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Join us during the season of Lent, as we explore the book Five Means of Grace: Experience God's Love the Wesleyan Way by 
Elaine Heath. With Sunday messages and small group opportunities, we will discover better ways to experience God's love 
in our lives. This challenging study will be discussed throughout the week as well as on Sunday.  Stay tuned for more details 
about study opportunities in Grace in Mission and at www.peopleofgrace.org/lent-2018. 

God has been working since cre-
ation to convince humanity that a 
life that bows to God’s kingship is a 
life of abundance, grace, innovation 
and change--where transformed 
people live in radically new relation-
ships with one another. Jesus was 
sent to proclaim the reality of this 
new community. Under His Lord-
ship as the Son of God, it is quite 
unlike any the world had ever seen.  

The author of the Gospel of Luke 
witnesses to us of this upside king-
dom that counters the ways of the 
culture; a kingdom where the last 
shall be first, the weak become 
strong, the poor become rich, the 
blind see and the child leads. Luke 
shows us God’s unlimited capacity 
in the story of Jesus sending Simon 
Peter back out to sea after a night 
of fishing failed to produce any fish. 
Peter and his partners return with 
such an abundance the nets tear and 
the boat begins to sink! Luke 5:1-11 

We are currently in a budget di-
lemma, but there is good news in 
all that God is doing through the 
amazing Grace staff and laity. We 
see it in the numbers of children 
participating, people being visited, 
people serving, people growing 
deeper in faith. It may take a bit for 
changes to impact the church as 

a whole, but if we 
pay attention to the 
places where God is 
working, the work 
of God will spread. 

It doesn’t take much for a short-
fall to impact ministries when the 
budget margins are thin and the 
bulk of the budget is for staff and 
building expenses. In this month’s 
“Grace Notes” you’ll see an insert 
from our Church Council describ-
ing the financial challenge we face. 
Grace must commit to paying staff 
salaries, electric bills, maintenance 
of the grounds, our share of the 
ministry of the global UMC and 
our support of worthy local or-
ganizations. Our financial stew-
ards would feel a whole lot better 
knowing in advance that you plan 
to share in those commitments. 

Some of you have expressed con-
cern that in the midst of a budget 
dilemma we are talking about re-
modeling the building. That seems 
almost like having Jesus ask us to 
go back out in the deep water to 
catch more fish! Like Simon Peter 
we don’t see the point, until we 
remember Who is asking. The fact 
remains that the dollars available 
for the building are restricted and 
cannot be used for the operating 

budget. One fund cannot cover the 
other. But if used for the building, 
the funds available will contribute 
to Grace’s mission! The building is 
our boat; it’s the biggest investment 
the church has. And Jesus is asking 
us to take it out to deeper waters, to 
make younger families feel like they 
have a home here. 

I keep assuring myself and the staff 
and the lay leadership at Grace 
that God will come through in the 
people of Grace. You’ve done so 
for over 125 years. The fruit their 
works are producing will not go un-
noticed. The fish are jumping and 
the nets are ready. God’s capacity is 
without limits.

We all are called by virtue of our 
baptism to participate in God’s mis-
sion to the world in Jesus Christ. 
We are called to reorient our prior-
ities to align with God’s priorities, 
to use the gifts God gives us to love 
and serve others. Jesus’ word to 
Simon Peter is also a word to us: 
“Do not be afraid.” Jesus’ mission 
is “catching” us when we fall and 
catching others through us. 

The Fish are Jumpin' and 
the Nets Are Ready!

March 25: Passion/Palm Sunday Worship at 8:15 
a.m. and 9:30 a.m. music led by the Chancel Choir.
The 11 a.m. with music led by the Grace Praise Team.

March 29: Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:30 p.m. 
with Holy Communion and Handwashing on this holy 
night, commemorating the Last Supper. Music led by 
the New Life Singers. (Childcare available)

March 30: Good Friday Worship at 7:30 p.m. 
Tenebrae service with music led by the Chancel Choir. 
(Childcare available)

March 31: Saturday Prayer Vigil from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in the Chapel.

