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Temple Builders Celebrates 40 Years of  
Fitness and Funding Great Things at Grace  
2012 marks the 40th anniversary of the Grace Temple Builders, estab-
lished in 1972 by Char Gregory when Winnie Graver encouraged her to 
begin an exercise group here at Grace.  A fitness enthusiast when work-
ing out was barely on the radar of the American psyche, Char has volun-
tarily led women from Grace and the community in aerobic, toning and 
strengthening exercises three times per week for an incredible four dec-
ades, forming some wonderful, long-lasting friendships in the process.  
What is even more unbelievable is that, at a cost of $1 per week (or 
nothing if the fee is a hardship), Temple Builders proceeds have been 
able to proffer over $70,000 to the ministries and programs of Grace 
since 1972.  In 2011 alone, $2,000 was given to Grace by the long-
standing group.  “Giving back is thanksgiving for use of the church and  
its facilities,” said Char.   
 

Many thanks to Char and Temple Builders for their generous donations to Grace over the years, and happy 40th anni-
versary!  If you would like to begin the New Year on a healthier note by joining Temple Builders, the class meets Mon-
day/Wednesday/Friday, 9:00-10:00 a.m. in the Grace Activity Center.  Non-church members are more than welcome, so 
feel free to bring a friend!  For further information about Temple Builders, contact Char Gregory at 630-769-6166 or 
Pastor Lisa Telomen at 630-355-1748, ext. 226, or lisatelomen@peopleofgrace.org.   

Char Gregory has led Temple Builders exercise 
classes at Grace for the past 40 years. 
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Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

January 2012 

By Barb Ceruti 
 

n an age when mu-
sical entertainment 
is literally at our 

fingertips, it seems that 
more and more is re-
quired to truly move us.  
And if we want the ex-
perience of a first-rate 
live show, we know 
we’re going to have to 
shell out some significant 
cash.  But on December 
18, for a mere $18 for 
adults (and less for sen-
iors and students), the 
Grace Concert Series’ 
“Gift of Love” Christmas 
benefit concert in our 
own Grace sanctuary 
delivered the kind of 
thrills you expect only if 
you trek into the big city 
for a serious night on 
the town.  But before I 
go any further about the 
substantial talent in the 
Grace Chancel Decem-
ber 18, let it be said that 
fully 100% of ticket pro-
ceeds from the sold-out 
concert went to Auro-
ra’s Hesed House, total-
ing some $6,000 for the 
shelter.  What that mon-
ey will do for those who 
will find themselves 
homeless at some point 
this year is priceless, 
noted Hesed House Ex-
ecutive Director Ryan 
Dowd, who thanked the 
crowd and asked us all 
to take a moment to 
pray that no one would 
become homeless on 
Christmas Day.   
 

 
 

Conduct-
ed by 
Grace 
Music 
Minister 
Dan Wag-
ner 
(whose 
baton 
flitted 
nearly 
non-stop 
among the 
Grace 
Chancel 
Choir and 
soloists, 
some 30 
musicians 
from the 
Chicago Civic Orchestra, 
two guests pianists, and 
Naperville’s Mayor 
George Pradel in a cru-
cially timed reading of 
“The Night Before 
Christmas”), the 90-
minute concert trans-
cended the familiar walls 
of the sanctuary into 
something genuinely spe-
cial, if not magical.  Per-
haps the highlight of the 
evening, Mayor Pradel’s 
boisterous reading of the 
beloved Christmas poem 
was set to live orches-
tration in a style so ex-
hilarating, one could 
swear they were 
plopped in the middle of 
a blockbuster film.  Play-
ing a score by Randol 
Alan Bass, the gifted or-
chestra complemented 
Pradel (who bears more 
than a slight resemblance 
to jolly old St. Nick him-
self) with a sound posi-

tively alive with flight and 
flourish.    

