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JOURNEY TO THE MANGER 
Come enjoy a sense of holiness, peace, and hope that wraps us in love during 
the lighting of candles at Christmas at the “Journey to the Manger” Christmas 
Luminary Drive-thru at Grace on Thursday, December 22 at 5PM to 8PM! 

The Grace property will be transformed with over 900 luminaries into a 
pilgrimage of light that takes us on the journey of Mary and Joseph, through 
the darkness of night and into the light of God’s greatest gift. You will be able 
to participate from your car as you enter the lower parking lot, with guided 
music and messages, and make your way to the manger.  

Bring a food or monetary donation to benefit Grace Hunger ministries. 

In This Issue 
• Christmas Giving 
• Children’s Christmas Musical  
• Sunday School Christmas Celebration  
• UMW Christmas Program 
• Chancel Choir December Music 
• Concerts Coming in 2023 
…and much more! 

Celebrate the Season at Grace!

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
Saturday, December 24 

12:00PM Traditional worship 
3:00PM and 4:30PM Worship designed for all, but especially appealing to families 

with children 
8:00PM and 10:00PM Candlelight service with traditional lessons and carols 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 25 

9:00AM Worship in the Sanctuary
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Christmas Poinsettias 
With Christmas just around the corner, it's time to think about not only the messages we will share 
on Christmas Eve but also the way we will welcome our neighbors. Grace has a long history of 
having a beautiful Sanctuary on Christmas Eve, due in part to the poinsettia tree that greets each of 
us as we enter. 

This year we invite members, friends, and neighbors to order poinsettias in memory, honor, or 
celebration of friends and loved ones. Orders may be placed online at www.peopleofgrace.org/
poinsettias or by calling the front desk by December 11. Cost is $15.00/poinsettia and ALL 
poinsettias may be picked up following the Christmas morning worship service.  Any poinsettias 
remaining after December 31 will be donated. Questions may be directed to Gaye Lynn Loufek 
at gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.  

Mitten Tree Collection 
Bring new hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for kids, youth, 
and adults to add to the Tree Collection to give to PADS and 
Hesed House through December 24. 

Give a Gift that Keeps on Giving! 
Grace Hunger Committee is again providing an opportunity to support Heifer 
International Project. Since 1944, Heifer International has partnered with low 
income, rural families in over 21 countries, including the US, helping them to lift 
themselves out of hunger and poverty. Heifer provides regionally appropriate farm 
animals, training, tools and education, which enables families to feed themselves 
and make a living. They, in turn, agree to pass on their animal’s first offspring, 
along with training to another needy family in their community. Heifer continues to 
help project participants build their businesses and gain access to supply chains 
and markets. Come to the Welcome Desk on Sundays during Advent to donate an 
animal or share of an animal in honor of a friend or loved one. Christmas cards are 
available to tell your recipient what the gift provides.   

Will you be ready for the light? 
“Long after the dawn of creation, God promised another light. A light that would shine 
through the eyes of a child. A light that would bring hope and love to a world 
darkened by sin.” 

Join us Sunday, December 11 at 10:30 a.m. as the Children’s Music Ministry of 
Grace offers “Light of the World” by Mark Patterson. This Christmas musical combines 
original songs and familiar carols from around the world to tell the Christmas story. 
Junior Singers will supply the narrations, as the Cherub Choir members sweetly share 
the drama of the nativity. Handbells and other instruments add sparkle to the lovely 
piano accompaniment provided by Sherri Nagy. Throughout the musical, a single 
burning candle symbolizes the light of Christ and as the musical concludes, we are 
encouraged to “take the light” out into all the world to let it shine because love has come to us. 

Bring friends and family to experience the retelling of the nativity story as only children can. Come support our 
youngest choristers as they work hard to bring the joy and light of Christmas to all!