March 31: Saturday Evening Easter Service at 5 
p.m. with Holy Communion and music led by Vickie
Wagner featuring the Grace Chamber Singers and
Grace Brass Ensemble. (Childcare available)

April 1: Easter Sunday Worship:

Traditional Worship at 8:15 a.m. with music led by the 
New Life Singers, Grace Brass Ensemble and Organ. 
(Childcare available)

Blended Worship at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. with music 
led by the Chancel Choir, Grace Praise Team, Grace 
Brass Ensemble and Organ. (Childcare available)

Mark Your Calendars! Holy Week and Easter 2018 

Lent 2018 



 “Soup”-er Bowl of Caring
Youth Summer Missions Kick-off Meeting for both 
Side x Side and Hope @ Home will be held on Sunday, 
February 11, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

All youth, grades 6th-12th, young adults, and adults 
are invited to attend the meeting to learn more about 
our mission plans for the summer of 2018. Side x Side, 
primarily construction focused, is a week-away mission 
trip for those who have completed 8th grade - adult and 
will be June 9-17, 2018. Hope @ Home is a local, home-
bound mission opportunity with a community focus 
for those entering 6th - 8th grades in the fall (2018) and 
adult mentors/chaperones. Hope @ Home will be July 
17-19.

Questions regarding either opportunity may be directed 
to Gaye Lynn Loufek, Director of Youth Ministries.

Youth Summer Missions Kick-Off 
Help Grace Youth TACKLE 
hunger on Sunday, February 4...
yes, the day of the BIG game!  

All are invited to wear your 
favorite jersey to worship/Sunday 
School that morning--any team, 
any sport--to show your support 
and desire to tackle hunger. 

Monetary donations will be accepted following each 
service with proceeds being donated to Naperville Loaves 
and Fishes. Each dollar donated offers the pantry $10.00 of 
buying power. Together we can make a difference!

Christmas At Trinity Methodist Church in Joliet, IL
By Ruth Allison

Trinity UMC, Grace UMC’s sister church in Joliet, blessed us once again with wonderful food and fellowship as we 
celebrated Christmas together.  People from Grace traveled to Trinity this year, bringing love, presents (and our presence) 
and food. Our friends at Trinity greeted us with a wonderful time of music, food and fellowship. 

The Christmas celebration was organized by the Religion and Race Committee with Sisters Bible Study members lending 
helping hands. A very special thank you to the many, many shoppers at Grace who helped these children learn the gift of 
unconditional love. Thanks to Erin O’Brien and Traci Limes for making and organizing the tags. Thanks to the Newells 
from Grace for renting the van, Bob Elazan, Margaret Harrison, the White family, Linda Kottis, Cathy Bozett, Harold and 
LuRay Workman and Bob Allison who helped fill the van, distribute the gifts and participate in the celebration. We also 
distributed the many hats, scarves, and gloves you placed on the Christmas tree, collected by Ginnie Battle through her 
Emmaus group and family. A special thanks to Pastor Tammy and her daughters Hannah and Haylee, who bring love and 
energy to every outing!

Going forward, I’m hoping our church might consider helping Trinity fundraise to improve their facility. There is always 
more we can do to assist our friends in sharing the true meaning of Christmas. It was my sincere privilege to represent 
Grace UMC at Trinity this year. 

Feed the Need MobilePack 2018 
Feed the Need Mobilepack will be held at North Central College on
February 17 & 18, 2018. This February will mark the 6th year Grace UMC has 
participated  in packing meals for Feed My Starving Children. This ministry has 
become an annual event and our congregation has paid for and packed 188,519 
meals which have fed 516 children for one entire year. Our church has supplied 
 a total of 828 volunteers thus far. 

The catastrophic weather events of 2017 have increased the need for meals. 
One meal a day will sustain lives and provide God’s children hope for the future. 
You can make a difference in the lives of hundreds of starving children this year. 
It takes little of your time, you get on-the-job training, and it’s lots of fun. 

If you have not already registered for a packing slot, there is still time for you to participate in this God-inspired event. 
There may be cancellations that you can fill, or you can volunteer for support positions that are just as necessary to make 
the MobilePack successful. Contact Gay Craig at gaygcraig@sbcglobal.net for more information about opportunities to 
make our world a better place. 

*** Facts about Feed My Starving Children: More than 90% of donations are spent directly on meal production. More 
than 284 million meals were produced last year. Nearly 1.1 million volunteers participated last year. The number of 
children who were fed is 779,000. 

Grace Library: Book Give Away 
On February 11, in the Activity Center, the Grace UMC 
Library will be hosting a give away of  books that no 
longer fit the library’s needs. 

For the most part, these are books that have older 
publication dates, or are in need of repair. However, the 
material in these books is still exceptional, providing 
much theological background material and Christian 
living information that is still valid today. 