Singular talents were 
guest artists Rebecca 
Davis, the Grace-grown 
soprano whose vocal 
abilities have taken her 
to a leading position with 
Opera San Jose, concert 
organist Dr. Philip Spen-
cer, and Adam Marks, 
Fifth House Ensemble 
pianist.  Davis sang “O 
Holy Night” in a voice so 
moving, my eyes had no 
chance of remaining dry, 
while Spencer turned 
requests from the audi-
ence for “Silent Night” 
and “Joy to the World” 
into an improvised work 
of pipe organ mastery.  
Marks, a New York Uni-
versity piano perfor-
mance PhD candidate, 
displayed his considera-
ble prowess first with a 
movement from Mo-
zart’s Piano Concerto in 

D, then lat-
er with oth-
er members 
of Fifth 
House En-
semble in 
Bach’s Sona-
ta in E Mi-
nor for 
Flute and 
Continuo 
under a vid-
eo montage 
created by 
Fifth House 
for Hesed 
House.  To-
gether on 
the piano, 
Marks and 

Spencer accompanied 
the choir on “Ding Dong 
Merrily on High,” which 
was preceded by a de-
lightful a cappella version 
of “Sing We Now of 
Christmas” arranged by 
Diaconal Minister of Mu-
sic and Grace Chancel 
Choir member Bonnie 
Johansen-Werner.     

Earlier in the program, 
Gerald Finzi’s radiant “In 
Terra Pax” was present-
ed by the Chancel Choir, 
orchestra and soloists 
Andrew Rye (baritone) 
and Rebecca Davis 
(soprano) in the roles of 
poet and angel, respec-
tively.  Setting two vers-
es from Robert Bridges’ 
poem “Noel:  Christmas 
Eve, 1913” within the 
framework of St. Luke’s 
account of the angels’ 
appearance to the shep-
herds, Finzi’s musical 
narrative was (as the 

concert program notes 
promised) a “miniature 
masterpiece.” 
 

Joining the choir and 
orchestra in “Christmas 
Day” and “Climb to the 
Top of the Highest 
Mountain” was the 
Grace Treble Ensemble, 
comprised of the Junior 
Singers and treble voices 
from the youth choir and 
directed by Grace Direc-
tor of Children’s Choir 
Ministries Lynn Leitzen.  
The pure, sweet voices 
of the children reminded 
us that, despite the cha-
os and commercial dis-
traction of the holiday 
season, Christmas is a 
time of childlike awe and 
wonder.  Later in the 
evening, the children 
donned Santa hats as 
they listened to Mayor 
Pradel’s rousing rendi-
tion of “The Night Be-
fore Christmas.”   
 

Closing with “Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing,” 
which the congregation 
was invited to sing (as 
they were earlier on 
“The First Noel”), “Gift 
of Love” was indeed just 
that—not only for the 
beneficiary Hesed 
House, but for all who 
attended, participated, 
and will hold this won-
derful evening long in 
their hearts.  Bravo! 
 

For more fine upcoming 
concerts at Grace, visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org/
concerts, and read more 
about them on 6.   

“Gift of Love” Raises Thousands for Hesed House, Thrills Sold-Out Crowd 

Naperville’s Mayor George Pradel (center) treats the 
crowd to a rousing rendition of “The Night Before 
Christmas,” set to exhilarating orchestration from the 
Chicago Civic Orchestra, as part of the “Gift of Love” 
benefit concert December 18 in the Grace sanctuary.  
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Pastor’s Journal         
           

I am excited about the sermon series coming up in this month.  Beginning the second Sunday of January, 
we will be looking at New Testament principles of leadership in the church, in the community and in our 
families.   
 

While there are many resources on the question of leadership, the letter of Paul to Philemon demonstrates three specific 
attitudes of Christian leadership in the New Testament: a thankful attitude, a humble attitude, and a team attitude.  We 
will explore each of these.  These attitudes challenge the “rhetoric of scarcity” that drives much of the thinking about 
leadership in today’s world. 
 

Philemon is a little studied and little cited book of the Bible.  It is short, only 25 verses long, yet it is very special because it 
is a letter addressed from one church leader to another, making a very specific request.  It is not likely that you have 
heard a sermon on Philemon, let alone three of them.   
 

