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       HELP FOR HAITIHELP FOR HAITIHELP FOR HAITI   
If you would like to be part of the relief efforts to help those 
ravaged by the earthquake in Haiti, you may donate monetary 
contributions through the United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief (UMCOR).  Drop a check payable to GUMC, marked “Haiti” 

on the memo line, in the offering plate, or visit www.peopleofgrace.org for more ways to contrib-
ute through UMCOR monetarily*.  We are also collecting the below items for health kits, which 
can be deposited in the main church office.  Note:  you do not have to provide all of the items on 
the list, nor do you have to assemble a kit.  The banks our children made for their donations to the 
benefit of Haiti should be returned to their Sunday School classes.  Thanks for your help for Haiti!  

Hand towels (15”x25” up to 17”x27”—no kitchen 
towels, please) 
Wash cloths 
Large, sturdy combs (no pocket-sized) 
Nail files and fingernail clippers  
     (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 

Bath-sized bar soap (3 oz. and up) 
Adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 
Toothbrushes (single brushes in original wrappers; 
no child-size brushes) 
$1.00 to purchase toothpaste (UMCOR will pur-
chase toothpaste with your donations) 

HEALTH KIT ITEMS FOR HAITI 

On Wednesday, March 3, our Lenten activity after wor-
ship (7:30 p.m.) will be assembling care packages for 
Grace people in the military.  We are collecting the fol-
lowing items for these care packages.  There will be a box 
near the main church office in which you can deposit 
these items.  Please help us collect supplies, then help us 
assemble these packets for our people in the military! 
 

• Peanut butter 
• Crackers 
• Pringles 
• Aspirin 
• Tums or Rolaids 
• Tube socks 
• Bar soap 
• Toothpaste 
• Shaving cream 
• Disposable razors 
• Beef jerky 
• Sunflower seeds 
• Trail mix 
• Powdered drink mix (Crystal Light, Powerade, etc.) 
• Rice Krispies treats 
• Granola bars 
• Power bars 
• Single serving pasta/entrees (Spaghetti O’s, Hormel) 
• Nuts 

Supplies Needed for Military Packages 

To Our Military Personnel 

From Your Grace 

Family 

Rebuilding Together-Aurora 
Sponsors Phil Keaggy Concert 

Legendary guitarist Phil Keaggy will 
be the inaugural performer in a con-
cert series established to raise funds 
for Rebuilding Together-Aurora, for 
years a mission of Grace Church.  
The concert will be held Saturday, 

March 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the East Aurora High School 
Auditorium.  Tickets are $20 general admission and $30 
preferred seating; purchase tickets at TicketWeb.com or 
by calling 630-585-7510.  Proceeds from concerts in this 
new series benefit Rebuilding Together-Aurora, engaging 
local volunteer and contractor support in preserving the 
Aurora community and serving needy homeowners.   
 

SAVE THE DATE:  This year’s Rebuilding Together-Aurora  
event will take place on Saturday, April 24.  Skilled and un-
skilled volunteers from Grace are needed!  Watch for further 
details in Grace Notes and Grace in Mission, or you may 
contact Thatch Irwin at 630-961-3278.   

Go Green—And See It Too! 
Would you like to reduce our printing/mailing expenses as well as 
our footprint on the environment?  Consider accessing this newslet-
ter online only, as opposed to “snail mail.”  Another benefit to 
online access is that you can see Grace Notes in full color every 
month!  Send an e-mail to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org with the 
words “online only” in the subject line, and you’ll receive notifica-
tion of new issues on our website as soon as they’re online.  If your 
name is not easily identified in your e-mail address, please include it 
in the body of your e-mail.  Thanks for “Going Green with Grace”! 

*UMCOR donations can be deducted from your 2009 or 2010 taxes. 
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Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

I ncluded with 
this newslet-

ter mailing is 
your 2010 
“Daily Medita-
tions for the 
Lenten Sea-
son,” our an-
nual Lenten 
devotions 
booklet con-
taining medita-
tions, poems, drawings and photo-
graphs from those members of our 
congregation who answered our call 
for submissions.  Beginning with Ash 
Wednesday on February 17 and end-
ing on Easter Sunday, April 4, there is 
inspiration in this booklet for each day 
of the Lenten season.  Contributors to 
this book were asked to ponder and 
express their path to the grace of 
God, or even to Grace Church.  Their 
writings and artwork are heartfelt and 
deeply personal, and we are blessed by 
our Grace family’s willingness to share 
with us their journeys in faith.  This 
year, in celebration of 41 years of pub-
lishing the Lenten booklet, editors 
Merrill Litchfield and Angela McCurdy 
chose to intersperse passages from 
previous years’ books among current 
writings.  Please use this book as it is 
intended; turn to it each of the days of 
the Lenten season, and you are sure to 

walk a little farther 
on the path to 
God’s abundant 
grace, love, and 
new life for us all 
through His son, 
Jesus.   
 

