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By Pastor Mark Himel       
 

There is no shortage of organiza-
tions across the world appealing for 
financial support. And while there 
are many good causes to invest in, 
there is only one that will make an 
“eternal impact,” and that is the lo-
cal church.  
 

You might look at just one church 
in your community and wonder if it 
has any measurable, significant, real 
effect. But when you consider all the 
churches in all the communities 
across the country and all that they 
individually do, the collective posi-
tive impact is massive.   
 

It is amazing that the church con-
tinues after 2,000 years, given all 
the flaws of its people. Consider this 
a testament to the strength of the 
broader church. We continue being 
the church, with all our flaws, only 
because of God’s grace.  
 

Because of God’s grace, we are al-
lowed to keep trying to continue 
His mission on earth of bringing the 
message of Jesus and His love to 
those in the world who will listen. 
We respond by being present in our 
communities, helping those in need 
of food, shelter, clothing, and of 
knowing God.  
 

Churches in America are in ministry 
within their respective communities 
but cannot address all needs alone. 
Yet, when you combine all the 
things all churches of many differ-
ent faiths do collectively, you 
emerge with a tidal wave of positive 
effects on our communities all 
across the nation and the world.  
 

The Church was created by Jesus. 
In Matthew 16:18, Jesus says He will 
build His Church. This is the first 
time the word “church” appears in 
the New Testament. Jesus came 
down to earth and showed us the 

way to change the world by estab-
lishing the church.  
 

Many organizations aim to change 
the world, but only the Spirit-filled 
church has the ability to do it. No 
other organization can claim it was 
created by 
the Creator. 
By starting 
the church, 
Jesus start-
ed a 
move-
ment of 
people unit-
ed around 
the idea 
that 
through Him, we can have a rela-
tionship with God, and by following 
Him we can change the world. 
 

God’s plan to change the world is 
the global church, the church work-
ing in unity to change the hearts of 
all people by telling them about Je-
sus. The Gospel changes people’s 
hearts by teaching theological wis-
dom—processing all experiences, 
both positive and negative, through 
the lens of God’s Word, not man’s 
secular knowledge and experiences.  
 

The church teaches the connection 
and relationship with God through 
the Holy Spirit that is always pre-
sent and ready to engage with us if 
we just pray and listen. Only Jesus 
can change us from the inside out, 
giving us the desire to focus on the 
needs of others within our com-
munities. Only a relationship with  
Jesus helps us take the focus off of 
ourselves and seek to fill the 
needs of others.  
 

Some people in need obtain help 
through secular organizations. 
How is the church different from 
a secular organization? The an-
swer is in the “why” of the church. 

Jesus taught us to take care of those 
in need in two ways: 1) by providing 
their earthly needs of food, shelter, 
and clothing; and 2) by filling their 
spiritual needs with the story of Je-
sus, Who, through love and grace, 

provides 
the oppor-
tunity for 
salvation.  
 

This “why” 
is the 
differ-

ence be-
tween a 
secular or-
ganization 
and the 

church. The church improves the 
local community and eventually so-
ciety as a whole, as all the churches 
participate in the cumulative posi-
tive effects on society, revealing 
God’s love and grace.  

Churches’ Cumulative Positive Effect on Society 

When you combine all the things 

all churches of many different 

faiths do collectively, you emerge 

with a tidal wave of positive 

effects on our communities all 

across the nation and the world. 

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Matthew+16:18


3  

By Barb Ceruti 
 

E 
ven as I’m pre-
paring my phone 
to record my in-
terview with 

Grace videographer and 
online content editor Bri-
an Lawler, he is wondering 
which app I use and sug-
gesting how we might uti-
lize both of our devices to 
capture the best quality.  
 

I tell him the audio re-
cording is merely for the 
purpose of catching what I 
may miss taking notes. I 
think how very old-
fashioned that must sound 
to the techy 31-year-old 
who brings our weekly 
9:00 a.m. Gathering wor-
ship and major worship 
events to life online.   
 

Yet, very quickly, I see that 
he is an “old soul,” wise 
beyond his years and 
many layers deep. It is 
when he shares the story 
of his life and coming to 
Christ that I realize how 
much more there is to this 
young man than his long, 
dark beard, ear gauges, 
body piercings and multi-
ple tattoos.  
 

