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Bearing Gifts Into Advent

Each winter, on Christmas Eve, the 
small church in which I grew up 
held an elaborate Nativity pageant. 
I remember the year that I was 
invited to emerge from the flock of 
sheep to serve as one of the three 
distinguished magi. The pageant was 
cheating a bit, of course, bringing the 
story of the magi forward in liturgical 
time from Epiphany to Christmas 
Eve. Given their conversation with 
King Herod, the magi may not have 
arrived at their destination until two 
years after the birth of Jesus. They 
had a long road to travel!

Today, I encourage my children to 
appreciate this journey by marking 
the gradual progress of the intrepid 
magi. We display a wooden nativity 
on our kitchen table, but we initially 
place the magi as far away as 
possible—in an upstairs bedroom. 
Each Sunday leading up to Epiphany, 
my kids move the magi closer to their 
destination. This fun exercise helps 
communicate the story of the magi 
and conveys something about our 
journey as disciples.

Just as the magi did not suddenly 
appear at the manger, we Methodists 
do not magically emerge as 
perfect disciples of Christ. Rather, 
discipleship is a journey toward 
cultivating a heart “habitually filled 
with the love of God and neighbor.” 
Our hope, John Wesley wrote, is to 
have “the mind of Christ and walk 
as he walked.” Out of gratitude for 
God’s gift in Christ, we find ourselves 
bearing gifts of our own to give back 
to God.

The magi’s gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh are often 
understood as metaphors for the 
gifts that we carry as disciples. 
Pope Gregory the Great (590-
604) compared the magi’s gold to 
wisdom. From Psalm 111 we are 
reminded that wisdom is “fear of 
the Lord,” an ancient phrase that 
means respect, awe, and wonder.
In other words, true wisdom is 
about knowing who God is and 
who we are in relation to God. 
Cultivating this wisdom not only 
challenges us to put our priorities 
in perspective but also provides us 
great comfort and assurance as we 
bump along the road of life, hitting 
the odd pothole here and there.
Gregory preached that the gift of 
frankincense symbolizes prayer, 
and so we should faithfully offer 
prayers to God for each other, the 
world, and ourselves. But there 

is more to a life of prayer than the 
minutes that we set aside to converse 
with and listen to God. The apostle Paul 
advises us to “pray without ceasing,” 
meaning that we should lift up our 
entire lives as an offering to God. What 
we say and do should reflect God’s love, 
mercy, and grace. 

As a perfume and an ointment used 
for burial, myrrh theologically links 
the nativity to the crucifixion and 
resurrection. For Gregory, however, 
myrrh was also a metaphor for 
resilience in the face of the many 
temptations that might lure us away 
from the road of discipleship. The magi 
resist such temptations when they 
reject Herod’s reward and choose a 
different path home than the one that 
would bring them back to the jealousy, 
fear, and death that Herod embodies 
(Mt. 2:12). 

(continued inside)

By Rev. Dr. Daniel Cochran

The Magi Journeying, James Tissot (1886-1894), The Brooklyn Museum



Heifer International Project 

Thank you Gardeners! 

Bearing Gifts Into Advent (continued) 
Disciples of Christ are called to be such radical examples of 
God’s love in the world, resisting possessions and politics 
that ultimately separate us from our neighbor and from 
God.

Bearing these gifts is a full-time calling, but it’s here at 
Grace UMC that we find the fuel to continue along The 
Way. Joining small groups dedicated to faith formation 
encourages us to grow in wisdom; worshipping together 
reminds us to pray often and fervently; participating 
in missions challenges us to “do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves” (Phil. 2:3). Wisdom (gold), prayer 
(frankincense), and resilience (myrrh), are not always 
highly valued in our world, but bearing these gifts into 
Advent and throughout our lives as disciples brings us 
closer to Christ where, like the magi, we will find ourselves 
“overwhelmed with joy,” (Mt. 2:10). Let’s journey this road 
together.

Beatrice’s Goat 
by Page McBrier

Beatrice’s Goat is a true 
story of a girl named 
Beatrice who lives in 
a small African village 
and who longs to be 
able to go to school. 
Unfortunately, her 
family cannot afford 
school, a uniform, or 
books because they 
are too poor. Soon 
her family receives a 
special gift of a goat 
from people far away. The goat provides milk that the 
family can sell and then they can earn the money that 
they need.  After a time, Beatrice’s family is lifted out 
of poverty, thanks to those who donated to the Heifer 
Project International, a charitable organization that 
donates animals to poor communities and families 
around the world.