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/poinsettias
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/poinsettias
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org


Grace Cares 
Each of us needs a sense of community. When on earth Jesus modeled community for all of 
us to emulate. This sense of community comes by attending church services, study groups, 
and other in-person activities. However, sometimes for many reasons we may be unable to 
be in person. At Grace United Methodist Church, we have a ministry to bring that sense of 
community to our members who are isolated and unable to attend in person. Grace Cares 
is an outreach ministry of Grace United Methodist Church made up of volunteers providing 
in-person visits/or phone calls for those members who are unable to participate in person. If you know of someone who 
would benefit from a visit or phone call or if you would like to be a volunteer, please contact Richard Newell, Grace Cares 
Coordinator, at richard.newell@peopleofgrace.org or 630-947-9311.
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Faith Build Home Dedication 
Everyone is invited to join us for the 5th Faith Build Celebration for the 

Lopez family. It is also our 69th home we have built in the Fox Valley 
community. We hope that all of you can join us and help them celebrate 

this joyous occasion. 
  

Saturday, December 3, 2022 at 10AM 
656 Spruce Street 
Aurora, IL 60506 

  
To learn more, please visit www.foxvalleyhabitat.org.  

A note of thanks to those who continue to 
fulfill their pledges to Grace’s Raise the Roof 
Fund. Unpledged donations are always 
appreciated too.  

When it comes to a large structure originally built in 1970 (52 
years ago) and added onto in 1989 (now 33 years ago!), it 
takes major capital infusions to replace aging equipment and 
meet technology needs of today.  
Thank you for your support! 
Betty Long, Chair Board of Trustees 
Ron Laub, Chair Raise the Roof Fund 

Harvest Home Thanks 
Many thanks to all who helped make our Harvest Home a successful event and to all who 
attended. What a wonderful sight to see so many gather once again to give thanks for God's 
many blessings! Through your generous Harvest Home giving to UMCOR, we are able to 
donate $3,800 to help with their many weather-related and other disasters of this past year.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GUMCNIL
mailto:richard.newell@peopleofgrace.org
https://www.chicagolandhabitat.org/site/PageServer?pagename=home_fox
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Confirmation 
Confirmation is that time when youth are given an opportunity to build relationships 
within the church, participate in the church's life and ministries, serve in mission, study 
scriptures, and explore their beliefs and doubts. Confirmation is not the end of our faith 
journey but just the beginning; confirmands will be introduced to resources that will assist 
them in the lifelong journey of discipleship. 

Parents of 7th and 8th grade youth are invited to attend an informational meeting on 
Wednesday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 234. At this meeting we'll share a bit 

more about this Confirmation journey and have a time for Q & A. All parents (and 7th & 8th grade youth) are 
encouraged to attend this meeting even if the decision to participate in the class has not been confirmed. 
Confirmation will begin on Sunday, January 15, 2023 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in Room 234. 

All those participating are required to visit https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/332/responses/new to 
register for Confirmation class. Questions may be directed to Pastor Eric eric.blachford@peopleofgrace.org or Gaye 
Lynn gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.  

Holiday Office 
Hours 

Monday, December 26 
Church Office Closed 

Tuesday, December 27 to  
Thursday, December 29 

Open 9AM to Noon 

Monday, January 2 
Church Office Closed 

To ensure your gift is processed in the 
2022 tax year, all donations must be 

received by December 29, 2022. 

Flying What? 
Though dinner was not part of the festivities, burritos were flying in Room 234! On 
Friday, November 18, youth and adult chaperones gathered for a youth game night 
featuring Throw, Throw Burrito and several other new games. Skill levels, 
competitiveness, and knowledge or strategy were not important; just the desire to 
have fun and hang out with friends. A special "thank you" to Drew Drescher for sharing 
his love of gaming and to Jill and Andrew Rye for hanging out with us on a Friday night 
and providing yummy treats! 

Grace Youth Ministry (G.Y.M.) welcomes ALL 6th-12th grade youth (and the adults who 
want to hang out with us). We hope you'll join us!

Oh What Fun... 
What's so special about December 18? 
EVERYTHING if you are a child or youth 
in Sunday School at Grace! 

All children and youth are invited to 
attend a Special Sunday School to 
celebrate the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas! Wear your favorite holiday 
sweater, slippers, or jingle bell necklace--

whatever you choose, come dressed to celebrate--but be comfy!  

Sunday, December 18 from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m., all youth 
and children ages 3 to 18 are invited to the Fellowship Hall for a 
special day of fun! (Parents may drop-off and pick-up children/youth 
directly in Fellowship Hall; we'll have the check-in station located 
there as well.) Questions or to volunteer to help that day, please 
contact Gaye Lynn at gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.

mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/332/responses/new
mailto:eric.blachford@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org


United Methodist Women Christmas Program 
Save the Date for Tuesday, December 6 for the UMW Program PATH to Recovery 
given by speaker and member Roberta Kalish along with Our Cookie and Recipe 
Exchange! 