In the past twenty years, our understanding of the letter to Philemon has changed significantly.  In short, Paul asks a leader 
of the church, Philemon, to accept the return of a slave, Onesimus, as a brother in Christ.  This request defies the accept-
ed practice of the time.  The letter to Philemon was used in the slavery debates in the decade before the Civil War; how-
ever, it has not been much used for spiritual insight since. 
 

Come on this journey in January as we find spiritual insights for faithful attitudes for leadership in today’s world in this  
ancient letter from one leader to another.   

       Grace and Peace, 

January 2012 

 

Linking Up to Grace        By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

The Epiphany season begins 
early in January with the bap-
tism and temptation of Jesus 
and takes us through the early 
days of his ministry up until 
the season of Lent.  In this 
season, the church usually 
reflects upon and celebrates 
the growing leadership of Je-
sus and how he is recognized 
by more and more people as 
the Christ of God.  In his bap-
tism, according to the three 
Gospels, Jesus is called the 
beloved son of God, with 
whom God is well pleased, 
and the Holy Spirit descends 
upon him like a dove.  Then, 
he is chased, driven, or led by 
the Holy Spirit into the wil-
derness, where he is tempted 
for 40 days.  Afterward, he 
comes back to the community 
and begins his ministry, full of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

How would you tell the story 
of your faith journey?  When 
do you feel affirmed by God, 
as one of God’s children?  
When have you felt particular-
ly blessed or filled with the 

Holy Spirit?  Are there partic-
ular people or places that help 
you to know God’s blessing 
and call upon your life?   
 

I can remember my confirma-
tion; I was baptized as an in-
fant, so do not remember 
that, but I am always pleased 
to know that my grandfather 
baptized me.  At my confirma-
tion I remember feeling 
strongly that I was now con-
sciously claiming to live my life 
and make my decisions as a 
Christian.  I did not begin to 
explore the possibility of or-
dained ministry until later.  
But I still felt that my career 
and my daily life would be 
guided by God’s love and 
Christ’s life, as I would try to 
be kind and helpful to others 
and choose to bring blessing, 
justice, and peace to the 
world in whatever I would do.  
(At the time, I had not ruled 
out the presidency or the 
United Nations!:-p) 
 

How about you?  As we move 
toward our Lenten journey, 
and Pastor Bob leads us in 

reflections on Christian lead-
ership, it may be helpful to 
remember that Jesus calls us 
all into ministry, through our 
baptism and the claiming of 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance, 
power and blessing for our 
lives.  It may be, too, that our 
times of closest connection to 
God, Christ and Spirit are 
when we feel driven into or 
led out of a “wilderness” ex-
perience.  Sometimes our 
most difficult times are times 
when we are clearly reminded 
that God is still with us, and 
we can rely on God’s strength 
to help us through.  Have you 
found this to be true? I like 
the “Footprints” poem that 
reminds us that God carries 
us through some of our most 
troubled times.  I have certain-
ly experienced that and am so 
grateful that God also equips 
and blesses us to help carry 
each other through tough 
times—many hands make light 
work!  Many of you, along 
with God, carried our family 
through Rodney’s illness, and 

many help 
others in 
our church 
and commu-
nity through tough parts of 
our life journeys as well.  I like 
the image of us being the 
hands and feet of Christ in the 
world, as the “saints” have 
pointed out through history.  
 

Jesus clarified the purpose and 
direction of his ministry as 
well as his connection to and 
reliance upon God during his 
wilderness time.  That is our 
opportunity, too.  I look for-
ward to hearing your stories 
about leadership and journey 
in the coming months.  It 
brings such strength of Spirit 
and a sense of communion to 
share our stories with one 
another! It is a joy to know 
that we all are beloved, and 
called by God, and equipped 
by the Holy Spirit for this 
journey with Christ! 
Blessed to be sharing this 
stretch of the journey with 
you,   
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Saturday Evening Worship 
Offers Bi-Monthly Healing 
Oils—Join Us January 7! 