Here at Grace United Methodist Church, we can also help 
change the lives of families around the world by donating 
to the Heifer Project. What animals will our donations be 
able to provide? We too can make a difference to families 
like Beatrice’s!

Children’s Christmas Book 
Review
By Jill Ridder

Grace members 
will have the 
opportunity 
again during 
Advent Season 
to support Heifer 
International 
Project which 
has been helping 
to end hunger 
and poverty 
while caring for the Earth since 1944.  Grace members 
have generously supported this project for over 20 years, 
even donating enough money to buy an Ark of Animals for 
many years in a row.  Heifer provides regionally-appropriate 
livestock, trees, seeds, and agricultural training, tools, and 
education to small farmers in rural communities in 20 
countries, including the US.  Families become able to feed 
themselves and have a sustainable livelihood.  Because of 
their cornerstone principle of Passing on the Gift, each 
recipient family passes on the gift of their animal’s offspring 
to another family in need so the initial gift multiplies for 
years to come, creating resilient communities.  Visit the 
Welcome Center before or after services or during the 
week for information and to select an animal in honor of 
a friend or relative.  We have beautiful honor cards for gift 
recipients, telling them about the impact the gift made in 
their name. Contact Elaine Dugan (elainedugan4@gmail.
com) for more information.

Let us recognize volunteer members who have maintained 
our church grounds during 2019. Grace Gardeners 
attending to the beds include Linda Fronk, Bill & Winnie 
Harrison, Barbara Hartman, Larry & Karen Hoopes, John 
Kelsh, Betty Long (chair), Brenda Miskiecwicz, Joe Roop, 
Bob Saville, Rob & Jan Smucker, and Amy Westerhold. Our 
woods received attention from Bob Schmitt, Joe Roop, and 
Betty Long who removed copious amounts of undesirable/
dead trees and brush. Many thanks to Steve Piper & Son 
for carting away mountainous piles of brush and logs!

“A Christmas Travelogue”
United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday, December 
3, for their general meeting, a special Christmas program 
and potluck buffet featuring international dishes. Members 
and guests are invited to gather at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Dan Wagner, our guest presenter and Minister of Music 
at Grace, will offer you an opportunity to see the world 
through the sounds of the music of Christmas. He, along 
with his talented friends, will take you through time and 
space, exploring Christmas music traditions from medieval 
times to today, in many languages and cultures. A “pastiche” 
of participation, multi-media, live singing, and informative 
stories will offer you an engaging and entertaining 
connection to the musical expressions of Christmas over the 
past thousand years and across the globe. 

We will also have our Remembrance Service and 
Installation of Officers for 2020. Join us for this special day 
of celebration. Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail. com) 
for more information.

9:00 Gathering 
The 9:00 Gathering will explore what it means to “Find 
Our Common” through a series of fun, interactive 
experiences at the close of each service during the 
Advent season (beginning Sunday, December 1). 

The intimacy afforded in the more casual worship 
around the table has allowed us to build relationships 
in our worshipping community through the sharing of 
weekly Joys and Concerns and spending an intentional 
amount of time greeting each other before, during and 
after each service. As we enter into the season of Advent, 
our hearts draw to Christ’s coming among us – the One 
who brings us peace, joy, hope and love. 

We invite you to join us at the 9:00 Gathering every 
week in the Activity Center, but especially during the 
upcoming Advent season. The decor and music will be 
warm and rich, reflecting the season, and the teachings 
and interactive reflections following will draw us closer 
to the Christ among us by helping us get to know each 
other better and continue to build our community of 
faith.Christmas Around the World 

Join us on Sunday, December 8, from 9 a.m. to noon in 
the Fellowship Hall for this unique Artisan Craft Bazaar! 
Artisan vendors selling unique handmade items will 
include Ten Thousand Villages, Enactus (North Central 
College student-run direct trade group), Special Sparkle, 
WAR Chest (Women at Risk) and Equal Exchange (coffee, 
tea, chocolate, and hot cocoa mixes). This is a great 
opportunity to purchase a variety of reasonably- priced, 
one-of-a-kind handcrafted items such as ornaments, 
jewelry, kitchen items, textiles, and scarves. Sales benefit 
artisans from all over the world. 

