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 ARE YOU AN EARLY RISER? 
Hesed House needs breakfast servers 5:00-7:00am on 
January 12, February 9 and/or March 9 

Please contact Bob Owensby at 
630-416-4513 if you would like to 

help or find out more. 

Coming January 16 from 
the Grace Concert Series... 
The U.S. NAVAL 
ACADEMY 
MEN’S GLEE 
CLUB at Grace!   

The Grace Concert Series is honored to present the USNA Men’s 
Glee Club in concert SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 7:30 P.M. SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 7:30 P.M. in the 
Grace Sanctuary.  This distinguished men’s chorale has performed 
on national television, in venues abroad, and with some of the 
country’s finest symphonies.  Don’t miss this wonderful, patriotic 
musical experience!  Purchase tickets in the Grace Church office or 
online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts (a small online fee applies) 
GENERAL ADMISSION:  $15 
STUDENTS/SENIORS 65+/ACTIVE MILITARY $10 
ARTISTS’ CIRCLE RESERVED FRONT AND CENTER SEATING $20/$15 

Also Coming This Month 
From the Grace Concert  
Series… 
 
Naperville’s Own  
Ben Wahlund and the 

Screaming  
Norwegians  
Percussion Ensemble  
Sunday, Jan. 23, 3:00pm 
Tickets $10 
$5 Students and Srs. 65+ 
Purchase in the church office or at  
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
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 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    By John Bodine, Church Council Chair 

        

                Church Council ended the 
     year 2010 with a Charge 
     Conference on December 
15 led by District Superintendent Diana 
Facemyer. This is our “annual report” 
to the District Superintendent, includ-
ing formal approval of our 2011 per-
sonnel and budget matters.  Also ap-
proved was an unchanged level of ap-
portionment and allowance for 
“slippage” on Estimates of Giving of 
about $50,000, similar to what we’ve 
experienced at Grace over the last two 
years. This effectively reduced the 
budget from $1,616,979 for 2010 to 
$1,575,607 for 2011.  Current staffing 
will remain intact, and a stronger em-
phasis will be placed on programs and 
missions. Grace also completed appor-
tionment payments in full for 2010, an 
accomplishment much appreciated by 
our conference in a very difficult year 
for most of our District. 
 

It’s always interesting to recap activities 
and initiatives and assess progress and 
changes during the year. Membership 
has remained relatively steady at 2,817, 
compared to 2,821 a year ago. Growth 
in membership remains a strong objec-
tive, and further efforts in this area are 
being considered by the Evangelism 

Committee and our staff. A Campaign 
for Discipleship was adopted during 
2010 by Church Council to support 
and encourage members who are not 
fully engaged in the activities of Grace 
to step up through a “pledge” process 
and increase their “discipleship.” 
 

Our parsonages were inspected and 
found to be in good condition, with 
recent repairs and maintenance com-
pleted and no mortgage debt. Trustees 
completed other maintenance on 
Grace grounds and structures as 
planned as well as sealing and restriping 
of our parking lots in October. The 
Grace Foundation continues in stable 
condition in spite of the economy, with 
a progressive approach to matching 
funds for worthy and appropriate pro-
jects and initiatives; we are on track to 
optimize our use of these funds. 
 

Though 2010 started with difficult staff 
reductions related to the poor econ-
omy, recovery of spirit, engagement, 
and energy during the year has been 
inspiring. Our now familiar Children & 
Family Council was formed and devel-
oped over 2010 to provide a coherent 
approach to better serving children and 
young families. Together with NOW 
Council, a very broad array of activities 

by member committees was coordi-
nated during the year, and there has 
been a surge of energy and engagement 
within the Youth Program. Two signifi-
cant developments during the year are 
a testament to the effectiveness of the 
new Children & Family Council and the 
Youth Program: 1) Room 234 was 
completely renovated and refurnished; 
2) a youth-generated concept for a fall 
children’s event was integrated with 
Children & Family Council’s efforts to 
create a Fall Festival focused on fami-
lies—a tremendous success! Worship 
has been blessed with continued 
strengthening of our music program, 
and multi-media capabilities with a new 
Sanctuary projector donated by a 
Grace family have been effectively used 
throughout the year and at Christmas 
for the second year in a row. 
 