Twice per 
month, 
Grace’s 
Saturday 
Evening 
Worship 

service at 5:00 p.m. in the Activity 
Center offers anointing oils to those 
who wish to avail themselves of the 
healing aspects of this ancient, sacred 
practice that is still widely used today.  
The next Saturday Evening Worship 
with healing oils is coming up soon on 
Saturday, January 7, followed by an-
other oils service on January 28.  But 
every week at Saturday Evening Wor-
ship is special, as this friendly circle of 
worship offers an atmosphere of inti-
macy not often experienced in larger 
worship settings.  Each week features 
Holy Communion, stirring music led by 
Vickie Wagner, candlelight, an inspiring 
message, and tasty refreshments fol-
lowing the service.  What a wonderful 
way to end the week!  It’s a new 
year—why not try something new and 
attend Saturday Evening Worship?! 
 

“Lead With Love” Gathers 
Again This Month 
Friends, family, and concerned persons 
of the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender 
(GLBT) community are welcome to 
join another “Lead With Love” gather-
ing on Sunday, January 15, 4:00 p.m. 
in the home of Pastors Don Nis-
wonger and Carol Findon (608 Hyde 
Park Lane in Naperville).  As before, 
the group will share stories and have a 
time of fellowship.  All who are con-
cerned with becoming more intention-
ally inclusive of the GLBT community 
in the Christian way of following Jesus 
are most welcome to join us.  Please 
contact Pastors Don or Carol at 630-

416-8393 for 
further infor-
mation. 
 

Men’s Forum Challenges Us 
to Get Better, Not Bitter 
Men, join us on Friday, January 27, 
beginning with dinner at 6:00 p.m. in 
Room 254 for Fellowship of Christian 
Men’s Winter Forum, centered upon 
James W. Moore’s uplifting book You 
Can Get Bitter or Better.  Emphasizing 
the choice we all have when faced with 
life’s struggles to become bitter, or ask 
for God’s help and become better, 
Moore’s book is the basis for both the 
winter and spring FCM forums.  Books 
can be purchased in the church office 
at $15 per copy.  For further infor-
mation, contact Bob Pacanowski at 
630-355-0804 or bobfod@aol.com.  
Bring a friend… women, encourage 
your husbands to get out and join this 
fun, dynamic group of Christian men!   
 

Hunger and Heifer Thank 
Generous Grace Givers 
From Cindy Stonecipher and the Grace 
Hunger Committee... 

A huge thank 
you to all of 
you!  Through 
your kind con-
tributions to 
the Heifer 
Project, many 
more people 
all over the 

world—and, yes, the USA—will be 
getting the gifts of animals and, more 
importantly, education and self-
reliance.  As of the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service on December 18, Grace raised 
enough money for Heifer for an ark!  
We all know what a struggle these 
economic times have been for all, and 
to be able to send a check for $5,000 
to Heifer International is truly amazing. 
 

If By Some Miracle… 
...of the United States Postal Service’s 
bulk mail process, you happen to be in 
receipt of this newsletter on or before 
January 6 and you are inspired to sub-
mit a meditation, artwork, poem, or 
photograph for the 2012 Lenten daily 

devotions booklet that our members 
will receive for the Lenten season, the 
Lenten Task Force would be happy to 
accept your submission!  However, it 
MUST be received by Friday, Janu-
ary 6, preferably via e-mail to Merrill 
Litchfield at barmerlitch-
field@msn.com.  You may also turn in 
your submission in hard form to the 
church office, clearly marked with your 
name and “Lenten Devotions.” Our 
2012 topic is “Journey to Jerusalem”; 
you are encouraged to share some-
thing about the journeys of your life or 
faith as they relate to the journeys of 
Christ or other Biblical figures.  But 
there are no “rules” here!  Speak 
from your heart and your personal 
experience, and your offering will most 
certainly be a gift to your neighbors in 
Christ this Lenten season.  Please limit 
typed submissions to a half-page and 
hand-written submissions to a full 
page.  Please also include a Scripture 
reference or hymn number (if your 
devotion involves a hymn) as well as a 
brief closing prayer applicable to your 
devotion.  Please contact Merrill Litch-
field at 630-355-5239 or Angela 
McCurdy at 630-579-4626 with any 
questions or for further information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Want to find out about our 

Youth Summer Mission trips?  
Come to a meeting Sun., Feb. 
12, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary! 
 

