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Upcoming Concert Series Offerings… 

D on’t miss the wonderful Advent Chamber Orchestra, in concert 
again on Saturday, January 17, 7:30 p.m.  One of Chicagoland’s 
most acclaimed young ensembles, the ACO will be performing 

“The Visionaire,” featuring the music of Mozart, Bach, Couperin and Vivaldi.  This 
is the third of four concerts the ACO will present in the Grace sanctuary this inau-
gural season of our concert series.   
 

At the end of this month, on Saturday, January 30, the Grace Concert Series 
presents “Nancy Staton and Friends,” a concert of instrumental chamber music 
for keyboard and small ensembles, featuring Grace principal organist Nancy Sta-
ton and our gifted instrumentalists.  Preceding the concert is a Grace Church 
Foundation dinner in celebration of the Foundation’s 16th anniversary.  For din-
ner reservations (free of charge, with a free will offering), contact Scott Oats at 
soats@sbcglobal.net.  Dinner is at 6:00 p.m.; concert starts at 8:00 p.m.  You 
may attend either the dinner or the concert, or both! 
 

Make this Valentine’s Day the most romantic ever!  On Saturday, February 14, 
7:30 p.m., Grace vocal artists will present “Seasons of Love,” a concert of be-
loved arias, love songs and Broadway scenes.  An elegant dessert buffet follows 
the concert, and—best of all—Grace is offering extended childcare so that mom 
and dad can go out to dinner before the concert and make a whole evening of it!  
Contact Margaret Harrison at 630-355-1748, ext. 241, to reserve childcare. 
 

For ticket and concert information, visit www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
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$3 per person 

 
Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

 

The 2008 Grace Christmas Season in Pictures  

Turkey Bowl! 
November 27 

“Celebrate the Season” 
December 3 

Table Overflow! 

“One of Us” 
Musical 

December 7 

“Christmas with 
Grace”   

December 21 

Christmas Eve 
December 24 

Christmas Day 
December 25 

Stories ‘Round the Tree 

See Grace Notes in color every month at www.peopleofgrace.org 

Photos courtesy of Dick Trondsen 
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Pastor’s Journal  
  

Blessings of Change 
 

Senator Turney from Tennessee delivered a speech on the floor of the United States Senate on March 12, 
1850.  He made two predictions regarding the abolitionist movement.  He predicted that if the abolitionists 
have their way, if the slaves were freed, eventually a person of African descent would hold the highest  

office in the land.  Literally, he said, “to become partners and partakers with us.”  This was his argument against freedom for 
the slaves because of his second prediction: that on that day there would be an exodus of white Americans from the land.  He 
got one of his two predictions right. 
 

No matter what your politics, whether you agree with Mr. Obama on policies of national and international importance or not, 
when Barack, Michelle, Malia and Sasha Obama move into the White House on January 20, pause for a moment to reflect 
upon the change in America.  Slave labor dug the foundation, cut the stones and helped build the White House.  Until James 
Buchanan, slaves of African descent served every President.  Buchanan’s sights were not set on freedom for slaves, however; 
he wanted an all-white household staff. 
 

Perhaps John McCain put it best, when he so eloquently noted on the night of the election: “A century ago, President Theo-
dore Roosevelt's invitation of Booker T. Washington to dine at the White House was taken as an outrage in many quarters. 
America today is a world away from the cruel bigotry of that time. There is no better evidence of this than the election of an 
African-American to the presidency of the United States.” 
 