Good things are happening at Grace! 
Thanks for your continuing engagement 
and support. If you’re missing the op-
portunity to bring your talents and en-
ergy to bear, consider signing on for a 
“step up” through our Campaign for 
Discipleship. Your gifts of time are 
needed and will be as fulfilling for you 
as they are for those who receive 
them! 

Pastor’s Journal          

A Season of Renewal 
 
The Christmas season goes by with all its attendant flurry of activity, and January settles in around us.  
This is the season of resolutions and renewed purpose.  This is the time when many people seek to do 
what they should have been doing all along.  We make commitments with ourselves to be better this 
year than last. 

 

We hope and pray that 2011 is a better year than the past one, with unemployment and underemployment, with uncer-
tainty and war.  We began 2010 with a devastating earthquake in Haiti.  That island nation struggles to recover.  The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is still there in your name building partnerships that will collaborate in 
the long process of restoration.  The work continues, but in this season we seek renewal. 
 

At Grace, Simply Christian—a book by N. T. Wright—will be the basis of our conversations for the New Year and the  
resource we’ll be using for our all-church study.  As we look at what it means to be a Christian in today’s world, I hope 
you will be moved to renew your commitment as a follower of Christ.  Like the shepherds who came to the manger and 
saw God’s reality, we will proclaim the Christ of God. 
 

         Grace and Peace, 
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News deadline for February Grace 
Notes: Monday, Jan. 24 

Submit news to gumcnotes@ 
peopleofgrace.org or call 
 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd.,  
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

Grace Church Foundation  
Celebrates Gifts of 2010 
By Ginny Lacy 

As we begin 2011, your 
Grace Church Foundation 
wants to thank you for your 
support and encouragement. 
Our Memorial Funds and 

Endowments continue to grow through con-
servative investment policies and the bless-
ings of your generous spirit. 
 

Have you been to the Grace Library yet?  
Treva Brashears and her hard-working com-
mittee have given Grace a gift of immeasur-
able worth.  There are reference books, 
children’s and adult fiction and non-fiction, 
plus other media for you to use in your 
studies and your walk in faith.  The Founda-
tion was pleased to be a part of this grand 
endeavor.       

Many of our Endowed and Memorial Funds 
(coordinated by Winnie Graver and her 
committee) were used to help renovate 

Room 234.   Our youth program is growing 
in numbers as Grace youth invite their 
friends to participate in Bible Study and so-
cial activities in their new space.       

Did you know that the Foundation also 
funded the Synergy Brass Quintet at Grace, 
which you enjoyed in December, and other 
music experiences at Grace?  Generous do-
nors have established accounts in the Foun-
dation to enhance many of the established 
programs at Grace, including our Music De-
partment.        

In addition to programs, the Foundation also 
cares about the people at Grace.  This year, 
two new funds will add to those already en-
dowed to help members of our congrega-
tion in emergency situations and in funding 
health and wellness programs.        

Watch each month for news about the ac-
tivities of the Grace Foundation.  Call Ginny 
with questions (630-420-7440), and visit our 
web page at www:peopleofgrace.org./
grace_church_foundation.   

Would you like a unique way 
to honor or memorialize 
someone special, or cele-
brate a meaningful event?  
The Grace Library would be 
happy to assist you by pur-
chasing books and materials 
“in honor of” or “in memory 
of” someone special.  If you 
are interested in honoring a 
member, memorializing 
someone deceased, or cele-
brating a special event, you 
can do so by donating to the 

Grace Library through a spe-
cial fund that is designated 
for the enhancement of the 
library and its collection.  
Suggestions of titles for pur-
chase are also welcome, and 
special labels, imprinted with 
the honoree or deceased 
person’s name, will be ap-
plied to materials purchased.  
Please also consider donating 
new library materials or 
funds in celebration of spe-
cial events, such as births, 

birthdays, and anniversaries.  
Labels available for imprinting 
are:  In Honor Of..., 
In Memory Of..., and Donated 
By… 
 

Thank you for considering 
the Grace Library collection 
as a recipient of your special 
donations.  Questions re-
garding this notice can be 
directed to Ginny Lacy, 
Treva Brashears, or Marlene 
Atkins. 

