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A Prayer for Our Time
By Rev. Dr. Daniel Cochran

“All shall be well, all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be 
well. Amen.” So ends a famous prayer penned by Julian of Norwich, 
a medieval English mystic who spent much of her life meditating on 
visions of Christ that she received in 1373, when she was 30 years old. 
She recorded these visions in her journal and, later, in a book that 
survives to this day: Showings or Revelations of Divine Love. As far as 
we know, this is the very first book written by a woman in the English 
language.

In Showings, Julian reflects beautifully on the cosmic power of God’s 
divine love and on our human desire to receive that love—our longing 
for salvation. While we moderns tend to portray the medieval Church as 
somewhat dark and primitive, Julian’s theology emerges as a radiant light. 
She celebrates the gracious and loving heart of God that inspires us to live 
optimistic or hopeful lives, even in the face of uncertainty and suffering. 

And Julian knew a thing or two about suffering! She was just 5 years old 
when the Black Death, or bubonic plague, swept through her country, 
killing anywhere from 40 to 60 percent of the population; the plague 
would return to England in waves throughout her life. In 1373, when she 
received her famous visions, she was so ill that many thought she might die. She recovered and wrote Showings in the midst 
of the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381, a popular uprising spurred on by the plague’s economic impact. The rebels stormed London, 
setting fire to centers of law and government, before they were dispersed by King Richard II.

Julian emerged in the midst of all of this suffering and unrest to share her vision of God’s grace and mercy. There’s no 
sentimentality or naivete in her writing; her faith in God’s loving presence was experienced and affirmed in both the 
mundane routines of daily life and the hard realities of our world. She is a saint for our time, showing us how to live with 
a compassion and hope rooted in the Gospels, reminding us that it is in God alone that we “live and move and have our 
being” (Acts 17:28).

In our own pandemic age, when economic hardship and social unrest is a daily experience, we enter a Lenten season unlike 
any other in our lifetime. Lent is a season for repentance, but we reflect on our sins and those of the world always in light of 
our faith in God’s forgiveness and abiding love. This year, we invite you to participate in our Lenten journey beginning 
with a socially-distanced imposition of ashes at Grace on Wednesday, February 17 (more details to come inside and at 
www.peopleofgrace.org). Walk this journey with us through the pages of our daily devotional, compiled by Barb Ceruti 
and dedicated to our own Merrill Litchfield. Join us for a Lenten study of the book and video series, Entering the Passion of 
Jesus, and stay tuned for more information on our Holy Week activities and worship services. As we enter this Lenten season 
together, let us keep before us the entirety of Julian’s hopeful prayer:

 
 "In you, God all-mighty, we have our preservation and our bliss. In you, Christ, we have our restoring and our   
 saving. You are our mother, brother, and Savior. In you, our Lord the Holy Spirit, is marvelous and plenteous grace.  
 You are  our clothing; for love you wrap us and embrace us. You are our maker, our lover, our keeper. Teach us to   
 believe that by your grace all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well. Amen" 

Lenten Devotionals Still Needed! 
By: Barb Ceruti 

It’s a new year, and the season of Lent is on the horizon. Ash Wednesday is 
February 17!

Sincere thanks to those who have already submitted contributions to our 
annual Lenten booklet of devotions, featuring original writing, photographs 
and artwork from our church family and friends for each day of Lent 
and the Sundays in between. We are still very much in need of additional 
devotions, especially in the absence of Merrill Litchfield, former editor and 
prolific contributor.

This year’s booklet is entitled “A Time Like No Other.” This past year (and 
even the entrée into 2021) has presented us with unparalleled challenges 
and caused us to adapt, reflect and re-evaluate, perhaps like never before. 

I won’t prattle on, but we need you!

Ideas and submission guidelines can be found here. Contact Barb Ceruti at (bceruti917@gmail.com) with any further 
questions. Thank you!

Note: The completed Lenten booklet will be available at www.peopleofgrace.org/Lent-2021, and daily devotions will be 
emailed to those on our electronic mailing list.

Printed copies will only be available by request. If you would like a printed copy of the booklet, please email 
(bceruti917@gmail.com) or call the Church Office at 630-355-1748 by February 12! 
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Parent's Day Out 2021-2022 Registration Begins!
Parent's Day Out, part of Children's Ministries at Grace Church, is pleased to announce the program will reopen for the 
2021-2022 school year on Monday, August 30. 

This childcare program is for children 1-4 years old.  Parent's Day Out operates from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday-Thursday 
and will run from August 30, through May 26, 2022.

