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Life: The Ultimate Valentine’s Day Gift! Donate Feb. 9 

“Hearts On Fire”  
Invites You to New  
Spring Studies! 
 

Take a look at all the faith-forming 
options this winter and spring (at 
left)!  All are welcome to join the 
“Hearts On Fire” adult Sunday 
School class at 9:30 a.m. in Room 
250.  Discussion will follow each 
week’s session.  Attendees are  
encouraged to purchase books and 
study materials at  
www.cokesbury.com.  Beginning on 
February 15, HOF will explore Rob 
Fuquay’s The God We Know, a sev-
en-week Lenten study.  Following 
that, they’ll look at Max Lucado’s 
Before Amen:  The Power of Simple 
Prayer and Jennie Allen’s Restless.  
This new year, stretch the bounda-
ries of your faith journey by explor-
ing new and interesting spiritual ter-
ritory with a heart on fire!  For fur-
ther information, contact Bob  
Pacanowski at 630-355-0804 or  
BPacanowski@franklinsports.com. 

Deadline For Grace 
Foundation’s NCC  
Scholarship Is Feb. 19! 
If you are a North Central College 
student, or plan to enroll this fall, 
and you are a member of Grace, you 
are eligible to apply for the Grace 
Church Foundation’s North Central 
College $1,000 scholarship.  These 
funds could be matched by the Unit-
ed Methodist Foundation and North 
Central College for a total scholar-
ship of $3,000.  Application forms 
can be found at www.umhef.org.  
Please place your completed applica-
tion, along with a cover letter de-
scribing your involvement in church 
and community service activities and 
two letters of reference in the Grace 
Foundation’s mailbox in the Stephen 
Ministry lounge by February 19.  This 
scholarship is here for your ad-
vantage, originally due to the gener-
osity of Anna Stephenson, who made 
a generous donation for this purpose 
to the Grace Church Foundation. 
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Your Lenten Booklet Has 
Arrived!   
Each year, I am moved by the gift of our 
annual book of daily Lenten devotions, 
written by members of our own Grace 
family and friends.  I (and editor Merrill 
Litchfield) get a sneak preview long before 
it goes to print and into your hands.  In the 
early stages of production, I’m mainly look-

ing for typos and layout issues. [Merrill does the bulk of this, 
plus the initial “hard editing” for space limitations, if neces-
sary.]   
 

But after it’s gone to the printer, and there’s nothing that can  
be done about any errors that escaped my eyes (groan...see 
my note at the end of this article), I have a chance to really 
soak in the heartfelt words and images that people have so 
generously offered.  It’s always a blessing, and even more so 
when I read it “for real,” on a day-by-day basis during Lent.  
Merrill and I sincerely hope you find it a blessing as well.   
 

My sincere thanks go to Merrill for the tremendous effort 

and passion he puts into this project each year...and he’s been 
editor for many of the book’s 40+ years!  In addition to edit-
ing the booklet (and authoring several of its devotions), Mer-
rill creates a set of guidelines each year to help contributors 
get started, based on the book’s theme each year, and care-
fully plans where each devotion will appear in the book.  This 
year’s theme is “Christianity Is Catching...Pass It On!”  Please 
enjoy reading about how, or through whom, God and Christ 
have come into the lives of our wonderful people of Grace.  
Thank you also to our pastors and all who contributed to this 
booklet with their written devotions, poetry, and photo-
graphs.  You are sincerely appreciated.   
 

Additional copies of the Lenten booklet are available in the 
church office for $1, while supplies last.  The book will also 
be online at www.peopleofgrace.org beginning February 18, 
along with “Second Helpings” of additional devotions. 
 

NOTE:  Sure enough, I noticed an error AFTER the Lent book 
was printed.  In Pastor Tammy Scott’s Ash Wednesday devotion on 
page 4, the last sentence got cut off.  In full, it should read:  “And 
also think about whom you might invite to join you at church, in 
conversation, or in prayer this Lenten season.”    —-Barb Ceruti 

All Grace members and friends are wel-
come to join us in Fellowship Hall this 
Sunday, February 8, at 9:30 a.m. 
or 12:00 p.m. for a summary of the re-
sults of the church-wide assessment sur-
vey conducted at the close of 2014.   
 

