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Faith Opportunities On Your Lenten Journey 
 

WEEK 1 : Journeying Into an Alien Land:  Going Into the Wilderness 
Wed., Feb. 22, 7:30pm in the Sanctuary:  Begin the Journey with Jesus at Ash Wednesday  
Worship. This worship includes the distribution of ashes and Holy Communion. 
Sun., Feb. 26, 7:30pm in Fellowship Hall: Panel discussion of the immigration journey with some 
of our friends from Trinity UMC in Joliet and NIC lay leader Roger Curless.  Sponsored by the 
Grace Commission on Religion and Race. 

WEEK 2:  Finding Bread for the Journey:  God and Christ’s Provisions for Us 
Sun., March 4, 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall:  Come learn about the Passover/Seder tradition and 
the Exodus journey with friends from Congregation Beth Shalom!  The story is told as we share 
dinner together—a great family event, sponsored by the Grace Children and Family Ministries 
Team. 

WEEK 3:  Finding Shelter on the Journey: Is There a Place to Lay Our Heads? 
Sun., March 11, time TBA:   Deliver the socks, t-shirts and underwear we will be collecting for 
guests at the Community United Methodist Church (Naperville) DuPage PADS shelter site.  Spon-
sored by the Grace Hunger Team.  Please note:  this is a change from what is printed in your Len-
ten devotions booklet.   
WEEK 4:  The Goal of the Journey:  Are We There Yet? 
Sat., March 17, 5:00pm and Sun., March 18, 11:00am in the Sanctuary:  Come and worship with 
our youth choirs in sharing about our faith journeys through the musical “Are We There Yet?”.  
Sponsored by the Grace Music Ministry. 

WEEK 5:  Staying Healthy, Traveling Light on the Journey 
Sun., March 18, 9:30am in Fellowship Hall: In a joint class of youth and adults, Dr. Matthew and 
Nancy Sleeth will share about their faith journeys and how ours can be simpler and healthier, put-
ting God first.  Sponsored by the Grace Church and Society and Adult Education Ministries. 
Sun., March 18, 12:00-3:00pm in Fellowship Hall and nearby classrooms:  Come to a “Green 
Living, Healthy Living” Fair for families, featuring food vendors, community vendors, health profes-
sionals, garden professionals, and more!  Let us explore together ways to live more simply and 
healthfully on our planet.  Co-sponsored by the Church and Society, Health and Wellness, and 
Children and Family Ministries. 

WEEK 6:  The Journey to the Upper Room…Cross...Tomb...Empty Tomb! 
Palm Sunday, April 1, 8:15/9:30/11:00am in the Sanctuary:  Celebrate Palm Sunday and the 
Passion of Christ in Worship 
Maundy Thursday, April 5, 7:30pm in the Sanctuary:  Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy 
Communion  
Good Friday, April 6, 7:30pm in the Sanctuary:  Good Friday Tenebrae Worship  
Holy Saturday, April 7, 8:00am-5:00pm in the Chapel:  Prayer Vigil  
Holy Saturday, April 7, 5:00pm in the Sanctuary:  Early Easter Worship  
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 8: 
6:00am Sunrise Service in the Sanctuary, followed by breakfast in the Activity Center 
8:15/9:30/11:00am Easter Worship in the Sanctuary  
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“Journey to Jerusalem”  
F or some of you, the little 

booklet enclosed in this 
mailing is a familiar, and wel-
come, annual sight.  For oth-
ers, it may be new and per-
haps a bit curious.  Whatev-
er one’s experience, the Dai-
ly Meditations for the Lenten 

Season booklet is for everyone, a 40+-year 
Grace tradition and collaborative effort from 
our Grace family members who offered  per-
sonal devotions (or poems or photographs), 
our pastoral staff, our Lenten planning com-
mittee, and a very dedicated team of editors 
who put the book together.  You are em-
phatically encouraged to turn to this book 
each day of the Lenten season, beginning with 
Ash Wednesday on February 22 through 
Easter Sunday on April 8.  Within its pages 
are genuine treasures from the hearts and 
minds of our fellow Grace members and 
Christians, together on this journey to better 
seek, love, trust, and know God.  What a gift, 
this little book!   
 