Pause and reflect.  Senator Turney was wrong about this moment.  It brings not dishonor, but a great spiritual blessing for all 
who witness that attitudes can—and do—change. 
         Grace and Peace,    

January 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair 
 

2008 has been a chal-
lenging year, but at the 
same time, it has been 
one full of promise for 
revitalization and new 

directions. The faltering economy 
shakes our sense of well-being, while 
we celebrate the remarkable outcome 
of our national election, fulfilling much 
of our faith in American principles. We 
witness continued violence and strife 
globally, while also seeing the emer-
gence of a new ethic for living sustaina-
bly in a world of more clearly recog-
nized limits and constraints. In the face 
of increased job insecurity and unstable 
savings plans, Grace members have 
mobilized through stewardship and 
personal commitment to raise the bar 
on our church’s ability to serve our 
membership and community. In a joint 
Church Council and NOW Council 
meeting in mid-December, a recom-
mendation to go forward with the full 
$1,725,805 budget and programmatic 

emphasis on Family Ministry was ap-
proved. Times of challenge, struggle, 
and change are often times of great 
opportunity. Thank you, Grace, for the 
spirit to look upward and outward to 
what we can do to better our world! 
 

The year 2009 will begin with a com-
prehensive emphasis on addressing our 
lowest scoring area of Natural Church 
Development Quality Factors, “Need-
Oriented Evangelism” (sharing the gos-
pel in a way that meets the questions 
and needs of non-Christians). Our ap-
proach focuses on an all-church small 
group study of Unbinding Your Heart: 40 
Days of Faith Sharing, beginning January 
11 through February 22, 2009. The 
book is a quick read and clearly ad-
dresses the discomfort most of us feel 
in sharing our faith with one another 
and, particularly, with potential Grace 
members. Sign up for a small group 
study at a time convenient for you, and 
learn what we can do about that!  (See 
page 6 for details.) 
 

Remember also to get engaged in 
what’s happening at Grace. There are 

exciting changes afoot, and we need 
your skills and talents. Volunteer to 
serve a committee or ministry at 
Grace.  Those in particular need of 
your participation are Education, Fam-
ily and Children, Coffee Fellowship, 
Missions, Religion and Race, Church 
and Society, Evangelism, and Grace 
Guides.  
 

Make a special point of greeting some-
one you don’t know and maybe find 
yourself the welcoming Grace ambas-
sador for a potential new member! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

An Interesting Side Note… 
Recent marketing research shows that 
in times of recession, a key factor to a 
successful marketing plan is a focus on 
family values.  Says Harvard Business 
School professor John Quelch, “We 
tend to retreat to our village when 
hard economic times loom."  Perhaps 
this helps to explain the undaunted 
generosity of our Grace family mem-
bers amidst a time of great economic 
uncertainty. We are, in fact, a 
“village”—a village of worshipers and a 
family of Grace.  Thank you for your 
faith in our future! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Try Yoga This Year! 
Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman is currently 
leading yoga practices on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:15 p.m., and 
Thursday mornings, 6:00-7:00 a.m.  Mon-
day series runs Jan. 5-Feb. 23; Tuesday  
series runs Jan. 6-Feb. 24 ($80 per Mon-
day/Tuesday series or $15 per drop-in ses-
sion).  Thursday series runs Jan. 8-Feb. 
26 ($64 per series or $12 per drop-in ses-
sion).  Register in advance with Rev. Carol 
Madalin, or simply show up and purchase 
your session(s) at the door.  Please bring a 
yoga mat; all practices are in the Chapel.    
 

New Member Class/Luncheon Jan. 11 
Would you like to join the membership of 
Grace in 2009?  Our next new member 
class and luncheon will meet Sunday, Janu-
ary 11, 10:50 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  Participants 
will join Grace at the service of their 
choice the following Sunday, January 18.  
Please contact Rev. Carol Madalin at 630-
355-1748, ext. 246, if you would like to 
join the membership of Grace. 
 

