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Pastor’s Journal 

In an effort to keep expected expenditures in line with expected receipts, Grace leadership has made sev-
eral significant changes to the Grace budget as we enter 2010.  The economic downturn in this country has 
forced many church families to make painful decisions.  The strategic plan for Grace—to be a church home 
for the whole family—remains the guiding principle.  Only our strategy for getting there has changed. 

 

The priority we place on ministry with children, youth and families will now be less staff-driven and developed more around lay 
volunteers.  This is the way the Church has always responded to financial crisis, as people step up to make the difference.   
The commitment has not changed; together, we will make Grace the best church we can, honoring God and sharing Christ. 
 

At the start of the New Year, Grace released our Deacon, Carol Madalin, and our full-time evening custodian, Don Vermaat.  
In the coming weeks our youth pastor, Howie Snyder, will also be released from the staff.  We are planning celebrations of 
these staff persons’ ministry among us.  The Youth Council is meeting to develop a two-part program of youth ministry and 
mission.  These three full-time positions, along with significant reductions in planned spending and administration over the 
course of the year, result in an expected budget that is $200,000 less than originally planned.   
 

The Weekday Children’s Center, for forty-four years a ministry associated with Grace, is also in the process of closing its 
doors later this year.  Weekday Children’s Center was among the first of its kind in Naperville and provided many families with 
quality daycare, preschool and after school programs.  The Grace Parent’s Day Out program will continue as before. 
 

Through all of these difficult transitions, the Ministry of Grace remains focused on the worship of God and the provision of 
quality programs for individual and family growth in discipleship.  Now, more than ever, Grace needs your prayers and support. 
               
        Grace and Peace, 
 

January 2010 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

           By John Bodine 
        Church Council Chair 
          
 

We thank our Grace family for their con-
tinuing confidence and support in ena-
bling a broad offering of programs and 
services to go forward in 2010. By mid-
December, Grace had completed a very 
successful stewardship campaign, result-
ing in expected contributions of $1.618 
million. Though there were still some 
pledge cards coming in, this amount was 
used as the basis for the budget plan for 
2010. The budget plan necessarily in-
cluded reductions across the board at 
Grace, most noticeably in our staffing.  
Understandable concerns among mem-
bers regarding the impact of these reduc-
tions were aired at information meetings 
held after each worship service on De-
cember 13, providing excellent input for 
final tuning of our plan. In the end, nu-
merous adjustments in staff responsibili-
ties were made, including elimination of 
our Deacon position, evening custodial 
support, and our Youth Pastor position 
in favor of a full-time lay Youth Director 
role. Pastoral care services are expected 
to remain much as they were in 2009.  
 

Church Council met on December 15 
and approved the budget for 2010, with 
the budget matching expected income at 
$1.618 million. 
 

Also reviewed at the December meeting 
was a report and set of recommenda-
tions from a team of Grace members 
who attended a Northern Illinois Confer-
ence workshop on Evangelism in Octo-
ber, the purpose of which was to learn 
about best practices and opportunities to 
improve Grace as a welcoming church, 
reaching out to and being receptive to 
prospective members and visitors. From 
our past Natural Church Development 
survey of 2008, Need-Oriented Evangel-
ism was identified as an area that could 
be improved, relative to rapidly growing 
churches around the world. Team mem-
bers included John Bodine, Joan Bratton, 
Larry Hartman, Bob and Donna 
Plummer, Leslie Rogers, Pastor Lisa  
Telomen, Harold Workman, Charlie 
Volz, and Ron and Ruth Wills. 
 

Since attending this workshop, the team 
has continued to meet to review what 
they’ve learned and understand how it 
can be applied constructively at Grace. 
Significant opportunities are perceived, 
particularly at a time of challenge for 

growth at Grace and a difficult economy. 
Grace has a strong core membership and 
a long history of diverse service and mis-
sion to members, the community, and 
the world. How can we continue to ad-
just and adapt appropriately to meet the 
needs of the world around us? Church 
Council unanimously voted in affirmation 
of this general concept and then estab-
lished a subcommittee to adapt a Mission 
Statement for Grace to be reviewed at 
the January Church Council meeting on 
January 26, 7:00 p.m. Sub-committee 
members are Jane Abe, Tom Blair, John 
Bodine, Bob Plummer, and Leslie Clark. 
 