Be sure to notice the book’s inside cover, 
which details the faith opportunities we have 
at Grace during the Lenten season as well as 
our Holy Week worship services.  This infor-
mation is also on the back of this newsletter 
(note:  the March 11 DuPage PADS activity 
listed on the back of this newsletter is cur-
rent and different from what appears in the 
Lenten book). The majority of our extra-
worship activities are on Sundays, as opposed 
to the Wednesday evenings of past Lenten 
seasons.  Please take a close look at all of 
these wonderful opportunities.  We’ll share a 
family Seder meal and traditions with our 
Jewish neighbors, learn about the struggles of 
others and how we might help, learn how to 
better care for ourselves, others, and God’s 
beautiful planet, be entertained and enlight-
ened by the musical youth in our midst, and 
worship together in the anticipation of new 
life in the resurrected Christ.   

Ensemble Music At Its Most Intriguing… 
Fifth House Ensemble plays to the world of online 
dating in #wink February 24.  Find out more 
about this concert on page 6...  

Calling K-7th Graders! 
You’re invited to join the Grace Chil-
dren’s Music Ministry in our annual 
Mother’s Day musical, this year present-
ing “Malice in the Palace:  The Story of 
Esther.”  Auditions for Junior Singers 
(grades 4-7) are Wednesdays, February 
15 and 22, with casting announced on 
February 29.  Rehearsals will begin with 
our annual night of fun, the Musical 
Lock-in, on March 2-3.  Thereafter, re-
hearsals are on Wednesday evenings 
from 5:00-6:00 p.m. and Sunday afternoons in March, April and early 
May leading up to the May 12-13 presentations (5:00 p.m. on May 12; 
11:00 a.m. on May 13).  Please consider lending us your talents and 
your willing spirit!  This is a fun, annual event that is enjoyed by all—
most of all our wonderful mothers and grandmothers. Please join us!  
Contact Lynn Leitzen at 630-355-1748, ext. 249, or dandlleit-
zen@aol.com for further information. 
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Pastor’s Journal         
            

This is a year for transitions at Grace.  Only a few years ago, Grace, like many organizations, had to 
make significant cutbacks because of significant budget deficits.  Reserves were depleted, limiting the 
Church options.  Our experience was different in 2011. 
 

All combined, the people of Grace contributed $15,000 more than expected, while the Church spent less than it budgeted 
for the year 2011.  Grace completed all of its commitments to missions, both local and around the world.  This rather 
complete turnaround is due to the faithful giving of the congregation and careful management of resources.  The new situ-
ation creates opportunities for the coming year. 
 

In the coming months, the Church Council will work to identify and renew strategic opportunities for the ministries of 
Grace.  We have begun the Vital Congregations analysis of our Church and accompanying surveys.  We believe this work 
will help discern God’s will for Grace. 
 

At the same time, a new “Study Committee” is preparing proposals to renovate or replace aging building systems: the 
heating and ventilation system in the original building, the flat roof areas, resurfacing the parking lots, and upgrading public 
safety and alarm systems.  Maintaining the building paves the way for the next generation, preserving the opportunity for 
ministry and mission into posterity.  (See page 6 for more about the Study Committee.) 
 

As we move into 2012, the opportunities God has brought to Grace and the energy and enthusiasm for the future is 
growing.  We look forward to the future with renewed purpose and creativity. 
          
         Grace and Peace,    

February 2012 

Later this month, we 
begin our journey to 
Jerusalem with Christ, 
when we come together 
in worship to remember 
that our lives with God 
on this earth are fleeting, 
and we rededicate our-
selves to following Christ 
so that we may know 
God’s eternal love both 
in this life and the next.  
We remember how Jesus 
began his life as an immi-
grant in Egypt, his stay in 
the wilderness to pre-
pare for his ministry.  
Perhaps you have also 
spent time in a land for-
eign to you.  Sometimes 
we are prepared, but 
things can go wrong or 
become more difficult 
than we anticipated.  
Sometimes we are 
blessed by God-sent an-
gels, who help to meet 
our needs and provide 
for us so that we can 
finish our journey well.   
 