“Character and heart will 
always shine through any 
outward appearance,” said 
Brian. “When I tell people 
how I met Jesus, I get to 
change the hearts and 
minds of those who may 
have preconceptions about 
who I might be.” 
 

Born and raised in south-
ern California, Brian at-

tended a Christian boot 
camp for at-risk youth 
when he was 13 years old. 
It was there that he 
learned what it meant to 
serve Christ by serving 
others.  
 

Despite a troubled up-
bringing and a family tree 
he describes as “duct-
taped and stapled togeth-
er,” Brian does not look 
back at what could have 
been. “I look at the good 
that came out of it. I went 
through the lowest of lows 
and found my salvation.” 
 

At the age of 18, Brian 
moved to Denver, then 
Illinois eight years later to 
be near his girlfriend, Ra-
chel Kahle. “I left friends 
and family in Colorado, 
but I asked God what I 
should do and got a slap 
on the back of the head.  
 

‘You know what to do,’ 
God said. So, I moved. Any 
time I’ve stopped and lis-
tened, I’ve trusted and fol-
lowed, and it’s always been 
to my benefit.”  
 

Grace Church crossed Bri-
an’s radar when Rachel’s 
father, Khris, told him 
there was a need for some-
one to operate the projec-
tor at Grace’s 9:00 a.m. 
contemporary worship 
service. Concerned he 
might become bored with 
the task (“I can be more 
handy than that”), Brian 
did not initially jump at 
the opportunity.  
 

“Khris doesn’t pes-
ter or badger, but 
when he men-
tioned it again, it 
stood out,” recalls 
Brian. “Maybe it 
was a calling.” 
When he finally 
stepped into the 
role, the curious 
looks and ques-
tions he received 
motivated him to 
stay.  
 

“’You need me 
here,’” I thought. 
Here’s an oppor-
tunity for me to be 
myself in this 
space, and that’s 
enough. That’s 
how this alterna-
tive looking per-
son with piercings and tat-
toos ended up in a tradi-
tional Methodist church.” 
 

But the story doesn’t end 
there.  
 

The singularity of operat-
ing a projector has long 
since been eclipsed by a 
marathon Sunday that be-
gins at 9:00 a.m. and ends 
at 10:00 p.m., resulting in 
the filmed, edited and art-
fully crafted online pro-
duction of the 9G contem-
porary worship, premier-
ing on Facebook and 
YouTube at 9:00 p.m. on 
Sundays.  
 

“Music videos speak to 
everything I love,” said the 
would-be cinematogra-
pher and natural artist. 
“Storytelling, beauty, cre-

ating emotions in others…
it’s all there.” 
 

At Christmas and Easter, 
his online video creations 
have brought full worship 
experiences to the entire 
world at home during this 
time of pandemic. Such 
productions require end-
less hours weaving the 
pieces of multiple people 
recording from various 
individual devices into one 
synchronized whole. “I’ve 
lost sleep and weight in 
the process,” remarked 
Brian.  
 

“But I literally get to bring 
Christmas to church. How 
cool is that?” 
 

Stay tuned...Grace Notes 
will continue to feature 
members of our staff and 
church teams.  

More Than Meets the Eye: Grace Videographer 
Shares Christ Through Art 

https://www.facebook.com/gracenaperville
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpCpzxXgEYSSXtPaK7WWgg
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Donor-Advised Funds Easy and Tax-Advantageous Way to Give 
to Charity    From Scott Oats, Grace Church Foundation President 

Donor-advised funds are the fastest growing charitable giving vehicle in the United 
States because they are one of the easiest and most tax-advantageous ways to give to 
charity. 
 

A donor-advised fund is like a charitable investment account for the sole purpose of 
supporting charitable organizations you care about. When you contribute cash, secu-
rities or other assets to a donor-advised fund, you can take an immediate tax deduc-

tion for the current fair market value of the assets contributed. Then those funds can be invested for tax-free 
growth and you can recommend grants to virtually any IRS-qualified public charity, including Grace Church 
and the Grace Church Foundation. 
 

Many sponsoring organizations offering donor-advised funds also enable you to create a succession plan for 
your donor-advised fund, whereby you can pass the remaining funds in your account on to your heirs or to 
your favorite charities. While sponsoring organizations handle succession differently, donor-advised funds can 
be a valuable tool for estate planning and legacy giving. 