This event is sponsored by Grace’s Church & Society 
Committee. Contact Jaci Tschirart (green.tschirhart@
gmail.com) for more information.

Help Create Christmas Memories 
For Local Homeless Students 

Grace’s Commission 
on Religion and Race 
(CORR) is partnering 
with Indian Prairie 
School District 204 to 
collect gift cards for 
homeless students this 
Christmas. You’re invited 
to sign up and purchase gift cards for meals and various 
fun activities these children and their  
families might not otherwise experience. 

Gift tags are available on Sundays between services at 
the Welcome Desk through Sunday, December 1. Return 
your labeled gift cards to the Welcome Desk on Sundays 
through Sunday, December 8. Stop by the Welcome 
Desk for more details!

Want to share even more? District 204 Social 
Workers can shop for families in need with our cash/
check donations. Please make checks out to Grace 
United Methodist Church and include CORR in the 
memo. Deadline for checks is Sunday, December 1st! 
Contact Jill Rye (jill.rye@peopleofgrace.org) for more 
information.

Watch for this ad from Grace UMC before each 
movie playing at Ogden 6 Theaters beginning Friday, 
November 22. 

To learn more about the ad and how it came about go to 
peopleofgrace.org/blog/theater-ad



WILL YOU MAKE ROOM?

2019 Grace UMC Budget Comments

Children’s Music Ministry Advent Musical

“It’s one week before the church Christmas pageant. The director is sick and it’s up 
to the children to do the best they can…but it won’t be easy. No one has learned 
their lines. The pageant feels like “just one more thing” during a busy time of year. 
Everyone has their own opinions about how to make this old story feel brand new. A 
bossy angel. Wisecracking shepherds. Unruly sheep. 

Will the children get it together in time? Will the Christmas pageant be a complete 
flop? Or will the children discover, in their own unabashedly child-like ways, the joy 
and the wonder that comes from making room for what really matters?”

COME FIND OUT! 

On Sunday, December 8, at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, the answers will tickle your 
funny bone and absolutely warm your heart as you prepare to make room for the 
birth of Jesus in your own life.

During the open hour between services in the Sanctuary, we invite EVERYONE to attend “Room for Christmas,” this year’s 
Advent musical offering from our Children’s Music Ministry. Faith Formation classes of all ages are encouraged to attend 
together!  

A continual favorite with our choristers, Mark Burrow’s witty musical creation also contains a poignant moment as the 
children bring their gifts to the manger scene as part of Grace’s annual gift-giving tradition.

So, as the busyness of the season approaches, mark your calendar now to come and find out how to “make room” for what 
really matters. Christmas is a great time to invite others to church. This uplifting musical, "Room for Christmas," is the 
perfect opportunity to invite those friends, neighbors, and relatives you have been meaning to invite but haven’t. Then 
encourage them to join you and your family for the worship at 10:30 a.m.

Year-End Giving Tips and Deadlines
With the holiday season right around the corner, it’s time to start thinking about your year-end giving.  Here are some 
important tips and deadlines to keep in mind:

Donations of Cash and Checks
Checks must be post-marked by Tuesday, December 31, to be counted for tax purposes in 2019. You can also make a gift 
securely online through December 31 through the church website.

Gifts of Stock and Other Appreciated Assets
Charitable gifts of low basis stock and other appreciated assets are excellent options to consider gifting and can potentially 
result in considerable savings for you on income and capital gains taxes. All stock transfers must also be completed by 
Tuesday, December 31, to be counted for tax purposes for 2019. For more information or to request transfer instructions, 
contact Bob Allison (allison4521@att.net) for gifts to Grace Church or Scott Oats (soats@sbcglobal.net) for gifts to the 
Foundation.

IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
If you are 70 ½ or older, you can gift all or a portion of your 2019 IRA Required Minimum Distributions (RMD)—up to 
$100,000 per individual or $200,000 per married couple—to qualified charities, while reducing your 2019 Adjusted Gross 
Income. Contact your IRA administrator and request that they make a QCD directly to Grace United Methodist Church 
(Tax ID: 36-2340309) or the Grace Church Foundation (Tax ID: 36-3978733). 

Thank you for your continued support of Grace Church and the Grace Church Foundation. Contact Bob Allison 
(allison4521@att.net) or Scott Oats (soats@sbcglobal.net) for any questions or information needed.