Children may be registered to attend one to two days per week depending on their age and availability.  Registration 
begins on Monday, February 1. The 2021-2022 Application Form will be made available at www.peopleofgrace.org/pdo  
for electronic submission on that date. 

Contact the PDO Office at 630-355-6146 or by email at graceparentsdayout@peopleofgrace.org for more information.

United Methodist Women February Gathering

United Methodist Women will meet on Zoom Tuesday, February 2, at 9 a.m. for their monthly general meeting. 

The program will be “The Call to Prayer and Self Denial” presented by Spiritual Growth Coordinator, Mary Ann 
Guenzler. All women are welcome to attend. 

Visit www.peopleofgrace.org/UMW-Zoom for Zoom details.

Contact Candy DeGarmo, UMW President, (candydegarmo@gmail.com) for more information.

Loaves & Fishes 
Food Pantry Collection 

Play with Parenting with Grace Continues!

Thanks to everyone who joined Parenting with Grace 
(PwG) for our January cooking class! If you missed it, 
there's still time to catch two other Play with Parenting 
with Grace events this winter! Join us on Zoom on the 
dates below for fun, family activities. Our hope is that 
these gatherings will foster fellowship among parents 
and families as well as provide something to put on the 
calendar and look forward to during this long winter. 
The events are for families with kids and teens of all 
ages. We hope you'll save these dates!

February 21, at 3 p.m. Bring on the games! Pick a 
family "Zoom" Team Name and join us as Stefanie 
Abderhalden and family lead us in games over Zoom. Families with children and teens of all ages are invited and 
there will be something for everyone! We will plan to play Bingo, trivia, do a scavenger hunt, and more!

March 28, at 3 p.m. Grab the scissors and glue! We'll get together for a Lenten themed craft led by Bonnie Lewan 
and her family.

Register for the February event at www.peopleofgrace.org/parenting  and save the date for our March event as well! 
We hope you will also follow PwG on Facebook at "Parenting with Grace Group." 

Contact Stefanie Abderhalden (stefanie.abderhalden@gmail.com) with any questions.

Painting in the Pandemic! Reverse Advent 
Calendar Thank You! 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
participated 
in the Reverse 
Advent 
Calendar! 

We collected 
2,700 pounds 
of food to 
benefit the 
Aurora 
Interfaith Food Pantry. Their staff and clients are 
grateful from the bottom of their hearts for our 
generous contributions to those in need. 

Thank you for being the Church to our community 
during this Advent Season!

February’s Food Pantry Collection will benefit Loaves and 
Fishes Pantry in Naperville.  

COVID-19’s impact on families has resulted in an average 
of 909 families visiting the pantry weekly compared to an 
average of 789 families pre COVID-19. 

Instead of collecting bags of food at Grace, we invite you 
to donate cash, or food items via their “Virtual Food 
Drive” found at www.loaves-fishes.org under the “Ways to 
Give” drop-down menu. You will see a list of their most 
needed items and can select the number of items you wish 
to donate. 

The remainder of all the 
hallways and restrooms 
in the building have been 
painted during the past 8 
to 10 months. We used 116 
gallons of paint and over 
2,000 hours of labor.

The group of painters 
included: Larry Hoopes, 
Steve Peters, Tim Ford, 
Greg Chalecki, Paul Grysh, 
Robert Bajlozi Ron Laub, 
and Joe Schvach. 

The trustees want to thank 
them for their service and 
saving the church more than 
$100,000 of labor costs.

Paul Grysh, Larry Hoopes, Steve Peters, Greg Chalecki (top row from left to right) 
Ron Laub and Tim Ford (front row from left to right) 
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Lent 2021

Lenten Book/Video Study!
Join Pastor Daniel as we explore the significance of Holy Week with a new book and video series by Dr. Amy Jill-Levine, 
Entering the Passion of Jesus.

The study group will meet by Zoom on Wednesday evenings, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., beginning on Wednesday, February 
24. Participants will purchase their own books. 

Contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org) for more information and the Zoom link. 

Ash Wednesday 
All are invited to drive-thru at Grace UMC on Ash Wednesday, February 17, for a socially- distanced event including a 
prayer station and the imposition of ashes.

We will staff the stations throughout the day, from 8 a.m. - 10 a.m., Noon - 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. in the main parking 
lot by the Worship Center Entrance. 

From 4 p.m. - 7, we will also distribute Lenten materials for children, youth, and adults. Register Now to receive materials 
at www.peopleofgrace.org/Lent-drive-thru. 