In addition to the 
pathways to grace 
shared in the pages 
of our Lenten de-
votions booklet, 

the walls of Grace will also soon be 
filled with the stories, poems, draw-
ings, and photographs of those people, 
places and events that have served as 
pathways to grace (or Grace!) for our 
church family.  Everyone is invited to 
share the unique and varied ways in 
which they have encountered our 
graceful God.  Beginning February 20, 
there will be papers for our music 
groups, Sunday School classes, small 
groups, etc., and a “Worship Commu-
nity” paper outside of the Activity 
Center for all.     
 

Again this year, we will share a meal, 
worship and activities as a church fam-
ily on the Wednesday evenings of 
the Lenten season.  On the front 
inside cover of your “Pathways to 
Grace” booklet (page 2), you will find 
a schedule of our meals, worship and 
activities for February 17 and 24, 

March 3, 10, 17 and 24.  Please join us 
as we journey together on our Path-
ways to Grace Wednesday nights! 
 

Finally, during this season of Lent, we 
will venture again into an all-church 
small group study.  Our book this year 
is Catch A New Life:  Connect with 
a Church.  If you are already in a small 
group (choir, committee, etc.), plan to 
study this book with your existing 
group.  If you would like to join a small 
group for this purpose, come to the 
Activity Center on February 7 or 14 
and sign up for a group convenient for 
you, or contact Leslie Rogers at 630-
325-0169.  Whether you are new to 
United Methodism, new to church in 
general, new to Christ, or you would 
like to engage more fully in your faith 
community, join us in this transforma-
tive study, beginning Ash Wednesday 
and continuing throughout the days of 
Lent.   
 

Lent is commonly 
considered a time of 
sacrifice; however, 
here at Grace, there 
are so many ways to 
be filled by God’s 
grace!   
 

Please see back cover 
for a list of the supplies 
we’re placing in military 
packages on March 3. 

This Lenten Season, Grace Paves Many “Pathways to Grace” 

“Catch a New Life” 
is an easy-to-read, 
short chapter study 
in sharing and serv-
ing Christ through 
the church. 

Sat., Feb. 6, 9am-12:30pm 
“Healing Oils of the Bible” 
Come learn about and experience 
for yourself the healing power of 
anointing oils, time-honored 
agents of health, vitality and lon-
gevity.  Led by aromatherapist 
Kate Brown and parish nurse 
Jolene Ray, workshop meets in 
the Chapel and is free of charge. 

Sun., Feb. 7, 9am-12:30pm 
“H.O.T.” and “Souper 
Bowl” Sunday 
Find out “How Outreach Trans-
forms” through the outreach min-
istries of Grace.  Stop by the Ac-
tivity Center for information and 
hot food!  Also this day, donate 
$1 (or more) to the “Souper Bowl 
of Caring” to fight hunger! 

Sun., Feb. 7, 3:00 p.m. 
“Greensleeves” 
Featuring the Advent Chamber 
Orchestra performing the music  
of Bach, Schumann, and Vaughan 
Williams’ “Greensleeves” for flute. 
Purchase advance tickets at  
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
or in the office.  You may also 
purchase tickets at the door. 

Just Around  
the Corner… 
Due to the unpredictable 
nature of bulk mail delivery, 
you may receive this newslet-
ter after some events have 
occurred.  We apologize for 
any inconvenience.  

 

Also on February 7:  Visionary Youth Meeting, 12:15pm in Fellowship Hall—Lunch served; youth families welcome! 
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Pastor’s Journal 

Gather – Grow – Go 

As Grace entered the New Year, our Church Council voted upon a new mission statement for our 
Church.  I believe this new mission statement accurately reflects the reality of our Grace and gives us 
direction for the future as we move from being a welcoming to a purposely invitational Church.  Our 

new statement has three parts: 
 

I. We Gather to Christ:  We reach out to people and welcome them.  Real faith in Christ is contagious.  Reaching out 
means that we have something to share that is important:  Jesus.  Just being near Jesus changes things in our lives.  We 
have a restored, renewed, healed, and transforming relationship with God through Christ.  Sharing that faith is the whole 
point of the Gospel. 
 