Jesus didn’t turn people away.  Jesus didn’t turn people away.    
Neither should we.Neither should we.  

Women:  Save the Date 
Fri., Feb. 10 

For a Heartwarming 
Event with  

Nicki 
Anderson 

From the  
Evangelism 

Team 

 

Please submit news for the February edition of Grace Notes to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org  
or to the church office, ATTN:  Barb Ceruti, by Monday, January 30 
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T he Grace Foundation wishes to thank 
all who contributed in 2011 toward 

the accounts that benefit our church be-
yond our regular budget.  Your many, very 
generous contributions allowed us to reno-
vate and install the beautiful stained glass 
windows from the former Grace Church 

building in our current building.  Thank you for bringing our 
history forward so all can know our love of God! 
 

The wonderful memorial and other fund donations allowed 
the Foundation this year to help support our great music 
programs, enrich our youth programs, encourage new ideas, 
such as the Open Doors Ministry initiative, add to our 
growing library resources, and support members of our 

congregation who needed assistance.  We work mostly be-
hind the scenes, but you can visibly see the impact of your 
giving.  Thank you! 
 

If you have a passion for a particular program in our church 
and want to enhance it, or if you have a new idea you would 
like to initiate, we are here to work with you.  My personal 
passion is the Lacy Memorial Garden.  It gives me great joy 
each week to know that many of our loved ones are resting 
in a beautiful place of peace and love.  Join me in supporting 
your passion or in adding to the gifts of others.  Please call 
me at 630-420-7440 or any member of the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors with your ideas.  Further Grace Church 
Foundation information and Board member names can be 
found at www.peopleofgrace.org/grace_church_foundation. 

2012 Concerts Benefit NAMI, NCC Scholarships, Grace Summer Missions 
If you had the pleasure of attending the December 18 “Gift of Love” Christmas concert benefiting Hesed 
House (see page one), then you have an inkling of the kind of musical talent in store for us this new year 
from the Grace Concert Series’ Family Concert Series.  Artists from “Gift of Love” and more will treat us 
to the finest in vocal artistry, chamber music, pipe organ and piano, inspirational voice and violin, and the 
multisensory intrigue of one of today’s most unique musical troupes.  All concerts in the 2012 Series (see 
below) will benefit National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI), North Central College Music Intern-
ship/Scholarship, and Grace Summer Mission/Work Projects.  Tickets are affordably priced at $18 
adults/$13 seniors 65+/$7.50 students and can be purchased online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts or 
in the church office.  Contact Dan Wagner regarding sponsors’ benefits at 630-355-1748, ext. 232. 

Heartfelt Thanks From the Grace Church Foundation   By Ginny Lacy 
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Church Council Update  By Tom and Christine Ryan, Church Council Chairs 

G reetings 
and Hap-

py 2012 from 
the new Co-
Chairs of 
Church Coun-

cil, Tom and Christine Ryan!  We have 
been asked to serve in this position 
because of our active roles at Grace 
over the past 14 years, especially in the 
areas of Family and Mission Ministries.  
With our daughters Chelsea and Chloe 
at our sides, we’ve led Family and Chil-
dren’s Ministries, taught Sunday School, 
been a part of the “Café 234” youth 
room transformation, led small confir-
mation groups, helped establish the 
Hope @ Home local summer mission, 
and been heavily involved in Youth Fel-
lowship. 
 

As you might suspect, from our 
“laundry list” of church ministries, we 
are much more passionate about lead-

ership from the vision side of an organ-
ization than from its day-to-day man-
agement.  Enter our fellow members of 
Church Council and the Stewardship 
and Finance Committee. We’ve seen 
them in action on several occasions, 
but talk about a group of dedicated and 
professionally-minded church mem-
bers!  When it comes to church busi-
ness management, Grace is in very ca-
pable and caring hands.  In the near 
future, we plan to spend a good deal of 
time listening and learning, and of 
course, adding our own perspective to 
the mix. 
 