An excellent response of approximately 
305 members (over 55% of our average 
Sunday worship attendance) completed 
the survey, providing us with a good 
consensus of our church's "voice.” On 
January 10, our Senior Pastor Transition 
Team and approximately 40 other 
church leaders/staff and our District 
Superintendent, Rev. Dick Wisdom, 
were presented with the Church As-
sessment Tool/Report by our consult-
ants from the Samaritan Center for 
Congregations.   
 

At the February 8 meetings, members of 
the Transition Team will provide an  
executive summary of the report and 
share highlights of the presentation  
given on January 10.  The main themes 

emphasized in the report are an oppor-
tunity for Bishop Sally Dyck and her 
Cabinet to recognize Grace’s strengths 
and areas in need of attention when de-
ciding upon the next Senior Pastor to 
lead GUMC.  Those themes included: 
 

• Celebration and acknowledgement of 
an outstanding music program and 
ministry 

• Attracting more young families to 
visit, join and engage at GUMC 

• Recognition of a declining attendance 
trend 

• Enhancement of the overall "worship 
experience" and message style 

• Attention needed to provide more 
opportunity for Christian education 
and development to youth and young 
adults 

• Improving the overall satisfaction and 
energy levels currently present in our 
church 

At the meetings on February 8, our 
Transition Team will elaborate on these 

points 
and 
pro-
vide a 
print-
ed 
overview and summary for all at-
tendees.  Time permitting, there will be 
an opportunity for questions at the 
close of the meetings, and Transition 
Team members will continue to 
be available for further discussion 
throughout this period.   

 

Please plan to join us as we continue to 
explore and discover our church's voice 
and prepare for our next Senior Pastor! 
 
Editor’s Note:  Please accept our apologies 
if you are in receipt of this newsletter after 
February 8.  Our Grace Notes mailing is 
through USPS bulk mail, which cannot guar-
antee a timely post.  However, it’s most 
often a turn-around of only a few days, 
which is why I’m chancing it here! 

Survey Results Explained This Sunday From Pastor Tammy Scott 
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Crimes Against Humanity  By Pastor Tammy Scott 

Pastor’s Journal        

 

Planning ahead for sermons has been a part of my life for 35 years.  Now that I am approaching 
retirement, looking to worship has shifted to a much more limited time frame.  Planning for  
worship at Grace has a six-month time frame.  So, now all the worship services until I retire are 
planned.   
 

One might think that in 35 years of preaching, everything that could have been said would have 
been said.  It seems this is not the case, not just in 35 years, but in two millennia of preaching.  There is always more to 
be said about the Gospel – the good news of God’s love and the implications of Jesus’ ethic of love.   
 

So it has occurred to me that the number of times I will be privileged and burdened to preach God’s word before a  
congregation have become few.  I began preaching with the conundrum described by Karl Barth: 
 

“As ministers we ought to speak of God.  We are human, however, and so cannot speak of God.  We ought therefore 
to recognize both our obligation and our inability and by that very recognition give God the glory.”* 
 

In this essay, he goes on to speak about the task of ministry from 1928: 
 

“Obviously the people have no real need of our observations upon morality and culture, of even our disquisitions  
upon religion, worship and the possible existence of other worlds….When they come to us for help, they do not really 
want to learn more about living: they want to learn more about what is on the farther edge of living – God.”* 

 

And this task continues beyond my time because the farther edge of living is close. 
 

         Grace and Peace, 
 

 

One of the 
things Derrick 
and I enjoy  
doing together 
is watching TV 
shows like 
“NCIS,” “Law  

& Order: SVU,” and “Criminal Minds.” Sometimes the 
shows are difficult to watch, knowing that the story lines 
are all too real for some people and families. Several epi-
sodes of these shows have dealt with human trafficking in 
one way or another.  
 

I was astonished when I read last month that human traf-
ficking is the second largest and fastest growing criminal 
industry in the world! Many times, when we think of human 
trafficking we think about women and children being forced 
into prostitution; however, it is more than that. People are 
being trafficked and forced into labor or working situations 
against their will—modern-day slavery.   
 

Each year around this time, human trafficking gets a prime 
spot in our media because large events like the Super Bowl 
tend to create opportunities for those looking to make 
money from trafficking humans for sex or labor. While 
there is no research to accurately support media claims 
that the Super Bowl is the greatest single event for human 
trafficking in the U.S., the attention to human trafficking 

around the Super Bowl creates an 
awareness for many.  
 