What is your story?  On 
Sunday, February 26, 

come hear the stories of 
our friends at Trinity 
UMC, stories of hardship 
and of blessing, of God’s 
presence throughout.  
Then, on Sunday, March 
4, we will reflect on how 
God cares for our needs 
and saves us on the jour-
ney of our lives—
sometimes through a 
journey!  We will cele-
brate a Seder meal with 
friends from Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom and 
review the story of Is-
rael’s exodus from Egypt.  
Jesus celebrated this 
meal and this story with 
his disciples at the Last 
Supper, and in his life, 
death and resurrection 
shows us that God has 
now rescued us from 
slavery, sin and death, 
and brought us a new life 
in this world and the 
next.   
 

The following week, on 
March 11, we will collect 
new t-shirts, socks and 
underwear to give to the 

guests of DuPage PADS 
at Community UMC.  
We will also reflect upon 
the difficulties of life’s 
journey, especially for 
those who have no place 
to call home.  We re-
member how Jesus coun-
seled his disciples to 
travel light and to trust 
that the communities 
they traveled to would 
provide for them.  We 
who are disciples today 
are usually blessed with 
homes and home church-
es.  We will sometimes 
travel to take Jesus’ word 
and love to others—
perhaps to Hesed House, 
perhaps to Kenya.  We 
help to build and rebuild 
homes, and we offer 
food and clothing to 
those with no shelter.  In 
this way, we try to ease 
the journeys of those 
who struggle just to live.   
 

In our last activity before  
Holy Week, we will con-
sider how we can better 
travel with Jesus, caring 

for the earth’s health and 
our own health.  How 
can we bring healing to 
people and to creation 
so that all generations 
may know God’s bless-
ings on earth, as God 
intended from the begin-
ning?  On March 18, 
speaker Dr. Matthew 
Sleeth and his wife, Nan-
cy, will help us consider 
ways that we can bless 
the earth and be a bless-
ings to ourselves and 
others.  Also on the 
18th, we will host a 
“Green Living, Healthy 
Living” fair of resources 
and people to share with 
us about creating a 
healthier environment 
and healthier lives. There 
will be children’s activi-
ties, too! 
 

Our Youth will sing us 
into Holy Week with 
Jesus, offering their musi-
cal “Are We There Yet?” 
in worship on the week-
end of March 17-18. 
Don’t miss this oppor-

tunity 
to 
reflect 
on 
your discipleship and 
how you are journeying 
with Jesus into Palm Sun-
day, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Holy Satur-
day, and Easter Sunday.   
 

I look forward to making 
this journey with you!  
Start each day with re-
flections from your 
friends at Grace in our 
daily Lenten devotions 
booklet, and take time 
each day in prayer with 
God and Christ, listening 
to their guidance through 
Scripture and the Holy 
Spirit.  Share their love 
with the people they 
send your way, each day! 
 

Journeying with you to 
Jerusalem,  
Note: Details of the activi-
ties to which Pastor Lisa 
refers here are on the back 
of this newsletter and on 
the inside cover of your 
Lenten meditations booklet. 

Linking Up to Grace        By Pastor Lisa Telomen 
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Please submit news for the March edition of Grace Notes to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org  
or to the church office, ATTN:  Barb Ceruti, by Monday, February 27 

Can Ya For Kenya? 
This summer, a dedicated team of 12 
will be in Meru and Maua, Kenya, 
working on an AIDS orphan home and 
other sorely needed projects.  This 
month, we are asking for our congre-
gation’s support of these projects and 
scholarships for our team members.  
Donations can be made to the offering 
plates (please note “Kenya” on your 
check memo line), the “Kenya” box in 
the office lounge, or through E-Giving 
at www.peopleofgrace.org (see page 3 
for more information about E-Giving).  
“Kids Camp In” Gives Parents 
A Night Out! 
Parents of children aged six months 
through 5th grade have an opportunity 
for a Valentine’s night out on Friday, 
February 17, 5:30-9:00 p.m.  Let the 
kids come to Grace for activities, pizza, 
snacks, games and more, while Mom 
and Dad have an evening to them-
selves!  Contact Margaret Harrison at 
630-355-1748, ext. 241, to register 
your child or for further information.   
February Women’s Circles 
Ruth meets Wednesday, February 
15, 9:15 a.m. at Mary Lou Eldredge’s 
with a program from Gaye Lynn Loufek 
on Youth Summer Missions...Mary 
meets Tuesday, February 21, 9:15 
a.m. at Erma Bryan’s with a program 
from JoAnn Stuart on the history of 
aprons...Priscilla meets Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21, 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room with a program on hospice care 
from Carol Madalin...Sarah meets 
Tuesday, February 21, 9:15 a.m. in 
the home of Darlene Noerenberg 
Schille for “Darlene’s Quilt Trunk 
Show.”   
Skyping with Pastor Ilyukhin 
Please join us on Saturday, February 
18, 8:30 a.m. in the Grace Conference 
Room for our next Skype call with Pas-
tor Vladimir Ilyukhin of Hope UMC, 
our sister church in Volgograd, Russia.  
Every month, we’ll share news of and 
prayer concerns for our two congrega-
tions.  All are welcome to attend our 
monthly Skype sessions. 