Stay tuned for more details at www.peopleofgrace.org and in the weekly Friday eblast. 

40 Days of Kindness
Celebrate 40 Days of Kindness with Grace!  What better way to celebrate Lent than to give up some of your time and 
resources to complete 40 acts of kindness that brighten someone’s day or make it easier?  

A flyer with a chart of 40 ideas will be available at Lenten Drive-thru on Ash Wednesday, February 17, so be sure to pick 
one up and mark off the days of Lent with your acts of kindness. You can also download the flyer at www.peopleofgrace.
org/40-days in February. Take a picture in the act and share it with the Grace Community at gracepics@peopleofgrace.org.  

Contact Lara Stanton (lstanton56@gmail.com) for more information.

Children’s Faith Formation Ministry: 
Supporting Their Strong Foundation
By: Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children’s Faith Formation 

The Children’s Faith Formation Ministry at Grace UMC is one of the first memories our children have connecting their life 
with God outside of their home.  

As I talk to many adults, most have fond memories of their Sunday school days, or they still remember that special Sunday 
school teacher that taught them something that stuck with them.  I fully understand that church and commitment to being 
a part of the church have shifted since the days of our grandparents and parents.  The world has changed, and churches are 
trying to figure out how to first, keep everyone connected to God and second, how to stay focused on the true mission of 
the church.  How is God guiding us to make disciples for the transformation of the world?  

(Continued on the back page)
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Please join Grace Youth Ministry (G.Y.M.) and our Confirmation students in tackling hunger!

Sunday, February 7 (the same day as the BIG game) Souper Bowl of Caring strives to tackle hunger and provide food for 
those experiencing food insufficiency. Partnering with youth groups, schools, and businesses around the country, funds 
are collected and each $1 collected is used by Souper Bowl of Caring to purchase and supply $30 worth of needed food for 
food pantries.

This year Grace Youth Ministry and the Confirmation class have chosen to support Loaves and Fishes food pantry in
Naperville. We need YOUR help to make a bigger impact!

Please consider donating food or funds in one of the following ways

Donating FUNDS:
1. Visit https://www.loaves-fishes.org/ January 30 - February 8 and go to the DONATE FUNDS page.  Here you will find 

a drop-down with Grace Souper Bowl.  Your monetary donation entered will go directly to Loaves and Fishes. 
2. Checks (made payable to Loaves & Fishes) will be accepted on Sunday, February 7, from 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. at Grace 

during our Drive-Thru Tackle Hunger Food Rally.

Donating FOOD:
1. Visit https://www.loaves-fishes.org/ and click on Ways to Donate.  Here you will find a link for Virtual Donation. You 

may purchase (at lower costs) large quantities of food items that the pantry currently needs.  The food will be delivered 
right to Loaves and Fishes.

2. Visit Grace UMC on Sunday, February 7, from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and drop-off non-perishable food items.  Please 
note the most needed items list by visiting  www.peopleofgrace.org/hunger.  (Feel free to wear your favorite jersey, 
decorate your vehicle in your team colors, etc. for our Drive-thru Tackle Hunger Food Rally!) 

Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) with questions or for more information.  

As a collective ministry, our first mission is to support families as they build a foundation of faith at home.  Weekly faith 
formation classes on Zoom at 9 a.m., seasonal special programs and events, Vacation Bible School, weekly children’s choir, 
bell choir, Parenting with Grace programs, opportunities to serve, teaching our children generosity and how to talk to God 
through prayer are all contributing to their faith formation as well as ours!  

I would like to thank God for our families, Rachel Wiskari, Nancy Wiskari, Polly White, Shelly Drescher and Gaye Lynn 
Loufek for being part of this new journey we started with our littlest on an online platform that can be challenging, 
but so spiritually fulfilling every week!  My call to action and prayer is that we can build a stronger ministry and parent 
relationships on behalf of our children.  

I would like to invite any current or past parents, grandparents or caregivers who are passionate about re-imagining and 
being a part of the children’s faith formation ministry at Grace to email me at chamus@peopleofgrace.org.  I am always 
reminded that God does not call the equipped, he will equip those who he calls! 

Souper Bowl of Caring

Save the Date!! 
February 12, 5 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. on Zoom “Love Lift Us Up” Caregiver and Me for a time of fun and fellowship! 
Register Now at www.peopleofgrace.org/love! 

March 28-April 4, Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday activities (Holy Week plus!)

July 12-16 Vacation Bible School, we will communicate the format as we monitor conditions.
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