All-Church “Unbinding” Begins  
January 11 (see page 6) 
 

Parent’s Day Out Registration Begins 
January 14 (call 630-355-6146 for details) 
 

Weekday Children’s Center Registra-
tion Begins January 15 (call 630-355-
5495 or e-mail weekday@xnet.com); more 
at www.weekdaychildrenscenter.org 
 

Lenten Booklet Contributions 
Devotions, poems, art for our 2009 Lenten 
booklets are due Friday, Jan. 16 (see pg. 3) 
 

January/February Grace Concert  
Series Events (see back page) 
 
 

Youth Events in the New Year 
January 16-18  Senior High Retreat—”Last 
Minute Annies and Andys,” there is still room 
for you!  Contact Howie or Gaye Lynn ASAP! 
January 31-February 1  College Retreat; 
registration past due!  Sign up ASAP; bro-
chures are outside the youth office and at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministries. 
February 1 Super Bowl Party 
February 22  Shareholder Sunday and All 
Church “Stone Soup” Luncheon 
March 20-21  30-Hour Famine 
April 24-26  Junior High “Believe” 
June 6-14  Side-by-Side Summer Mission 
July 19-24  Junior High Summer Mission 

January Women’s Circles  
All five United Methodist Women’s Circles 
will join the general UMW meeting on 
Tuesday, January 20, 9:15 a.m., in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Our guest speaker will be Janet 
Young of Church World Service.  Sarah 
Circle will have a brief business meeting 
following the general meeting.  Women’s 
circle leaders, please be sure to inform 
Barb Ceruti of your circle meeting details 
by the first of every month.   
 

Fellowship of Christian Men 2009  
Men, mark your calendars now for the 
following FCM quarterly meetings for the 
year 2009:  Winter Forum-Friday, January 
23 (see page 3); Spring Forum-Friday, 
April 3; Summer Forum-Saturday, July 25 
(Kane County Cougars game-families wel-
come!); and Fall Forum/Men’s Event-Friday, 
October 23. 
 

January Book Group will meet again on 
Wednesday, January 28, 12:45 p.m., to 
discuss A Thousand Splendid Suns, by Khaled 
Hosseini; location TBA. 
 

Church Women United Annual 
Luncheon  Meets Friday, January 30, at 
First Presbyterian Church of DuPage (80 
N. Naperville Rd. in Bolingbrook).  Regis-
tration begins at 11:30 a.m., followed by 
lunch at 12:00 and a program, “Hoping for 
Peace,” at 1:00 p.m.  Send $10 check pay-
able to CWU to:  Mary O’Keefe, 6 S. 
Wright St., Naperville, IL, 60540, by 1/23. 
 

Happy 16th Anniversary, Grace 
Church Foundation! 
The Grace congregation is invited to share 
in a very special anniversary event celebrat-
ing 16 years of the Grace Church Founda-
tion.  Set for Friday, January 30, catered 
dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m. (please re-
serve with Scott Oats at 630-355-4716 or 
soats@sbcglobal.net).  Following dinner 
will be a special Grace Concert Series 
presentation featuring “Nancy Staton and 
Friends” (see back page for concert details)  
 
 

New Year’s Resolution:  Serve Grace! 
There are so many ministries at Grace in 
need of your service.  In particular, Educa-
tion, Family and Children, Coffee Fellow-
ship, Missions, Religion and Race, Church 
and Society, Evangelism and Grace Guides 
need you!  Contact Bob Plummer at 630-
961-3228 if you can offer your help.   

Grace Music Ministry Wants YOU! 
The New Year is the ideal time to 
join the Grace Music Ministry.  Our 

children’s choirs will soon be 
gearing up for their Mother’s Day 

musical, kicked off by our annual, 
super-fun Lock-in night.  We’re also plan-
ning a Cosmic Bowling night!  So, you see, 
it’s much more than singing—it’s FUN, 
too!  For children’s music ministry, contact 
Lynn Leitzen at 630-355-1748, ext. 249; for 
adult vocals and instrumentals, contact Dan 
Wagner at 630-355-1748, ext. 232.  All are 
encouraged to bring music into your lives 
this year through Grace! 
 