Hunger Collection March 4 
Our first-of-the-month collection for 
Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry at Hesed 
House is on Sunday, March 4.  Food 
and monetary donations appreciated! 
“Lead With Love” Welcomes 
Rev. Ermalou Roller 
On Sunday, February 19, our “Lead 
With Love” group for the friends, fami-
ly and concerned persons of the GLBT 
community will host Rev. Ermalou 
Roller, author of On Thundering 
Wings and former UMC pastor and 
District Superintendent of the North-
ern Illinois Conference.  Rev. Roller 
will speak to the group about her role 
in the defense team of Rev. Amy 
DeLong, a UMC pastor and lesbian 
who retained her orders after being 
doubly charged and tried by the 
church.  This meeting will take place in 
the home of Revs. Don Niswonger and 
Carol Findon at 4:00 p.m.  All who are 
concerned with being a more inclusive-
ness congregation, following the exam-
ple of Christ, are welcome.   

Are You Crafty? 
United Methodist Women’s Craft 
Group will meet monthly throughout 
the year on select Mondays, 9:30-11:30 
a.m. in Room 101.  The February 
meeting is on Monday, February 27.  
If you’re interested in creating beauti-
ful, hand-crafted items for the annual 
Mistletoe Marketplace (this year on 
November 10), please join us on as 
many craft dates as possible.  In addi-
tion to February 27, future craft dates 
are March 19, April 23, May 21, Sep-
tember 24, all five Mondays in October 
(1,8,15,22,29), and November 5.   

“Green Living, 
Healthy Living” Fair  
On Sunday, March 18, 
12:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellow-

ship Hall and surrounding classrooms, 
the Grace Church & Society, Health & 
Wellness, and Children & Family Minis-
tries will host an environmental/health 
fair for families.  Come for an after-
noon of fun activities for children, a 
workshop from Dr. Matthew and  

Nancy Sleeth on Christianity and the 
preservation of the earth, information 
booths on local bike paths, parks and 
forest preserves; the benefits of organ-
ic gardening and foods and vegetarian 
eating, recycling and green cleaning 
products; alternative medicine and fit-
ness practices; food samples and ven-
dors, and more!  Contact Pastor Lisa 
Telomen at 630-355-1748, ext. 226, 
with any questions or for information 
about being a vendor. 

Are We There Yet?   
That question is not always music to 
our ears, but it will be on Saturday, 
March 17 (5:00 p.m.) and Sunday, 
March 18 (11:00 a.m.), when our 
youth choirs will present their musical, 
“Are We There Yet?” in worship in 
the Sanctuary.  Be there! 

Men’s Spring Forum Continues 
“Better Over Bitter” 
All men of Grace and the community 
are welcome to attend Fellowship of 
Christian Men’s spring forum on Friday, 
April 27, beginning with dinner at 6:00 
p.m.  Discussion of James Moore’s You 
Can Get Bitter or Better will continue, 
focusing on chapters 9-15.  Books can 
be purchased in the main office for $15 
per copy.  Contact Bob Pacanowski at 
630-355-0804 or bobfod@aol.com for 
further information. 

Spring Rebuilding Together-
Aurora Seeks Volunteer Labor 
Every spring for the past 
several years, Thatch Irwin 
has led a team of volunteers 
from Grace in helping to 
repair and refurbish a home for a quali-
fied family in Aurora.  This year’s Re-
building-Together dates are on Satur-
days, April 28 and May 5.  Please 
prayerfully consider offering your hand 
in this worthwhile, rewarding effort.  
Both skilled and unskilled labor is need-
ed (elbow grease goes a long way, and 
anyone can pick up a paintbrush!).  
Contact Thatch Irwin at 630-961-3278 
or tirwin@wideopenwest.com to ex-
press your interest or for more infor-
mation.  Help on either or both dates!     