These efforts will help us to improve our 
welcoming and invitational culture, in the 
spirit of the “Gift of Grace” insert dis-
tributed on Christmas Eve and the 
“candy cane” notes handed out after each 
service. Growth of Family Ministry at 
Grace requires us all to be disciples in 
reaching out to others. We can each wel-
come someone into the Grace family, 
help to bring a new talent and passion to 
bear in our mission work, or fulfill a need 
of a person seeking a church home.  
 

Remember to wear your nametag with  
purpose! 
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 Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in 
“Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” 
on the home page to view or download announcements. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Purchase all advance tickets in the Grace Church office or online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
 

The Millikin University 
Choir at Wentz Hall 
Sunday, January 23, 7:30pm, 
Wentz Concert Hall (171 E.  
Chicago Ave. in Naperville) 
In their sole Chicagoland appearance 
of the season, the Millikin University Choir brings us that 
“rare combination of vocal technique and real soul.”   
General admission tickets are $10 or $5 for groups of 10 
or more.  Contact Dan Wagner at 630-355-1748, ext. 232, for group tickets.   
Host Families Needed!  If you can host two or more Millikin students 
in your home the night of their concert, returning them to Grace the 
next morning, please sign up in the church office or contact Dan. 
 
“Greensleeves,” presented by the 
Advent Chamber Orchestra 
Sunday, February 7, 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Featuring works from J.S. Bach, R. Vaughan Williams,  
R. Schulmann, and special guest Mary Stolper, Principal 
Flute of the Grant Park Symphony.  Advance tickets are 
$22 adults/$18 seniors 65+/$10 students or 
$24/$20/$10 at the door.   
 
“Seasons of Love” Dessert Cabaret  
Saturday, February 13, 7:30 p.m. in the Activity Center  

Directed by Kris Visher 
Couples and singles, celebrate Valentine’s Day with a fun, light 
journey into love and marriage from our contemporary vocal-
ists and band members.  Featuring sumptuous desserts and 
free child care from 5:00-9:00 p.m.—mom and dad can go 
out to dinner before the show!  Reserve child care with Marga-

ret Harrison at 630-355-1748, ext. 241, by February 10.  Tickets are 
$15 per person; advance reservations required. 
  
Agape Ringers in Concert! 
Sunday, February 21, 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Chicago’s premier hand bell ensemble!  These amazing artists have wowed 
audiences across the United States, England, 
Puerto Rico, and Canada, and now they’re com-
ing to our own Grace Sanctuary!  Advance tick-
ets are $12 adults/$10 seniors 65+/$5 stu-
dents or $14/$12/$5 at the door.  This concert 
is sponsored in part through the generosity of 
Cynthia Rupp in memory of her husband, Herb. 
 
Find out more about these and all of our 
wonderful Grace Concert Series events this  
season at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 

