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T o date, Seeds of 
Grace has raised 

over $22,000 in jew-
elry sales for PEMA 
(Peacemakers).  
Thank you to all who have purchased 
jewelry, making a direct contribution 
to the lives of widows, vulnerable chil-
dren and orphans in Kenya.  Please 
enjoy these pictures, taken at PEMA’s 
Christmas party in Kenya, which was 
funded by PEMA jewelry sales.   

Seeds of Grace Jewelry Sales Bring Christmas Cheer to Kenya 

 2nd Annual  
“Under the  

Acacia Tree”  
African food, music, stories,  

traditions—fun for the whole family! 
 

Co-sponsored by Religion & Race and  
Seeds of Grace, benefiting the people of Kenya 

Save the Date! 
Sunday, March 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday,  April 3 
6:00-8:30 p.m. at Grace 
Fellowship of Christian Men’s 

Spring Forum (Dinner included) 
 

Men, come hear Naperville Mayor  
George Pradel speak about  

 

“GOD AND COUNTRY” 
Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers! 

 The Grace Concert Series Presents… 

“Ages, States and Nations” 
Friday, March 13, 7:30 p.m. 

At Wentz Concert Hall 
 

Join us in North Central College’s beautiful new venue for a 
Choral Festival featuring our own Grace Choirs, Naperville 
North High School Choirs, the Naperville Brass Ensemble,  

Armstrong High School Choir from Plymouth, MN, and more!   
A glorious blend of voices for the coming of spring!   

 

Purchase advance tickets online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
or in the church office.  Advance tickets are $10 adults/$8 seniors 

65+/$5 students, or $12/$10/$5 at the door. 
 

www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 

Friday, April 24 
6:00-10:00 p.m. 

“Women’s Night Together”! 
Keynote Speaker:  Rev. C. Kay Turner 

 
Renew, Recharge, Rejuvenate...Mind, Body and Soul! 

 

Details to Come—Save the Date! 
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$3 per person 

 
Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

D 
espite sub-zero temps, 31 Grace 
senior high students and seven 
adults traveled over four hours on 

snowy roads to Evart, MI, January 16-
18 for a winter retreat with over 800 
other young Christians.  With a theme 
of “Invent,” taken from Psalm 33:3 
(“invent a new song,” The Message), the 
Springhill Camp retreat offered in-
door/outdoor sports and activities 
galore, worship music from the popu-
lar Christian band “Attaboy” and, the 
highlight of the retreat, a moving pres-
entation from the author of The Shack, 
William Paul Young.  “I’ve never seen 
youth so engaged in a speaker before,” 
said Grace Youth Pastor Howie Sny-
der, who was equally entranced by 
Young’s message about the love of 
God.  “He had such a presence of love 
and grace.”   
 

While former Grace youth retreats 
have typically been smaller outings run 
by our own youth leaders, Howie 
opted for the Springhill Camp, where 
he has taken youth from previous 

churches.  In addition to the higher 
quality of entertainment, activities and 
speakers that a large retreat ministry 
offers, “it’s also a retreat for the lead-
ers; all we have to do is show up,” 
said Howie.  The broader scope did 

not, however, hamper the connec-
tions our youth made with God, their 
youth leaders and each other.  Said 
Assistant Youth Director Gaye Lynn 
Loufek, ”It is extremely heartwarming 

Grace Youth Have Arctic Blast on Sr. High Winter Retreat 

“Poster Children”:  Grace Sr. High students and youth leaders smile for a poster at 
Michigan’s Springhill Camp January 16-18.   

T his Valentine’s Day, February 14 at 7:30 p.m., the Grace Concert Series 
presents a “A Song for Valentine’s Day,” featuring love songs from opera 

and Broadway productions performed by our own Grace vocal artists-in-
residence.  Following the concert is a buffet of elegant, sumptuous desserts.  
Tickets are $15 for adults/$12 for seniors 65+/$10 for students in advance; 
purchase advance tickets and reserve seats (online only) at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts or in the church office.  At the door, tickets 
are $20/$18/$15.  Come fall in love with “A Song”! 
 

Kids Camp In! 
Moms and Dads, here’s an opportunity to really enjoy Valentine’s Day this 
year!  Bring the kids to “Kids Camp In,” our Valentine’s child-
care program, 5:00-10:00 p.m., offering pizza, games, and fun 
for the kids while you go out!  Go out for dinner, then come 
back for our “Song for Valentine’s Day” concert and dessert.  
$5 per child; reserve with Margaret Harrison at 630-355-
1748, ext. 241, or gumcstory@peopleofgrace.org. 