Honor, Memorialize, Celebrate Through the Grace Library 

Jan. 21 
Men’s 
Event  
This year, 
Grace Fel-
lowship of 
Christian 
Men will be 

studying former Indianapolis 
Colts coach Tony Dungy’s 
book Uncommon.  On Friday, 
January 21, beginning with 
dinner at 6:00 p.m. in Room 
254, FCM will hold its first 
Friday forum of the year, 
based on Dungy’s book.  All 
men of Grace and the com-
munity are welcome!  RSVP 
with Bob Pacanowski at  
bobfod@aol.com or 630-
355-0804; books are available 
for purchase in the church 
office at $20/copy. 

Lenten Writers Needed! 
Writers, poets, artists, lend us your contribu-

tions for our 2011 Lenten devotions booklet!  Our 
theme this year is “Why Jesus?,” taken from the book 
of the same name.  Why do we follow Jesus?  Most of 
us have had experiences serving and/or studying Jesus.  
Please share them!   If you need help getting started, 
there will be a guidelines book in the church office; oth-
erwise, just follow your heart—there is no “incorrect” 
devotion!  Please submit contributions by Monday, 
January 31, to the church office, ATTN:  Merrill Litch-
field.  Contact Merrill at 630-355-5239 or Pastor Lisa at 
630-355-1748, ext. 226, for further information.  

WOMEN:  SAVE THE DATE! 
Friday, Feb. 25, 7:00pm 
“A Heartwarming  

Event” 
Featuring author and 

speaker Allie Pleiter and 
delicious dessert!  

Parent’s Day Out  
2011-12 Registration: 
For Grace Families:  Sun., Jan. 16, 
between services, Activity Center 
For Current PDO Families, Alter-
nates and Alumni:  Wed., Jan. 19, 
9:30am in Fellowship Hall 
For the Community:  Wed., Jan. 
19, 10:30am in Fellowship Hall 
Parent’s Day Out is a childcare pro-
gram at Grace for children ages 1-4, 
one day/week, M-F, during the 
school year.  Visit them on the web: 
www.peopleofgrace.org/parent_s_day_out. 

  WSEA Workshops 
Housed at Grace, WSEA Tu-
toring is offering a Positive 
Parenting Workshop on 
Tues., January 25, 7:15 p.m. in 
Room 226.  Also available is a 
6-week Study Skills Work-
shop for grades 4-12 and a 6-
week Phonics is Phun Work-
shop for grades 2-4.  Call 
630-922-8100 for dates/fees. 
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     Welcome, 2011 UMW Officers! 
 

Grace United Methodist Women are pleased to present 
their Executive Committee for 2011: 
 

Co-Presidents:  Sandy Bray and Ruth Wills 
Co-Vice Presidents:  Sandy Leedy and Lillian Volz 
Recording Secretary:  Brenda Gregory 
Corresponding Secretary:  Liz Schmuckal 
Treasurer:  Deb Stamm 
Mission Coordinators: 

Spiritual Growth - Erma Bryan 
Social Action - Margaret Blake  
Membership Nurture/Outreach - Erin O’Brien  
Education and Interpretation - Miriam Lehman  
Program Resources - Linda Bodine 

Communications: 
Yearly Directory - Joan Meador & Janet Hilsenbeck 
Monthly Program - Teri Heyson 
Publicity - Joyce Payne 

Nominations Chairpersons: 
Ro Willard 
Brenda Gregory 
Judi Poland 
Marian Widmoyer 

Hospitality:  Carol Muscato and Ruby Allen 
Child Care Coordinator:  Margaret Harrison 
Church Women United:  Mary Eesley 
Historian:  Winnie Graver 
Aurora District:  Lillian Volz 
Sub-Groups: 

Book Discussion Group:  Mary Abe 
Craft Group: Traci Limes 
Quilt Group: Millie Craig 
Martha-Esther Circle: Amy Song 
Mary Circle: Ruby Allen 
Priscilla Circle: Martha Johnson 
Ruth Circle: Mary Lou Eldredge and Val Dudley 
Sarah Circle: Julie Cunningham 