This New Year, Make Music With Us! 
Grace Church has one of the most diverse, dynamic 
music programs anywhere.  There is a place for you, 
no matter your age, talents, or style.  Choral and in-
strumental opportunities abound for children, teens 
and adults.  Kids, get in on our Children’s Musical in 
the spring!  Contact Lynn Leitzen or Dan Wagner. 
New Member Class Jan. 17, 10:50am-2:00pm 
Participants of this class in Fellowship Hall will join 
Grace the following Sunday, January 24, at the service 
of their choice.  Contact Pastor Lisa Telomen at 630-
355-1748, ext. 226, if you’d like to attend this class. 
Fellowship of Christian Men Jan. 22, 6:00pm 
Kicking off a new year with a theme of “No Man Left 
Behind,” based on the book of the same title, the first 
FCM forum of 2010 begins with dinner in Fellowship 
Hall, followed by discussion.  All men are welcome. 
“Created by God” Begins January 24 
Parents of 5th and 6th graders, if you and your son or 
daughter would like to participate in a six-week pro-
gram that explores human sexuality within the con-
text of our relationship with a loving God, “Created 
by God” runs January 24-February 28, 2:45-5:00 
p.m. on Sunday afternoons.  Contact Margaret Harri-
son at 630-355-1748, ext. 241, as soon as possible. 
Also on January 24…Pancakes! 
Support our summer youth missions program by at-
tending our first Pancake Breakfast fundraiser on 
Sunday, January 24, 7:30-11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall! 
Have You Registered for Visionary Parenting? 
Register today for the all-church Visionary Parenting 
workshop on March 6 at Alleluia Lutheran Church 
in Naperville.  You may register online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org (click the VP icon on the 
home page).  Workshop is $30 per person. 

 
     Watch For It! 
Next month, you will 
be receiving your copy 
of “Pathways to 
Grace,” our 2010 
booklet of daily Lenten 
devotions, beginning on 
Ash Wednesday and 
ending on Easter Sun-
day.  The booklet also 
includes our Wednes-
day evening Lenten din-
ner/program schedule. 
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By now, the 
concept of 
“going green” 
is familiar to 
most people. 
Simply de-
fined, “being 
green” is 
supporting or 

promoting the protection of the 
environment. What’s not so 
simple is how to do it on an 
individual level, or how to en-
courage enough people to 
change their habits in order to 
mitigate the devastating impact 
we humans are having on our 
beautiful planet.  Here at 
Grace, our Church & Society 
team is working hard to raise 
awareness of the ways in which 
we as Christian stewards of the 
Earth can do our part to help 
the environment and the pre-
cious ecosystem which sustains 
us all.  Please take time to read 
this interview with Chris St. 
John, Church & Society Chair.   
 

What are the most impor-
tant things we can do in 
our daily lives to be kinder 
to the environment? 
 

There are many obvious 
things we can do to help our 
environment (i.e., drive our 
cars less), but I think the big 
changes can come from the 
power of consumers.  Not 
only should we strive to con-
serve in our purchases (buy 
less in general), but we 
should also strive to be wise 
consumers.  There are many 
companies that run their 
businesses sustainably, but 
many that just aren't making 
it happen. We can start put-
ting our money behind those 
businesses that are not being 
so harmful to our planet.  If 
you’re not sure what to buy, 
do the research and ask 
questions. Call companies or 
write to them, if necessary. 
Even better, research topics 

that interest you most, and 
see if you can make changes 
accordingly in your life. 
 

How can we encourage 
others to change their hab-
its and/or attitudes in ways 
that are better for the envi-
ronment? 
 

Encourage others every-
where (at work, with another 
parent, at a meeting, in the 
store). Make a simple com-
ment or question to some-
one and see where it leads 
the discussion.  Don’t be 
afraid to be "green”; you 
never know when someone 
else might be working to-
wards a similar goal. 
 

What effect, if any, would 
these changes have? 
 

There are people who just 
don't care about the environ-
ment, those who do, and 
those who are somewhere in 
the middle. Our job is to 
convince as many of those in 
the middle group to start 
making changes in their lives. 
I think if everyone does their 
part, it will create a kind of 
domino effect. 
 

In what ways has Grace 
Church significantly “gone 
green”?  How can we as a 
church do more? 
 

I believe Grace's recy-
cling/conservation program is 
making the most visible im-
pact. We're reducing our use 
of plastics and products made 
from plastics (i.e., polysty-
rene), reducing the amount 
and time of garbage in a land-
fill. We hope to expand our 

recycling program, but there 
is still room for improvement 
and further understanding of 
why we're doing this. 
 

Is there an organization, 
movement or person(s) 
that you admire for their 
example in safeguarding 
the environment?   
 