Kids Camp In, Parents Go Out for a “Song” 

Grace Artists-in-Residence 
Present “A Song for Valentine’s 
Day” on Saturday, February 
14, 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
An elegant dessert buffet  
follows the concert. 

Bulk mail is unpredictable.  Please accept our apologies if you receive this newsletter after any of the events herein have occurred.  

(Continued on page 3)  
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Pastor’s Journal  
  

We are all aware of the economic crisis we are experiencing in this nation and around the world.  The 
slowing of the housing market in the spring and the drop in the stock market through the fall signaled 
many changes in the way we collectively behave.  We are choosing, or being forced, to move away 
from an economy driven by credit toward thrift. 

 

In the midst of economic change, families make tough choices one decision at a time.  Without a set of core values to 
give meaningful focus and purpose to those choices, it can feel like a series of losses.  Grace Church is working this year 
on restoring the sense of purpose and meaning for families that is the heart of our ministry together.  We will support 
parents as they raise families focused on purposeful living.  The newly reformed Family Council has met to set goals and 
is beginning to provide leadership.  The Children’s Education Committee is looking at new ways to welcome and register 
visitors and support our Sunday School teachers.  Our Youth Ministry is growing with increasing participation in our 
Wednesday evening study and our Sunday morning and evening youth programs. 
 

The opportunity for Grace to step up and revitalize ministry shows signs of the presence of God’s Holy Spirit among us.  
While others churches have experienced a decline in resources, Grace has been blessed by increased giving this fall.  
Together we are making possible the real work of ministry by moving ahead with our goal to reinvigorate our children, 
youth and family programs. 
 

Grace ended last year with a positive balance – almost exactly the right amount to provide the additional resources 
needed to accomplish our goals in 2009.  God is good.  And the future of Grace looks bright.  Join your Church in  
celebrating the future God has for us! 
         Grace and Peace, 

February 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair 
 

Though the economy 
continues to struggle,  
we at Grace have begun 
2009 with a compelling 
cadence of ideas and 

engagement and a gratifying enthusiasm 
for making things happen.  At the first 
meeting of the Grace N.O.W. Council, 
made up of Chairpersons from our 
major Nurture, Outreach, and Witness 
committees, the surge of fresh ideas 
for moving forward with Family Minis-
tries was electric.  The emergent 
cross-feed between committees of col-
laboration and mutual support was 
stunning to all in attendance.  We are 
also experiencing a wave of heightened 
relationships and commitment to acting 
on guiding impulses, as a result of the 
“Unbinding Your Heart” prayer study. 
Are we comfortable praying regularly, 
praying together, and sharing our faith 
both inside and outside of Grace?  
Many had thought not, but are  
 

discovering a greater “freedom” and 
“warmth of belonging” through giving  
it a try. 
 

Church Council reviewed 2008 at our 
first meeting in January to appreciate 
what has been accomplished and to 
extract what we’ve learned for our 
path going forward. Though we started 
2008 with a budget deficit, Grace 
members’ suggestions for improvement 
and support of our “April Appeal” and 
Fall Giving Campaign put the end of 
2008 in a strong financial position. Our 
strategic direction for Family Ministries 
was identified and continues to be 
shaped going forward, with great 
strides made in the Youth program and 
continued emphasis on strengthening 
committees and clarifying objectives 
for areas that can be improved.  As 
specific requirements are crystallized 
this year, we are positioned for addi-
tional staff support in the Family Minis-
tries area.  Our Grace Music program 
continues to evolve, with wonderful 
Christmas performances and the inau-
guration of our Grace Concert Series. 

The Grace Praise Team culminated 
three years of honing their skills with a 
stirring musical in December at all 
three Sunday services, triggering foot-
tapping and finger snapping among even 
our most conservative members.  Our 
Fellowship of Christian Men (FCM) 
gatherings and the now annual 
“Celebrate the Season” event for 
women have continued to grow in 
scope and attendance, including in-
creasing numbers from outside our 
Grace membership. We’re moving in 
the right direction! 
 