Fundraiser Chairs: 
“CIN” Sunday: Liz Schmuckal 
Hamball Luncheon: Linda Bodine 
Mistletoe Marketplace: Margaret Harrison 
 

Thank You From CORR and the Children of  
Trinity UMC 
By Ralph Keiser 
 

On Sunday, December 
12, members of the 
Grace Commission on 
Religion and Race 
(CORR) were filled with 
joy and excitement as we 
transported the 105 gifts 
the people of Grace so 
willingly and generously 
provided for the needy 
children of Trinity UMC 
in Joliet.  We placed 
these gifts around the 
Christmas tree in the 
Trinity sanctuary and 
were then treated to a 
tasty Mexican potluck 
lunch.  After lunch, the 
lights were turned out 
and we each lit a candle and proceeded through the doors of 
Trinity, singing the Spanish carols of “Las Posadas,” Mary and Jo-
seph’s search for a place to stay upon arriving in Bethlehem.  Af-
ter worship, conducted by Trinity Pastor Carolina and Grace Pas-
tor Lisa in both Spanish and English, we gave the children their 
gifts, which they were asked to wait until they got home to open.  
You can only imagine how excited they were waiting through 
lunch and worship to receive their gifts, then having to take them 
home first to open them!  The bright eyes, warm smiles and 
thank you’s of the children and their parents were all very touch-
ing.  As we said our goodbyes, we received many warm hand-
shakes and hugs from Trinity families and Pastor Carolina.  We 
left with our hearts overflowing with gratitude for the many bless-
ings we all receive, but do not always recognize, until we see 
what others do without.  Please know that your generosity made 
some needy children at Trinity UMC very happy this past Christ-
mas!  Blessings and thanks from CORR! 

“HOT” AND “CIN” SUNDAYS COMING! 
 

January 23:  H.O.T. Sunday!  Come to the Activity 
Center and see How Outreach Transforms!  Learn 
about all the many missions of Grace and how YOU can 
get involved! 
January 30:  “CIN” Sunday!  Follow your nose to 
the Activity Center, where United Methodist Women 
will have tasty homemade cinnamon buns for us to sa-
vor!  Also, participate in UMW’s silent auction for a 
chance to own one of Grace Quilters’ lovely handmade 
quilts.  Proceeds benefit Grace youth summer missions. 

REVS. DON NISWONGER AND CAROL  
FINDON ARE CURRENTLY LEADING A 12-WEEK 

11:00 A.M. ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
“FIRST LIGHT:  JESUS AND THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD.”  COME FIND OUT WHY JESUS WAS SO 

CENTERED ON THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND 
WHAT IT MEANS FOR US TODAY.  STUDY  

INCLUDES A VIDEO, PRINTED MATERIALS AND 
GROUP DISCUSSION.  JOIN US IN ROOM 254! 
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By Lori Fahs 
 

O n a flight I took 
alone in August of 

2009, I had an epiphany. 
I had not flown without 
a child in the seat next 
to me for a few years, 
and when I sat down in 
the airline seat, I could 

not put the armrest 
completely down. It was 
resting on my thigh. I 
realized that I had be-
come one of the people 
that you hoped did not 
sit next to you on a 
flight. I knew that I had 
gotten heavy after three 
pregnancies, but I had 
not admitted to myself 
how much weight I had 
really gained. I decided 
on that flight that I had 
to make some drastic 
changes in my life. My 
mom and sister encour-
aged me to do Weight 
Watchers with them. 
We all started in Sep-
tember. I really liked the 
program, because you 
can eat regular food; 
you just have to keep 
track of how much you 
are eating each day. I 
also liked the recipes, 
and we quickly found 
some lower fat versions 
of our favorites. I also 
made the decision that I 

needed to add exercise 
into the routine if I 
really was going to suc-
ceed and then keep the 
weight off. I joined a 
local gym and also made 
the decision to hire a 
personal trainer 
through that gym. I 
really feel that the 
trainer was a big key to 
my early success and 
that really motivated me 
to push myself harder, 
because I could see 
what I was capable of. It 
truly isn't possible to 
push yourself as hard as 
someone else can. Also, 
there is definitely a mo-
tivating factor in having 
to get on a scale for 
someone else every 
week. Having that 
trainer on my side for 
the beginning of my 
journey really helped 
keep me on track. 
 