It seems that many in the 
younger generation of movie 
stars are typically very sup-
portive of environmental 
change (for example, Matt 
Damon and Leonardo Di-
Caprio). I also like the 
organizations that publish 
information on sustainable 
seafood choices (i.e., Blue 
Ocean Institute and Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium). 
 

What do you think are the 
most significant dangers we 
face if we don’t make a 
concerted effort to go 
green?   
 

Dangers to oceans and lakes 
scare me the most, and I be-
lieve they are most suscepti-
ble to current harmful ways.  
Water sources affect every 
living thing and are being af-
fected by global warming.  
Sea levels are rising at an 
alarming rate.  Overfishing is 
dramatic and unrelenting in 
many cases, not allowing 
some species a chance to 
survive. Long-term dangers  
of fish and polar animals dis-
appearing will be disastrous. 
 

Can you comment about 
God and the Earth in terms 
of the green movement? 
 

I believe God would want 

and expect us to take great 
care of our home. It seems 
logical that sustainable living 
would help others.  I believe 
that as Christians, we should 
share our resources and dis-
tribute them more evenly, 
thereby caring for others as 
Jesus would want us to. 

Coloring Our World 

Help      reduce our footprint on the environment as well as our  
               printing and mailing costs!  Get Grace Notes online! 
If you would be willing to access this newsletter online only (and not receive it in the U.S. mail), 
please e-mail gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org with the words “online only” in the subject line.  
Your name will be removed from the Grace Notes mailing list only (not from other Grace mailings), 
and you will be notified via e-mail of new issues as soon as they are posted on our web site.  If your 
name is not easily identified in your e-mail address, please also include it in the body of your e-mail.  
Thank you so much for “Going Green with Grace”!  

    THE NATURAL WORLD 
Water, air, soil, minerals, 
energy resources, plants, 
animal life, and space are to 
be valued and conserved 
because they are God’s 
creation and not solely be-
cause they are useful to hu-
man beings. God has granted 
us stewardship of creation... 
Economic, political, social, 
and technological develop-
ments have increased our 
human numbers, and length-
ened and enriched our lives. 
However, these develop-
ments have led to regional 
defoliation, dramatic extinc-
tion of species, massive hu-
man suffering, overpopula-
tion, and misuse and over-
consumption of natural and 
nonrenewable resources, 
particularly by industrialized 
societies…Therefore, let us 
recognize the responsibility 
of the church and its mem-
bers to place a high priority 
on supporting a more ecol-
ogically equitable and sus-
tainable world... 
 

Abridged from the Social Princi-
ples of the United Methodist 
Church. 
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By Barb Ceruti 
 

t a time when 
regular exercise 
was but a shadow 

on the fringe of 
American conscious-
ness, Char Gregory 
was working out to 
TV fitness segments 
hosted by the likes of 
Jack Lalanne and Glo-
ria Keeling.  “I married 
young and had babies 
young; I knew I had to 
exercise through hav-
ing children,” said 
Char, whose husband 
Larry told her he had  
signed her up for a 
fitness class at the lo-
cal Y.  When she 
showed up for class, 
she realized he’d been 
fibbing, but she signed 
on anyway.  The rest, 
as they say, is his-
tory—nearly four dec-
ades’ worth.   
 

Following a teaching 
stint at the Y, Char 
took up the Grace 
Temple Builders min-
istry in 1972, when 
Winnie Graver ap-
proached her with the 
idea.  “Temple Build-
ers” was coined by 
Winnie’s husband and 
Grace’s pastor at the 
time, Rev. Grant 
Graver.  This year, the 
exercise group begins 
its 38th year of bring-
ing people together 
for fitness and friend-
ship.  “So many 
women come not 
knowing anyone, then 
get to where they’re 
going out for coffee 
and lunch together. 

Said Mary Ann Stow-
ell, who joined the 
group when her 
grown children were 
young enough to 
need babysitting, “I 
came for the exer-
cise, but I have devel-
oped some very good 
friendships over the 
years.” 
 