• Many thanks to Grace Trustee Larry Hoopes, 
who recently installed energy-efficient LED  
fixtures in the music corridor extending to the 
Fellowship Hall entrance. Existing wiring will not 
support motion detectors, so please remember 
to switch them on/off. Let there be light! 

 
• Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry wishes to express 

their gratitude to all at Grace who contributed to 

the 650 pounds of food we collected for 

them late last year!  

• Grateful thanks to all who contributed to the 
Grysh Family Memorial fund upon the passing 
of our faithful custodian of 32 years, Paul Grysh, 
Sr. If you would like to donate to this fund, 
please click here and choose the Grysh Family 
Memorial option on the dropdown menu.  

 

Grace Church has reserved time slots 

at the FMSC Mobilepack at North Cen-

tral College (in the ResRec Center) on 

Saturday, February 19, 3:00-5:00pm, 

and Sunday, February 20, 11:00am-

1:00pm. Anyone age five and older 

may participate; children must be ac-

companied by an adult. All participants 

must wear a mask at all times.  
 

If you would like to sign up to join other 

members of our Grace family in pack-

ing meals for hungry children around 

the world, click here or contact  
lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org.   
 

The money raised at our children’s 

“Noisy Offering” has once again been 

used to purchase meals to be packed, 

but additional donations are always 

welcome and appreciated. Please click 

here to donate, and choose the Souper 

Bowl of Caring option on the dropdown 

menu.   

https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4DA9AA2EABFD0-fmsc1
mailto:lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
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New CHURCH Book Study 
       EXAMINES AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY  

                 AND WHITE SUPREMACY  
 

All are welcome to join a book study of Robert P. Jones’ White 
Too Long, an exploration of the relationship between American 
Christians and white supremacy. The group will meet via Zoom 
on Wednesday, February 16, 7:30-9:00 p.m. to discuss the first 
half of the book and then again on Wednesday, March 9, to 
discuss the remainder and wrap up. Questions from a study 
guide will be selected prior to each meeting. For those who 
would like a head start, the study guide can be found here.  If 
you would like to join this important study or for further infor-
mation, contact lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org,  
lisa.borton5@sbcglobal.net or Lauri Tredinnick at  
lauritred@gmail.com.
 
Another important read regarding race relations in the United 
States is Brit Bennett and Shayna Small’s The Vanishing Half 
about two twins who live in two different worlds: one white and 
one black.  

S unday, February 13, will 
bring us an opportunity 
to gather not only for 

the Big Game, but as a community 
to tackle hunger! Please join Grace 
Youth by supporting not one, but 
two hunger fighting initiatives 
during our annual “Souper Bowl of 
Caring.” Youth will be collecting 
food donations for our local 
Loaves & Fishes pantry, and mone-
tary donations will support the 
Feed the Need mobilepack with 
Feed My Starving Children. Mone-
tary donations may be given by 
clicking here (choose Souper Bowl of Caring on the dropdown menu), by dropping a check at the church 
marked Souper Bowl, or in a special collection taken by youth on Souper Bowl Sunday. Food donations may be 
deposited in the collection area in the narthex any time between February 1-13. Thank you in advance for your 
prayerful consideration and generous support. Don't forget to wear your favorite jersey on Sunday, February 13 
(any team, any sport) to show your spirit! Contact gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org with any questions.  

United Methodist Women will hold their annual CIN (Cinnamon Bun)  
Sunday fundraiser on Sunday, February 27, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. outside the Activity Center. The scent of delicious, pre-made, pre-
wrapped cinnamon rolls will waft through the air all morning! This year, 

we will not be able to eat the rolls at church, but instead pick up the 
number of rolls you wish to have and drop your donation into the basket 
marked “Youth Summer Mission Program.” All donations from the sale 

of the rolls will support 2022 Youth Summer Missions.    

https://katapy.vo.llnwd.net/COKESBURYTV/381/docs/126188.PDF
mailto:lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:lisa.borton5@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lauritred@gmail.com
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/souper-bowl-of-caring-2022-02-13
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/cinnamon-bun-cin-sunday
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Lenten Devotions  
Wanted! You’re 
“Good Enough”! 
 

For well over 50 years, Grace 
Church has published a booklet 
of Lenten devotions for each of 
the 40 days of Lent, plus the 
Sundays in between. This be-
loved tradition contains the orig-
inal devotions, poems, photo-
graphs, and artwork of members 
of our own church family.  
 