WWHATHAT’’SS  THETHE  BBUZZUZZ??  
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News From the Grace Study Committee  By Julie Lichter 

At the Grace Church Conference on December 11, 2011,  
it was voted that Grace would establish a Study Committee 
to: 1) complete the UMC Book of Discipline requirements 
for establishing a Capital Campaign; 2) finalize a plan and 
scope of work with contractor estimates for renovations to 
the Grace Church buildings outlined by the report of the 
Board of Trustees; and 3) develop a plan for a Capital Cam-
paign to raise the needed funds over a multi-year period. 
 

Study Committee members include Cliff Preston, JoEllen 
Bender, Kathleen Lathrop, Ron Laub, John Bodine, Steve 
Peters, Mike Walczak, Ginny Lacy, Julie Lichter, Bob Poland 
and Pastor Bob Atkins.  The committee has been divided 
into four sub-committees to study the HVAC system, the 
roof, the parking lots and security/life safety concerns.   
Each sub-committee will meet to evaluate its project,  

determine bid specifications for alternate solutions, obtain 
bids, make recommendations, and determine timing of the 
project.  Throughout the process, the goal of the commit-
tee is to communicate progress to the congregation, re-
ceive their feedback and answer any questions.  
 

The Study Committee will report to a specially called 
Church Conference meeting in May of this year (date to be 
determined).  If there are any other interested individuals 
who would like to serve on one of the sub-committees, 
please contact Bob Poland at 630-355-1748, ext. 250.  Stay 
tuned for more updates and opportunities for feedback.  
“Anything worth owning is worth maintaining,” Cliff Pres-
ton’s mother always said.  We think Grace is worth that, 
too! 

Vital Congregations Update: 
Group Leaders and Committee Chairs, We Need 
Your Input!     By Tom Blair 
 

Grace Vital Congrega-
tions goals for 2012 were 
established at the Decem-
ber 11 Church Confer-
ence and have been up-

loaded to the Vital Congregations web site 
(www.umvitalcongregations.org).  Grace Church Council is 
discussing strategies and tactics for meeting our goals, and 
we will be publishing a monthly update on our progress.  
Small group leaders and committee chairs:  we need your 
help in celebrating and keeping track of one of our goals, 
which is to increase the number of disciples involved in mis-
sions.  Please help us by informing us of your mission activi-
ties and participation.  Tell us the date, activity, how many 
Grace disciples participated, and any donations that were 
given.  Please e-mail this information to  
missions@peopleofgrace.org, or contact Bob Poland at 
630-355-1748, ext. 250.  And keep looking here for more 
Vital Congregations updates!  If you have any questions or 
would like additional information call me, Tom Blair, at 630-
688-1310 or e-mail me at tablair525@aol.com. 

Saturday Evening Worship  
Nourishes the Soul 

Every week at 5:00 p.m. in the Ac-
tivity Center, our Saturday Evening 
Worship service brings worshipers 
together in an intimate, circular 
setting that naturally fosters close-
ness to God and one another.  Ho-
ly Communion, candlelight, beauti-
ful (often original) music and hymns 
from music leader and sing-
er/songwriter Vickie Wagner, 
thought-provoking sermon messag-
es, and post-service refreshments 
and fellowship are part of every 
week’s worship experience.  Twice 

per month, Saturday Evening Worship offers anointing oils, 
a practice that has been used for millennia in sacred settings 
and is still widely recognized today for its healing benefits.  
The next healing oils service at Saturday Worship is on 
February 25.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend 
Saturday Evening Worship, as either an alternative to Sun-
day worship or a unique addition to the traditional worship 
experience.     