Gift of Love Concert

Join us for the Gift of Love: Carols and Christmas Classics in Grand 
Style Concert on Sunday, December 15, 3 p.m. The concert will feature 
Festival Choir and Orchestra, Youth, Children and Bell Choirs. 
Tickets are available at the Welcome Desk on Sundays from 9:30-10 a.m. 
or at www.peopleofgrace.tix.com or by calling 800.595.4849. 

New Advance* Seating Options: 

Patrons’ Circle (choose and reserve seats, front three rows!)  
(Advance) All adults $50, all students/children $10 (no discounts)

General Admisssion Main Sanctuary
(Advance)  Adults $25, Seniors 65 and up $23, *Students/Children $10

General Admission Sanctuary Rear Section
(Advance)  Adults $20,  Seniors 65 and up $18, *Students/Children $5
*More than one child?  - Use code “freekids” for complimentary additional child/student tickets

Contact Dan Wagner (dan.wagner@peopleofgrace.org) for more information

*Advance sales are advised  **Please add $5 per ticket the day of the concert!

The Grace Stewardship & Finance Committee has kept a 
careful eye on our finances through the year and wanted 
to make everyone aware of our need to finish 2019 with a 
solid base. We’ve been pleased that a systemic downward 
trend in member pledges and pledge amounts in recent 
years, experienced by most mainline churches, was reversed 
at Grace in 2019. This has been encouraging in light of 
our renovation effort with the building and changes to our 
various programs supporting ministries.  Church income 
is typically irregular during the year – high at Easter and 
Christmas, low in summer months – enough to promote 
hair loss by some of our committee members!

Having more members participate in pledging each 
year bolsters confidence in budgeting, so we strongly 
encourage that all members make that commitment each 
year at “Budget Time." At the moment, we’re lagging a bit 
on keeping up with pledged amounts for 2019 and the 
projection for this trend leaves us short at year end by about 
$90,000. We’re asking all who give, both pledged and un-
pledged, to help us catch up on our budget needs by year 
end, and “up the ante” if possible to get us to the end zone.

Our 2020 Gift Campaign needs your support through pledge 
commitments to continue revitalizing Grace and taking us 
into the future. Gather, Grow, and Go!



Lakeside Singers Concert
The Lakeside Singers Christmas Concert will be held 
on Saturday, December 7, at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Tickets are on sale at lakesidesingers.com/Tickets.

Fan Frenzy Blood Drive!
With the second Bears/Packers game coming up soon, 
the Health and Wellness Committee would like to know: 
Which team has the best fans??

Come to our Blood Drive on Monday, December 9, give 
blood (it is simple and easy), and tell us which team you 
root for.  We will tally up the results and announce the 
winning team on the day of the big game.  Invite your 
friends and neighbors to donate also...bragging rights 
are on the line!!

The Blood Drive will be in Fellowship Hall on Monday, 
December 9, from 3:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m.  We will have 
football-themed snacks, and there might even be a 
football game playing on the big screen for you to watch 
while you donate!  

Walk-ins are welcome but appointments are appreciated.  
Look for a sign-up sheet on the Connections Table or 
go to versiti.org to make an appointment.  Photo ID is 
required in order to donate.  Anyone 17 and older is 
eligible to donate.  Youth as young as 16 may donate 
with written permission from a parent.

Join us and show your true colors.  Do you bleed blue 
and orange or green and gold? Contact Barb McCarthy 
(barbmccarthy@icloud.com) for more information. 

Closed Parking 
Lots After 
Christmas

Ever mindful of the 
tight church operating 

budget, Trustees 
are closing off the 

uppermost parking lot 
after Christmas to save 
money on plowing and 

salting. 

Please park in the 
remaining open lots 
during this period.

Christmas Cantata 

New Life Singers and Grace Bell Ensemble will present “A 
Thrill of Hope” on Saturday, December 21, at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, December 22, at 8 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

The cantata is a musical tapestry of many familiar carols 
and hymns with their various moods and styles.  It all 
comes together to create a beautiful re-telling of the 
Christmas story and a meaningful part of the Christmas 
worship experience.

Celebrate the Season
Join us for our 14th annual 
“Celebrate the Season,” a 
ladies-only event, to be held on 
Wednesday, December 4, at 6 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall. 

The evening includes decorated 
tables, catered dinner, and 
entertainment by four singers from 
the group “Lakeside Singers.”  Contact Kim Scharafin 
(kimscharafin@comcast.net) for more information.

