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What Do You Want For the Future of Grace? 
A church-wide Congregations Assessment Tool (CAT) survey, created by Samaritan Center for 
Congregations with help from the Grace UMC Transition Team, will soon be available to all mem-
bers of our congregation.  Widespread response to this survey, which can be completed online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org or via hard copy, is essential in helping Bishop Sally Dyck and the Cabinet in 
the decision-making process regarding whom to appoint as Senior Pastor when Rev. Bob Atkins 
retires in July 2015.  We want to hear ALL VOICES!  We ask that this survey be answered individ-
ually by each member of Grace.  Who we are as a church and who can best meet our needs is a 
question we all need to answer!  Please see Pastors Bob Atkins and Tammy Scott’s letters on page 
2 of this newsletter for further information about the CAT survey and transition at Grace.   

Giving a Hand Up, Not a Hand Out 
The Grace Hunger team will be in the Activity 
Center on Sundays through December 21 to 
collect donations for Heifer International. The 
Heifer Project is based on the premise that it 
is more important to teach someone to fish 

than to give them a fish. People everywhere need a "a hand up, 
not a hand out."  Thus begins our season of symbolically 
"selling" life-sustaining animals to people of the world.  Dona-
tions can be made in honor of someone special; cards are avail-
able so that honorees will know you’ve thought of them.  What 
a unique and difference-making Christmas gift!  Please contact 
Vera McDonald for further information at 630-527-0871.   

Who and/or What Helped You to Know God? 
It may seem premature to talk about Lent before Christ-
mas.  But the Lenten season, beginning with Ash Wednes-
day on February 18, will soon be upon us!  In keeping with 
tradition, Grace plans to publish a Lenten booklet of devo-
tions.  We need your submissions!  Adults, youth and chil-
dren are encouraged to share writings, poems, illustrations, 
photographs, etc. expressing how they came to know God.  
Devotions are not limited to this topic; this is just a themat-
ic guideline.  Further guidelines and submission instructions 
are in the church office, or contact Merrill Litchfield at 630-
355-5239 or barmerlitchfield@msn.com.  Please do your 
best to turn in your devotions by December 15! 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve     race Notes 
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The Most Wonderful Time of The Year! 
“One of Us” In Worship Dec. 14  
Jesus came to earth as one of us, so that we might have heaven.  
Join us in worship on Sunday, December 14, during the 8:15, 9:30 
or 11:00 a.m. worship, when the Grace Praise Team and “One of 
Us” ensemble will bring to life the age-old story of Christmas with 
new vigor and familiar faces to engage and enchant you.  Included 
in this musical and narrative presentation is a live Nativity and  
dramatic depiction of a modern-day family Christmas.  Mark your 
calendars, and be sure to bring your friends.  Everyone is sure to 
leave the sanctuary with a smile on their faces and renewed excite-
ment for the Advent season! 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day schedule inside on page three... 

“Gift of Love” Christmas 
Benefit Concert Dec. 21 
Tickets are still available for our grand “Gift of Love” 
Christmas benefit concert for “Imagine No Malaria.” 
Don’t miss this magnificent concert event, presented 
by the Chancel Choir, Festival Singers, members of 
the Chicago Civic Orchestra, and special guest artists 
Scott Griffin and Alan Tripp of “Captivation Key-
boards.”  Scott and Alan have been part of our Grace 
Concert Series and Open Doors Ministry Sunday.  
Their talent, energy and skills will amaze and delight 
you!  Join us for carols old and new that will fill our 
hearts with joy and help in the global effort to eradi-
cate malaria.  Tickets are $20 adults/ $18 seniors 
65+/$10 students and children/$50 max. immediate 
family, available in the Activity Center on Sundays and 
online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts.  
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Pastor Bob is retiring in July 2015, and 
for the first time in 10 years, Grace 
UMC will be getting a new Senior Pas-
tor. Many things are happening to en-
sure that the next appointment is a 
good match for Grace. Our Bishop, 
Sally Dyck, will be the one to make the 
appointment of our next Senior Pastor. 
She will be working with our District 
Superintendent, Dick Wisdom, and the 
other District Superintendents to iden-
tify the best match.  To help Bishop 
Dyck in the decision making process, 
we have been asked as a church to 
participate in a church-wide survey, the 
Church Assessment Tool (CAT). The 
survey has been created by Samaritan 
Center for Congregations with help 
from the Grace UMC Transition Team. 
The Samaritan Center staff will work 
alongside us to help interpret the re-
sults for our congregation and the 
Cabinet.  
 