You don’t want to miss the in-person only United Methodist Women’s Christmas 
Program on Tuesday, December 6 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will 
gather for our breakfast program and learn about PATH to Recovery from our 
member Roberta Kalish. 

Roberta Kalish resides in Naperville, Illinois and is married to her husband, Don.  
Roberta has been a trained Stephen Minister since 2014 and has worked as 
Health Services Coordinator at Little Friends, Inc., for over 14 years. She ensured that the adults there received all the 
medical and dental services they needed. Together, she and her husband raised 4 sons.  Their youngest son died at 
the age of 29 from an accidental Fentanyl overdose. PATH has been a place for her to find some peace and an 
opportunity for her to reach out to help others facing this national epidemic. Roberta has become a trained Recovery 
Coach, which she uses to help families and individuals who are dealing with Substance Use Disorder. Roberta has 
headed up our PATH Grief Support Group since 2020. Through her dedication to our mission, she has become an 
integral part of our operations team. 

Following the program, participants are encouraged to share four dozen of your favorite/traditional homemade 
holiday cookies, (three dozen in a container or platter to display, and one dozen on a plate to share), along with 30 
copies of the recipes! (More details to come!) 

Sara Circle will be hosting a light breakfast. We hope you will join us in your holiday attire if you like, for fellowship, 
friendship and fun!! All women are welcome! 

Interested in learning more about United Methodist Women? Visit www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women 
or contact UMW President Kathy Carey (percula434@sbcglobal.net).

Grace UMW Book Group 
Join the Grace UMW Book Group on the 4th Wednesday of each month in January through 
October. We will meet in person at the church with a ZOOM option to discuss the book of 
the month. Please contact Cathy Connor at cathy.connor.05@gmail.com for more 
information.     

January Book: The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams 
Meets Wednesday, January 25 at 12:45PM 
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THANK YOU  
Dear Grace Family, 
Thank you for your prayers, compassion, cards, phone calls, and heartfelt concern over the past months.  
You’ve given me and my family love and support during our grief over the loss of Ray and my continuing 
illness.  I hope you know what a blessing that has been.  
May God bless you and your families now and always.  
Love, Fay Seidlitz  

mailto:cathy.connor.05@gmail.com
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women
mailto:percula434@sbcglobal.net
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Thank You, New Life Singers! 
Sunday, November 13 was the final Sunday New Life Singers 
sang during the 8:00 a.m. worship service. All current and 
previous choir members were invited to come and sing 
familiar anthems with the group and a celebration was held 
after the worship service. Many thanks to New Life Singers for 
blessing Grace and the community with 29 years of music 
ministry!

Advent Drop-In 
Choir  
Sunday, December 4 
9:30AM to 10:15AM 
rehearsal; 10:30AM 
worship 
Anthem: Every 

Valley by John Ness 
Beck

Anticipating Chancel Choir Music for December 2022 
Sunday, December 4  
Be part of our Drop-In Choir today! We’ll wear colorful tops rather than robes. 
Our anthem will be: Every Valley by John Ness Beck. If you’d like to be part of 
today’s Drop-In Choir, please contact our director, Dr. Peter Jarjisian, 
peter.jarjisian@peopleofgrace.org by December 2, so he can prepare music for 
you. We’ll rehearse downstairs in the choir room at 9:30 a.m. (The Bell Choir will be 
rehearsing in the Sanctuary.) Note: If the DuPage County COVID19 level is Medium or higher, the Choir has agreed 
to wear masks for singing; if the level is Low, masks are optional. Come and sing this joyful song! 
  

Sunday, December 18  
We welcome oboist, Christi Allison, to collaborate with soloists, Jill and Andrew Rye, and our organist, Stanleigh 
Jones, as the Chancel and Youth Choirs present movements 4 thru 7 of Bach -- Cantata #140, Sleepers Awake! Dating 
from 1731, the work is a masterpiece of design and expression. Christ’s arrival, promise of eternal joy for the believer, 
and endless rejoicing in heaven are vividly communicated.   
  

