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Front and back 

BLOOPERS,	ETC.	
Please place your 
dona on in the 
envelope along 

with the deceased 
person you want 

remembered. 

 
 

I am a rabid  
typist and good 
with people. I 
hope you will 
over look my  
resume for the  

secretary  
position.   

 

BATMAN?!? 
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Along with this newsletter is 
your family’s “Daily Meditations 
for the Lenten Season” booklet, 
which has been part of our 
Grace tradition for over 40 
years.  It is a personal, heartfelt 
compilation of the thoughts, 

prayers, reflections, and faith experiences of our pastors 
and members of our congregation.  Many thanks to Merrill 
Litchfield, who has been editing this booklet for the past 10 
years, encouraging writers, organizing the calendar of devo-
tions, and offering his own insightful contributions.  While 
he refrains from including himself in those he thanks for the 
fruition of this project each year, he is most certainly the 
engine behind it, and we thank him heartily for his dedica-
tion.  Thank you also to co-editor Angela McCurdy, who 
has lent her writing and editing expertise to this effort as 
well for the past few years, and to Pastor Lisa Telomen for 
organizing our Lenten activities and bringing this season to 
palpable life at Grace.  Last, but not least, grateful thanks to 
those in our congregation who have opened their hearts to 

offer their meditations, poetry, art, photography.  Your 
spirit of generosity is genuinely appreciated.  You will un-
doubtedly touch others in ways you may not expect, or 
even know.   
 

While you may be giving something up for Lent, please add 
this little yellow book to your life each day, beginning on 
Ash Wednesday, February 13.  In it, may you find encour-
agement, introspection, perhaps even a challenge to which 
God is calling you.  Be sure to look at the inside front cov-
er, too, for a listing of our worship services and events dur-
ing the season of Lent, or tear off the “Lent-at-a-Glance” 
section on page 7.  Watch Grace in Mission and Grace Notes 
for further details or updates regarding these events.   
 

Schedule change from what is in your Lent book:  

The February 24 and March 17 events have switched, whereby 
Feb. 24 features the family-friendly healing worship, prayer 
shawl and comfort pillow dedication at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctu-
ary; and March 17 features the “Bible to Life” Scripture drama 
at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Please make a note of it in your 
Lent book! 

Lent 2013:  Return, Rebuild, Restore 

n Sun-
day, 
Feb-

ruary 10, 
4:00 p.m. in 
the Grace 
Sanctuary, 
the Grace 
Concert 
Series pre-
sents 
“Music of 
Six Conti-
nents,” fea-
turing composer/organist and Grace member Bonnie Johansen-Werner 
and her colleague at St. Francis University in Joliet, concert pianist Dr. 
Jim Stopher.  This eclectic, global concert event includes contemporary 
organ works from Australia and Brazil, traditional piano works by Bee-
thoven, Rachmaninoff and Schubert, and new works by both Bonnie and 
Dr. Stopher.  The Grace Junior Singers, directed by Lynn Leitzen, will 
premiere Bonnie’s new works, “Variations on Three African Folk Songs” 
(organ with African percussion), set to poetry by African AIDS orphans.  
Dr. Stopher will premiere his new piano work, “Serenade.”  Tickets are 
$10 adults/$8 seniors 65+/$5 students; students and children with a pay-
ing adult are free.  Tickets are available at peopleofgrace.org/concerts, in 
the church office, or at the door.  Concert proceeds will benefit the 
2014 Grace mission to Kenya.   See page 3 for more upcoming concerts. 

Feb. 22 Women’s 
“Heartwarming 
Event” Welcomes 
Bishop Sally Dyck 
Women of Grace and the 
community are invited to the Evangelism Com-
mittee’s 3rd Annual “Heartwarming Event” on 
Friday, February 22, 6:00-8:30 p.m. in the 
Grace Activity Center.  Bishop Sally Dyck, the 
first woman to be appointed Bishop of the 
Northern Illinois Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, is our special guest speak-
er, presenting “Spiritual Wholeness and 
Health:  The Spiritual Pyramid.”  Prior to the 
Bishop’s program, women will enjoy music 
from Vickie Wagner and a heart-healthy, ca-
tered dinner from Mediterranean Oasis—a 
Grace favorite!  Tickets for this wonderful 
evening of faith, food, and fellowship are $5 
per person, on sale in the Activity Center Feb-
ruary 3, 10, and 17, and in the church office 
during the week.  Last year, over 100 women 
attended this event—invite a friend!  Contact 
Kim Scharafin (630-369-4734) for information. 
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of Six 
Continents 
February 10 
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Pastor’s Journal        