Want to know what you can do to help 
create awareness and stop human traf-
ficking? Visit 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
human-trafficking for ways to get  
involved. Also, our United Methodist 
Women and Adult Faith Formation 
Council will be sponsoring a wonderful speaker from the 
Salvation Army on Sunday, Apri1 26, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. We hope that many people can come and hear 
about this important opportunity for education and creating 
awareness so that, together, we can begin to fight back 
against human trafficking. 
 

The more we learn about this crime, the more we can do 
to help the men, women, and children who are exploited 
every day! 
 

Blessings, 
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A Poverty of Time   By Pastor Matthew Johnson 

Jesus returned to the synagogue.  A man 
with a withered hand was there.  Want-
ing to bring charges against Jesus, they 
were watching Jesus closely to see if he 
would heal on the Sabbath.  He said to 
the man with the withered hand, “Step 
up where people can see you.”  Then he 
said to them, “is it legal on the Sabbath 
to do good or to do evil, to save life or to 
kill?”  But they said nothing.  Looking 
around at them with anger, deeply 
grieved at their unyielding hearts, he said 
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”  So 
he did, and his hand was made healthy.  
At that the Pharisees got together with 
the supporter of Herod to plan how to 
destroy Jesus.”   
    —Mark 3:1-6 (Common English Bible) 
 

Lent always wipes me out.  It is never 
really about the season itself.  It is just 
a confluence of work and life that 
pushes me beyond the limits of time.  
Two or three things get added, and I 
have no room for them in my weekly 
schedule. 
 

A friend once described this condition 
as being “time poor.” 
 

While I fear hijacking the word 
“poverty” could leave me forgetting 
those who are financially poor, he is 
right.  Poverty is the result of re-
sources unequal to need and/or obli-
gation.  My most lacking resource, like 

many people in my part of the world, 
is time.   
 

And if the resources can’t be 
changed—I cannot add minutes to the 
day—the needs or obligations must be 
lessened in order to be released from 
that poverty.  I have to say “no” to 
things.  I have to miss deadlines.   
Occasionally, I have to file for bank-
ruptcy—wipe out everything on my 
Google calendar—and start fresh. 
 

Being time poor makes me understand 
the need for Sabbath.  It is healthy to 
leave open space, and not just so that 
it can be filled.  Because of our finite 
time resources, it is healthy for all of 
us to leave open space to breathe.  
Sabbath is supposed to be the time 
when we aren’t constricted by the 
obligations of the world pressing in.   
It is supposed to simply be rest. 
 

So, I have an appreciation for why I 
believe the Pharisees were so adamant 
about challenging Jesus’ practices.  He 
was bringing work into the space that 
was supposed to be rest.   
 

But Jesus wasn’t challenging the Sab-
bath.  He was challenging what his 
critics did the six other days of the 
week.  He did on the Sabbath what 
they failed to make the time to do in 
their week.  He called them out on 
what they were doing that made them 

“time poor” and, as a result, people  
like the man with the withered hand 
were made “health poor.”  He did 
what they should have done, and he 
publicly declared the Pharisees to be 
spiritually bankrupt.  And that was 
what really made them angry. 
 

The lesson I learn from Jesus and the 
Pharisees isn’t about breaking or hon-
oring the Sabbath.  Instead, I learn that 
I should be mindful of what moves 
through time with me.  I should be 
mindful of all that God has created in 
relationship to the time I have set 
aside to create.   
 

I should be mindful that my hand, or 
stomach, or spirit might wither, and I 
might need care.  And that care 
shouldn’t fall on one person who has 
to break the rules or cross boundaries 
to make it right.  That care belongs to 
everyone, because everyone belongs 
to God.   

Looking Ahead to Spring… 
Doesn’t that sound Nice? 
Mark your calendars now for these upcoming events at Grace! 
 
Sat./Sun. March 14-15:  Youth Musical “Open Up the Heavens” at 5:00 
p.m. worship on Saturday and 11:00 a.m. worship on Sunday 
 

Sunday, April 19:  “Holy Smokes” BBQ to the benefit of 2015 Youth  
Summer Missions, in the Grace lower parking lot, beginning at 11:00 a.m.  
 