Let’s continue to remember name tags, 
and take that extra moment to intro-
duce ourselves to visitors, new mem-
bers, or a member we haven’t met be-
fore.  Recently, a participant in one of 
our “Unbinding” study groups reported 
that the warm welcome she and her 
husband received from one of our 
members while visiting Grace inspired 
them to come back.  The power of a 
smile and words of welcome is awe-
some indeed! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    
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CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

“A Song for Valentine’s Day”:  
Kids Camp In, Parents Go Out! 
(see page 1) 
 

February Women’s Circles: 
Sarah meets Tuesday, Feb. 17, 9:15 
a.m., in the home of Linda Bodine.  
Program features Julie Schlegel, who 
will speak to us about fitness and nutri-
tion.  Mary meets Tuesday, Feb. 17, 
9:15 a.m., at June McCluskey’s.  Our 
program is “Getting to Know You.”  
Please remember your contributions 
to Loaves & Fishes.  Priscilla meets 
on Tuesday, Feb. 17, 7:00 p.m., at 
Mary Eesley’s.  Our program is “Heart 
for UMW” and Heart Health, led by 
Lillian Volz.  Ruth meets Wednesday, 
Feb. 18, 9:15 a.m., in the home of Val 
Dudley.  Miriam Lehman will present 
our program on Native Americans.  
Martha-Esther will meet on Tues-
day, Feb. 24, 9:15 a.m., in Room 234 
(note date and room change).  All are 
welcome to join us; our speaker will 
share tools and tips for the journey of 
“Faith and Families.”  For free, loving 
childcare, contact Leslie Stapleton at 
630-961-9304. 
 

All-Church Soup & Pie Luncheon 
On Sunday, February 22, our 
youth will host their first sum-
mer missions fundraiser of 
the year, a Soup and Pie 

Luncheon in Fellowship Hall, 11:00 
a.m.  At all worship services on Febru-
ary 22, Youth Ministries will share 
how our congregation can support the 
important work our youth will do in 
New Orleans and St. Louis this sum-
mer.  Be sure to attend worship, then 
join us for soup and pie!  If you would 
like to contribute a soup ingredient or 
pie, please sign up in the church office. 
 

Book Group will meet Wednesday, 
February 25, 12:45 p.m. in the Fire-

side Room to discuss The Shack, by 
William Paul Young.  All are welcome. 
 

March 13:  Grace Concert Series’ 
Choral Festival at Wentz Hall 
(see back cover) 
 

March 15:  2nd Annual “Under 
the Acacia Tree”  (see back cover) 
 

Fellowship of Christian Men  
Welcome the Mayor (see back cover) 

“Women’s Night Together” 
(see back cover) 
 

Save a Life—Learn CPR!   
Grace is offering both adult and in-
fant/children CPR certification classes.  
A Child/Infant CPR/AED class will be 
held on Saturday, February 21, 9:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m., in Room 254.  An 
Adult Heartsaver CPR/AED class will 
be held Saturday, March 7, 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m., in Room 254.  Cost per 
class is $10 per person.  Contact Bob 
Poland at 630-355-1748, ext. 250. 
 

Easter Flowers For Sale! 
Lilies, geraniums, so many colors!  
You may purchase Easter flowers 
at Grace on Sundays, Feb. 15, 
Feb. 22 and March 1.   
 

European Tour Information  
Sharing  Pastor Don Niswonger and 
Rev. Dr. Carol Findon are planning a 
fabulous tour of Europe for September 
2010, including the famous Passion Play 
at Oberammergau!  Want to learn 
more about this once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity?  Come to an informational 
meeting, complete with video, on Sun-
day, March 1, 4:00 p.m., in Room 254.   
 

UMW General Meeting March 3 
Rev. Bill Bryan will speak on “I Believe 
in Jesus—Spiritual Growth.”  All  are 
welcome; 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin 
insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

February 2009 

The deadline for March Grace Notes is:  
Monday, February 23 

 

Grace Notes is published for the members 
and friends of Grace United Methodist 

Church.  Submit news to Barb Ceruti via 
e-mail at gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org; 

phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240;  
or drop off news in the church office 

 

Grace United Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 ∙ 
www.peopleofgrace.org 

Youth News 
† Side-by-Side Date Change:  Due 

to snow days, our trip to New Or-
leans this summer has been re-
scheduled for June 13-21 

† Jr. High Mission Trip:  July 19-
24—St. Louis, here we come! 