             

Lent begins on February 13 with our Ash Wednesday service of worship.  Grace offers the opportuni-
ty for anyone to receive ashes, the light marking of the forehead with the ashes made of the palms 
from the preceding Palm Sunday.  The pastor says, “From dust ye have come, unto dust ye shall  
return.”  
 

We have no record of this ritual prior to the 7th century.  It does not become widely practiced until the 11th century in 
the western church.  It never became a tradition in the Orthodox Church.  In his Sunday Service of the Methodists in North 
America (1784), John Wesley omits Lent entirely, along with Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday.  It has only been since 
the late 1970’s that some United Methodist Churches have been using the rite.  Our 1992 United Methodist Book of Wor-
ship is the first in our tradition that includes a rubric for the imposition of ashes. 
 

Ash Wednesday, with its imposition of ashes that begins the season of Lent, is neither ancient nor universal among Chris-
tians.  So why do we do it at Grace?  Because it makes sense—there is logic to the service as we begin a season of prepa-
ration for Easter.  This season reminds us of the great gift of grace we have in Christ’s resurrection.  At Grace, we modify 
the imposition of ashes to include the more ancient practice of anointing with oil: “Go in peace, your faith has made you 
well.”  We also do it because it is experiential.  Some people appreciate the experience of coming forward, being 
touched, kneeling and feeling accepted, even when not perfect.   
 

There is no requirement to come, only an invitation and an opportunity.  Our doctrinal standards say: “Every particular 
church may ordain, change, or abolish rites and ceremonies, so that all things may be done to edification.”  Ash Wednes-
day and Lent are a time to be reminded of Christ’s great love of an imperfect people. 
 

         Grace and Peace, 
 

...but the epiphanies— 
those spotlight mo-
ments when we glimpse 
God’s greatness shining 
into our lives—don’t 
stop in the season of 
Epiphany.  That is one 
of the best gifts of 
Christ: his Holy Spirit 
makes God’s presence 
and power available to 
us all the time.  During 
the season of Lent, we 
are preparing to re-
member and live again 
Christ’s passionate life 
and death and resurrec-
tion given for us, that 
we might know our 
salvation as God’s be-
loved children.   
 

This year, we are offer-
ing several ways to re-
turn to God, rebuild 
our lives, and restore 
God’s world.   After we 

rededicate ourselves to 
the season of prepara-
tion with our Ash 
Wednesday service on 
February 13, we will 
serve God’s most needy 
children by packing 
meals for them at the 
Feed My Starving Chil-
dren Mobile Pack event 
at Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church over the 
Valentine’s Day week-
end.  Over 150 people 
of Grace have signed 
up!  On Sunday, Febru-
ary 24, our Grace fami-
lies are invited to a 
healing service to offer 
up our places of bro-
kenness, loss, illness, 
pain, and receive a 
blessing.  We will also 
bless and dedicate new 
prayer shawls and com-
fort pillows for persons 
in need.  On Sunday, 

March 3, we will offer a 
day of new prayer expe-
riences to the people of 
Grace.  You may sign 
up for two of the fol-
lowing opportunities:  
1) pray the stations of 
the cross, presented by 
our senior high youth; 
2) learn to pray the 
Scriptures in lectio 
divina with Rev. Im Jung; 
3) pray and walk the 
Labyrinth in the Activity 
Center; and 4) pray and 
meditate through simple 
yoga exercises with 
Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilse-
man.  On March 9 and 
10 (5:00 p.m. and 11:00 
a.m.), our youth choir 
will lead us in singing 
and praying about 
changing the world with 
Christ, followed by a 
dialogue with our mis-
sionary friends, Stanley 

and Mary Gitari from 
Maua (Kenya) Method-
ist Hospital.  During 
Sunday School, Stanley 
and Mary will share 
about the exciting new 
outreach projects they 
are working on at the 
Maua hospital and nurs-
ing school.  On March 
17, Deacon Rev. Beth 
Galbreath will take us 
through a dramatic re-
enactment of the pas-
sion narrative of Mark 
and the Easter narrative 
of Luke in order to pre-
pare us to walk through 
those events with 
Christ the following 
week.  All are welcome! 
 