Friday, May 1:  “May Your Day Be Sweet:  A May Day Celebration” for women!  Begins with 
catered dinner at 6:00 p.m., featuring a musical program from the “Choral-Aires” (back by 
popular demand!) and speakers Marlene Atkins and Joyce Payne.  There will also be a fresh 
flower basket auction! 
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What is Grace doing in 
Russia? 
Grace Church supports 
Hope UMC in Volgograd, 
Russia, located in south Rus-
sia about 250 miles north of 
the Caspian Sea.   
 

What does it mean to be 
a United Methodist 
Church in Russia?   
The United Methodist theol-
ogy and general beliefs are 
the same worldwide.  When 
our team visited Russian 
churches, many of the hymns 
were very familiar to us, and 
the services were strongly 
and recognizably Methodist.  
 

When we support a  
Russian church, is there 
any benefit provided?   
Our contributions help to 
sustain the strong outreach 
activities of our Russian part-

ner church.  Hope 
Church has a committed 
response to community 
needs but, unfortunate-
ly, the implementation 
of this kind of outreach 
is more difficult than it 
is in the United States.   
 

For example, Hope 
Church has been assisting in 
the programs of two orphan-
ages in Volgograd.  Prior to 
this year, Hope had to be 
somewhat quiet in doing 
this, because the orphanages 
are state-run, and the state 
never appreciates help from 
other organizations, particu-
larly a Protestant church.  
They were not permitted to 
publically mention religious 
concepts at all.  Last year, 
primarily because of a new 
local government administra-
tion, Hope Church was 
granted permission to assist 
at the orphanages, and they 
were also permitted to pro-
vide a camping experience 
for the orphans.    
 

Most United Methodist 
churches in Russia use rental 
facilities.  Land ownership is 

very tightly con-
trolled by the 
government, 
which is basically 
socialistic in na-
ture.  Hope 
Church has been 
renting a base-
ment area in one 
of Volgograd’s 
high-rise apart-
ment buildings.  
An unfortunate 
consequence is that they are 
always receiving complaints 
from the nearby people that 
they create too much of a 
disturbance in the building.   
 

One activity of Hope Church 
is to provide meals to the 
homeless.  In previous years, 
the church has opened its 
doors as a food pantry for 
the poor, particularly during 
the winter.  However, neigh-
bors complained that there 
were too many undesirable 
people coming and going 
into the building.  The result 
was that, today, Hope can-
not have any food events at 
all in the church.   
 

When we support a Russian 

church, there is a great ben-
efit provided.  Our contribu-
tions and personal support 
are necessary for these vital 
outreach programs to con-
tinue, especially under such 
difficult circumstances. 
 

Are you interested in the  
Russian Mission?   
Sign up to attend a “Skype to 
Russia” meeting.  You can 
learn first-hand about the 
fantastic programs in which 
our church partners in Rus-
sia are engaged.  Contact 
Harold Workman at  
hworkman@wowway.com 
for Skype details or other 
information about the Russia 
mission. 

MINISTRY IN MOTION!MINISTRY IN MOTION!  

February 
The Russia Mission Initiative  By Harold Workman 

Members of the Grace Russia Mission 
shared Beanie Babies with orphaned chil-
dren on their trip to Volgograd in 2013. 

For Valentine’s Day: 
Christian Romance! 
 By Angela McCurdy 

 

Happy Valentine's Day! In addition to titles by Christian 
romance authors Lynn Austin, Deeanne Gist, Karen Kings-
bury, and Beverly Lewis, and by the ever-popular Jan Karon, 
the Grace Library has recently added Francine Rivers'  
A Lineage of Grace series to the collection.  
 

In these five books, Rivers "shares the stories of the five 
unlikely women who changed eternity. Tamar, betrayed by 
the men who controlled her future, she fought for her right 
to believe in a loving God. Rahab, a woman with a past to 
whom God gave a future. Ruth, who gave up every-
thing, expecting nothing, and God honored her. 
Bathsheba, her beauty stirred the passion of a king, 
her pain moved the heart of God. Mary, all eternity 
had been waiting for this moment and she respond-
ed in simple obedience to God’s call.  Each was 

faced with extraordinary—even scandalous—challenges, 
each took great personal risk to fulfill her calling, and each 
was destined to play a key role in the lineage of Jesus 
Christ."   
 