Now, to a little business:  On Decem-
ber 11, 2011, our annual Charge Con-
ference was held in Fellowship Hall, 
facilitated by our Aurora District Su-
perintendant Diana Facemyer. Various 
Committee Chairs gave uplifting re-
ports on such items as the 2012 budg-
et, Stewardship Campaign and Mission 

contributions as well as the still-
developing plan to repair and/or re-
place critical parts of our well-loved, 
but aging facility.  Tom Blair closed out 
the Conference by giving an update on 
how the Vital Congregations program 
is coming along as well as an outline of 
some important milestones for Grace 
to reach in the coming years in order 
to achieve our goals. 
 

In closing, we look forward to leading 
Church Council through all of its his-
toric obligations, but with a very special 
emphasis on engaging more of our chil-
dren and their families in the ministries 
and activities at Grace.  Fostering these 
connections is not only essential for 
future growth, but is needed now, as 
we already know.  With the various 
committees and interests of Grace as-
sembled monthly around the Church 
Council table, we can’t think of a more 
fitting place to make this happen. 

When Jesus entered the city 
of Jerusalem riding on a don-
key, people responded. It 
was a particular statement to 
a particular people, who rec-
ognized it and replied. But 
what was being said? What 
was being heard? What was 
Jesus doing, and why? What 
can this tell us about who he 
understood himself to be? 
What does it tell us today 
about who he is? N. T. 
Wright, chair of New Testa-
ment and Early Christianity 
at the University of St. An-
drews and former Bishop of 
Durham, takes up these 
questions in Simply Jesus: A 
New Vision of Who He Was, 
What He Did, and Why He 
Matters. Wright’s career has 
been both academic and pas-
toral, a “vocation which our 
present culture usually splits 

into two,” but 
which he sees 
as a single 
whole: “the 
Jesus whom I 
study histori-
cally is the Je-
sus I worship 
as part of the threefold unity 
of the one God…the Jesus 
whom I preach is the Jesus 
who lived and died as a real 
human being in first-century 
Palestine.” In Simply Jesus, 
Wright sees Jesus as posing 
both a question and a chal-
lenge:  “The question is fairly 
simple: Who exactly was he? 
This includes the questions, 
What did he think he was up 
to? What did he do and say, 
why was he killed, and did he 
rise from the dead? The chal-
lenge is likewise fairly simple: 
since he called people to fol-
low him, and since people 
have been trying to do that 

ever since, what might 
‘following him’ entail? How 
can we know if we are on 
the right track?” 
 

Rob Bell was one of Time 
magazine’s 100 Most Influen-
tial People for 
2011. A gradu-
ate of 
Wheaton Col-
lege, he found-
ed Mars Hill 
Bible Church 
in 1999. He 
has recently 
moved to Los Angeles, 
where he will be working 
with Carlton Cruse of Lost 
on Stronger, a series loosely 
based on Bell’s life. The pro-
ject was recently sold to 
ABC. His most recent book, 
Love Wins: A Book about 
Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of 
Every Person Who Ever Lived 
was a New York Times Best-

seller this year.  In the pref-
ace, Bell writes, “I’ve written 
this book for all those, eve-
rywhere, who have heard 
some version of the Jesus 
story that caused their pulse 
rate to rise, their stomach to 
churn, and their heart to 
utter those resolute words, 
‘I would never be a part of 
that.’”  Elsewhere, he says, 
“Often times when I meet 
atheists and we talk about 
the god they don’t believe in, 
we quickly discover that I 
don’t believe in that god ei-
ther.” For Bell, Christianity is 
“a deep, wide, diverse 
stream that’s been flowing 
for thousands of years, car-
rying a staggering variety of 
voices, perspectives, and ex-
periences.”  
 