Sign up for these offer-
ings of God’s grace to 
revitalize your heart 
and your faith this Len-
ten season!  You have 

received your Lenten 
booklet with medita-
tions from the people 
of Grace.  You will re-
ceive prayer beads 
made by women and 
children living with 
AIDS in Meru, Kenya, 
to help you focus your 
heart and mind on 
God’s presence during 
this season.  We will 
pray with our friends in 
Kenya, Volgograd, Rus-
sia, and Myanmar Good 
Friday into Easter that 
our world will return,  
be rebuilt and restored 
by God’s grace, this 
year and forevermore 
with Christ.   
 

Blessed to be on the 
journey in faith with 
you, 
 

 
By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

We are on tiptoe—on the cusp of the season of Lent!  Hard to believe we have had enough 
epiphanies since Christmas to be ready to embark on our Lenten journey… 
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     March Grace Notes  
Please submit news, photos or articles for 
the March 2013 issue of Grace Notes 
by Monday, February 25, to  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org; call 630-
355-1748, ext. 240; or drop in the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb Ceruti.  Your 
submissions are welcome and encour-
aged, but may be edited for space and/or 
content.  All articles are credited to their 
authors; no anonymous items will be  
published.   

Side-by-Side Kick-Off 
Meeting February 10 
If you are planning to attend the 2013 
Side-by-Side summer youth mission, or 
would like to find out more about it 
(like where we’re going!), please plan 
to attend a kick-off meeting on Sunday, 
February 10, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctu-
ary.  Please bring any friends (non-
Grace members welcome!) or family 
members interested in attending. 
 

Over 50 Fellowship Has 
Valentine’s  Day 
“Chemistry” 

On Thursday, 
February 14, 
beginning 
with lunch at 
noon in Fel-
lowship Hall, 
Over 50 Fel-

lowship will feature Linda Rings, sister 
of 1996 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Richard Smalley, honored for his work 
in the field of chemistry.  Linda attend-
ed the event of her brother’s prize and 
would like to share that experience 
with Over 50 Fellowship.  Because 
lunch will be catered, no reservations 
can be accepted after Sunday, February 
10.  Please reserve your spot in the 
church office (630-355-1748).  Cost is 
$10 per person, payable at the door. 
 

Lenten Study Finds God 
Amidst Chaos   

Tricia McCary 
Rhodes’ Sacred Chaos 
will be Grace’s Lenten 
all-church study book.  
As we think about 
“Returning to God, 
Rebuilding Our Faith, 
and Restoring God’s 

Shalom in the World,” this delightful 
book, infused with humor and humility, 
will help us practice simple ways to 
connect to God—even in the midst of 
the chaos that often defines our lives.  
To find a study group convenient for 
you, please contact Pastor Lisa Telo-
men at 630-355-1748, ext. 226, or 
lisatelomen@peopleofgrace.org.  
 

Healing Prayer at  
Saturday Evening Worship 

This month, Saturday 
Evening Worship will 
include anointing oils 
on February 2 and 16, 
5:00 p.m. in the Activi-
ty Center.  Every Sat-
urday Evening Worship 

is an experience in inti-
mate, informal worship in 

a warm, circular format, featuring mu-
sic from singer/songwriter Vickie Wag-
ner, an inspiring pastoral message, and 
weekly Holy Communion.  On bi-
monthly healing prayer dates, anointing 
oils are added for those who wish to 
be touched by the healing aspects of 
this ancient, sacred practice.   
 