“These women are 
the best in Naper-
ville!“ enthuses Char, 
who, along with her 
daughter Pam Carius, 
leads the group on a 
completely volunteer 
basis.  The fit, ener-
getic 77-year-old also 
volunteers at Fairview 
Baptist Home, offering 
hand massages to resi-
dents whose stiff 
joints relish tender 
kneading.  “I enjoy 
that so much,” said 
Char. 
 

Meeting Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 9:00-10:00 
a.m. in the Activity 
Center, Temple Build-
ers is comprised of 
approximately 30 
women (men are wel-
come, too!) ranging in 
age from as young as 
30 to as old as 80.  
“Everyone works at 
their own level; we 
give them lots of 
choices, and we’re 
never critical,” said 
Char.  The workout 
begins with 35 min-
utes of low-impact 
aerobics, followed by 
weight work using 
hand weights, tubing 
and other equipment 
adaptable to all ability 

levels.  The last por-
tion of the hour in-
volves floor work to 
strengthen and tone 
the abdominals.  Par-
ticipants can come all 
three days per week, 
as many do, or what-
ever schedule fits 
their needs.   
 

Cost is $1 per week 
(yes, you read that 
right), or free if the 
fee is a hardship.  “I 
never say one word 
about money,” says 
Char, “and that can is 
always full.”  Proceeds 
from Temple Builders 
go to the ministries 
and programs of 
Grace Church.  In 
2009, Temple Builders  
gave $2,000 toward 
improvements at 
Grace, and since 1972, 
over $70,000 has been 
given to Grace by 
Temple Builders (you 
read that right, too).  
“Giving back is thanks-

giving for use of the 
church and its  
facilities,” said Char.   
 

In that most Temple 
Builders participants 
are not members of 
Grace (some are not 
members of any 
church), the group has 
evangelistic impact as 
well.  Each session 
ends with prayer and 
a reading of spiritual 
significance.  “For 
those who don’t have 
a church home, at 
least they’re putting a 
foot inside a church 
each week,” noted 
Char, adding that 
some have even at-
tended worship at 
Grace.   
 

There is no better 
time than a new year 
to re-evaluate our 
lives, our habits, shed 
negative behaviors and 
add positive ones.  
“God gave us this 
body, this ‘temple,’ 

and it’s up to us to 
take care of it,” said 
Char.  “Exercise is a 
very uplifting experi-
ence.”    

Just ask Barb Thomp-
son, a member of 
Temple Builders since 
1995:  “I leave feeling 
invigorated.  I don’t 
always come in feeling 
that way, but Temple 
Builders always picks 
me up.  And the fel-
lowship with other 
women is wonderful.”   
 

For further information 
about Temple Builders, 
contact Pastor Lisa Telo-
men at 630-355-1748.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Temple Builders Spans Four Decades of Fitness and Friendship 

77-year-old Char Gregory has stretched Grace’s Temple Builders exercise 
ministry across nearly 40 years of fitness, fellowship, and giving back. 
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Linking Up to Grace                   By Pastor Lisa Telomen

s we enter a new year, we won-
der what this year will bring.  
We wish loved ones a “happy” 

new year, a new year of blessing, good 
health, good fortune, of changes that 
will be beneficial. 
 

In our Sisters Bible study this winter, 
we are studying the book Scarred by 
Struggle, Transformed by Hope, in which 
the author, Sister Joan Chittister, ex-
amines how it is we survive and even 
sometimes thrive after weathering 
some of life’s worst changes and disap-
pointments.  She writes “There is no 
one who does not have to choose 
sometime, someway, between giving up 
and growing stronger as they go along.  
And yet if we give up in the midst of 
struggle, we never find out what the 
struggle would have given us in the 
end.  If we decide to endure it to the 
end, we come out of it changed by the 
doing of it.  It is a risk of mammoth 
portions. We dare the development of 
the self. Life forges us in struggle.”  
 