Stop by and pick up some reading material at no charge. 
Left over books will be disposed, and not returned to the 
library.

 CIN Sunday 
United Methodist Women will 
hold their annual CIN Sunday 
February 11 in Activity Center. 
The scents of delicious freshly 
baked cinnamon rolls will waft 
through the air all morning.

Between services, you may 
purchase rolls and/or drawing tickets for a beautiful 
Youth Summer Missions Quilt. 

All proceeds from the quilt and the cinnamon rolls 
will support our Youth Summer Mission program.  
The winning quilt ticket will be drawn at the Hamball 
luncheon on Friday, April 13. 

Ash Wednesday (February 14) 
The Ash Wednesday Experience and the Traditional Ash 
Wednesday Service will lead us into a time of prayer and 
reflection focused on the coming Lenten Season. Lent is a 
time of humility, allowing us to open our hearts to make 
room for new blessings as we prepare for the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

The 5 p.m. Ash Wednesday Experience will include the 
imposition of ashes, a child-friendly message, music by 
the Grace Children’s Choirs, and conclude with a 
meaningful time of reflection and prayer. 

The 7:30 p.m. Traditional Ash Wednesday Worship 
features sacred music from the Chancel Choir, the 
imposition of ashes, and Holy Communion with healing 
prayer and anointing.

Save the Date!  Over 50 Fellowship 
Join us on Friday, March 9, at Noon  in Fellowship Hall for special guest speaker Richard Tucker, 
former Assistant Special Agent in Charge for the United States Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA). 

Mr. Tucker will share experiences from his fascinating career in law enforcement including 10 years 
as a police officer and 25 years as a DEA agent in both domestic and international assignments. After retiring from law 
enforcement, he has become a consultant in the healthcare industry. You will not want to miss his exciting program as he 
shares his unique perspective on many issues facing us today. 

Sign-up will be in the Church Office until Wednesday, March 7,  at noon.  Lunch will begin at noon, followed by the 
program at 1 p.m. $10 cash payable at the door.  All are welcome!  Note: This meeting is on Friday not our normal 
Thursday! 

Vacation Bible School 2018 
Calling all 3 year olds through 
completed 4th graders! Jump 
in as we navigate down the 
Rolling River Rampage from 
June 25-29 from 9 - 11: 45 a.m. 
each day! We will have a week 
full of music, dramatic stories, 
scripture fun, great games and 
yummy snacks! You will not want your child(ren) to miss 
this! Save the date on your calendar, and spread the word! 

Register now at www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs! Registration 
closes on June 18. No late registrations will be accepted. 

Adults and Youth Apprentices (6th grade through 12th 
grade): We Need You!  Contact Chamus Burnside-
Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more 
information.



Important Update from Grace Church Council 

The good news is Grace UMC ended the year with a great December! Thank you for your faithful giving, which 
raised our total giving for 2017 to 3.1% more than budgeted! 

The challenging news is that the original budget for 2017 included a deficit of $128,000. Church Council passed 
this deficit budget last February, with the option to use up to $100,000 in reserve funds to cover most of the loss if 
necessary. This decision was made to avoid cutting staff prematurely during this time of transition--it was 
considered an investment in Grace and in God’s capacity. Even though receipts were 3.1 percent over budget, the 
close of 2017 leaves us with a $124,000 deficit. Church Council will follow through with their plan to use reserves 
and will close out the year with a $24,000 loss. (Kudos to our skilled Finance team for accurately predicting 
expenses and income!) 

The budgeted expenses for 2017 totaled $1.55 million. Expected expenses for 2018 to support and expand Grace 
Ministries and to cover increasing fixed costs total about 1.6 million. Although the average of total contributions over 
the years between 2012 and 2016 was $1.55, the contributions received in 2017 totaled only $1.39 million. 

What’s the availability of Grace UMC Foundation Funds to fill the gap? 

Staff and lay leaders are using available funds from the Foundation as designated by donors. The UM Foundation has 
a healthy balance, but these funds are restricted and cannot be used for budgeted operating expenses. The Foundation 
Board uses a grant application process to evaluate each request, ensuring each is vetted by a Grace committee and is in 
keeping with the intent of the donor. 

What’s the status of the building plan? Are we going to be asked to support a capital campaign? 

The building plan has not been finalized. With your feedback, components of the Master Plan presented last spring 
have been adjusted to keep the entire project under $2 million. That amount includes reserves for the roof needed in 
the future and other known large maintenance needs. Since a portion of the Holloway gift is available for building 
costs, a capital campaign would only be needed for the balance between the available $1.5 and the total of the project 
as approved by a future congregation-wide vote. 