HOT Book Updates Past Due! 
If you have received correspondence from 
Bob Plummer and/or Barb Ceruti regarding 
updates to the 2009 How Outreach Trans-
forms booklet, please provide your updates 
as soon as possible! 
 

Stock Donors:  If you would like to do-
nate shares of stock to Grace, please make 
sure to contact Financial Secretary Matt 
Hambright (630-226-9902) so that you can 
receive proper credit.  Thank you! 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mis-
sion,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org. 

January 2009 

The deadline for February Grace Notes is:  
Monday, February 2 

Grace Notes is published for the members and 
friends of Grace United Methodist Church.  
Submit news to Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org; phone at  

630-355-1748, ext. 240; or drop off news in the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb 

 

Grace United Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 ∙ www.peopleofgrace.org 

Bulk mail is unpredictable!  Please accept our apologies if you receive this newsletter after any of the above events have occurred. 

Exilio!Exilio!Exilio!   
Want to burst out of the “bubble” of 
Christian retreat and live your life as an 
unashamed follower of Jesus?  Join “Exilio,” 
a 16-week course led by Rev. Nicole Sny-
der on Saturday evenings, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
(including dinner), beginning on January 
10.  Not for the faint-hearted, this is an 
authentic, organic, relational study of living 
missionally in a world that no longer sees 
itself as Christian.   
If you’re interested, con-
tact Nicole at 630-219-
3447 or 630-697-4486. 
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B y the time you receive 
this newsletter, Grace 

will just be setting sail on a 
journey through faith like per-
haps none you’ve taken be-
fore.  It’s not too late to get 
on board!  In an effort to re-
new our commitment to fam-
ily and children’s ministries in 
2009—including adult educa-
tion—and to improve Grace’s 
progress in sharing the gospel 
in ways that meet the needs 
of non-Christians, we are em-
barking upon an all-church 
small group study of Martha 
Grace Reese’s book Unbinding 
Your Heart:  40 Days of Prayer 
and Faith Sharing.  Starting the 
week of January 11 
through February 22, we 
will be examining the ways in 
which we share (or don’t 
share!) our faith and, most 
importantly, we will be engag-
ing in daily prayer.  Says 

Reese in her book, “Habit 
incubates a growing relation-
ship with God.  If we pray, if 
we show up, 
God has a much 
better chance of 
getting through 
to us.”  What 
wise words!  
Isn’t that so true?   
Join us on this six-week jour-
ney in prayer; commit to 
“showing up” so that God can 
get through to us and, 
through us, others.  (Please 
see Pastor Lisa’s “Linking Up” 
column on page 3 for further 
thoughts on this study.) 
 

On this page, you will find a 
listing of the small group 
times and leaders available for 
this study.  You will also find 
a daily prayer schedule for 
your reference (below).  
Please take a look at these 

small group offerings and join 
us today!  Contact Leslie 
Rogers at 630-325-0169 with 

any questions.  
There is a $15 
fee for the 
Unbinding 
study book, 

available for 
purchase at sign-up.  You may 
sign up for a study group in 
the church office or in the 
Narthex or Activity Center 
on Sundays. 
 

Study Times and Leaders 
Sundays, beginning Jan. 11 

11:00 a.m.-Bob Plummer and Joe 
Schofield 

3:00 p.m.-Marlene Atkins 
 

Mondays, beginning Jan. 12 
1:00 p.m. Sisters Bible Study, led 

by Pastor Lisa Telomen 
 

Tuesdays, beginning Jan. 13 
10:00 a.m.-Barb Ceruti 

7:00 p.m. College Group, led by 

Christine Freeman 
9:00 p.m. Grace Praise Team, led 

by Lynn Leitzen 
 

Wednesdays, beginning Jan.14 
10:00 a.m.-Judy and Jerry 

Cornett 
5:00 p.m.-Margaret Harrison 
7:00 p.m.-Bill Bryan (off-site); 

other small groups at this time 
will be led by Mike Rogers, Leslie 
Rogers, Rev. Carol Madalin and 

John Bodine 
7:00 p.m. Sisters Bible Study, led 

by Sandy Bray 
 

Thursdays, beginning Jan. 15 
7:00 p.m.-Deb Stamm  

 

You are welcome to join any 
of the above groups.  If none 
of these times works for you, 
contact Leslie Rogers (630-
325-0169), and we will at-
tempt to accommodate your 
needs.  It’s time to unbind!   