Tired of Paperwork? 
Bills are paid elec-
tronically, newspa-
pers are read 

online, friends stay connected through 
social networking.  Why not make 
your pledge electronically, too?  
Grace’s online E-Giving tool allows our 
congregation to fulfill their pledges in a 
way that is convenient, secure and 
flexible.  With E-Giving, you can give 
any time, 24/7, via your check-
ing/savings account or credit/debit 
card.  Because E-Giving offers a receipt 
to print, you can still participate in the 
Sunday morning offering, if you 
choose. To get started, click the E-
Giving icon (shown above) found on 
every page of our web site at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  From there, 
you can register and establish a com-
pletely secure account.  Contact: Bob 
Poland at 630-355-1748, ext. 250.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent-at-a Glance 
February 13 - Ash Wednesday Ser-
vice in the Sanctuary, 7:30 p.m. 

February 15-17 - Feed My Starving 
Children’s “Feed the Need” Mobile 
Pack event at Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church.  There is currently a wait-
ing list, but please check with Gay 
Craig (630-738-0095) or Mike Doman 
(630-499-7921) for availability. 

February 24  - Family-friendly healing 
worship, including dedication of pray-
er shawls and comfort pillows, 6:30 
p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

March 3 - Ways to Pray and Re-
turn/Rebuild/Restore in four stations: 
Youth:  Stations of the Cross/Scripture 
Friezes, 9:30/10:00 a.m. 
Pastor Lisa:  Labyrinth, 9:30 through 11:00 
a.m. (30-minute walks with 10-15 people 
each; sign up in advance) 
Rev. Im Jung:  Lectio Divina, 9:30 and 
11:00 a.m. (youth and adults only) 
Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman:  Healing  
Yoga, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. (wear comfortable 
clothes; youth and adults only) 
March 9/10 - “Change the World” 
Youth Musical in the Sanctuary, 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday, March 9, and 11:00 
a.m. on Sunday, March 10.  After the 
March 9 5:00 p.m. presentation, there 
will be a dialogue with youth from our 
musical and our Kenya partners, 
Stanley and Mary Gitari, followed by 
dinner in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m.   
March 17 - Bible to Life”  Scripture 
drama in Fellowship Hall, 9:30 a.m. 

Palm Sunday, March 24 - Worship at 
8:15/9:30/11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Maundy Thursday, March 28 - Wor-
ship in the Sanctuary, 7:30 p.m. 
Good Friday, March 29 - “Tenebrae” 
Service in the Sanctuary, 7:30 p.m. 
Holy Saturday, March 30 - Prayer 
Vigil, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., and “Easter  
Saturday” worship at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary—this is an Easter service!  

Easter Sunday, March 31 - Worship 
in the Sanctuary at 6:00 a.m. (youth-
led), 8:15 a.m. (Pastor Bob Atkins), 
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. (NIC Bishop Sally 
Dyck preaching).  
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Grace Library Web Page to Offer Additional Resources   By Angela McCurdy 
 

Many thanks to Treva Brashears, Harold Workman, and Barb Ceruti for their work on 
the Grace Church Library web page.  The page can be found under the “Christian Edu-
cation” tab on the home page of www.peopleofgrace.org, or directly at this URL:  
www.peopleofgrace.org/grace_church_library.  Soon you will have remote access to the 
library catalog through the web page.  We are also looking forward to adding a 

“Questors Recommends” section to the Library.  Questors is a longstanding, open-discussion class focusing on con-
temporary Christian issues, Bible studies, and practical application of faith. The Library will be featuring titles that the 
class would like to share with the congregation.  Would you like to become involved with the Grace Church Library? 
Volunteers and new committee members are always welcome.  Please contact committee chair Treva Brashears at 
tbrashears@wowway.com for more information and the date of the next committee meeting. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 

Thank You, Christmas Eve 
Ushers! 
From Pete Lindsay, Chairman of Ushers 
 

I wish to thank all of the ushers who participat-
ed in our Christmas Eve worship services, par-
ticularly those who served at multiple services.  
Because of your efforts, our services went very 
smoothly, and we managed to find a seat for all 
of our 2,001 worshippers!  You made those in 
attendance feel very welcome, and I personally 
received several compliments regarding your 
professionalism and hospitality.  Happy New 
Year to you all!   
 

