole somewhere,” said Jill in empathy 
for the families of the slain school chil-
dren.  Calling upon members of our Pray-
er Shawl and Comfort Pillow Ministries to 
bless and send these items to Newtown, 
Jill also asked that our mini-shawls be sent 
as well.  “The children will go back to 
school and may want a ’lovey’ to hold, 
something soft and comforting, while 
they’re there.” The shawls and pillows will 
be sent to Newtown United Methodist 
Church, where they will be distributed to 
families in need of 
their special 
comfort.  “It’s 
a little thing, 
but it’s something 
we can do,” said Jill.   

By Ralph Keiser; photos by Ruth Allison 

 

5  January 2013 

 

        Animal Attraction! 

If you enjoy this column and would like to see it continue, please 
send your favorite animal photos to barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the office (photos will 
be returned upon request).  Your photos do not have to be of 
domesticated pets; they can also be of animals you see in the 
wild...as long as they’re yours or those taken by someone you 
know.  No internet downloads, please!  Please submit a  
write-up about the photo (your pet’s “story” or a description of 
where you photographed the animal).  Photos will be published in 
the order received, unless the photo applies only to a particular 
time of year.  We’re low on photos; please send yours in! 

Those who have read this feature over the past several 
years have probably ascertained that I love animals.  Dogs 
are top on my list, followed by cats, then all the rest of 
God’s creatures great and small (though I am not too fond 
of insects or reptiles).  I truly hope there are animals in 
heaven!  Featured this month is my family’s beautiful Golden 
Retriever, Katie, all decked out in her red ribbon this past 
Christmas.  Katie will be eight years old in February, but she 
has the energy of a puppy, and at a slim 55 pounds, she can 
still get around like one.  She loves chasing balls so much, 
we once conducted an experiment with a piece of steak and 
a tennis ball.  We tossed them both out into the yard at the 
same time to see which she would go for first.  For a few 
moments, she went for the ball, then came to her senses 
and turned tail for the steak.  When we introduced our tab-
by cat into the household three years ago, our sweet, 
agreeable Golden girl stepped aside and ceded her place as 
Sole Animal of the House.  But she is a jealous girl—if we 
give the cat (or one another) any attention, that cold, wet 
nose is right there—”love me, love me”!  And we do. 

      

      —Barb Ceruti 

Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Richard Loufek, father of Rick Loufek 

      Celebrations and Congratulations 

 

Maxwell J. DeVisser, son of Sarah and Mike DeVisser, grand-
son of Mary Beth and Bob Lamer, and great-grandson of Ruby 
Allen, was born on November 17 
Laurel Elizabeth Doman, daughter of Mike and Tara Doman, 
was born on November 28 
Mark Ian Douglas Fondow, son of Beth Peterson and Mark 
Fondow and grandson of Doug and Edie Peterson, was born on 
December 2 
Al and Barbara Hoch recently celebrated 58 years of  
marriage 
Mary and Dick Eesley celebrated their 58th wedding  
anniversary on December 18 
Audrey and Bob Owensby celebrated 60 years of marriage 
on December 21 
Kay Novak celebrates her 92nd birthday on January 7; please 
send greetings to 6803 Telluride Ct., Lisle, IL  60532 
Joyce Mann celebrates her 91st birthday on January 16; please 
send greetings to 2115 First Ave. SE, Apt. 204, Cedar Rapids, IA  
52402 

Christmas Greetings From Our Oldest Member 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

Last April, my 108th birthday was men-
tioned by Willard Scott on NBC’s “Today 
Show,” and I saw it when it aired.  I was a 
national celebrity that morning, for a few 
seconds.  My granddaughter, Andrea, visited 
Hudson [Wisconsin] in August and will re-
turn for Christmas with me and her parents, my son, Chuck, and daugh-
ter-in-law, Betty Jane.  Andrea’s brother, David, was here briefly to cele-
brate my 108th birthday in April.  My other son, Bob, came to Hudson 
from California for a week in April and again in October.  We don’t just 
chat; when there are at least four of us here, I get a chance to play a 
few hands of bridge.  In June, Bob’s daughter, Sandra, was married to 
Shawn Grogan in Ogden, Utah.  Chuck and Betty Jane attended the wed-
ding and brought back loads of pictures for me.  Shawn has three chil-
dren from a previous marriage:  Nicholas, 14; Austin, 10; and Sarah, 7.  
Sarah and I share the same birthday, April 28, although I am 101 years 
older!  Sandra is now pregnant, with a due date in June 2013.  Bob’s 
son, Tim, has a son, Aiden, who will be 11 later this month; he is doing 
well in school and in several sports.  Bob’s other daughter, Jennifer, and 
her husband, Jeremy, have three beautiful daughters:  Sadie, 11; Emmy, 
8; and Annie, 1.  Annie had brain surgery when she was only a few 
weeks old, one of the youngest to survive such an operation; fortunately, 
she is now doing quite well.  A young man from North Central College 
visited me and presented their “oldest alum” a lovely blanket.  When he 
comes again we’ll sing the college song together, “Hail to You, North 
Central…”  I remember it well; he needs to brush up on it!  I still work 
the daily Jumble puzzle and am now working on trying to solve the easier 
Sudokus.  Life has its challenges, but it is still good.  I hope this note finds 
you in good health, enjoying the holidays.  A merry Christmas and a very 
happy New Year! 
     —Ruth Ladd 

Katie 