Each member of our congregation is 
highly encouraged to complete this 
survey so that we have the best picture 
possible of who we are as a church, 
which will help the Cabinet make the 
best appointment of our next Senior 

Pastor. All church members are en-
couraged to complete the survey indi-
vidually so that all voices are heard. 
We also ask that you not share your 
responses, so that everyone can be 
encouraged to respond based on their 
individual thoughts and experiences.  
 

You will receive an email with a link to 
the online survey the first week of De-
cember. You can also access the sur-
vey via a link on the homepage of our 
church website, 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  If you prefer, 
the survey will be available in paper 
form in the church office and in the 
Activity Center on Sundays.    
 

Our Transition Team has been created 
to work with the consulting team, to 

keep the congrega-
tion informed, to 
encourage participa-
tion in the survey, to 
hear and to share the 
results with the con-
gregation, and to communicate with 
the Cabinet. We want your voice to be 
heard! 
 

If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to ask me or one of the 
members of the Transition Team. The 
Transition Team is chaired by Robin 
Schmuckal and includes myself, Cha-
mus Burnside Savazzini, Darrell T. Car-
penter, Christine Freeman, Brandon 
John, Ginny Lacy, John D. Stuart, and 
Traci Weilemann. 
 

Finally, we would like to ask for your 
help by encouraging your family 
members, friends, and the people in 
your classes, small groups, and 
committees to also participate in 
the survey. 
  

Let Your Voice Be Heard!   By Pastor Tammy Scott 

Pastor’s Journal        

In this year of transition, Grace needs everyone to stand up for our Church.  Together, we will  
create a new future for Grace.  I truly believe that God calls us to recreate and re-envision the 
Church for the coming generations.  Here are three ways to support your Church: 
 

 Our transition team is asking us to envision the future God has for us.  They are asking all of us 
to participate in an on-line survey, or questionnaire, that will help us think together about our 

Church.  Our collective results will be shared with all of us, as we plan for the coming years.  This report will also be 
shared with our Bishop, as she considers the person she believes is anointed by God for pastoral leadership at 
Grace.   

 If you have not yet done so, please make your commitment to financial support of Grace for the coming year in our 
5 Commitments campaign.  The 5 Commitments service and pledge forms can be found on every page of our web 
site, www.peopleofgrace.org.  Just click the 5 Commitments icon.  There are also hard copies of these forms outside 
the church office and at the welcome table.   

 Transition is a time of extra need because there is much to do.  You can make a significant difference to Grace 
through an additional offering this Christmas season.  Our Stewardship and Finance team sees the need for an addi-
tional $120,000 to complete the year.  Together, we can make this happen! 

 

Transitions create both opportunities and vulnerabilities.  This is the season Grace needs all of us to stand with our 
Church.  Let us anticipate an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit on this community of faith! 
 
                     Grace and Peace, 
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When Gabriel ap-
pears to Mary ear-
ly in the gospel of 
Luke, she is con-
cerned ... but who 
can blame her?  I 
mean, spiders 
make me jumpy. I 

believe we’d all be frightened at the 
sudden appearance of a God-sent 
messenger showing up in our home 
unannounced. Yet, Mary’s fright isn’t 
that there is a stranger in her room. 
What concerns Mary isn’t even who 
(or what) this messenger is. What 
has Mary troubled from Gabriel’s 
first words is the message itself.  
What does he have to say to me? 

What does he want?  
 

This, I believe, is why God chose 
Mary: even as a young girl, she was 
wise enough to wait for what the 
stranger has to say before making any 
judgment about them. She has the 
grace to let someone clearly “other” 
speak something into her life. I strug-
gle with this. I want to dismiss lots of 
people before they ever get the 
chance to share their voice with me.  
Because of their appearance, I often 
turn off my ears. But Mary reminds 
me that behind those appearances is 
something I should be troubled to 
experience: a potential message from 
God. 