Ushers Needed! 
Additional ushers are needed this year, particu-
larly on the fourth Sunday of the month.  Ush-
ering is open to men, women and young adults 
on a once-per-month, rotating basis at the 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  
Being an usher is a great way to step up and 
serve in a new year as well as meet new people 
in our congretation and get involved “beyond 
the pew.”  Contact Pete Lindsay (630-961-
1251) or Bob Owensby (630-416-4513) to vol-
unteer or find out more. 

Bishop Sally Dyck to Preach at Grace 
Easter Sunday  
 

Sally Dyck, whose appointment as Bishop of the Northern Illinois 
Conference of the United Methodist Church was celebrated across 
the conference here at Grace last September, will return to Grace 
on Easter Sunday, March 31, to preach at our 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
worship services.  Bishop Dyck will also be the featured speaker at 
our “Heartwarming Women’s Event” on February 22 (see front 
page).  We are pleased and honored to have her back with us on 
both occasions!   
 

Grace Want Ads: 
Blood Donors: For February 4 
Blood Drive; 3:30-7:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. Register 
online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.   
Advance registration greatly  
appreciated. 

Grace Custodian: Wednesdays  
(6-10pm), Fridays (3-10pm),  
Saturdays (2-8:30pm); area col-
lege students preferred.  Con-
tact Bob Poland at 630-355-
1748, ext. 250. Paid position. 

Co-Chair:  For April 12 United 
Methodist Women’s Hamball 
Luncheon.  Contact Linda Bodine 
at 630-428-7807. 

Labor: Skilled and unskilled 
workers for Rebuilding Togeth-
er-Aurora project April 27. 
Contact Thatch Irwin at 630-
961-3278 or  
tirwin@wideopenwest.com. 
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Missed Signing Up for “Feed the Need”? 
For three Sundays in January, the Grace Hunger Team conducted 
sign-ups for time slots to pack meals in Feed My Starving Chil-
dren’s community-wide “Feed the Need” Mobile Pack event Feb-
ruary 15-17 at Naperville’s Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  If 
you did not get a chance to sign up, but would be interested in a 
two-hour time slot packing meals on Friday evening, Saturday 

during the day, or Sunday afternoon, please contact Gay Craig (gaygcraig@sbcglobal.net; 630-738-0095) or Mike Doman 
(mike.doman@yahoo.com; 630-499-7921.  Please note:  At of this printing, there is a waiting list for time slots, but you 
may check with Gay or Mike for availability. 

Feb. 15-17 

Upcoming Events 
From the Grace  
Concert Series! 
 

 Saturday, Feb. 23, 7pmSaturday, Feb. 23, 7pm 
TBD (watch Grace in Mission or 
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts for 
information) 

  Friday, March 22, 7:30pmFriday, March 22, 7:30pm  
Tripp and Griffin:  Duo keyboards 
Dazzling playing and hilarious  
entertainment!  

  

Be the 300th person 
to “Like” People of 
Grace on Facebook, 
and get free tickets 

for your entire immediate family to the con-
cert of your choice!     

Calling All  
K-7th Graders! 
Would you like to be part of 
the choir for this year’s 
Mother’s Day musical? Try-
out dates for speaking parts 
(Juniors ONLY, 4-7th grad-

ers) are fast approaching!  Our an-
nual Lock-In is scheduled for Friday, March 1.   

All are welcome to join in on the fun!  Please contact Director of 
Children’s Choir Ministries Lynn Leitzen at 630-355-1748, ext. 249, 
to learn more.   