Rivers’ Christian novels have been awarded or nominated 
for numerous awards, including the RITA Award, the Chris-
ty Award, the ECPA Gold Medallion, and the Holt Medal-
lion in Honor of Outstanding Literary Talent.  In 1997, after 
winning her third RITA award for Inspirational Fiction, she 
was inducted into the Romance Writers of America Hall of 
Fame. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 
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By John Bodine,  
Building Committee Chair 
 

We have begun con-
struction work for our 
HVAC (Heating, Venti-
lation, Air Conditioning) 
project as of January 19, 

when steel re-enforcement bars were 
welded into the ceiling of the Stephen 
Ministry lounge area. Thanks to Marga-
ret Harrison for temporarily relocating 
and to Grace youth for helping with the 
move.  The work was completed quick-
ly, followed by a new coat of paint and 
steam-cleaned carpets! 
 

Electrical work began on January 26 for 
about a week, involving running conduit 
and cable through Fellowship Hall to 
the boiler room. Work will intensify as 
we move into February and March,  
including a period of time integrating 
the Fireside Room and the kitchen into 
the air conditioning system. We will do 
everything we can to coordinate 
through Sharon Ferguson, administra-
tive aide, on church room scheduling to 
advise of any potential disruption and 
enable alternative room arrangements. 
Most of the HVAC work will be com-
pleted by the end of May. 
 

At the same time, we are moving for-
ward with our one remaining “Safety 
and Security” project, keycard access. 
We have contracted for the mechanical 
work and card reader system on En-
trances #1-4, and the internal Parent’s 
Day Out doorway. We hope to com-

plete this installation in February. This 
system will allow us to program the 
locking and unlocking of specified doors 
at each of our entrances and log usage 
after hours. Policies for the system and 
distribution of key fobs will be devel-
oped and reviewed by Grace Trustees. 
 

Thanks to the great efforts of Trustee 
Chair Ron Laub, Jerry Cornett and Ste-
ve Peters, we have learned much about 
opportunities for improving lighting ef-
fectiveness and efficiencies throughout 
our facility and will be testing several 
configurations of lights over the next 
several weeks. Great benefit can be 
obtained from higher efficiency lights in 
our high-use areas, while low-use areas 
will not give enough of a return to justi-
fy costs. In all cases, however, longer 
life lighting will greatly reduce the labor 
of replacing bulbs and ballasts, which 
has sometimes threatened to become a 
full-time job for our maintenance super-
visor, Paul Grysh.   
 

While, as yet, we do not have funding 
for the lighting improvement project in 
our Capital Campaign commitments, 
Grace Trustees have authorized an 
amount from the Trustees’ fund to up-
grade three pilot areas:  the Narthex, 
Grace conference room, and room 
254. If this proves as cost-effective as 
expected, we hope to inspire additional 
gifts to enable these lighting improve-
ments to be made in other areas of the 
church. 
 

Projects deferred until after the HVAC 

project is complete include: paving of 
the lower parking lot (est. $80,000) and 
roof replacement ($105,500). Projects 
on hold pending additional pledges or 
gifts to make up the 11% ($225,000) 
shortage in our Capital Campaign goal 
of $2M include:  replacing inefficient 
lighting ($40,000), parsonage renovation 
($20,000), and the outdoor electronic 
sign ($26,750).  
 

Any further help you can provide to 
enable these projects will move us  
toward our goal of 100% of our cam-
paign goal! 

HVAC and Electrical Work Have Begun, Keycard Access Next   

Margaret Harrison’s office in the Stephen 
Ministry lounge area received a fresh coat 
of paint after steel reinforcement bars were 
welded into the ceiling.   

“Cin Sunday” Quilt 
Goes to Long-Time 
Summer Missions 
Supporter 
 

Congratulations to Sue  
Mocny, who was the recipi-
ent of United Methodist 
Quilters’ “Tulip Time” 
queen-sized quilt on “Cin” 
(cinnamon bun) Sunday, Janu-
ary 25, the 12th annual tasty 
event.  Proceeds from quilt 
drawing ticket sales and  

donations for homemade cinnamon buns will benefit 2015 
Youth Summer Missions, including the Side-by-Side and 
Hope@Home trips.  Estimated proceeds are $1,070 in  
cinnamon bun donations (with 686 buns made and sold) and 
$525 in quilt ticket sales.   
  