Lessons From Mary  By Pastor Matthew Johnson 

MINISTRY IN 
MOTION! 

At Grace Church, we have many 
different groups, committees, and 
teams of people who are putting 
ministry in motion. For many years 
we have celebrated all of these 
ministries in motion on one Sun-
day in January:  HOT Sunday (How 
Outreach Transforms). After a 
long discussion, the members of 
the NOW Council have deter-
mined that HOT Sunday has not 
been the best way to communicate 
and celebrate all of the ways in 
which ministry is in motion at 
Grace and transforming lives in 
our congregation, our community, 
and our world. Therefore, we will 
forego HOT Sunday in January 
2015 and, instead, spotlight a  
Ministry in Motion each month in 
Grace Notes and in worship. It is 
our hope that you will learn more 
about the ministries of Grace 
Church and that you will feel 
God’s call to continue to support 
these ministries with your prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and witness. 
Coming in January, we will spot-
light the Ministry in Motion of 
our UMW (United Methodist 
Women)! 

Women and Finance Seminar a Bonus For Many 
Approximately 50 women from Grace and 
the community attended the Grace Foun-
dation’s “Women and Finance” seminar on 
November 8.  “Audiences members did 
not hesitate to ask questions and give  
helpful comments throughout the presen-
tations,” said seminar co-organizer and 
presenter Peggy Nästi, CPA.  After the 
seminar, which covered a variety of topics, 
from setting goals to leaving a legacy, many 
positive comments were heard, and sever-
al women approached the five presenters 
individually with further questions.  Some 
expressed hopes for another seminar and 
a desire to bring their mothers, sisters, 
daughters, and friends.  “We achieved our goal of providing a comfortable 
environment for women of all ages to learn and ask questions,” said co-
organizer and presenter Jo Ellen Bender, a retired bank executive.   

Over 50 Fellowship  
Celebrates Christmas 
Over 50 Fellowship will celebrate 
Christmas on Thursday, December 
11, 12:00-2:00 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall, with a fun history of Christmas 
carols and group singing.  Wear your 
favorite Christmas sweater or tie.  
There might even be a prize for the 
most unusual!  Cost is $10 for ca-
tered lunch, payable at the door.  
Reservations must be made with the 
church office (630-355-1748) by 
noon on Tuesday, December 9! 

New Progressive  
Christianity Study Begins  
December 15 
Monday night Progressive Christianity 
class will begin a new, 17-week study 
of “The Challenge of Jesus” on De-
cember 15, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 
254.  “At a time when much of Christi-
anity has tamed the gospel and turned 
to shallow feel-good messages, John 
Dominic Crossan presents us with what 
really matters,” writes Joerg Rieger, 
Professor of Constructive Theology 
at Southern Methodist University, 
about this study.  All are welcome! 
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Youth Bells Share Music on YouTube and With Grace December 28 

By Cheryl Ameiss, Youth Bell Ensemble Director 
 

It seems that everyone is on YouTube nowadays, so the 
news I’m sharing with you should not be anything special... 
but it is!  I record all of our Grace Youth Bell Ensemble ser-
vice presentations for educational purposes.  So, when I saw 
a notice from Sonology Music, a handbell publisher, asking 
for videos of performances to showcase in their newsletter 
to the bell community and on their website, I very quickly 
contacted them.  I discussed this with the ringers, and the 
smiles and joy on their faces spoke volumes.   
  

Presently, only Kristen Basgall and Kristen Riedinger’s 
presentations are on Sonology Music, as they played a lot of 
music last year from this publisher.  “I was really excited 
when Mrs. Ameiss told me that we were going to be on the 
Sonology website!  We both put in a lot of time and effort 
to make our bell pieces polished for the services at Grace, 
so having videos out on the Internet is huge,” said Basgall.  
Riedinger said, “I was surprised that anyone would be inter-
ested enough in our performances to watch videos of us. It 
was fun to see them up on YouTube.”  If you missed seeing 
them at Grace, you can watch them on YouTube by search-
ing for “GUMC Handbell Music.” 
  