In the early days of this 
journey, I prayed for 
will power. I prayed for 
the ability to be strong 
when tempted. That 
first holiday season was 
hard, and I really believe 
that prayer got me 
through. I was able to 
continue losing weight 
all through the end of 
2009. It did get easier 
to resist the temptation 
of fattening foods as the 
months went by. I got 
to the place where I 
could not eat what I 
used to, both in the 
type of food and the 
quantity.  
 

By March I had lost 
enough weight to add 
running into my routine. 
I had never liked run-
ning when I was 
younger, but I really 
enjoyed jogging and it 

gave me a tangible goal 
to work towards: run-
ning a 5K race. I accom-
plished that goal in Sep-
tember of 2010 and 
really enjoyed myself. I 
still run at least twice a 
week and am hoping to 
run a 10K some time in 
the summer or fall of 
2011. I find myself so 
humbled when I run. It 
gives me time to reflect 
on how far I have come 
and praise God for 
helping me get there.  
If I am outside, I marvel 
at nature as I listen to 
praise music on my 
iPod. If I am running on 
a treadmill, I can't help 
but remember when 
walking at level 3.5 

would put me com-
pletely out of breath, 
and now I run at level  
6 to challenge myself. 
 

I feel so wonderful 
every day. Physically, I 
enjoy exercise and get-
ting up and doing things 
now. I don't have the 
aches and pains I used 
to when I was carrying 
all the extra weight 
around. Mentally, I am 

more confident and 
outgoing. I like who I 
am more now, because 
I feel like this is the 
body that God gave me, 
and now I am being a 
good steward of what I 
have been given. Spiritu-
ally I am looking for-
ward so much to what 
the future has in store. I 
have conquered the 
biggest issue that has 
been hanging over me 
for so long, and now I 
can focus my energy on 
other pursuits. 
 

I really believe that I 
have turned a corner in 
my life. I don't view 
food the same way I 
used to. I still enjoy 
food and foods that are 
not “good” for you, but 
I don't crave them con-
stantly like I used to.  
 

The most rewarding 
aspect of this whole 
process has been two-
fold. The first part is 
very shallow, but hon-
est. I love being able to 
go shopping anywhere 
and wear the latest 
fashions. I enjoy how I 
look in clothes and care 
more about my appear-
ance now. The second 
side is more altruistic. I 
am so humbled and 
honored that people say 
to me that I inspire 
them. I hope that my 
journey can inspire oth-
ers to make healthy 
choices in their lives 
and give them motiva-
tion to see that anyone 
can do this. If I can be 
an inspiration to just 
one person, then all the 
sweat and prayers are 
worth it. 

Hope for a New Year and a New Way of Living 
From the Editor: 
This Christmas, I received 
many greeting cards, 
most of which featured 
photos of the senders’ 
families.  One card in 
particular stuck out—the 
one from the Fahs family 
here at Grace.  Along 
with dad Brian and 
children Connor, Caitlyn 
and little Kendall was 
Lori, the mother in the 
family, who has lost 
nearly an entire person in 
weight over the past 14 
months. I have seen 
Lori’s transformation 
evolve, as she and I 
participate in the Grace 
Praise Team together.  
But looking at that card 
made me wonder how 
many people who 
received it wouldn’t even 
recognize her.   
 

While Lori has lost 90 
pounds since September 
of 2009, her story is 
about more than 
shrinking dress sizes, and 
I asked her to share it 
with our Grace family not 
only as an inspiration for 
a new year, but as a 
testament to the power 
of faith and trust in God 
when we need to make 
major changes in our 
lives.  Perhaps this story 
will inspire others in our 
congregation to come 
forth with your “success 
stories,” whatever they 
be, as the year 
progresses.  I encourage 
you to contact me so 
that together we may 
witness the power of 
God’s love in the lives of 
those around us.     

 —Barb Ceruti 
 

gumcnotes@ 
peopleofgrace.org or 
630-355-1748, ext. 240. 