The featured artists in four of our eight Family Concert Series programs this 2012 season, Fifth House Ensemble has 
caught the eye and ear of some very appreciative critics.  “Conviction, authority, and finesse,” are words the New York 
Times’ Steve Smith used to describe this young Chicago-based chamber group.   “They brought spontaneity and hair-
trigger responsiveness to their music” said Wynne Delacoma of Musical America.  In a concert entitled #wink on Febru-
ary 24, 7:30 p.m., Fifth House Ensemble explores the world of online dating using a creative, cross-disciplinary format 
that intertwines a storyline, various media, and, of course, exceptional chamber music.  Tickets for #wink are $18 
adults/$13 for seniors 65+/$7.50 students and can be purchased in the church office or at www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
concerts.  Concert proceeds this year benefit such worthy projects as National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI Du-
Page), Grace Youth Summer Missions, and North Central College music scholarships and internships.  Contact Dan Wag-
ner at 630-355-1748, ext. 232, or danwagner@peopleofgrace.org about sponsors’ benefits or for further information.   

Multi-Sensory “5th House Ensemble” Comes to Grace February 24 
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T he people of Grace are hearing 
bells, thanks to the generous gift 

of a carillon from life-long Grace mem-
ber Bob Piper.  Dedicated to Bob’s 
father, Benjamin A. Piper (who imple-
mented a carillon system in our former 
Grace edifice in the 1930s), the carillon 
in our current building was a long-held 
wish finally realized.    
 

“My motivation for the carillon was to 
keep my father’s legacy going.  It’s been 
a desire of mine since 1970 to have a 
carillon in this building.  After I retired, 
I finally got off the couch,” said Bob, 
whose initial efforts to provide our 
current site with a carillon were de-
layed for several years.   
 

Installed by Bob’s son, Steve, just be-
fore Christmas 2011, the carillon is 
operated by a computer at the back of 
the sanctuary, its sound amplified from 
the steeple.  The carillon plays bells 

between Sunday worship services and 
music for religious ceremonies, such as 
weddings, funerals, and other special 
services.  Bell symphonies are also part 
of the carillon’s repertoire.  In the 
“idea” stage, according to Bob, is the 
prospect of the carillon playing for Vet-
erans Day and Memorial Day services 
at nearby Veterans Park. 
 

“The carillon is a good attribute for 
our church—value added,” said Grace 
Business Manager Bob Poland, who 
oversaw the project with the Grace 
Board of Trustees.  For Bob Piper, a 
retired aerospace professional and fa-
ther of four who was born and raised 
in Naperville, “The sound of bells are 
joyful.  When something good happens, 
bells ring.  The sound just makes you 
feel good.”   
 

Grateful thanks to Bob Piper for a 
most generous gift and a legacy fulfilled: 

 
 
 
 

“I am sure Dad is smiling and perhaps a 
bit proud that his son underwrote the 
carillon and his grandson installed it.”   

Gift of Carillon a Piper Family Legacy    By Barb Ceruti 

By Julie Kronbach, Stewardship and Finance Chair 
 
 

Grace’s Celebration Sunday was October 23, but the celebration continues because of our 
congregation’s continued commitment to faithfulness.  Some of the many, many blessings we 
celebrate include: 
 

• A continued record of fully paying our apportionments in 2011  
• Meeting all Mission commitments in 2011, accelerating payments to better sustain the needs 

of our mission partners 
• Strengthening our General Fund balance to meet current and future commitments 
• 40 of our members assisted in the fall stewardship campaign, delivering outstanding Estimates 

of Giving 
• 95% of our Estimates of Giving have been completed by 483 of our Grace families 
• Approval by Church Council of a 2012 budget with a 2.6% increase over 2011, allowing us to 

expand our ministries and missions 
 

We also celebrate the faithful gifts of time and talent from our people, many of whom serve 
behind the scenes.  Considering our extra worship services in the midst of the Christmas sea-
son, we especially want to thank our counting teams: 
 

• 1st Sunday: Mike Davis, Anne Fancher, Kay Davidson, Larry Hartman, Barbara Hartman  
• 2nd Sunday: Doug Leitzen, Louis Sands, Lisa Martyn, JoAnn Maki, Nancy Huber 
• 3rd Sunday: Gary Gocken, Gail Timmerberg, JoEllen Bender, Colleen Gocken, Mike Craig 
• 4th Sunday: Don Ball, Lamont Pugh, Ruth Garnett, Julie Coley, Joan Merrill 
 

Special thanks also to our Treasurer, Bob Long, Financial Secretary Bob Allison, and our 
“retired” financial secretary, Matt Hambright, who served through mid-2011 and for the pre-
ceding 17 years.  Most importantly, the work of Grace is accomplished through the generous 
and faithful contributions of our entire Grace Church family.  Thank you for making the light of 
Christ shine in our midst and beyond! 