Whether you’re a regular con-
tributor or you’ve never submit-
ted a devotion before, your offer-
ings are very much needed and 
wanted!  
 

Our theme this year is “Good 
Enough.” Guidelines and inspira-
tion can be found here, or click 
the Lent 2022 tile at people-
ofgrace.org. Ash Wednesday is 
March 2; the deadline for  
submissions is February 14! 

 

Dear God, please help us to live the way you want us to live and 

share your unconditional love with all of your people.  Amen.  

February Food Pantry Beneficiary 

February’s 

pantry col-

lection will 

benefit 

Loaves & Fishes of Naperville.  For more than 36 years, this 

organization has been serving those in need in DuPage and 

Will Counties.  Loaves & Fishes began with a focus on food 

distribution but has added impactful programs to promote 

self-sufficiency.  Last year, they served 20,000 unique indi-

viduals.  Please donate online, choosing the Love Loaf (food 

pantries) option on the dropdown menu, or donate grocer-

ies for Grace Youth’s Souper Bowl of Caring on February 13, 

which will benefit Loaves & Fishes.  

All-Church  

Valentine’s Day Party! 

February  14   1-3pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Games · Prizes · Singing · Fellowship 
Masks Required; enter through doors near Fellowship Hall 

Doors open at 12:30pm  

Hosted by United Methodist Women  

Contact Kathy Carey at percula4344@sbcglobal.net for more info 

https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/2022LentDevoGuidelines.pdf
https://www.peopleofgrace.org
https://www.peopleofgrace.org
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/2022LentDevoGuidelines.pdf
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/all-church-valentine-s-day-party
mailto:percula4344@sbcglobal.net
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United Methodist Women’s February Meeting 
Explores the Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 

All women are invited to attend Grace 
United Methodist Women’s general Feb-
ruary meeting on Tuesday, February 1, 
9:30 a.m. on Zoom.  
 

The program will be “The Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial,” presented by Spiritual 
Growth Coordinator Diana McIlvane.  

 

For more information on joining UMW, 
contact Merrilyn Schultz 
(rgs115@sbcglobal.net).  
 

For more information about United 
Methodist Women, contact UMW Presi-
dent Kathy Carey 
(percula4344@sbcglobal.net) or  
peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-
women.   

Sisters Take “The Walk” Beginning February 3 

How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve 
him? These are the questions the Sisters Bible study class will explore beginning 
Thursday, February 3, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.  
 

In the Gospels, Jesus modeled for us the Christian spiritual life. The apostles 
taught it in their writings. And the Church has, through the last 2,000 years, 
sought to pursue this Christian spiritual life. 
 

In The Walk, Adam Hamilton focuses on five essential spiritual practices that are 
rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God and are taught throughout the New Testa-
ment. Each of these practices is intended to be part of our daily walk with Christ 
as well an essential part of growing together in the church. Deepen your walk 
with Christ as we explore the five essential practices of worship, study, serving, 
giving, and bearing witness to our faith. 
 

Contact Sandy Bray at braysnap@aol.com with any questions or for further  
information.  

Looking Ahead With Hearts On Fire 
Looking Ahead With Hearts On Fire 

The adult faith formation class “Hearts On Fire” is currently studying Adam Hamilton’s The Walk through February 

20. Next up for this group that meets on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in Room 250 is: 

March 6-April 10 - John: The Gospel of Light and Life, by Adam Hamilton 

April 24-May 29 - Take the Flag: Following the Signals in the Race of Your Life, by Rob Fuquay    

Contact bpacanowski@franklinsports.com with any questions or for more information. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84626385175?pwd=U00zZ0dDRVBjQ0g2eU9ua0pPZHBXdz09
mailto:rgs115@sbcglobal.net
mailto:percula4344@sbcglobal.net
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81078218817?pwd%3DeHJ4QzVuK0pvb1k1UkNhR0lpRGU3Zz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1hmAXhQeFhuuy9opxmfVdD
mailto:braysnap@aol.com
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/the-walk-with-hearts-on-fire
mailto:bpacanowski@franklinsports.com
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Grace United Methodist Church 

300 E. Gartner Road 

Naperville, IL  60540 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/purdue-bells-concert