 
 
 

It’s 2009—Time to Unbind! 

“If we pray, if we show up, 
God has a much better 
chance of getting through 
to us.” 
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Did you know that, young or old, most of 
us learn about God’s love through other 
people?  In the church season of Epiphany, 
we celebrate that Christ’s light and Christ’s 
person were becoming known to people 
near and far.  Through the magi, through 
prophets, and through some of Jesus’ earli-
est “signs” in ministry, the power of God in 
him was becoming known. 
 

This year, in the season of Epiphany (the 
weeks after Christmas and before Lent), we 
will spend six weeks unbinding our hearts 
from all that distracts us and distorts our 
living from Christ’s image and re-connect 
with God’s heart and transform our lives.  
And, with our church doing this all together, 
we will reach greater understanding and 
commitment to God’s purposes as a church, 
too! 
 

Our goal in this study is NOT to read the 
book and talk about it together.  Our goal 
in this time of study is to pray together and 
share stories together, evoked primarily by 
the prayer exercises in the back of the 
book.  On each of these 40 days over these 

six weeks, we have a “prayer starter,” 
which encourages us to explore new ways 
to connect with God about our lives.  Last 
year, many studied the book chapters.  This 
year, we want everyone to pray the prayers 
together and talk about what we learn from 
our prayers.  The chapter information is 
secondary. 
 

What is binding us and preventing us from 
living as disciples of Jesus in our world to-
day?  What helps us to re-connect with 
Christ and to make and live out Christian 
principles and priorities?  What wisdom and 
encouragement can we give to each other  
and receive from each other when we pray 
and share together? 
 

A Methodist pastor quoted in our study 
book, Unbinding Your Heart, said, “All I had 
to do was get people whose life Jesus had 
changed to get up and tell people about it.” 
The book goes on to observe, “Once we 
understand that faith is about transformed 
lives, once we let people talk about it in 
their own worlds, hearts will be touched 
and lives will be changed, including ours. 

I hope and pray that you 
have already signed up for 
a small group!  We have 30 
people who have commit-
ted to leading a small group for these six 
weeks, so if you haven’t signed up yet, call 
the church now and sign up for the time 
that works for you!  Many different times, 
weekends and weekdays, daytime and eve-
ning, are available. 
 

I look forward to sharing with you about 
how our hearts have been touched and our 
lives changed, and then sharing throughout 
Grace what Jesus means to us and how we 
can “follow him more nearly” in the days to 
come.  Our ministry will gain depth and 
breadth as our transformation grows, and 
we will be able to serve Christ and even 
more neighbors as we become clearer 
about our connection to him and our com-
mitment to his ministry! 
 

Thanks for making this your first priority for 
Christ in the new year! 
 

 Peace,  

Linking Up to Grace      By Pastor Lisa Telomen  

E ach year, the Grace Lenten Task Force undertakes 
the project of creating a Lenten devotions book-

let, comprised of the writings, poems, and artwork  
of our own Grace members for each of the days of 
Lent.  Our theme for 2009 is taken from a study 
book, Cultivating Fruitfulness, by Robert Schnase, 
which details five ways that congregations can be-
come more fruitful.   
 