† If you ordered a copy of The 
Shack, you may pick it up in the 
Youth Office 

† Sr. High Retreat Photos 
Wanted!  If you have retreat pho-
tos to share with our Hallway of 
Pictures, please burn them to a CD, 
or offer us your hard copies.  Please 
drop them in the Youth Office 

† Come to Bible Study—
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (dinner), 
followed by Bible Study, 6:30-7:30 
p.m.  Parents, if you can provide din-
ner for a Wed. night Bible Study, 
please contact Ruth Wills at 630-
416-8344.  Hail to the chefs!   

† 30-Hour Famine March 20-21 

† Jr. High “Believe” April 24-25 

† Have you heard of the “Walk to 
Emmaus”?  It’s an amazing journey in 
faith, and “Chrysalis” offers the 
same experience for Sr. High stu-
dents.  The next opportunity is 
March 6-8.  Contact Howie if 
you’re interested in taking “Flight”! 
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“This picture 
[right] says a 

lot about my commitment to 
the hunger cause,” said Cindy 
Stonecipher, Chair of the 
Heifer Project, one of the 
many local and world-wide 
hunger missions Grace sup-
ports.  “What other 50-
something woman would 
dress up like this year after 
year?”  Each December, the cow outfit makes an appearance to 
raise awareness of Heifer’s mission to help struggling countries 
gain long-term self-sufficiency via livestock, training and other 
resources.  Grace members are encouraged to help purchase 
animals for these countries, either through donations or as a 
Christmas gift in someone’s name.  In 2008, the Heifer Project 
received 62 donations, totaling $6,200. 

 

Other missions of the Grace Hunger Committee include Hesed 
House, Loaves & Fishes, Common Pantry, CROP Walk, Bread 
for the World, Wayside Cross, and such outreach activities as 
the recent “Souper Bowl of Caring,” for which our Grace family 
collected 204 bags of groceries and raised $1,000, allowing 
Loaves & Fishes food pantry to purchase $10,000 worth of gro-
ceries for hungry families!  “Our mission is to educate ourselves 
and others on the plight of the hungry and how we may help 
them,” said Grace Hunger Committee Chair Catherine Page. 
 

Throughout 2008, our Hunger Team was very busy raising funds 
for and awareness of the hunger struggle that permeates every 
nook and cranny of the globe.  Many thanks to all of our Grace 
family who joined in the fight against hunger.  The need is great, 
but so is the response.  In addition to the aforementioned con-
tributions to the Heifer Project and “Souper Bowl,” take a look 
at what else your support and generosity has done:   
 

Hesed House 
On the second Tuesday of each month, about 40 volunteers 
serve between 130-180 guests at Aurora’s Hesed House.  Grace 
members make casseroles, salad, and dozens of cookies.  Pur-
chased items from our hunger budget include pounds of beef, 
bologna and pancake mix and gallons of milk and orange juice.  
Note:  Hesed House needs help February 11 and March 
11 on the early shift (5:00-7:00 a.m.)! Carpooling can be 
arranged; contact Bob Owensby at 630-416-4513.  
 

CROP Walk 
Every October, Grace youth and adults join other Naperville 
congregations on a walk to raise funds in support of local, na-
tional and world-wide hunger efforts.  In 2008, Grace members 
raised $6,157, our second highest total.     
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Findon Says… 
 

V alentine’s Day celebrates 
love—the love between 

spouses and significant others—but 
why not friends, siblings, col-
leagues, teachers, communities?  

The Biblical words are to “love one another.”  
Here are some pointers from the Jean Baker 
Miller Training Institute for growth in all of our 
relationships, not just those we acknowledge with 
chocolates and romantic cards: 
 

♥ Think relationship—Move from the “me” and 
the “you” to the “we” 

♥ Honor the desire for good connection—Research 
shows that people need relationships like they 
need air, food or water 

♥ Radiate respect—Respect is a gateway to 
healthy, hopeful connection 

♥ Emphasize empathy—Empathy is the “wireless 
connection” that creates an empathic bridge 
between others and ourselves 

♥ Listen with love—When we listen with love, we 
communicate how much the relationship mat-
ters to us 

♥ Be present—Being present and real in our rela-
tionships allows others to be more present 
and real in the relationship.  Your presence 
can be the best present! 