Co-Presidents-Katy Klepper and 
Jennifer Johnson 

Vice President-Sylvia Pleas 
Recording Secretary –Jennifer 

Hoover 
Corresponding Secretary- 

Liz Schmuckal 
Treasurer-Phyllis Pepiot 
Program Resources-Jan Park 
Nominations-Marian Widmoyer 
Hospitality-Norma Wiehrdt and 

Darlene Noerenberg Schille  
Child Care Coordinator-

Margaret Harrison 
Church Women United- 

Mary Eesley 
Historian-Miriam Lehman 
 

COMMUNICATIONS   
Yearly Directory- Janet 

Hilsenbeck 
Monthly Program-Teri Heyson 
Publicity:  Joyce Payne 
 
 
 

MISSION COORDINATORS 
Spiritual Growth-Erma Bryan 
Social Action-Ro Willard 
Membership, Nurture/Outreach-

Erin O’Brien 
Education and Interpretation-

Ruth Wills 
 

SUB-GROUPS 
Book Discussion Group- 

Mary Abe 
Craft Group-Traci Limes 
Quilt Group-Millie Craig and 

Sandy Bray 
Martha-Esther Circle-Chris St. 

John 
Mary Circle -Ruby Allen 
Priscilla Circle-Mary Eesley and 

Joyce Payne 
Ruth Circle-Mary Lou Eldridge 

and Val Dudley 
Sarah Circle-JoAnn Stuart  

and Amy Williams 

Welcome Aboard,  
2013 UMW Officers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 3 
Donate to the Soup potS our 
youth will be holding after 

each worShip Service.   
Donations will go to local food  

pantries.  Let’s tackle hunger together! Thank you for your service! 
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On Sunday, January 20, the day before 
we recognized Martin Luther King, Jr. 
with a national holiday in honor of his 
birthday, I was at a local restaurant-
bar with friends watching the football 
games that would determine who 
would go to the Super Bowl on Feb-
ruary 3.  The place was teeming with 
TV screens and giddy with positive 
energy.  That is, until I did something  
I swore I’d never do:  I got into a po-
litical discussion with a stranger.   
 

It began innocuously enough, with talk 
of the economy and the exponentially 
increasing cost of college.  Eventually, 
the conversation turned to our Presi-
dent.  As Americans, we have the 
right to openly express what we think 
of our leaders, and that is a right I feel 
most privileged and grateful to have.  
When I was a child, my parents (who 
were on differing ends of the political 
spectrum) would often engage in lively 
discussions at the dinner table that 
they did not dissuade me from enter-

ing.  A good, healthy debate is some-
thing I still quite enjoy.   
 

But somehow (it’s a little painful for 
me to recall just how), the “N” word 
entered the conversation with this 
stranger on the Sunday before Martin 
Luther King Day—and not in a histori-
cal way, recalling the days when Afri-
can Americans were routinely re-
ferred to as such.  Stunned, I listened 
a little longer as the word came out of 
his mouth a time or two more.  Fool-
ishly, I suppose, I told him I was of-
fended by the word and that it rather 
disgusted me to hear it.  At that, this 
person called me a name that could 
not possibly be more offensive to a 
woman.  Shortly after, I left the place 
with a sick feeling in my stomach.  
Driving home, angry tears poured 
from my eyes.  The next day, the feel-
ing remained.  I thought of other 
times I’ve heard hateful words from 
those who either assume their listen-
ers agree with them, or they simply  

don’t 
care 
whether 
they do 
or not.  
Not sur-
prisingly, 
this un-
pleasant 
experi-
ence has 
increased since the election of Barack 
Obama and, quite frankly, it shocks 
me to the core.  While I realize that, 
thankfully, the majority of people are 
just and tolerant and forward-thinking, 
I honestly hoped we were beyond the 
comments, conversations, and atti-
tudes of former decades.   
 

Dr. King, you deserved better on your 
birthday.  You deserve better every 
day of the year.  All God’s people de-
serve a world in which we can have—
and realize—our dreams. 
 

Have We Really Come So Far,  After All?   By Barb Ceruti 

Open Doors Ministry Needs More Buddies 
From Mark Fleming 
 

As a result of growth in the Open Doors 
Ministry, which serves children and youth in 
our congregation with special needs (be they 
physical, cognitive or emotional), more bud-
dies are needed to accompany these chil-
dren and youth in Sunday school on a rotat-
ing basis.  The only qualifications re-
quired are patience and compassion, and 
volunteers will have help getting started.  
Please consider how you can help these chil-
dren (as well as their families) to participate 
more fully in the activities of our church.  
For more information, contact Laurel or 

Mark Fleming at 630-983-6624.  