In order to have our booklet printed and in your 
mailboxes by Ash Wednesday (February 25), we 
must ask that contributors submit their offerings by 
Friday, January 16.  For several weeks, we have 
been publishing our need for writers in Grace Notes 
and Grace in Mission, but for those of you reading this 
for the first time, we realize that’s not a lot of time!  
For some, writing comes easily; for others, it will be 
more of a sacrifice, as you grapple with what to say.  
It often seems that our own words are too unimpor-
tant to share, yet it is our experience that once we 
give those common words as a gift, God blesses 
them to those who read them far more than we 
could ever have guessed. 
 

Won’t you please consider sharing with us how God 
is leading you or what God has already done for you?  
You may also wish to write about what makes a 
Christian "fruitful," or how or why we must 
"cultivate" it.  You might also explore one of the five 

practices of fruitfulness identified in Schnase’s book: 
Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional 
Faith Development, Risk-taking Mission and Service, 
or Extravagant Generosity.  (Please note:  you do 
not have to read the study book to offer a devotion!)  
Whatever you choose to write about (or draw a 
picture of!), we welcome and encourage your contri-
bution.  Children are welcome to write or draw, 
too!   
 

Please write no more than a half-page (if typewrit-
ten) or a full page, if your contribution is a drawing 
or written in longhand.  Please include a reference to 
a related scripture (or hymn) as well as a short 
prayer.  Your finished devotion may be handed in to 
the church office in an envelope marked “Lenten 
Devotion” with your name on it, but it is preferred 
that you e-mail it to the editors at this ad-
dress: barmerlitchfield@msn.com.  If you have diffi-
culty getting started, we have again provided a 
"Writer's Starter Kit," with directions and lists of 
possible Scriptures and/or hymns you might use; 
please pick one up in the church office.  If you would 
like to talk it over with someone, please feel free to 
call either of the editors, Merrill Litchfield (630-355-
5239) or Angela McCurdy (630-579-4626), or Pastor 
Lisa (630-355-1748, ext. 226).  God bless you as you 
consider this way of sharing your faith! 

An Invitation to Write...And Soon!   By Merrill Litchfield FCM 
January  
Forum 

Features 
U.S.  

Marshal 
 

Men, be sure to attend 
our first Fellowship of 
Christian Men forum of 
the new year on Friday, 
January 23, beginning 
with dinner at 6:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Follow-
ing dinner, our program 
will feature Kim R. 
Widup, U.S. Marshal of 
the Northern District of 
Illinois and celebrated 25-
year veteran of law en-
forcement, who will speak 
to us about “God and 
Country.”  Evening is free 
of charge; invite your 
friends, neighbors, co-
workers!  For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Bob Pacanowski at 630-
355-0804 or  
bobfod@aol.com. 
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This is Kallie, a young silver tabby cat who (according 
to her owners, the Ameiss family) is “queen of the 
household, and she knows it!”  (left) No place to rest 
is off-limits—here’s Kallie in Nicholas’ tuba!  “No 
wonder we couldn’t hear him practicing!” jokes Nick’s 
mom, Cheryl.  (bottom right) Kallie blissfully soaks up 
the sun.  Oh, to be that relaxed and flexible! 

T hese days, there are fewer and 
fewer men in the pews of church 
sanctuaries across America.  Ac-

cording to statistics from an article in USA 
Today last summer, women outnumber 
men in attendance in every major Chris-
tian church denomination and are 20-25% 
more likely than men to attend worship 
weekly. What’s more, this discouraging 
trend seems to be exclusive to the Chris-
tian faith; there is no such decline among 
Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, or Jewish men. 
Not surprisingly, this has many churches 
across the nation more than a little con-
cerned.  In an effort to make church more 
attractive to men, hundreds of congrega-
tions are going for a “guy church vibe” 
geared toward the stereotypical man’s 
man.  Whole ministries have been born of 
the rally cry to let “men be men,” revolt-
ing against what they consider a wimpy, 
feminized, ultimately boring image of Je-
sus. “GodMen,” a ministry established by 
comedian Brad Stine, purports to provide 
a space in which “men can be raw and 
uninhibited,” as they believe Christ was, 
“completely free to express themselves in 
the uniquely male way that only men un-
derstand.”  According to USA Today, con-
gregations across the Sun Belt are holding 
“Beast Feasts” at which the outdoorsmen 
of the church invite their unchurched 
male buddies to a game banquet, pinning 
their hopes on the idea that, through the 
common manly bond of hunting and fish-
ing, their male visitors will follow the trail 
to Jesus.    
 