II. We Grow as Disciples:  We relate people to God and help them deepen their relationship with God, and we nurture 
people in Christian living.  The work of Church offers a vision for how to live our lives as followers of Christ.  The  
Visionary Parenting seminar on March 6 this year is an excellent example of the way discipleship creates hope for a future 
in God’s love. 
 

III. We Go to Serve:  We support people in their ministry.  Reaching out is an act of love.  When an ethic of love controls 
our actions as contemporary disciples or followers of Christ, our whole lives become our calling.  We honor God when 
we honor others as ourselves. 
 

Three words – Gather, Grow, Go – summarize our mission and purpose as a Church. 
          Grace and Peace, 
 

February 2010 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

           By John Bodine 
        Church Council Chair 
          
 

Church Council met for the first time 
in 2010 on January 26 and reviewed the 
financial report for 2009, progress on 
Grace organization transition plans, and 
progress on becoming an “invitational 
church.” With respect to 2009 finan-
cials, we ended the year about where 
we expected, with a deficit of 
$110,000.  This is quite good, consider-
ing the difficult economy in 2009 and 
the financial pressures that impacted 
many of our members, but these are 
the realities that drove our need to 
reduce budget at the end of last year. 
We enter 2010 with a cautious but op-
timistic outlook and will be monitoring 
receipts and expenses carefully as we 
go forward. 
 

Although information meetings were 
held in December and several letters 
have been distributed explaining organ-
izational changes at Grace, an effort has 
been made to provide further aware-
ness of specific plans and changes, par-
ticularly for the Youth program. Our 

commitment to Family Ministry as a 
strategic emphasis for Grace remains 
steady, and our Youth Council has 
been busy refining plans for events and 
activities. Fundraising efforts are con-
tinuing in order to support summer 
mission trips, as evidenced by our pan-
cake breakfast on January 24. Addition-
ally, Pastor Atkins has made himself 
available to meet with small groups of 
parents in their homes to address con-
cerns and questions and also provide an 
opportunity for input to help shape our 
direction. 
 

As suggested in the Church Council 
Update in last month’s Grace Notes, a 
sub-committee of Church Council was 
charged with reviewing and revising the 
mission statement for Grace in re-
sponse to recommendations made by 
the “Evangelism Workshop Team.” The 
sub-committee is bringing best practice 
Evangelism ideas to Grace, on a path 
toward enhancing our qualities as an 
“Invitational Church.” A proposed revi-
sion to our mission statement was ap-
proved at this meeting, adopting the 
following: 

 

Gather to Christ - We reach out 
to people and welcome them into the 
church. 
Grow as Disciples - We relate 
people to God and help them deepen 
their relationship with God; we nur-
ture people in Christian living. 
Go to Serve - We support people 
in their ministry. 

 

(See Pastor Bob’s “Journal” above, and 
note the masthead of this newsletter, 
which reflects our new mission statement.) 
 

Review of ideas for how to move for-
ward with this mission concept con-
sumed the balance of the meeting, as 
further recommendations from the 
Evangelism Workshop Team were dis-
cussed. We’ll be communicating further 
as these ideas develop, but anticipate a 
need for all of our membership to ulti-
mately engage in “Gathering, Growing, 
and Going” as we work to build disci-
ples. We can each welcome someone 
into the Grace family, help to bring a 
new talent and passion to bear in our 
mission work, or fulfill a need of a per-
son seeking a church home.  Remember 
to wear your nametag with purpose! 
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The deadline for March 
Grace Notes news is:  
Monday, March 1 

Submit news to gumcnotes@ 
peopleofgrace.org or call 
 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd.,  
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

February 2010 

 Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace 
in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on 
the home page to view or download announcements. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
See page one for “Greensleeves,” featuring the Advent 
Chamber Orchestra and virtuoso flutists on Feb. 7, 3:00pm. 