Christmas Eve, December 24 at 10:00 p.m. - Lessons and Carols 
Sir David Willcocks’ beloved arrangements of O Come, All Ye Faithful and Hark, the Herald Angels Sing as well as Rick 
Powell’s comforting Peace, Peace/Silent Night will again be heard in our traditional service of Lessons and Carols. In 
addition, the Chancel Choir will offer the Czech carol, Rocking; ‘Lullaby” (from Hodie – This Day) by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams; portions of Christmas Day, a carol fantasy by Gustav Holst; and John Gardner’s multi-metric setting of the 
text, Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day. Merry Christmas! 

Food Pantry Collection 
Our December pantry collection will benefit the Marie Wilkinson 
Food Pantry on Highland Ave. in Aurora. Diane Renner, Executive 
Director, reports that inflation especially impacts families on 
limited budgets, and they need to attend food pantries for food 
assistance. She also shared that food donations are down and 
the regular donations from Northern Illinois Food Bank have been dramatically reduced due to higher costs and 
supply issues. Please make a difference by visiting www.peopleofgrace.org/give and choosing the “Love Loaf” 
option. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
mailto:peter.jarjisian@peopleofgrace.org
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Sunday, January 8, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. 
Myroslav Mykhailenko Concert Pianist  
Myroslav was born in Ukraine and moved to the U.S. just four years ago. For the past 
four years, he has been pursuing his dream of becoming a concert pianist. He has 
been accepted at the Peabody Conservatory of The Johns Hopkins University, one of 
the most respected music conservatories in the U.S. Click here to visit Myroslav's 
GoFundMe page and learn more about him. We will also take up a love offering to 
help support his schooling. Myroslav will be joined by his brother, Nazarii, a singer and 
conductor. Nazarii is a student at Roosevelt University in Chicago, and a student 
conductor with NaperVoices. 

Saturday, March 18, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 
Illinois Wesleyan University Collegiate Choir  
Illinois Wesleyan University Collegiate Choir to present a Memorial Concert honoring Bob Guenzler on 
Saturday, March 18, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. A love (freewill) offering will be taken at the concert to help defray 
concert expenses. The Illinois Wesleyan University Collegiate Choir has established a long history of excellence 
through its on-campus performances, annual tours, and recordings. The Choir maintains the IWU Choral 
Commission Series, the oldest collegiate commission series in the United States. The choir is under the 
direction of Conductor, Dr. J. Scott Ferguson. Learn more about the choir here. 

Thursday, April 13, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 
Rutherford B. Hayes Symphonic Choir 
Grace UMC will host a concert by the Symphonic Choir from Rutherford B. Hayes High School from Delaware, 
Ohio (Dr. Dara A. Gillis, director). The music program at Hayes is one of the finest in Ohio, often receiving 
invitations to perform at the OMEA State Music Conference. Perhaps you've read Dr. Gillis' excellent article, 
"African American Spirituals in the Public-School Choral Ensemble -- Our Most Powerful Weapon Against 
Racism" in the ACDA Choral Journal (Sept., 2021). It's a valuable resource as directors and administrators 
consider course content. We invite you to attend this free concert and to bring interested students. A love 
(freewill) offering will be invited. 

Mark Your Calendar for 2023 Concerts at Grace! 

Sunday, April 23, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. 
NaperVoice Spring Concert 
The inaugural concert for this philanthropic choir was nearly sold out with 
Feed My Starving Children being the blessed recipient of the proceeds. Mark 
your calendars now and watch for ticket info for the April concert, “Singing 
Our Superpowers,” which will benefit KidsAboveAll. Visit www.napervoice.org 
to learn more. 

http://www.napervoice.org
https://gofund.me/d413f6b2
https://gofund.me/d413f6b2
https://www.iwu.edu/music/ensembles/choral/CoChoir/
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Save the Date

Grace Notes Newsletter 2023 
Publication Dates 
In 2023, the Grace Notes newsletter will be published every 
other month beginning in January.  The publication dates will 
be: January 1, March 1, May 1, July 1, September 1, and 
November 1. The deadline for materials for the newsletter is 
the 20th of the previous month. Please send your questions and 
submissions to communications@peopleofgrace.org.  

http://www.peopleofgrace.org
mailto:communications@peopleofgrace.org
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