Many of you have been expressing your 
concern and love, your encouragement 
and support to Rodney and me as we 
discovered, and now begin, the treat-
ment plan for his cancer.  This will be 
(and has been) a big struggle for us to 
face, but one that both of us are very 

aware that we do not face alone.  God 
is with each of us, and both of us, and 
we feel God’s presence carrying us.  
We also know that we have a host of 
friends and family at Grace and from 
Rodney’s work, from other churches 
we’ve served, and the wider commu-
nity, all holding us in prayer and stand-
ing ready to help when we need it.  
God and community will not let us go  
and will do everything to help us 
through.  What a great comfort, and 
what a great hope to lean upon!  And 
what a sure hope that we will grow and 
learn and discover new life, even in the 
midst of, and especially after, the pain 
we live through. 
 

How does anyone face burdens and 
struggles like these without faith in 
God? Without a faith community?   
Yes, there are friends and family, but 
without faith, where is one’s hope for 
the future, and how much can a love 
not grounded in faith and hope bear? 
Truly, we have a gift that begs to be 
shared in our communities, where peo-
ple we know face struggles that they 
need not bear alone.  As we enter the 
days of 2010, let us keep our eyes, our 
hearts, our hands open to share the  
gift of our faith and our church home, 
where so many in need can find tools 

to help them cope 
with their struggles in 
life.  God and Christ 
have asked us to be 
their voice, their 
heart, embracing neighbor, child, the 
sick, the lost, the lonely, for “as we do 
unto the least of these who are my 
family, you do it unto me,” Jesus says. 
 

There is a wonderful handout/flyer de-
lineating the gifts of Grace for the new 
year, created for our use as invitational 
Christians.   It was given to you on 
Christmas Eve, and extras are still avail-
able on the literature racks by the 
church office.  Take a few, and give 
them to your colleagues and neighbors, 
your friends and relatives who do not 
have a church home.  Invite them to a 
concert, or to a study you enjoy; come 
with them to worship, and help them 
with their burdens.  Show them and tell 
them of the God who loves them so 
much, who will carry them through 
struggles, and bring them new life 
through it all.  This is truly a gift worth 
giving in the new year! 
 
In Christ’s love, 

January 2010 

Touching 
Hearts,  
Uniting Africa 
 

THANKS...THANKS...  
The Kenya Mission Team 
would like to thank all those 
who attended the “Under 
the Acacia Tree” event on 
December 6.  We welcomed 
Stephen Mubichi as our spe-
cial guest and learned more 
about the work of the 
Miriam Kanana Mubichi 
Foundation (MKMF) in Meru, 
Kenya.  There was a beauti-
ful display of African artifacts 
and jewelry, crafts for the 
children to make, and a deli-
cious sampling of African 
foods!  Thank you to all who 

helped make this event hap-
pen, including the members 
of the Kenya Mission Team 
and the Commission on  
Religion and Race.  Funds 
raised from this event will 
benefit the Maua Methodist 
Hospital and MKMF.   
 

JAN. 28JAN. 28--FEB. 12, 2010..FEB. 12, 2010... 
A mission team from Grace 
will be traveling to Kenya, 
Africa, this month!  After six 
months of planning, organiz-
ing and preparing, our team 
is ready to embark upon a 
life-changing mission!  There 
are two teams which will 
share in Christ’s mission in 
Kenya:  Team 1 includes Pas-

tor Lisa Telomen, Gennet 
Bissate, Emily Davis, Jan 
Cosgrove, Bob Elazan, Mary 
Lou Miller, and Dale Schol-
tens.  This team will work at 
the Maua Methodist Hospital 
in Maua.  Team 2 includes 
Julie Utter, Annette Swan-
son, Lee Mulder, Mark 
Thurow, and Shannon Tilley.  
This team will work on 
Seeds of Grace projects in 
Meru, including work with 
MKMF and PEMA.   
 