Celebrating the Faithfulness of Our People 

An Easy, Secure 
Payment Option 
Increasingly, people are 
getting away from paper 
payments—and paper-
work in general.  Grace’s 
E-Giving option allows 
users to make contribu-
tions electronically as 
well as donate to various 
Grace missions and pay 
for ticketed events.  It’s 
convenient, completely 
secure, and ecologically 
sound.  To get started, 
click the brown E-Giving 
icon (shown above) 
found on every page of 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  
From there, you can reg-
ister and establish a se-
cure account.  Contact 
Bob Poland at 630-355-
1748, ext. 250, with any 
questions or for further 
information.   

Bob Piper stands next to a plaque bearing 
the name of his father, Benjamin Piper, to 
whom our new Grace carillon is dedicated.  
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Library Selections Reflect Recent Sunday Themes at Grace   By Angela McCurdy 

In case you missed the recent book 
display in the hall window outside the 
sanctuary (pictured), I would like to 
bring these titles to your attention. 
The books were selected for their rel-
evance to “CIN” (cinnamon buns for 
UMW missions) Sunday and 
“HOT” (How Outreach Transforms) 
Sunday. The titles for “CIN Sunday” 
were Avis Clenenden and Troy Mar-
tin’s Forgiveness: Finding Freedom 
Through Reconciliation, Curtiss Paul 
DeYoung’s Reconciliation: Our Greatest 
Challenge, Our Only Hope, Jeff Cook’s 
Seven: The Deadly Sins and the Beati-
tudes, William H. Willimon’s Sinning 
Like a Christian, and James Moore’s Yes, 
Lord, I Have Sinned, But I Have Several 

Excellent Excuses. 
(The Fellowship 
of Christian Men 
are currently 
reading Moore’s 
You Can Get Bitter 
or Better.) 
 

The “HOT” Sun-
day titles include 
Steve Saint’s The 
End of the Spear, 
Tom Montgom-
ery-Fate’s Beyond the White Noise: Mis-
sion in a Multicultural World, Patricia 
Lloyd-Sidle and Bonnie Sue Lewis’ 
Teaching Mission in a Global Context, and 
Mark A. Noll’s The New Shape of World 
Christianity: How American Experience 
Reflects Global Faith. Books for children 
and younger readers include Virginia 
Driving Hawk Sneve’s The Christmas 
Coat: Memories of My Sioux Childhood, 

illustrated by Ellen Beier, Melissa 
Leembruggen’s The Sudan  
Project: Rebuilding With the People of 
Darfur – A Young Person’s Guide, and 
Page McBrier’s Beatrice’s Goat, illustrat-
ed by Lori Lohstoeter.  
 

The Grace Library is in Room 223. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the 
knowledge of your faith.” 
 

Ruth Ladd 
Celebrates 
108th  
Christmas 
Yes, you read that 
right.  This past 
Christmas marked 
94-year Grace 
member Ruth 
Ladd’s 108th on 
planet Earth.  This 
April 28, Ruth will 
celebrate her 108th birthday.  Here are some excerpts 
from the sound centenarian’s Christmas letter: 
 

“It’s hard to believe, but this will be my 108th Christmas… 
that’s Annie with me in the enclosed picture.  Can you see the 
resemblance too?  Annie was born on June 7th this year and 
underwent brain surgery in July, one of the youngest ever to 
survive such an operation.  We are all very thankful that she is 
with us today and developing normally...The North Central Col-
lege archivist visited me on my107th birthday last April and 
gave me a college banner.  Now both Naperville High School 
and North Central College have officially honored me as their 
oldest living alum...I hope this finds you in good health, enjoying 
the holidays…” 
 

Now, isn’t that something?  A nearly 108-year-old woman 
is thankful that a baby is “with us today” and wishes us all 
good health.  Simply amazing!  What’s her secret? 

North Central College Scholarship  
Available From Grace Foundation 
Application Deadline February 19! 
 