Agape Ringers in Concert! 
Sunday, February 21, 4:00 p.m.  
In the Sanctuary 
Chicago’s premier handbell ensemble!  These 
amazing artists have wowed audiences across 
the United States, England, Puerto Rico, and 
Canada, and now they’re coming to our own 
Grace Sanctuary!  Advance tickets are $12 
adults/$10 seniors 65+/$5 students or $14/$12/$5 at 
the door.  This concert is sponsored in part through the 
generosity of Cynthia Rupp in memory of her husband, 
Herb Rupp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan de Kam Organ Concert 
Friday, March 19, 7:30 p.m. 
On Grace Church’s Reuter Opus 2222 Organ 

Susan de Kam is the recipient of numerous prizes and 
awards for her performances on piano and organ.  She has 
also been a finalist in the Music Teachers National Associa-
tion Collegiate Organ Competition (2002) and the Miami 
International Organ Competition (2006). Most recently, she 
was a semi-finalist in the Bach/ Liszt International Organ 
Competition, held in Weimar, Germany.  Advance tickets 
are $8 adults/$6 seniors 65+/$5 students or $10/$8/$5 at 
the door (students are FREE with a paying adult).  This 
concert is sponsored in part through a gift from the Reuter 
Pipe Organ Builders. 

“As much as I am VERY PROUD of our church bell ring-
ers, I so urge you to take some time to hear The Agape 
Ringers.  They are tremendous!” 
 

 —Grace Bell Ensemble Director Val Dudley  

                       This Valentine’s Day, Fall In Love With  

                         Seasons of Love 
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with “Seasons of Love” Dessert Theater, directed by 
Kris Visher, featuring light drama, Broadway and pop favorites from the con-
temporary vocalists and musicians of Grace, delectable desserts and FREE child 
care 5:00-9:00 p.m. (includes a meal, games and activities for your children). 
When:  Saturday, February 13, 7:30 p.m. 
Where:  In the Grace Activity Center 
Who:  Couples, singles, everyone!  We’re celebrating all forms of love! 
How:  Purchase tickets ($15 per person) and make seating requests in 
the church office; advanced concert and child care reservations are  
required.  Reserve child care for infants-5th graders with Margaret Har-
rison (630-355-1748, ext. 241).   

Over 50 Fellowship Will Be “Riveting” 
February’s Over 50 Fellowship meets Thursday, Feb-
ruary 11, beginning with lunch at noon in Fellowship 
Hall.  Our program recalls the WWII era, with a por-
trayal of “Rosie the Riveter” by Dee McHale and a 
slide presentation entitled “On the Home Front.”  Re-
serve in the church office (630-355-1748) by noon on 
Tuesday, February 9.  Cost for lunch and program is $5, 
payable at the door. 
February Women’s Circles...Martha-Esther 
meets Feb. 16, 9:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room; con-
tact Amy Song for free child care (630-222-4712); 
Mary meets Feb. 16, 9:15 a.m. at Erma Bryan’s with a 
program from Elaine Pauls; Priscilla meets Feb. 16, 
7:00 p.m. at Margaret Schmitt’s to work on comfort 
pillows; Ruth meets Feb. 17, 9:15 a.m. at Evelyn 
Tabonski’s with a program on Clyde and Joan Uebele’s 
mission work in Kenya; Sarah meets Feb. 16, 9:15 
a.m. at Ro Willard’s, featuring “The Spice of Life” from 
Winnie Graver. 
Parents, Register for Visionary Parenting! 
Parents of children and teens (through 18), don’t miss 
the multi-church Visionary Parenting workshop at Al-
leluia Lutheran Church in Naperville on Saturday, 
March 6, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Discover practical tools 
for making a love for God the focus of your family.  
Cost is $30 per person (includes lunch).  Register  
today by clicking the VP link on the home page of our 
website at www.peopleofgrace.org.   
CWU Mother’s Day Project Needs Donations 
Church Women United are again providing writing 
materials for incarcerated mothers to communicate 
with their children on Mother’s Day.  Donations of the 
following items are needed:  pens (single cell with caps; 
no click or metal pens); stationery (complete sets; no 
Caucasian themes); blank “thinking of you” note cards; 
gallon Ziploc bags; “Forever” postage stamps.  Please 
deposit these items, unassembled, in the box in the 
church office by Sunday, March 14.   

Women,  
Save the Date! 

Sat., April 10 
for the Annual Spring 

Women’s EventWomen’s Event 
Beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
Featuring Keynote 

Speaker Irene Taylor,   
workshops and lunch. 

Details to come! 
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en of 
Grace, 
you are 

cordially in-
vited to be-
come less 
depressed, 
less anxious, 
gain self-
esteem and 
greater 
health.  It’ll 
take 0.6% 

of your busy week, and it’s free of 
charge.  What’s the catch?  There is 
none—it’s the power of intercessory 
prayer “where two or more are gath-
ered in Christ’s name.”  It’s Prayer 
Time for Men 2010, meeting Sunday 
evenings from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the 
Grace Church chapel. 
 