♥ Make it mutual—Healthy relationships are al-
ways moving toward mutuality—each person 
affecting the other and being affected by the 
other, leading to actions that benefit both peo-
ple 

♥ Build resilience—Resilience is not an individual 
attribute; it grows through engagement in mu-
tually encouraging relationships 

♥ Respond, repair, re-connect—When a 
“disconnect” occurs, see if re-connection is 
possible.  Remember, relational pain means 
something needs to change in the relationship; 
it needs to move in a new way 

♥ Laugh liberally—”We” who laugh, last 
♥ Grow together—Good relationships contribute 

to growth of both (or all) people in them.  
They allow us to grow together, even as we 
grow in different ways 

♥ Say yes to zest!—Relationships deserve our 
very best energy, and good relationships actu-
ally replenish our energy.  Zest!  Energy!  
Creativity!  All are present in a healthy rela-
tionship.  These relationships provide the en-
ergy of our lives. 

 

The Hunger Committee 

Each year, Cindy Stonecipher dresses 
as a cow to raise awareness of the 
Hunger team’s Heifer Project. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Just this past week, I was privileged 
to lead the memorial celebration 
for my good friend and colleague, 
Rev. Larry Bouldin.  He was pastor 
at Grace in the 1980s, with Rev. 
Howard Benson.  As food for 
thought in this new year, when life 
seems to be getting more chaotic, 
let me share with you a few of the 
10 truths he learned, which he 
wrote down for us to test and pass 
on to others: 
 

1. In this life, we cannot expect to 
avoid pain, suffering, illness or loss.  
We can, however, train our minds 

so that we are better able to let go 
rather than hang on to life’s prob-
lems; we can lead our lives so that 
the difficulties we face become step-
ping stones rather than stumbling 
blocks on the path.  (Surya Das) 
2. Faith is the bird that feels the 
light and sings when the dawn is still 
dark.  (Tagore) 
3. A good life is not about money, 
careers, real estate or the stock 
market.  It is about relationships— 
how well we love and are loved. 
4. All the joy the world contains 
comes from wishing happiness for 
others.  All the misery the world 
contains comes from desiring pleas-

ure for oneself.  Life is 
short and we do not 
have much time to glad-
den the hearts of those 
who walk this way with us.  So be 
swift to show love; make haste to 
be kind.  (Amiel) 
 

May God bless us in our search for 
his Truth and his Love this year, and 
may we know God’s peace as we 
share these blessings with others. 
 

In Christ’s love,    
 
 
 
 

Linking Up to Grace      By Pastor Lisa Telomen  

Sr. High Retreat continued… 

to see so many teens exploring a life  

with Christ.  Retreats are a way to 
‘re-charge’ that relationship, broaden 
it, question it in a safe environment, 
and have good, clean, positive fun 
getting to know people from your 
own church as well as new people!”  
Added Howie, “Everything is height-
ened on a retreat—emotions, energy, 
and community with Christian broth-
ers and sisters.  Some of our youth, I 
had never met in person; those I 
knew, I got to know better.”   
 

The teens agree:  “This was a great 
retreat to connect with God and 
Howie,” said Dusty Hayes.  “I have 
been unsure about religion because 
of everything in my life, and this 
changed my outlook on how and why 
God does things.”  For Ben Ameiss, 
the retreat was “deeply personal and 
inspirational.”  According to Carley 
Jungnickel, “We all grew in some 
way; the retreat combined fun with 
church, which isn’t easy to do, and 
we had the most amazing speaker.” 
Agreed Matt Timmerberg, “We 
couldn’t have gotten a better 
speaker; he went through some seri-
ous problems in his life, but we could 
still all connect to him.”   

Cheryl Ameiss 
Pastor Bob Atkins 

Dottie Berg 
Katie Bidrawn 
Sandy Bray 
Dick Brooks 

Pastor Bill Bryan 
Erma Bryan 

Ellen Burrows 
Larry Getz 

Landon Goad 
Margaret Harrison 

Mark Himel 
Barbara Hoch 
Shelby House 
Nancy Huber 
Ralph Keiser 

Shirley Klupchak 
Julie Kronbach 

Candyce Krumwiede 
Merrill Litchfield 

Pastor Carol Madalin 
Beverly Michels 

Pastor Don Niswonger 

Darlene Noerenberg 
Phyllis Pepiot 
Letty Peters 

Kyle Reschke 
Pam Riley 

Julie Schlegel 
Nikki Schlegel 
Sue Schofield 

Anita Scholtens 
Dale Scholtens 
Leslie Stapleton 

Joyce Stuart 
Pastor Lisa Telomen 

Dick and Ruth Trondsen 
Gloria Veltman 
Vickie Wagner 

Ro Willard 
 

Art by Katie Bidrawn 
 
 