The Grace Church Foundation is again offering a $1,000 
scholarship for the 2012-13 school year at North Central 
College.  These funds were originally made available 
through a generous donation to the Foundation from Anna 
Stephenson. The scholarship could be matched by the Unit-
ed Methodist Higher Education Foundation as well as 
North Central College for a total scholarship of $3,000.  
Current students and those planning to enroll at NCC in 
the fall, who are also members of Grace, are eligible to  
apply.  Applications are in the church office or online at 
www.umhef.org.  Please place completed applications,  
along with a cover letter describing your involvement in 
church and community service and two letters of refer-
ence, in Ginny Lacy’s mailbox in the office lounge no later 
than February 19.   
 

To our greater church family, if you are looking for a way 
to serve God through the establishment of an endowment 
or memorial, please consider following Anna Stephenson 
and others in providing funds for scholarships for North 
Central College students.  If you have other initiatives near 
and dear to you heart that you would like to support 
through the Grace Church Foundation, please contact Gin-
ny Lacy at 630-420-7440 or any member of the Foundation 
regarding giving options.  Find out more at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/grace_church_foundation.  

Ruth Ladd with great-granddaughter  
Annie on October 22, 2011. 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Michael Alfonso, father of Lisa Porch 
Gerald Ceruti, uncle of Mike Ceruti 
Florence Munson, grandmother of Jeffrey Barbeau 
Don Pust, husband of Lynn Widup’s cousin 
Maynard Ransom Riley, father-in-law of Pam Riley 
Evelyn Rohloss, friend of Gary Reese 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Doris Helsel celebrated her 100th birthday on January 
20; please send greetings in care of her daughter, Diane 
Helsel, at 4221 Westfield Dr., Rockford, IL  61101 

                            Baptisms 
Cody Michael, son of Cliff and Heidi Kalish, was bap-
tized on January 8 
Anna Marguerite, daughter of Donnie and Melinda 
Devany, was baptized on January 22 
 

Editor’s Note:  If you have a letter, celebration, or news you 
would like to share with the Grace family in Grace Notes, 
please contact Barb Ceruti at gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 
630-355-1748, ext. 240.  Please notify Sharon Ferguson in the 
church office (630-355-1748, ext. 223) of any deaths, births or 
baptism requests.   

 

       Animal Attraction! 
 

Send Us Your Animal Photos—Wild Ones, Too!  
Please send your favorite animal photos to Barb Ceruti at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the of-
fice to Barb’s attention (photos will be returned upon request).  
Your photos do not have to be of domesticated pets; they can 
also be of animals in your yard, on vacation, on safari, at the 
park, wherever...as long as they’re your photos or those taken 
by someone you know.  No internet downloads, please!  If pos-
sible, please submit a write-up about the photo as well (your 
pet’s “story” or a description of where you were when you pho-
tographed the animal).  Photos will be published in the order 
received, unless the photo is applicable only to a particular time 
of year.   

This is the small-canine menagerie of Nancy and Paul Tal-
bett, sister and brother-in-law of Dianne Calhoun and 
daughter and son-in-law of Sandy and Ed Leedy.  Nancy 
and Paul live in Texas, where they are “parents” to several 
dogs (including the poodle and Pekingese pooches pictured 
above) and rescuers of many more over the past 20 years.  
“You never know on any given day how many dogs will be 
hanging out with them,” says Dianne.  Looks like a safe 
haven and a fun place to be, all on one couch! 

February 2012 

“I Didn’t 
See My 
Shadow” 
Tradition 
holds that if 
Punxsutawney 
Phil sees his 
shadow on 
Groundhog 
Day, February 
2, we'll have 

six more weeks of winter. If he does not, we will have an 
early spring (in about a month and a half).  With the 
weather we’ve been having, it already feels like spring!   
 

Youth Sunday School Lesson a “Masterpiece” 
On January 15, our Senior High youth learned a valuable les-
son in community.  In a lesson entitled “Can I Be a Christian If 
I Don’t Go to Church?”, teacher Sue Burkwald asked the 
teens to separately create the individual parts of a single piece 
of art.  When all of their solo creations were brought togeth-
er in one whole (see above photo), the group could clearly 
see the benefit:  an even better piece of art.  “Some things, 
like being a Christian, are even richer when shared,” noted 
Sue.  Lesson learned.   