Studies show that the frequency with 
which men (and women) pray is 
closely correlated to fewer symptoms 
of depression and anxiety. In addition, 
those who incorporate prayer into 
their lives are not only less likely to be 
mentally ill but also have considerably 

higher self-esteem.  What’s more, a 
study conducted at Duke University 
Medical Center of 150 patients who 
underwent angioplasty between 1997 
and 1998 showed that those who re-
ceived intercessory prayer had the 
greatest success rate. 
 

Charlie Volz, who established Prayer 
Time for Men nearly two years ago 
and knows a thing or two about health 
and prayer (read his devotion on page 
40 of your “Pathways to Grace” 
Lenten devotions booklet), invites all 
men to consider the power of an hour 
of prayer.  Says Charlie, “A new year is 
a good time to begin a new adven-
ture...to break away and free ourselves 
from the demands of life, to clear our 
minds and focus on prayer, meditate 
and experience God at a higher level in 
an informal, non-intimidating atmos-
phere.”   
 

Prayer Time for Men includes a brief 
time of sharing joys and concerns, an 
optional short devotion or scripture 
reading, and (by random picks from 
the “prayer bowl” and direction from 
the Holy Spirit) petitioning of God’s 

intervention in the needs of family, the 
people of Grace, the community, na-
tion and world.  The hour is concluded 
with petitions for personal needs, si-
lent meditation and prayer, and the 
Lord’s Prayer.  Resource materials on 
prayer and meditation are available 
outside the chapel to help participants 
grow in this venture into intercessory 
prayer.  At their discretion, partici-
pants may spend additional time in 
personal prayer and meditation in the 
chapel or sanctuary, until 9:00 p.m.   
 

Traditionally, men have been led to 
believe that they can, and should, be in 
control of all things at all times.  But, 
as Christians, we know that only God 
is in control.  Men, come join your 
brothers in an hour of prayer on Sun-
day evenings, enlisting and inviting 
God’s power into your own lives and 
the lives of others. 
 

Contact Charlie Volz at 815-609-2567 
for further information about Prayer Time 
for Men.  Note:  There is also a women’s 
prayer group, meeting Sunday evenings, 
7:00-8:00 p.m., in the Office Lounge.   
 

The Power of An Hour of Prayer 

Graver Lectureship 
Welcomes UMC 
Bishop John Hopkins 

 

Bishop John Hopkins 
(East Ohio Confer-
ence), Chair of the 
The United Methodist 
Church’s Connectional 
Table, will speak at 
Grace through the 

Grant V. Graver Endowed Lecture-
ship on Sunday, February 28, 
11:00 a.m., on the topic of “Ethical 
Leadership.”  This lecture is free of 
charge.  The UMC Connectional 
Table is a place to gather the “right 
groups at the right time around the 
right issues for conversation and 
momentum,” avoiding the role of 
coordinating, regulating, and operat-
ing in order to appreciate God’s 
work among us as a church and fo-
cus on the future.  Bishop Hopkins 
will also preach at the 9:30 worship 
service on February 28.   

 An Inside Glimpse of the Grace Concert Series 
From Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 
 

2010 is well under way, and so is the Grace Concert Series. Our first concerts of the  
New Year have been great experiences. A major milestone was the completely sold-out per-
formance by the Millikin University Choir at Wentz Hall. Hundreds of music lovers got a 
glimpse of the vision of the concert series and a bit of an introduction to Grace Church. 
 

The remaining concerts of this season represent an ongoing offering of some of the finest  
classical music to be heard in the Chicago area as well as the most interesting variety yet  
presented in the series. Our own Grace musicians and actors will present the "Seasons 
of Love" Valentine's dessert theater event and J.S. Bach's magnificent Easter Cantata.  The  
Advent Chamber Orchestra will play a beautiful program featuring two virtuoso flutists and a 
solo recital by the gifted violinist Roxana Pavel Goldstein. We will also enjoy the artistry of 
concert organist, Susan de Kam. 
 