Lenten Booklet Task Force 
Merrill Litchfield and Angela McCurdy 

(Co-editors), Carol Bidrawn, Barb Ceruti, 
Glenna Holloway, Anita Scholtens 

Thank You to Our Lent Book Contributors 

I ncluded with this newsletter mailing is your 2009 Lenten Devotions 
booklet, “Cultivating Fruitfulness,” containing meditations, poems, draw-

ings and photos from our own Grace family for each day of the Lenten 
season (beginning Ash Wednesday, February 25).   May you be blessed by 
these heartfelt offerings from your fellow Christians!  Grateful thanks to 
the following contributors to the 2009 Lenten booklet: 
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Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo of your  
pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or animal shot taken by you or 
someone you know (no internet downloads or otherwise “anonymous”  
animal photos, please).  E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org  
or drop them in the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals  
will be returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or photo. 

W e have just completed the first 
half of our all-church study of 

Unbinding Your Heart!  Grace has 12 
“small” groups participating in this 
event.  Our groups range in size from 
three to 20 participants each.  Al-
most 130 people have taken the first 
steps toward loosening the bindings 
around our hearts that keep us from 
speaking to others about how much 
we love and trust God and how im-
portant Jesus is in our lives.  Each of 
us is praying daily for each other and 
for Grace Church.  As we study and 
pray and meet in our groups, we are 
learning to overcome the inhibitions 
and awkwardness we all sometimes 
feel when we think about telling an-
other person what God means to us.  
We are building a habit of daily Bible 

study and prayer.  As we do so, we 
are growing closer to God and learn-
ing to listen to His voice and follow 
His direction. We are opening the 
windows and doors of our hearts and 
minds so that the Holy Spirit may 
enter and use us to build up God’s 
kingdom. 
 

In addition to the adults involved in 
our “Unbinding” study, about 75 of 
our children and youth are participat-
ing in age-appropriate “Unbinding” 
activities.  That’s a little over 200 
people focusing our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service and 
our witness on building up Grace to 
the glory of God!  Have you noticed 
a buzz among our members?  Maybe 
there’s a little more excitement in 

the hallways and Activity Center be-
tween services?  Maybe you’ve ob-
served more energy and enthusiasm 
in our committee meetings?  Maybe 
someone new has said “Hello!” to 
you during the service – better yet, 
maybe you’ve greeted someone new? 
That’s the Holy Spirit moving 
through you and me and through 
Grace.  And, we’re only a little over 
half-way finished with our 
“Unbinding” study!  When I first 
spoke to the congregation in Novem-
ber about Unbinding Your Heart, I 
said that we were going to begin an 
adventure. I hope you’re as excited 
as I am about how far we’ve already 
come.  Are you on fire for Christ 
yet?  I pray that you are. 
 

How Are Our Hearts Unbinding?  An Update On Our All-Church Study in Prayer  
By Leslie Rogers, Adult Education Chair 

                   Did You Notice the Bright Yellow “H.O.T.” Books? 
 

Do you even know what the “H.O.T” Book is?  It’s a publication entitled “How Outreach Transforms” (H.O.T.) 
that outlines in detail all of the various outreach activities in which Grace is involved.  More importantly, it explains 
how YOU can get involved in missions.  In this time of change, economic cutbacks and re-evaluation of the true, 
eternal value of life, isn’t it time we heeded Christ’s call to discipleship and service to others?  Pick up a copy of the 
H.O.T. book, found in the information racks in the church office, and see where you can best serve others!    

This is Taylor Meador, a Yellow Labrador who brings love and cheer 
as a therapy dog to patients at Edward Hospital.  Taylor is nine years 
old and loves to play ball and get the morning paper for her masters, 
Jeff and Joan Meador.  Other favorite pastimes are spotting rabbits 
(Taylor points) and meeting new friends! 

From Pete Lindsay… 
I would like to extend a personal thank you to all of our ushers on Christmas Eve.  Everything went 
smoothly, and I thank you for your service.  I would also like to thank the over 100 volunteers who 
helped in our fall Stewardship Campaign.  I greatly appreciate all of your hard work and effort. 