Clearly, according to statistics, men have 
the greatest influence over whether or 

not their families attend church.  If the 
mother of a family initiates church atten-
dance, the chances are roughly 17% that 
the whole family will join her.  But if the 
father provides the impetus, those 
chances jump to 
93%.   
 

So, how does Grace 
fare in this culture of 
diminishing men in 
church?  Should we 
hang a moose head 
in our sanctuary, 
change our décor to 
resemble that of a 
rustic hunting lodge, like one church in 
the Dallas area recently did?   
 

According to our own statistics during the 
first three Sundays of December 2008 (of 
those who signed our attendance pads), 
there were 567 women who attended 
Grace one or more times over this three-
week period and 445 men, a relatively 
inconsequential gender gap.  Further en-
couraging is the fact that within this issue 
of Grace Notes alone, there are not one, 
but three articles submitted by men in our 
church hoping to draw other men to 
prayer and Christian faith and fellowship.  
Not being a man, I cannot be certain that 
these men are not secretly engaging in 
tribal yells and testosterone-fueled con-
tests of brute strength.  But I am never-
theless assured by Brandon O’Brien’s view 
in an April article in Christianity Today that, 
while much of the typical experiences in 
church are in fact “sweet and sentimental, 
nurturing and nice,” the “Macho Messiah” 

movement is not completely on target (no 
pun intended).  Says O’Brien, the move-
ment assumes that to be fully God-like is 
to be fully male.  O’Brien argues that, in 
Christ, we are not defined by our gender.  
We do not have to choose between a 
Christ who appeals to the “womanly” 
need for a happy relationship with a won-
derful man (Jesus) and the “manly” prefer-
ence for a Jesus who will “save the world 
against impossible odds.”  In Christ, notes 
O’Brien, we are new creatures altogether.  
“Christ is not simply the perfect male,” 
says O’Brien, “he is the perfect human 
being.”  O’Brien is quick to acknowledge 
that men and women are not identical, 
nor impervious to their instincts toward 
aggression or passivity, but that a genuine, 
biblically based encounter with Christ 
should challenge a man to become gentle 
and a woman to become bold.   
 

I’d like to say that the absence of com-
mentary from Grace men in this article is 
by design and not the result of a busy 
Christmas season and a late start on Grace 
Notes, but that would not be entirely ac-
curate.  However, if you are a man willing 
to share your thoughts on the topic of 
men’s attendance in church or the so-
called “Macho Messiah” movement, please 
feel free to contact me at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 630-
355-1748, ext. 240.  I would love to con-
tinue this dialogue in Grace Notes, espe-
cially as ours is a church with active men’s 
ministries and Christian gentlemen moved 
to engage other men in them.   
 

 

Brother,  Where Art Thou?   By Barb Ceruti 

Was Jesus  
A Man’s 
Man? 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo of your pet (or a 
friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or animal shot taken by you or someone you know 
(no internet downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail 
them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, ATTN: 
Barb, to be scanned (originals will be returned to the owner).  Please include your 
name, the animal’s name, and any other information you’d like us to know about 
the animal or photo. 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathies to the Friends & Families of… 
 

Martha Canfield, member of the Grace Cancer Support 
group 
Louetta Damm, aunt of Lynn Widup 
Ralph Federspiel, father of Clare Hounsell 
Olga Field, mother of Jan Frank 
Betty Garrett, mother of Steve Garrett 
Bill Harder, father of Andy Harder 
 