Before 

After 
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T his month we are begin-
ning our two-month all-

church book study of Simply 
Christian, exploring with Pas-
tor Bob and our Sunday 
School classes and study 
groups what it means to be a 
disciple and how we live out 
our basic beliefs in our eve-
ryday lives and world.  For 
Lent, we will be looking 
again at Jesus – who was he 
for his day, and who is he for 
us in our day?  Why do we 
follow him?  Why does he 
make sense for our lives to-
day?  Where do we encoun-
ter him, and what difference 
does that make for our daily 
lives and decisions? 
 

As we think about who is 
Jesus and what we believe 

about him and how we live 
our lives with him, I offer 
this poem, a re-write I did of 
the hymn “Amazing Grace” 
back in my seminary days: 
 

Amazing Grace, You shall come 
down 
to dry our salty tears 
to embrace our wounded, bitter 
souls 
and calm our panicked fears. 
 

You come to us on bended 
knee 
Your hands and eyes which feel 
The pain, the rage, the fear, 
the need 
For one who hears and grieves. 
 

Amazing Grace, Your arms 
embrace 
You do not clench your fist 
You don’t stand up to talk to us 

But kneel to share our need. 
 

It’s hard to feel You one-on-one 
Your Presence is so great. 
We’d rather leave you way out 
there 
Than see You when You break. 
 

Dear God, help us to feel Your 
pain 
Your Soul which cries with us 
Your Spirit which dies in every 
death 
And seeks to bear us up. 
 

Help us to cry, to share our 
pain 
To die and rise again, 
To love in death, to dance in 
birth 
To see you, God, within. 
 

Lisa Eileen Krell 
February 23, 1984 
 

 

We shared 
this song at 
our Sisters 
retreat in 
December, 
after our study of “Trans-
forming Discipleship.” 
I invite you to pray it (or sing 
it!), and consider where you 
encounter Jesus and how 
you might increase the time 
you spend with him as part 
of your new year of commit-
ment as his disciple!  May we 
all be transformed by his 
grace, in service to his fam-
ily!   
 

May blessings to all abound, 
as we walk with Jesus in 
2011, 

Linking Up to Grace      By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

Jr. Singers, Children’s Bells Bring Christmas 
Spirit to Local Retirement Centers 
By Angela Sterchi 

 

On December 12, children from 
Grace’s Junior Singers and Chil-
dren’s Bell Ensemble joined to-
gether to present a program of 
Christmas hymns and carols at 
two local retirement communi-
ties.  Residents of both Independ-
ence Village in Naperville and 
The Devonshire in Lisle were 
treated to a mini-concert includ-

ing the handbell choir, vocal performances with solos, and a holiday 
sing-along.  In all, about 30 children and youth participated, along with 
their directors and parent drivers/chaperones.   Several Grace shut-in 
families were also surprised with some door-to-door caroling in-
between the two venues.  The afternoon was wrapped up with a pizza 
party for the children back at Grace. 
 

Lynn Leitzen, Director of Grace’s Children’s Music Ministry, and An-
gela Sterchi, Director of the Children’s Bell Ensemble, would like to 
thank the parent drivers and chaperones who helped make this day 
possible and the generous donation of angel ornaments from Grace 
crafters.  These ornaments were given as gifts to the residents by the 
children at the conclusion of each concert. 
 

Caroling in the community is an annual event for these two choirs and 
a wonderful opportunity for our children to share in the spirit of giving 
during the Christmas season.  It is a heartwarming outing and a joy to 
hear the children and residents singing beloved carols together. 

Open Doors Ministry To Host 
“Meet and Greet” 

The Grace Open Doors Ministry 
works to meet the spiritual, educa-
tional, and social needs of children 
and young people requiring special 
attention.  On Sunday, February 
13, 11:00 a.m. in Room 233, this 

new ministry will host an introductory “meet-
and-greet” session for parents, guardians and 
relatives of children and young people in our 
community with physical, mental, or other spe-
cial needs. At this session, we hope to promote 
informal conversation and find common ground 
for action, mutual support, and camaraderie. 
While the Open Doors Ministry desires to facili-
tate and continue support of participants in any 
way possible, follow-up depends upon the con-
nections made.  Please be advised that the Open 
Doors Ministry is committed to maintaining con-
fidentiality in line with the needs of those served. 
The Ministry’s work is expected to evolve de-
pending on individual and group desires.  With 
this exciting opportunity, we welcome input and 
suggestions from others who may desire to par-
take in this important work!   
 