Taylor 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathies to the Friends & Families of… 
 

Rev. Larry Bouldin, former pastor of Grace UMC 
Opal Buzan 
Ron Cavanaugh, family friend of the Deckers 
Jeanette Cruikshank, mother of Ginny Lacy 
Barbara Lane, friend of the Eesley family 
Olga Pergande, mother of Bob Pergande 
Henrietta Sahs 
Pat Taecker 

Baptisms 
 

Nicholas and Jason Wolfe were baptized on January 18 
Chase William and Reese Emerson, son and daughter 
of Charles and Elizabeth Knapp, were baptized January 25 
 

Celebrations 
 

Grant William, son of Jim and Lynn Lengemann, was 
born on January 5 
Nola Kay, daughter of Tracy and Tim Ferriter, grand-
daughter of Dan and Kathy Noerenberg and great-
granddaughter of Darlene Noerenberg, was born on  
January 5 
Kelly Blake and Mark Adam will be married as of  
February 15 
Catherine Langford will celebrate her 96th birthday on 
February 20; please send cards to 1700 Robin Lane #525, 
Lisle, IL  60532-4155 

  

Welcome, New Members! 
(Bold face indicates member of Grace) 

 

A warm welcome to the following families, who joined the  
membership of Grace on January 18: 
 

Jan and Terry Cosgrove 
Mark and Jennifer Duker 
Jerry and Regina Jurkiewicz, parents of Karsten, 14, 
Marek, 12, Konrad, 11, and Elise, 6 
Linda Rings 
Albert and Amy Song, parents of Rebecca, 3, and Reed, 
16 months 
Randy and Elisa Wolfe, parents of Nicholas, 12th 
grade, Jessica, 10th grade, and Jason, 6th grade 
 
If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share with 
our family of Grace, please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-
1748, ext. 240, or gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org.  You may 
also drop off letters or news to the church office, ATTN: Barb. 

U.S. Marshal Shares Loyalty to 
“God and Country”      
 

By Barb Ceruti 
 
 

“So help me God” are words that 
U.S. Marshal and Grace member 
Kim Widup does not take lightly.   
In 2002, when former President 
George W. Bush appointed Kim 
(then Chief of Investigations in the 
perjury issue involving Bill Clinton) 
U.S. Marshal for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois, he took an oath to 
support and defend the Constitu-
tion, an oath by which he lives.  
 

“Deep inside, I’m a patriot,” said the 
31-year veteran of law enforcement, 
who spoke on the topic of “God and 
Country” at Grace Fellowship of 
Christian Men’s Winter Forum Janu-

ary 23.  After a three-year tour in the U.S. Army, Kim went 
on to become a Special Agent with the Office of Inspector 
General USDA for 22 years, then Chief of Investigations for 
the Office of Independent Counsel, before his appointment 
as one of three U.S. Marshals in the state of Illinois. He has 
received over 40 letters of commendation and meritorious 
awards for investigative excellence.   
 

A point he made to his enrapt audience of nearly 50 men, 
Kim notes, “It is interesting that all of our major documents 
are interwoven with references to God.”  Kim encouraged 
the men to go back and re-read some of our country’s 
founding documents.  He also discussed the dichotomy of a 
Christian man carrying a gun for a living and the Command-
ment “Thou shalt not kill.”  “I’ve come to a peace with it,” 
said Kim.  “There are times in the line of duty when it’s 
okay to do what you have to do,” observes Kim, who be-
lieves that some people are truly evil and incapable of reha-
bilitation.  “Fortunately, I’ve never had to [use my gun], but 
I don’t feel like I’d be operating against God’s will if I did.”   
 

Following Kim’s presentation was a barrage of questions 
that had to be curtailed for the sake of time.  “Questions 
ranged from specifics to the mentality of someone in my 
position,” said Kim.  Despite the dangers and grim realities 
of a life in criminal investigations, Kim Widup is right where 
he wants to be.  “I have a huge sense of satisfaction in being 
able to make a difference by protecting our citizens.”   
 

Fellowship of Christian Men’s Spring Forum features Na-
perville Mayor George Pradel on Friday, April 3.  Watch 
Grace Notes and Grace in Mission for further details.    
 

U.S. Marshal Kim Widup 
speaks at Fellowship of 
Christian Men’s Winter 
Forum January 23. 