In addition to these events, we're celebrating a variety of styles and musical media. One of the 
finest handbell ensembles around, the Agape Ringers will dazzle and inspire with their exciting 
ringing. Jazz artist Deanna Witkowski has been celebrated by the New York jazz scene, ap-
peared on NPR, and brings a Christian perspective to her rare blend of faith and art. At sea-
son's end, we will join in celebration with the Grace Chancel Choir's spring choral program 
and close out with Music Celebration Sunday in a concert featuring piano/vocal duo Alan 
Eleazer and Wendell Werner.  Eleazer and Werner’s fresh take on well-known gospel music 
and hymns makes each song sound like a new composition.  It is also fitting that these inspiring 
artists will bring their ministry to us in memory of two of Grace's finest servants in music, Bill 
Huber and Curly Noerenberg. 
 

Join us for any or all of this season's concerts! 
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Our friends at Hope United Methodist Church in Volgo-
grad, Russia (where a team from Grace traveled last sum-
mer to help build up the new Hope Church), recently 
sent these heartening words regarding the influence and 
inspiration of our Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
 

“We would like to share a joy with you.  In late 2009, we re-
ceived the first result of a new ministry.  With the blessing of 
your sisters, we started to knit baby things.  Four sisters are 
involved in this service.  Two of them are just learning to knit.  
Just before the New Year, we were able, with God’s help, to 
give socks, gloves, hats, blouses, trousers, and vests to Malyut-
kas (an orphanage for children from birth to four years who 
were abandoned by their parents).  Our church supported this 
ministry; those who did not knit donated money and items for 
the children.  The result is a modest, but good gift for the New 
Year for children.  We attached a postcard to the items with 
the words of God’s blessings.  Kids and teachers were happy, 

even by such a 
little gift.  We 
wept with joy.  
The children did 
not want us to 
leave.  We have 
opened a good 
relationship with 
the administration 
of the orphanage, 
and we expect to 
visit again.  Praise 
the Lord for every-
thing!  Our sisters 
thank you for your 
service with the 
idea of knitting and, of course, for your prayers!  

Grace Prayer Shawls Inspire Hope UMC to Knit for Orphans 

Pastor Vladimir Iliukin addresses the 
congregation of Hope UMC in Volgo-
grad, Russia, from whom these grateful 
greetings come. 

Qsbz!gps!pvs!ufbn!jo!Lfozb"!!
On January 28, a team from Grace left for Kenya, where they will be in 
mission at Maua Methodist Hospital and working on various projects 
through Julie Utter and Annette Swanson’s Seeds of Grace, PEMA and the 
Miriam Kanana Mubichi Foundation.  They will return home on February 
12, undoubtedly filled with stories of inspiration, hope, and the transfor-
mative, transglobal power of Christ’s love.  Please keep our team in your 
daily prayers, as they do God’s work for the people of Kenya! 

Click the “Seeds of Grace Blog” link 
at the top of our home page at: 

www.peopleofgrace.org 

       Acts of Love        By Nikki Schlegel, age 10 
 

What do you think of Valentine’s Day and February?  Do you think of sending Valentine cards to friends and family, 
neighbors and teachers, servers and workers? Do you think of writing secret admirer letters as jokes or for real? 
Yeah, doing things like these can be amusing, but is that really what God wants us to do? 
 

February is national heart month and, according to some people, the month of love. So let’s make February live up 
to its title. A simple act of love can show God’s love through your actions. Maybe this year appreciation cards could 
be sent out instead of Valentine’s cards. A simple jot of thank you can make a friend’s heart glow. Write a letter to 
someone about your appreciation to them in the past year.  They will definitely feel God’s love through you.      

Who said acts of love had to be simple? Because I know that helpers and rescuers’ acts of love in Haiti aren’t sim-
ple!  These heroic actions and selfishness are far apart. When helpers rescue people from the rubbish of fallen build-
ings, their hearts show love from God. They could have chosen to be couch potatoes when watching the Haiti 
earthquake on television. “I’m not involved” or “That’s not near me so I can’t help” could escape from their 
mouths…on purpose. But it didn’t. It couldn’t happen. It wouldn’t happen. Those volunteers truly show God’s love 
from within. 