For more information, please contact Laurel or 
Mark Fleming at (630) 983-6624, Co-Chairs of 
the Open Doors Ministry, or Associate Pastor 
Lisa Telomen, 355-1748, ext. 226. 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Sophia Blood, mother of Ken Blood 
Janet Haun, cousin of Dorotha and Jo Ellen Bender 
Edith A. Hendryx, mother of Lisa Borton and Susan Dobrodt 
Charles Hesel, father of Nancy Huber 
LaVerne Geisinger, grandmother of Julie Lichter 
Rev. Charles Edward Mixon, Grace pastor 1981-1984 
Ann Marie Roscoe, mother of Renee Roscoe-Morrison 
Julia Walton, mother of Keith Walton 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Lily Claire Girard, daughter of Pattie and Fred Girard and grand-
daughter of Jack and Claire Ann Sauntry, was born December 22 
Kay Novak celebrated her 90th birthday on January 7; please send 
greetings to 6803 Telluride Ct., Lisle, IL  60532 
John Shepard celebrates his 90th birthday on January 18; please 
send greetings to 250 Village Dr. #138, Downers Grove, IL  60516 

                               Baptisms 
Elizabeth Lee Joo, Sophia Elizabeth Ye-Hee Joo, and Elijah 
Jaeson Dae-IL Joo were baptized on December 18 
Weiwei Wang was baptized on January 2 

                           Letters 
Dear People of Grace, 
 

Many, many thanks for your prayers during and following my recent 
surgery and hospitalization.  Your prayers are much appreciated.  Leslie 
and I are truly blessed! 
 

     —Mike Rogers 
 

To Everyone at Grace United Methodist Church, 
 

Our family, which is somewhat spread out, really appreciated using the 
Fellowship Hall to celebrate my parents’ (Ruth and Ralph Sieben) 65th 
wedding anniversary.  My sister, Linda Hayes, from Ohio, was in touch 
with Sharon in the office.  Sharon was so helpful with all of the details.  
We had a wonderful celebration last summer.  Also, I know my mother 
was so appreciative of the pastors’ visits when my dad was in rehab last 
fall.  I love attending Grace when I’m visiting family in Illinois.  Thank you 
for all of your support and all that you do. 
 

   —Love, Carol Bartholf (North Carolina) 

 

       Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or animal shot 
taken by you or someone you know (no internet downloads or 
otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to 
gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, 
ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be returned to the 
owner upon request).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order received. 

This is Alex, the much-loved faithful friend of the Song 
and Allison families.  While he is 16 years old and has 
trouble getting up, he continues to lift the hearts and spir-
its of those who love him. 

Alex 

Send Us Your Animal Photos! 
Alex, above, is our last remaining “Animal Attrac-

tion” featured pet.  Please send us photos and  
descriptions of your dogs, cats, birds, hamsters, pot-
belly pigs, horses, etc., or an animal you snapped (no 
internet downloads, please!) that caught your eye.  

See submission details above.  

         A Heartfelt Request  
           From Erma Bryan 
 

To the friends of Catherine Langford: 
 

Catherine is now confined to her bed due to a fall she  
experienced, and she is very lonely.  She said she’d love to 
hear from friends and have visits.  Her family all live away 
from here.  Her 98th birthday is February 20.  Please send 
greetings or pay visits to: 

CATHERINE LANGFORD 
WESTBURY CARE CENTER 
1800 ROBIN LANE #204 

LISLE, IL  60532 

Thank You, Christmas Eve Ushers! 
Many thanks to our ushers on Christmas Eve, espe-
cially those who served at multiple services that day.  
Thank you for a great year! 
    —Pete Lindsay 

Sat. Evening Worship! New Time! 
Our Saturday evening Circle of Worship 
has a new start time of 5:00 p.m.  Please 
join us in this family-friendly, informal ser-
vice, featuring weekly communion, a 
monthly healing service, inspiring mes-
sages, and music from Vickie Wagner.  