Welcome, and Thank You to Our New Receptionists! 
Many thanks to Joyce Stuart and Susan Wittig, who have volunteered to serve as 
our office receptionists on Wednesdays and Fridays, respectively.  Joyce has 
been very involved in our Grace music and children’s ministries over the years, 
while Susan attended the Kenya Mission last summer and plans to attend again in 
2014.  Both women are wonderful additions to our office staff!  The Reception 
Ministry is still in need of substitute receptionists to work a four-hour shift on 
an as-needed basis.  No computer skills are necessary, and training will be pro-
vided.  Please contact Joan Williams at 630-445-5082 to volunteer as a substitute 
receptionist or to learn more.   

Susan Wittig 

Joyce Stuart 

Beat the 
Winter 
Blues! 
Families, let’s spend the day at the Kalahari in Wis-
consin Dells on Saturday, February 9!  We’ll de-
part Grace at 7:00 a.m., returning at 9:00 p.m.  Per-
mission slips are outside the youth office or at peo-
pleofgrace.org/youth_ministries, due by February 3!  
Cost is $50 per person, including transportation, 
admission to the water park, pizza and beverage.   
E-mail John Dudich at jdudich@gmail.com for more 
information.  We ask that children younger than 6th 
grade be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

FEBRUARY 9! 
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        Animal Attraction! 

If you enjoy this column and would like to see it continue, please 
send your favorite animal photos to barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the office (photos will 
be returned upon request).  Your photos do not have to be of 
domesticated pets; they can also be of animals you see in the 
wild...as long as they’re yours or those taken by someone you 
know.  No internet downloads, please!  Please submit a  
write-up about the photo (your pet’s “story” or a description of 
where you photographed the animal).  Photos will be published in 
the order received, unless the photo applies only to a particular 
time of year.   

Some of you might remember this little puppy as last year’s 
“Baby New Year,” Barbara and Al Hoch’s miniature dachs-
hund, who followed in the footsteps of the Hoch’s older 
dog, Lumpi, as an Animal Assisted Therapy dog at Edward 
Hospital.  Buddy graduated from training on October 6 of 
last year, just in time for the Blessing of the Animals at 
Grace.  At one time, Barbara planned to retire from the 
therapy program along with Lumpi, but “we make plans, and 
God laughs,” says Barbara.  “God let us know there are 
many more sick people at the hospital, especially members 
of our own Grace Church, who still need to be cheered up 
with our visits.”   

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Eleanor Bailey, daughter of Sheila Rossi 
Arthur Connor, father of Cathy Connor 
Lollie Fagundes, relative of Kathy Bessey 
Ruth Ladd, Grace Church’s oldest member (see below); 
please send sympathies to Charles Ladd, 827 Bradley Dr., 
Hudson, WI  54016 and/or Robert Ladd, 861 Bernita Pl.,  
Nipomo, CA 93444 
Ray “Churchill” Vassell, brother of Rev. Kay Turner 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Grace Kristin Horan, daughter of Ryan and Kristin Horan, 
granddaughter of Randy and Kathy Weissenhofer, and great-
granddaughter of June Savage, was born on January 4 
Isabelle Ann Drescher, daughter of Shelly and Drew 
Dreshcher, was born on January 18 
Dorotha Bender celebrated her 92nd birthday on January 
29; please send greetings to 1520 Killdeer Dr., Naperville, IL  
60565 
Lee Rowe celebrates her 91st birthday on February 2; 
please send greetings to 21038 W. Hazelnut Ln., Plainfield, IL  
60544 

                          Baptisms 
 

Abigail Grace Tarr, daughter of Zachary and Emily Tarr 
and granddaughter of Dayna and Harlan Tarr, was baptized 
on January 20 

Buddy 

A Letter of Thanks 
We would like to thank our Grace Church family for all of the 
support and expressions of sympathy and caring during the  
illness and death of Rick’s Dad.  The care and compassion you 
showed through cards, calls, attendance at the service, and pray-
er have meant more than you could ever know.  We are forever 
grateful for all of you.  
         

                                                         —Rick, Gaye Lynn, Brentley and Hayley Loufek 