2020 Lenten Devotions Needed!

Requesting devotions 
for our annual Lenten 
booklet always seems a bit 
ludicrous this time of year. 
Can we at least let Christ 
be born again first? But, 
alas, the little publication 
takes time. Our 2020 
theme is "Our Inconvenient God." Guidelines and more 
details about our theme will be available soon. For now, 
please prayerfully consider contributing. Deadline is 
Saturday, January 25. Contact Barb Ceruti (bceruti917@
gmail.com) for more information.

Kid's Night Out
Kid's Night Out is almost here! 

Join us on Friday, December 6, at 5:30 p.m.-  8 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. 

We welcome all of our children to our Kid's Night 
Out Pajama Jam!  

After a fun night of crafts, games, food and a movie, 
they will be ready for a good night's rest!  Cost is $10 
per child with a $30 family maximum. 

Deadline to register is Monday, December 2, at noon. 
Register now at peopleofgrace.org/kids-night-out. 

Contact Chamus Burnside- Savazzini 
(chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more information. 

Christmas Eve Livestream! 

All Christmas Eve Services 
will be live-streamed at
peopleofgrace.org/live. 

Worship with us at Grace 
no matter where you are 
on Christmas Eve! 



Grace UMC Responds to the Bahamas

Ephesians 3:20 tells us that God can do more than we can think or 
imagine through His power within us!  

God did do more than we could have imagined for Freeport Grand 
Bahama, Bahamas, and the members of the Grand Bahamas Circuit 
of the Methodist Church because of his power within us!  On behalf 
of Reverend Kenneth Lewis, Superintendent, I say thank you for 
responding without hesitation to the devastation after hurricane 
Dorian.  

During and immediately after Dorian hit the Bahamas, the 
members of Grace UMC joined in prayer and expressed concern 
for those affected.  There were so many asking about the Bahamas, 
my family and checking in on me.  I was saturated with positive 
thoughts, prayers and encouragement.  After seeing the aftermath 
and my daughter Luisa blurting out, “Mummy, we have to help 
them!,” I knew the Holy Spirit was moving me to respond in a 
selfless way.  

I called around and got the contact information for the 
Superintendent who shared what the church was doing to respond 
immediately to the community.  I asked about the immediate needs 
and he shared that food, relief supplies and personal hygiene items were needed because most families lost everything 
they owned.  At this point, I truly felt that this was a big job and I was not sure I was ready or skilled to do it.  What I did 
know, is that I had the support of my church and WE wanted to respond.  

I contacted the United Methodist Committee on Relief  (UMCOR) to find out how and when they would respond and 
was told they were not planning on going in until 2020, so that solidified in my mind that I needed to help with the 
immediate needs.  After lining everything up and publishing the needs and ways to support, the United Methodist 
Women also mobilized a unified effort in addition to the church at large.  This was encouraging and gave me the “can 
do” power to keep going.  I cannot explain how fear and anxiety melted away as everyone showed that we could do this 
together!  In addition to that, my sister-in-law and niece committed to coming and helping.  I was overwhelmed by their 
willingness to come and serve with me.   

On October 20, I flew down to Ft. Lauderdale on the last flight and on October 21, I stayed with my younger cousin who 
not only graciously welcomed all the packages for a month prior, but welcomed me and prayed over me and my journey.  
I still get teary-eyed because her mother, my aunt Charlotte who passed away a few months before, always prayed over 
us when we left her home.  The Holy Spirit was reminding me that I was not alone every step of the way.  

I gathered all the donations that were already shipped into a van that I rented.  I then went to Kendall Community 
Church of God in Miami, Florida, where Rev. Lewis gave me a contact to get food items that were just sitting but not 
picked up, possibly because of shipping costs.  I, along with Carolyn and Miguel, an employee at the church, stayed with 
me for a few hours to sort and load the van.

I arranged for my best friend’s daughter to meet me at the shipyard with a friend and we unloaded the items onto a 
pallet in record time and realized we could make it back to the church before the shipyard closed.  She came in a pickup 
truck and we were able to drive back to that church, load both the van and the pickup truck and travel back to the 
shipyard and load two more pallets with food, water, supplies, clothes and medical equipment.  This was one of the most 
prayerful days of my life.  It was remarkable because I truly had no idea how this would happen; all I knew is that we 
were going to make sure it happened.  God delivered as always.

By Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children’s Faith Formation

Pallets Headed for the Bahamas



The next morning at 6 a.m. I checked in to the Balearia Fast Ferry and rode with the shipment 2.5 hours to Freeport, 
Bahamas.  We arrived at 11:30 a.m. and sat and waited for the pallets to be unloaded. I watched as entire contents of a 
functioning home showed up pallet after pallet, which intensified the revelation that everyone was rebuilding their lives, 
piece by piece and this was going to be a lot of work.  Then it also dawned on me, that not everyone was able to do this.  
There were families who did not have the resources to go to Florida and purchase their needed items.  That is when I 
knew that this mission was important and it was only the beginning.  

After five hours and 15 minutes of waiting, a Customs Officer announced that they were stopping the unloading and 
clearing for the day and we should come back the next day to identify and clear our shipments.  This was not what I 
wanted to hear because my best friend had lined up a flatbed trucking company to come help move all three pallets and 
they were not available on the next day.  Anxiety set in, but my cousin said, not to worry we will get the items to the 
church and I should relax.  

The next day we went back to the warehouse where the items were stored and it took almost 3 hours to find and clear 2 
of the 3 pallets. One of the pallets did not make it on the ferry.  My cousin called a friend who owned a pickup truck and 
worked transporting items.  He had a one-hour window of time free and he was able to bring the items from Freeport 
Harbor to the church.  I used Facebook to call for help to unload and friends showed up and we unloaded in record 
time.  It felt like a dream had come true and I had one last pallet on my mind.  They told me at the Harbor that it should 
arrive by Thursday.  Panic set in again because I was scheduled to leave on Thursday evening.  Writing this reminds 
me of how quickly we forget that God can do more than we can imagine.  I felt like I was in exile and seeing God work 
repeatedly, yet still doubting His ability to do what he had called me to do.  For the remainder of the day, we sorted 
donated items with the volunteers at the church and gave water and supplies out to those who needed them.  

On Thursday, October 24, we volunteered on the 6 a.m. shift at the church to prepare a hot breakfast for the children, 
parents and teachers at the school nearby.  This was a huge operation and we prepared 380 meals.  We then got to go 
over to the school and personally deliver the meals.  This was amazing. Some kids wore uniforms and others who had 
lost everything came with whatever they had.  I was wondering what was going through their heads, especially the kids 
that had lost everything.  We heard stories of children who did not want to get in a bathtub or ride through a puddle 
because they thought the water would swallow them up.  Heartbreaking, but reality for those affected.  

After serving breakfast, our team of 10 volunteers along with the Superintendent unloaded a 40-foot trailer that arrived 
with food, supplies and hygiene kits.  It was uplifting to see meals made at places like Feed My Starving Children and 
hygiene kits delivered safe and sound.  This was another sign to me that God wanted me to know that He will provide 
through us!

We received a call from the ferry around 1 p.m. saying the ferry would be leaving earlier because of bad weather, so we 
returned to the harbor and the pallet was unloaded and cleared within an hour and a half.  We hired an “unloader” to 
help move the pallet and get it outdoors which lead up to our ferry check-in time.  I did not get to personally deliver the 
last pallet but paid for the truck to remove it from the shipyard before I left.  My dear older cousin and his son stayed 
with the pallet until it was picked up. They delivered it to the church and sent a text to let me know it was finished!  

I cannot explain, and will not focus on the physical fatigue I felt, because it was overshadowed by the joy of serving!  I 
am so thankful for the prayers and encouragement from everyone that supported by praying, encouraging, providing 
resources and sending words of love and support through cards and on social media.  I cannot explain adequately 
enough what this meant to those who received the items, which also included a Samaritan’s Purse delivery of medical 
supplies.  

Outside of a local mission, this was the first time I felt called to respond by giving of myself completely and I know 
it was possible because of God’s grace through Grace UMC.  As we enter the Christmas season, our mission-focused 
church family continues to mimic what Christ did, giving of themselves completely for others, and not focusing on the 
possible obstacles, but keeping our eyes fixed on the power of God within us.  The mission has just started and I look 
forward to serving in any way that I can with all who are interested because help will be needed for a long time to come.  
I pray that we can be that ray of hope for the people of Freeport, Bahamas.  May God continue to show us ways to be of 
assistance and may we be blessed as we bless others.