“Visit the Library to grow 
in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 
 

New From N.T. Wright and Rob Bell By Angela McCurdy 
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he day could 
have not been 
more perfect for 

the second Sunday of 
December, as 40 chil-
dren, youth, and adults 
from Grace loaded up 
their cars with the gifts 
our congregation pro-
vided for the children 
of Trinity UMC and 
headed to Joliet. Last 
year, we were faced 
with a cold wind, 
blowing and drifting 
snow, and slippery 
roads and sidewalks. 
But this year, the sun 
was out and the tem-
perature was around 
40 degrees. Thanks to 
the help of the Youth 
Chorale and the fami-
lies of Grace traveling 
with us, we made 
short work of loading 
and unloading our gifts 
for 94 children at Trin-
ity, after which we 
joined approximately 
250 children and par-

ents of Trinity for a 
delicious lunch, which 
they provided. We 
couldn’t take our eyes 
off of the adorable 
small children dressed 
for their Christmas 
pageant as animals, 
angels, shepherds, wise 
men, and Mary and 
Joseph. The Star of 
Bethlehem was also 
there, in the form of a 
small boy wearing a 
beautiful gold star with 
a hole in the middle 
for his head. The chil-
dren in the animal cos-
tumes looked like 
stuffed animals—we 
wanted to give them 
each a big hug, they 
were so cute! 
 

After our delicious 
meal, we went upstairs 
and assembled for the 
Christmas pageant. 
Trinity Pastor Carolina 
Garcia provided the 
words and music to 
Silent Night in both 
Spanish and English. 
We sang the words in 
both languages to get 
the program started. A 
second carol was sung 
in Spanish. Then it was 
time for the 18 mem-
bers of our Grace 
Youth Chorale (under 
the direction of Dan 
Wagner, with accom-
paniment from Vickie 

Wagner) to 
present a beau-
tiful program of 
Christmas 
songs, some of 
them in Spanish. 
One of the 
members of the 
Chorale 
brought her 
cello and played 
a beautiful med-
ley of Christmas 
carols. Then the 
Trinity children be-
came the stars, as the 
story of the first 
Christmas was retold. 
Though they were 
very excited, they 
were on their very 
best behavior as each 
part of the story was 
told, with shepherds, 
angels, and wise men 
slowly joining Mary, 
Joseph, the baby Jesus, 
and the Star of Bethle-
hem on stage. I suspect 
there were at least 50 
children in the pageant. 
It was done so well, it 
could not have been 
done better by profes-
sionals!  
 

When it was time to 
pass out the Christmas 
presents, the children’s 
eyes and smiles were 
big as they came for-
ward to receive their 
gifts. Of course, they 
wanted to open them 

immediately, but wise-
ly, Pastor Carolina 
asked everyone to 
wait until they got 
home.  
 

We concluded by sing-
ing Feliz Navidad, and 
the grateful parents 
and children quickly 
departed for their 
homes. Pastor Caroli-
na hugged every per-
son from Grace 
Church in a show of 
her gratitude!   
 

Many thanks to all the 
families of Grace who 
gave so generously to 
the children of Trinity, 
and to the Grace 
Youth Chorale, who 
sang so beautifully and 
were so helpful in 
loading and unloading 
the gifts, assembling 
them in numerical or-
der, and giving them 
out.  Special thanks to 
Dan and Vickie Wag-

ner, as Trinity at pre-
sent has no live music 
for their worship ser-
vices, and their pres-
ence was  truly a gift 
to the children and 
families. The Chorale’s 
blend was outstanding, 
their solos right on 
pitch and loud enough 
to hear without ampli-
fication.   
 

It was a truly wonder-
ful day filled with joy 
and love, and it repre-
sented the true spirit 
of Christmas—giving a 
gift without expecting 
one in return. And I 
will not soon forget 
the little children with 
their adorable animals 
hats and costumes...I 
will think of them and 
smile!  As Tiny Tim 
said in Charles Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol, 
“God Bless Us, Every-
one!”  

Gracias, Feliz Navidad From Trinity UMC By Ralph Keiser, Religion and Race Commission Chair 

NCC Offers Community Events In Celebration of MLK, Jr. 
Naperville’s North Central College is celebrating the life and vision of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. the week of January 15-21 with the following events, open to the community: 
• Sunday, Jan. 15, 3:00pm at Wentz Hall—Musical Tribute to MLK, Jr. from the Chicago 