 

We sometimes feel as though some people can run circles around us with their acts of kindness and love. You 
know, you don’t have to let this happen. Using what you know and have learned throughout your life, you too can 
do an act of love. Forget Valentine’s Day cards, forget secret admirer letters. Show God’s love through action. 
Maybe then others will do it too! 
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Linking Up to Grace                   By Pastor Lisa Telomen

Can you believe it is almost Lent?  Seems 
like we are still very close to Christmas, 
with the snow and cold outside!  First 
though, remember all your sweeties with 
our “Seasons of Love” concert at Grace 
on Februaty 13, and give them Fair Trade 
chocolate purchased from our Church & 
Society team in the Activity Center.  Fair 
Trade chocolate allows you to give twice, 
and to people who need it!  Lent begins 
on Ash Wednesday, February 17.  Our 
worship service that evening is one of my 
favorites in the year, because we deliber-
ately begin a focused walk with Christ, 
“setting our faces toward Jerusalem” (see 
Luke 9: 51).  And as we begin our walk 
with him to Jerusalem that night, we re-
member several things together:  1) we 
do not walk alone; we celebrate com-
munion with Christ and our fellow disci-
ples of Grace and remember that the 
saving presence of Christ and the love of 
all the saints accompany us every step of 
our journey; 2) our walk is finite, yet 
memorable and important; we are 
marked with ashes to remember that we 
are mortal, yet unique, and make our 
mark in history; 3) we are marked with 
healing oil; we always have access to the 

love, healing and grace of our God and 
Christ, in every struggle we face.  Come 
and share this wonderful service with 
your community of faith, 7:30 p.m. on 
February 17 in the sanctuary, with music 
from our Chancel Choir. 
 

The theme your Lenten team has chosen 
for this year is “Pathways to Grace.”  I 
hope that as we begin this walk together, 
you will enjoy learning of others’ path-
ways and that you will take opportunities 
to share your own.  As we share our 
journeys of faith together, we identify 
better the ways that God is truly present 
to us and in our world for others, and 
this confirms our faith, hope and love for 
God and our neighbor.  And, we dis-
cover that there are many wonderful 
paths to God’s grace that we can yet 
take and encounter Christ more fully and 
wonderfully in the days to come! 
 

One of our joys and privileges in our 
Christian journey is watching for oppor-
tunities to introduce Christ and share 
God’s “Welcome!” with other people, so 
that they may begin or continue their 
path with Christ.  We had the joy of wel-
coming 11 new members to our church 

in January.  Each has a 
wonderful witness to 
share of the pathway 
to God and to Grace 
that they have walked.  
I hope you all make 
time to share stories with them!  I look 
forward to us all sharing in ministry to-
gether in the coming weeks and years.  
There are others coming to Grace whom 
we will welcome into membership in 
March. 
 

But how many are still looking for the 
pathway, to God’s grace and to Grace 
UMC?  How will they find the way, and 
how long will it take, unless we help 
them?  You are God’s and Christ’s voice 
for others to hear of God’s love, for oth-
ers to find the welcome of Christ’s com-
munity.  This Lent, please shine your 
light, lift your voice, and open the doors 
to God’s grace, and Grace UMC, for 
those who are without a church home!  
Let us make God’s “Welcome Home!” 
known to all! 
 

Serving Christ with you, 
 

 

February 2010 

Rev. Dr. Findon Says… 
 

If change is indeed 
the essence of life, 
transition is the 
heart of the experi-
ence.  Our life ex-
periences can be 
blessings or curses.  

We either celebrate, or we struggle.  
We feel joy and experience har-
mony, or we feel despair and experi-
ence dissonance in our lives. 
 

These descriptions can also identify 
our relational connections with oth-
ers—blessings or curses, celebra-
tions or struggles, joy or despair.  
Each of us has relationships which 
provide primary emotional satisfac-
tion, guidance for living, personal 
assistance, and an opportunity for 
giving, self-expression and personal 
growth. 
 

Human beings are relational beings.  
When our relationships are emo-

tionally disconnected, our personal 
growth and emotional well-being can 
be affected.  The quality of life is di-
minished.  There is less energy, dis-
empowerment, confusion, diminished 
worth, and we turn away from rela-
tionships.   
 

It is important to make a self-
assessment to determine our rela-
tional connectedness with others and 
with God.  God’s grace is mediated 
through human relationships.  As we 
journey the Way of Jesus Christ and 
experience a spiritual relationship 
with God, we are blessed, we cele-
brate, and we find joy.  With healthy, 
growth-fostering relationships with 
others and with God, which we find 
in the community of the faithful, we 
experience increased energy and 
zest, empowerment, clarity, sense of 
worth, and a desire for continued 
and more connections. 