Sue’s receipt of the winning quilt ticket seems duly appropri-
ate, as she and her family have long been involved with 
Youth Summer Missions here at Grace.  “I was thrilled to 
have won the quilt!  Isn’t it beautiful?” said Sue.   

 
(at left) Sue Mocny displays the United Methodist Women’s 
Quilters quilt, “Tulip Time,” that she received in a drawing on 
“CIN” Sunday, January 25. 
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On January 25, over 80 people came 
to Fellowship Hall to enjoy a meal 
provided by Clara’s and entertainment 
from Dr. Osvaldo Vena, professor of 
New Testament Interpretation at Gar-
rett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, 
and his “Still a Dream” band.   
 

The real purpose of the event, howev-
er, was to raise funds for Grace family 
member Erin Powell’s work in Rwanda 
with an organization called “Hope For 
All.”  “Hope For All” reaches out to 
and includes people with disabilities in 
Rwanda.  Appropriately, the benefit 
concert at Grace was sponsored by 
our Open Doors Ministry (ODM).   
 

“Many of the people who attended 
made sizeable separate donations in 
addition to their ticket purchases,” 
said ODM co-founder Mark Fleming.  
The program featured a video-
recorded interview with Erin and, said 
Mark, “an emotionally touching collage 
of the diversity of people with special 
needs who are receiving help and who 
have been brought closer to God in 
congregation with their neighbors and 
families, thanks to Erin’s dedication 
and self-sacrifice.”   
 

With a mission to sing for peace, Dr. 
Vena’s band has played at Grace be-
fore, but this time, the band was big-
ger and new music was added to their 
repertoire.  “Osvaldo played in a Latin 
genre that, at times, was shaped and 
given variety by the Chicago jazz band 
sound of the 70s,” said Mark.   

 

Said Jim Powell, Erin’s father, “Dr. Ve-
na’s band was outstanding and greatly 
enjoyed by all.”  In a light-hearted 
aside, Jim commented that “The only 
downer was that, in the Rwanda quiz, 

Pastor Bob’s table answered that the 
President of Rwanda was ‘George of 
the Bush’.  His whole table is being 
sent back to remedial geography 
school after getting only one out of 
eight questions right—they apparently 
were aiming for zero, but could not 
even succeed at that!” 
 

Kidding aside, said Mark, “The event 
delivered lots of good food, great mu-
sic, and a better appreciation for a 
difficult mission so earnestly driven by 
someone close to our congregation, 
and fellowship with other Grace mem-
bers who cared to help in her sup-
port!” 
 

In all, this event for Erin’s mission 
(supported entirely by contributions 
and money she earns when back for 
brief visits to the U.S.) garnered over 
$2,000 in outright donations, plus over 
$500 from ticket sales after expenses.  
When Jim informed his daughter  
(who is currently in Rwanda) of this 
generosity, her e-mail response was: 

 
“Thank you so much for all 
your efforts!  I cannot ade-
quately express my apprecia-
tion!  I wish everyone could 
see some of the fruits of 
their donations...people 
with disabilities/mental 
illness being valued and 
reached out to in a way of 
love by a person.”      
 

Many thanks to all who helped plan 
and serve at this event, Clara’s restau-
rant for the considerable discount 
they offered, Dr. Vena and his “Still a  
Dream” band, and all who attended 
and/or donated to this afternoon ben-
efiting a very worthwhile mission.  
Special thanks to Mark and Laurel 
Fleming and Barbara Hoch. 
 

Follow Erin’s blog at: 
http://rwandahappenings.blogspot.com 

Dr. Osvaldo Vena and the “Still a 
Dream” band offered a benefit concert 
at Grace on January 25 in support of 
“Hope For All - Rwanda.”   

“Still a Dream” Benefit Concert Brings “Hope For All”    

Erin Powell works with “Hope For All,” a 
mission dedicated to reaching out to peo-
ple with disabilities in Rwanda, East Afri-
ca, and giving them the love and sense of 
inclusion all God’s people deserve.   