Celebrations 
 

Claire Cameron, daughter of Cassie and Steve 
Fredericks, was born on November 17 
George Wesley, son of Eric and Stephanie Zenow, was 
born on December 21 

  

Letters of Thanks  
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

My sincere and heartfelt thanks for the concern and kindness 
shown during my prolonged hospital stay this fall.  Your many 
get well cards and notes were deeply appreciated.  Our pastors 
were so faithful in visiting me, and your prayers sustained me 
when I felt discouraged.  I was especially touched by the beauti-
ful prayer shawl Pastor Bryan brought that was made by Bar-
bara LeMaster and her prayer shawl ministry.  We are truly 
blessed to be a part of such a caring congregation. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

   —Jean Anderson 
 

 
If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share with our 
family of Grace, please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, ext. 
240, or gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org.  You may also drop off 
letters or news to the church office, ATTN: Barb. 

Men, Join Us In an Hour of Prayer 
 

By Charlie Volz 
 

Last year, after reading Unbinding Your Heart for our 
Lenten season study, God touched my heart, and a 
new adventure in prayer for the men of Grace began.  
The book’s author, Martha Grace Reese, places a 
strong emphasis on the importance of prayer in our 
relationship with God to give us a passion for sharing 
our faith experience with others.  We now have a 
core group of men who regularly spend an hour in 
prayer on Sunday evenings, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., in the 
Chapel.  This group is committed to developing a 
stronger, more dynamic relationship with God through 
prayer and petition of God’s intervention for the 
needs of our families, the people of Grace, our com-
munities, nation, world, and ourselves. 
 

Our church leadership is again offering the book Un-
binding Your Heart in a church-wide study beginning the 
week of January 11.  Now is the ideal time to join us in 
this adventure in prayer, this opportunity to free our-
selves of the bonds that limit our journey through 
faith.  God’s will for us is to pray without ceasing (1 
Thessalonians 5:17).  One hour per week amounts to 
only 0.6% of your time! 
 

Men, break away from the demands of life to clear 
your minds to focus on prayer, meditate and experi-
ence God at a higher level in an informal, non-
intimidating atmosphere.  Resource materials on 
prayer and meditation will be available outside the 
Chapel to help you grow in this adventure.  You are 
also invited to spend more time (at your discretion) in 
personal prayer and meditation either in the Chapel or 
the Sanctuary until 9:00 p.m. 
 

If you have any questions or would like further infor-
mation, contact Charlie Volz at 815-609-2567.  Be 
sure to join us this Sunday, 7:00-8:00 p.m., in the 
Chapel! 

A Recipe for Wholeness 
• I hour on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Grace Activity Center 

• 1 intimate circle of worshipers  

• A generous helping of stirring, original music from 
singer/songwriter Vickie Wagner 

• 1 offering of weekly Holy Communion 

• Dash of informality 

• Heaps of spiritual fulfillment and blessing 

Mix all ingredients together and enjoy!  You will be very filled 
and ultimately satisfied.  Savor all week long. 

2nd Annual “Party with a Purpose” 
Join Seeds of Grace at their 2nd Annual “Party with a Purpose” on 
Saturday, February 7, 7:00-10:00 p.m., at the Stillwater Clubhouse 
(2308 W. 87th St. in Naperville). Come enjoy an evening of fun, deli-
cious food, entertainment and silent auction, and help us continue to 
raise awareness and funds for women and children in Kenya.  Tick-
ets are $50/person, including food and beverage.  Maximum atten-
dance is 100, and tickets are selling quickly, so make plans with 
friends and buy your tickets soon!  For tickets, contact Julie Utter 
(630-922-4157) or Annette Swanson (630-420-9638).  If you cannot 
join us this year, plan on it next year!  All proceeds benefit Seeds of 
Grace, dedicated to empowering vulnerable children and orphans in 
Kenya with education, shelter and proper nutrition. 