W hether you need an alternative to Sunday 
morning worship or just want to end your 

week feeling spiritually refreshed, come be a part 
of our Circle of Worship, Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Activity Center.  Stirring, original  
MUSIC from music leader Vickie Wagner helps 
us draw closer to God.  HOLY COMMUNION is a 
sacrament we share every week.  We join in 
PRAYER every week, but there is a special time 
on the first Saturday of each month for prayer 
with ANOINTING OILS for those going through 
particular struggles or in need of healing.  Our 
CIRCLE format brings us together, the Holy Spirit 
forming us into a family, and our CASUAL ENVI-
RONMENT allows us to meet new friends in a  
relaxed, informal way.  Saturday evening worship 
is the PERFECT BENEDICTION, a time to let go 
of the stress and burdens we carry, to be re-
newed in Christ and follow Him into a new week! 

Saturday Evening  
Worship a Blessing  
All Around 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Beverly Belew, mother of Barbara Johnson 
Jon DelVitto, Jr., brother of Lynne Shugh 
Margaret Entzminger, mother of Joan Stokely 
Nellie Lehman, mother of Trudy Andsager 
Vince Maryanski, friend of the Eesley family  
Sherman Patterson, uncle of Scott Calhoun 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Catherine Langford celebrates her 97th birthday on Feb-
ruary 20; please send greetings to 1700 Robin Lane #525, 
Lisle, IL  60532 
Garrett Edward, son of Brent and Brittan (Brashears) Fatig 
and grandson of Chuck and Treva Brashears, was born on 
December 30 
Ryan Michael, son of Jaime and Bill Blumthal and grandson 
of Jean and Bill Blumthal, was born on December 31 
Evelyn Elizabeth, daughter of Jennifer and Daniel Hay and 
granddaughter of Margaret and Bob Schmitt, was born on 
January 12 
Grant Michael, son of Melissa and Michael Bortnick and 
grandson of Paula and Gary Cree, was born on January 19 

Baptisms 
Alan Wang was baptized on January 24 

              Welcome, New Members! 
                  New members are listed in bold 
Jeff Barbeau, daughters Elizabeth and Rebekah and sons 
Benjamin and Samuel 
Ginnie Battle 
Reagan and Jennifer Johnson and son Tegan 
Rich, Sharon and Cecilee Mazur and grown son Rick 
Abby Norus, husband Ken, son Cory and daughter Anna 
Amy Raile 
Alan Wang 
Jack and Hunter Watson, wife Elizabeth and other sons 
Spencer and Tyler   

If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share with the Grace 
Church family, please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, ext. 240; 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org; or drop off your news in the church office, 
ATTN:  Barb 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the ani-
mal’s name, and anything you’d like us to know about the ani-
mal or photo.  Photos are published in the order received. 

This is Gypsy, an 11-month-old Blue Merle Sheltie who’s 
working hard to make friends with Sammy and Gracie, 
the two cats with whom she shares her home, along with 
the Potts family.  Here, she is shown wearing her Hallow-
een get-up, a skeleton costume.  Wonder if the cats made 
any bones about that? 

 Thanks from the Hunger Team 

Many thanks to all who brought groceries and 
donated to the “love loaf” on the first Sunday 
in January.  Two members of the Grace Hun-
ger committee took 115 pounds of groceries 
to the Common Pantry in the Lakeview area, 
Chicago’s oldest food bank.  The folks at Com-

mon Pantry were very appreciative of our monetary and 
food donations, as the need is great!  Food collections are 
taken on the first Sunday of every month, so remember 
your donations for Loaves & Fishes on “Souper Bowl of 
Caring” Sunday February 7 as well as March food items on 
March 7, which will benefit Aurora’s Hesed House.  A 
good rule of thumb:  when you’re out grocery shopping 
for your family, watch for those “buy one-get one free” 
deals, and save the “free” item for your monthly dona-
tions.  Before you know it, you’ll have a bagful of grocer-
ies!  Monetary donations to the love loaf are great, too—
did you know that every dollar you contribute yields $10 
of groceries for a hungry family?  Please contact Hunger 
Chair Catherine Page with any questions (630-420-8239).   

It was great to see you at the 
pancake breakfast! 
Many thanks to all who attended or helped pre-
pare for, serve at, or clean up after our Pancake 

Breakfast for summer youth missions on January 24.  It was a 
great success!  If you would like to attend one or both of 
our mission trips to Asheville, NC, or 
Grand Rapids, MI, this summer, please 
pick up an information packet in the 
white shelves outside the youth office, 
or contact Gaye Lynn Loufek at 630-
898-8986 or rglbhl@aol.com.   