Rebuilding Together-Aurora Set for Last Weekend in April 
For the past several years, members of Grace have participated in a very important mission right 
here at home:  Rebuilding Together-Aurora.  This year, the mission to restore a home for a qualified 
family in Aurora will take place on Friday and Saturday, April 24-25.  Volunteers of all skill levels—

from skilled contractors to those armed with nothing but sheer will and elbow grease—are needed.  Said Grace RTA 
coordinator Thatch Irwin:  “There are so many causes that are noteworthy in other parts of the country or the world, 
but Rebuilding Together-Aurora is right in our own back yard.  The expressions on the faces of the homeowners after 
we’ve worked on their house is worth the price of admission.  Every year, we get first-timers involved in RTA to volun-
teer their time and talents, and that is a cool thing to see.”  Save the date, and watch for further information! 
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              Our People 
     Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Mary Goldena Davis, grandmother of Pastor Matthew Johnson 
Sharon Gust, mother of Jennifer Rocchi 
Michael Matter, nephew of Phyllis Harbach 
Garland Poehler, brother-in-law of Rev. Bill and Erma Bryan 
Ken Pollack, father of Ericka Pollack 
Olivia Rogers, mother of Mike Rogers 
Ruth VanderMey, mother of Patty Robinson 
John Welles, friend of Gary Reese 

          Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Tucker Nickels Tague, son of Laura Nickels 
and Tom Tague, was born on December 28 
Caroline Blake Herrman, daughter of John 
and Erin Hermann, was born on January 6 
Dorotha Bender (pictured) celebrated her 94th 
birthday on January 29; please send greetings to 
1520 Killdeer Dr., Naperville, IL  60565 
Chelsea Davis, daughter of Mike and Linda  
Davis, became engaged to Kevin Estacio on January 28.  They are 
planning a summer 2016 wedding 
Lee Rowe celebrated her 93rd birthday on February 2; please 
send greetings to 21038 W. Hazelnut Ln., Plainfield, IL  60544 

                              Baptisms 
 

Zachary Ryan Stetler, son of Kelly and Eric Stetler, was baptized 
on February 1 

                                Letters 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

Thank you to everyone who called and sent me cards after my son’s 
passing.  Your thoughts and prayers were truly appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Helen Enger 

February2015 

       All God’s Creatures  
         Great and Small 
As anyone who has read this newsletter for the past 
several years has probably ascertained, I am a lover of 
animals.  I have often said, if there’s a heaven (and I 
believe there is), I certainly hope animals are in it.   
I believe they are a bit of heaven right here on earth, 
in fact.  This column, formerly called “Animal Attrac-
tion,” celebrates God’s great and small, bright and 
beautiful, whether they are your beloved domestic 
pets or creatures you’ve seen in your backyard, at a 
park, on vacation, on safari, etc.  Please send me your 
photos with a “bio-like” description either of your 
pet(s) or an explanation of where the photo was tak-
en and any relevant details.  Please do not send pho-
tos that were not taken either by you or someone 
you personally know—no Internet downloads, please!  
You are encouraged to send your photos and “bio’s” 
to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org., or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN:  Barb.  Photos will be  
returned upon request.   

Elaine Pauls took this photo of white swans and their 
babies at the Lakes of Waterford, where Elaine and 
her husband, Les, and other members of Grace live.  

Swan Lake? 

Easter Flower  
Orders Begin  
February 22 
Ellie Lindsay will be taking orders 
for lilies and other beautiful East-
er flowers on February 22, March 
1, and March 8 in the Narthex.  
Flowers can be purchased in hon-
or, celebration, or memory of a 
special person(s) or occasion, and  
dedications will be printed in our  
Easter Sunday bulletin insert.   

  CURIOUS ABOUT YOUTH SUMMER MISSIONS? 
Are you thinking about joining one 
of our two Youth Summer Missions 
this summer?  Or would you like to 
learn more?  Then come to an infor-
mational kick-off meeting on Sunday, 
February 22, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary!  Youth who have completed 6-8th grade may 
attend Hope at Home, while youth in grades 9-12 
and college students may attend 
Side-by-Side.  Adults are needed and 
welcome on both trips!   

The deadline for news submissions for the March issue of 
Grace Notes is Monday, February 23.  Please send news to 
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org; call 630-355-1748, ext. 
3240, or drop in the church office, ATTN:  Barb  