How can you help?  Please 
donate “over the counter” 
items for the hospital and 
medical clinics.  Items 
needed include antibiotic 

cream, ibuprofen, children’s 
multi-vitamins with zinc, sur-
gical gloves (size 6-7-7.5), 
sweaters for children/youth, 
single bed fitted sheets.  All 
items must be new, and all 
medicines must have expira-
tion dates of at least July 
2010.  No glass bottles, 
please.  A donation basket is 
located outside the Parish 
Nurse office in the lounge 
area.  All donated supplies 
will be packed on January 24.  
Most importantly, please 
pray for each team member 
and for the people in Kenya 
we will be visiting.  Your 
prayers, love and support 
are such a blessing!   

 

5  January 2010 

 

Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Warren Carney, father of Jennifer Siemianowski 
Vickie Condon, friend of Terry and Jan Cosgrove 
Bud Mihm, father of Ron and Ruth Wills’ daughter-in-law 
Dorothy Niswonger, mother of Pastor Don Niswonger 
Joan Pacanowski, mother of Bob Pacanowski 
Carol Penner, friend of Cynthia Rupp and Cheryl Ameiss 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Emily Kalbfleisch and Zachary Tarr were married on 
January  2 

Letters  
 

Dear Grace Family: 
 

Much, much appreciation to the entire Grace Church family for all 
of your prayers and support during Roger’s stay in the hospital 
and as he has been recovering.  I know your prayers made a huge 
difference!  Special thanks also for the prayer shawl, which has 
been a wonderful comfort throughout. 
 

         —Sherrie and Roger Holdeman 
 
I feel surrounded by prayers and thoughts and words,  
 Comforting clouds 
 Purple fog 
 Florescent rainbow 
 Jupiter rings 
 Ribbons of love and care 
 Full moon wonder… 
 

Thank you for all your prayers, thoughts and notes. 
 

            —Marilyn Kayton 
 

If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share with the 
Grace Church family, please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-
1748, ext. 240; gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org; or drop off your 
news in the church office, ATTN:  Barb 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order they are received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is Forrest Gump, named in honor of Grace Church’s 
summer youth mission trips to New Orleans and for his sim-
ple-mindedness, according to his owner, Dusty Hayes.  Hey, 
who needs brains when you’ve got looks—and crackers! 

Special Thanks… 
...To all who worshiped with us on Christmas Eve, espe-
cially our visitors.  Please come back—your presence is 
our present!  We had nearly 2,100 people in our pews on 
Christmas Eve, and each were offered a special “Gift of 
Grace” upon arrival as well as a candy cane and prayer 
takeaway upon exiting.  Many thanks to all who were in-
volved in the creation, preparation, or distribution of 
these gifts and to all of our wonderful ushers that day.   
 

...To those who contributed Christmas cards and calen-
dars for women prisoners, particularly Alpha Graphics in 
Lisle, who filled our calendar box to overflowing. 
 

...To those people from Over 50 Fellowship for the gift in 
our name to The Heifer Project.  We are most grateful 
and hope the “flock of chicks” will help to make life bet-
ter for people in need.  It is our pleasure to be a part of 
this fellowship group at Grace.  To those who have not 
yet joined us for food, fun and fellowship, we welcome 
you to do so.  We meet most months on the second 
Thursday in Fellowship Hall at noon.  Prior registration is 
necessary by noon on the Tuesday before each meeting. 
 

Grace Foundation Offers  
North Central College Scholarship 
The Grace Church Foundation is pleased to announce 
that it is offering a $1,000 scholarship to a full-time 
North Central College student.  Given by Anna  
Stephenson, this scholarship is one of many endow-
ments of the Foundation and demonstrates a generosity 
of spirit that has endured long after Anna’s death.  The 
Foundation is pleased to honor one of Grace’s NCC 
students every year.  Applications are 
available in the church office; please 
return them by February 1.  Contact 
Ginny Lacy at 630-420-7440 with  
questions or for further information.   

Forrest 