Our Challenge, Our Opportunity 
The pledge campaign for 2018 produced commitments to cover 51 percent of the total contributions needed. While a bit 
disconcerting, this is normal in church world. A portion of the budget is always based on the prior year’s contributions 
and with faith that those who do not pledge will continue to give. These pledge campaign results would normally lead 
us to present the budget for 2018 without too many changes from 2017. Unfortunately, the total actually received for 
2017 is $200,000 less than the amount needed for 2018. Further, constraining the 2018 budget to the 2017 actual received 
support will require substantial cuts in 2018.

The ministry we hope to lead at Grace cannot take place without 
your support. Cutting the budget at this point in time means cutting 
staff. Laity volunteers cannot fill all of the staff responsibilities. The 
number of staff personnel has been reduced over the years to the 
point where those who remain cannot absorb additional 
responsibilities. Other expenses are fixed and some, such as utility 
rates have increased, leaving few options. The church does not have 
additional reserve funds to balance the budget. 

The Church Council, with recommendations from the Finance and 
Staff-Parish Relations Committees, will have to make a decision in 
February as to how we will move forward to fulfill God's mission 
for Grace in 2018. If you’ve been holding back to see what will 
happen at Grace, we invite you to consider this your time to 
recommit. On behalf of all of the people of Grace we thank you!

What can we do? 

 Church Council is asking for additional 
pledges totally at least $200,000 to be 
received by February 15th. This will 
indicate to leadership that the 
congregation is willing and able to 
support our current staff with the 
changes indicated on the back of this 
insert. We continue to hear your 
suggestions and concerns and are 
working to equip Grace for mission in 
2018! 



All In for Grace in 2018! 
We believe the people of Grace have a deep love for this church and a revitalized hope for all that is to come! 
Your faithful giving is just one aspect of your generosity and love. Your clergy, staff and leadership are working 
hard to support you in the effort of giving!  

God will work with or without Grace UMC. But what a sacred privilege it is to be invited into all that God 
has planned for this incredibly gifted congregation! When the Grace congregation turns its face toward the 
cross and moves intentionally in the way of Jesus, there will be no limit to what God will accomplish through 
us. God’s vision is always just beyond our reach. Reaching beyond requires that we trust God to do God’s 
part; that we live within God’s capacity rather than our own.. 

We are excited about plans and adjustments for 2018: 
Increased Pastoral Support: 
• Increased pastoral support for members in mission, outreach and discipleship ministries by shifting 

associate pastor responsibilities from 25% Grace-focused/75% online ministry to 100% Grace-focused 
• Hospital and homebound visitation by all Grace clergy in place of one part-time visitation pastor 
• Positioning our experienced deacon to serve as clergy support for children and family ministries 
• Providing an emergency contact for after-hours pastoral support 
• Providing rotating pastoral coverage in the building each day 

Continued Excellence in Worship and Music 
• Classic Evensong worship offered quarterly 
• More emphasis on incorporating our children in worship 
• Continued study of worship style and times to determine what best serves worshipers 
• New preschool music program that invites our PDO children into the church 

Emphasis on Discipleship and Outreach 

• All-church studies planned bi-annually in addition to Advent and Lenten studies 

• Community wide youth event coming in July 

• Development of a discipleship pathway that guides members and newcomers to a deeper relationship 
with God and greater participation in ministry in and through a prescribed set of studies and activities. 

• Expansion of the successful new-member ministry (52 new members in 18 months!) 
• Revitalization of the welcoming/hospitality ministry already in place through Grace leaders 

• New system for connecting persons to ministries that fit their particular passions, gifts and availability, 
(replacing the old ‘nominations’ phone bank system) using Grace Connect 

 
Improved Administration/Communication Functions (already in place and/or in process) 
• Securing members’ information and church files by utilizing staff and contracted IT support 
• Encouraging continued use of Grace Connect, rolled out church-wide in 2017 

• Providing communication to members via 10 different media! (Grace Notes, Grace in Mission, 
website, e-blast, Facebook, Sunday announcements, flat screen announcements, livestream and 
radio broadcasts, email and mail.) Flat screens at all entrances. 

• Install new electronic sign in current monument with residuals from 2012 capital campaign funds 
• New parking lot and outside building signage to welcome visitors and provide better wayfinding. 