Sinfonietta; reserve tickets at 630-687-5151, or visit northcentralcollege.edu/showtix. 
• Mon., Jan. 16, 7:00am at White Activities Center (second floor)—Prayer Breakfast fea-

turing Rev. Tracy Smith Malone (breakfast is free, but reservations are required; call 630-637-5151). 
• Sat., Jan. 21, 7:00pm at Pfeiffer Hall—Catch the spirit of the Lord and the spirit of Dr. King at a “Gospel Extrava-

ganza”; reserve tickets at 630-687-5151 or northcentralcollege.edu/showtix.   
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Rachel L. Bowser, mother of Janice Carpenter 
Paul Brignac, father of Rene Brignac 
John Curcio, friend of Gary Reese 
Mardelle Fleming 
Van Goss, father of Vanessa Coffey 
Gail Koehler, friend of Sue Burkwald 
Virginia Larkin, mother of Jan Cosgrove 
Dorothy Loppnow, aunt and great-aunt of Cynthia Rupp 
and Cheryl Ameiss, respectively 
Ken Swanson, father of Dave Swanson 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Chase Elizabeth, daughter of Kevin and Megan Ginley and 
granddaughter of Chip and Pat Dunne, was born on Novem-
ber 27 
Caleb Arthur, son of Katie and Jim Hamann and grandson of 
Skip and Becky Hornbeck, was born on December 9 
Kay Novak celebrates her 91st birthday on January 7; please 
send greetings to 6803 Telluride Court, Lisle, IL  60532 

                            Baptisms 
Briella Rose, daughter of Adam and Kimberly Taylor, was 
baptized on December 11 

                              Letters 
Dear Grace Family: 
 

I would like to thank all of you for the wonderful cards you sent for 
my recent birthday.  You are truly great friends!  God bless you all! 
    —Pastor Bill Bryan 
 

Dear Grace Family: 
 

It is difficult for me to adequately express my thanks to all of you 
for your loving attention during my surgery and recovery.  From 
wonderful meals brought to my home by Val Michael and the 
Staff-Parish Committee, visits and calls from our Pastors, flowers 
and encouraging messages from the choir members, to every word 
on every card, you made me feel like a member of a real family!  
Now I’m ready to come back home! 
 

For all your loving care, thank you...thank you. 
    —Nancy Staton 
Dear Grace Staff: 
 

I would like to thank the staff of Grace United Methodist Church 
for providing my students with an outstanding setting for the holi-
day piano recital.  Students and parents alike loved the acoustics 
and the sense of holiday spirit.  The piano was wonderful.  I could 
not wish for anything more.     
    —Fondly, Renata Yuill 
 

Editor’s Note:  If you have a letter, celebration, or news you would 
like to share with the Grace family in Grace Notes, please contact 
Barb Ceruti at gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 630-355-1748, 
ext. 240.  Please notify Sharon Ferguson in the church office (630-
355-1748, ext. 223) of any deaths, births or baptism requests.   

 

       Animal Attraction! 

 

Happy New Year!  Just as Father 
Time has to give way to the baby 
New Year, Lumpi (left in above pho-
to) will be retiring from the Animal 
Assisted Therapy program at Edward 
Hospital soon—hopefully, to be fol-
lowed by the newest member of the 
Hoch family, Buddy (right).  Lumpi 

has enjoyed almost 10 years of visiting and bringing cheer 
to patients at Edward, especially members of our own 
Grace Church family.  Barbara hopes to continue in the 
therapy program with little Buddy, who is just six months 
old.  Both Lumpi and Buddy are miniature long-haired 
Dachshunds.   
 

 
 
Send Us Your Animal Photos—Wild Ones, Too!  
Please send your favorite animal photos to Barb Ceruti at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the of-
fice to Barb’s attention (photos will be returned upon request).  
Your photos do not have to be of domesticated pets; they can 
also be of animals in your yard, on vacation, on safari, at the 
park, wherever...as long as they’re your photos or those taken 
by someone you know.  No internet downloads, please!  If pos-

sible, please submit a write-up about the photo 
as well (your pet’s “story” or a description of 
where you were when you photographed the 
animal).  Thank you for keeping this column 
going!  Photos will be published in the order re-
ceived, unless (in the case above) the photo is 

applicable only to a particular time of year.   

January 2012 