The Youth Bell Ensemble will be playing all three services on 
December 28.  Of the five pieces they will be sharing, four 
of them are from Sonology Music.  Mark Froelich and 

Karson Wehrli will also soon be joining both Kristens on 
YouTube and Sonology.   
  

Kristen Basgall expressed all of our feelings best when she 
said, “Kristen and I have both grown so much as musicians 
in the past couple of years, and we have been getting into 
some pretty challenging music lately.  I hope that everyone 
enjoys hearing bells at Sunday worships, because it is truly a 
pleasure to play!” 

Kristen Riedinger (left) and Kristen Basgall play in worship last 
December, a presentation which appears on YouTube.com.  They 
will play at all three worship services on December 28. 

Monsterism, Scientology and Other 
“Religions”  By Angela McCurdy 
 

In November 2007, Samuel D. Snyder delivered a paper at the annual American Academy of Reli-
gion Conference entitled “Holy Pasta and Authentic Sauce: The Flying Spaghetti Monster’s Messy 
Implications for Theorizing Religion.”  First introduced in 2005 in an open letter to the Kansas 
School Board (venganza.org/about/openletter), Flying Spaghetti Monster has gained an internation-
al following. Is Flying Spaghetti Monsterism, or Pastafarianism, a religion? Why, or why not? What 
defines a religion? 
  

As L. Ron Hubbard was well aware, these questions are not simply of aca-
demic interest—they pose real legal and financial implications. First incorpo-
rated in 1953, the Church of Scientology was finally granted tax exempt sta-
tus by the IRS in 1973. Known for its celebrity adherents and extreme secrecy, the Church of Scien-
tology still struggles to be accepted as a legitimate religion here and abroad (wikipedia.org/wiki/
Scientology_status_by_country).   Janet Reitman first wrote about Scientology in the March 9, 2006, 
issue of Rolling Stone (rollingstone.com/culture/news/inside-scientology-20110208).  In 2011, she pub-
lished Inside Scientology: the Story of America’s Secretive Religion.   
 

In 2013, Lawrence Wright published Scientology, Hollywood, & the Prison of Belief.  He first wrote on 
Scientology in the February 14, 2011, issue of The New Yorker (newyorker.com/magazine/2011/02/14/
the-apostate-3).  Reitman worked with the cooperation of the church and its officials; Wright was 

never granted such extensive official access. Both provide a look inside an organization that remains largely hidden from 
public scrutiny.  Check out these and other books from the Grace Library! 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 
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Christmas With Trinity 
This Sunday!   
This Sunday, December 7, our 
friends at Trinity UMC in Joliet,  
including 65 children, will join us in 
worship at 11:00 a.m., after which 
we’ll have lunch in Fellowship Hall 
(please bring a dish to pass) and 
singing from the Trinity children 
and our own Youth Choir (please 
sign up for lunch in the church of-
fice). We’ll end our celebration by 
giving our gifts to the children.  It’s 
always a joy to see the delight and 
gratitude on their faces!  Thank you 
to all who purchased gifts for this 
very special occasion!  If you 
bought a gift and have not yet 
turned it in, please bring it to the 
church office by December 7. 

Holiday World Market December 7, 9am-12:30pm in the 
Activity Center!  Shop for unique gifts from artisans 

around the world, helping to support and sustain them! 
Muchas Gracias, La Familia  

de GRACE! 

Christmas at Grace 
Sunday, December 7 - With Holy Communion 
8:15am service with Grace Bell Ensemble and New Life Singers 
9:30am service with Grace Bell Ensemble and Chancel Choir 
11:00 service with the Grace Praise Team and our friends from Trinity UMC 
Sunday, December 14 - 8:15/9:30/11:00am - “One of Us” Christmas Musical in worship 
Sunday, December 21:  
8:15am service with music from the New Life Singers 
9:30am service with music from the Chancel Choir 
11:00am service with music from the Grace Praise Team 
3:00pm - “Gift of Love” Christmas Benefit Concert, Sanctuary 
7:30pm - Longest Night Service in the Activity Center 
DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE: 
12:00pm Noon - Holy Communion, Grace Bell Ensemble, Pastor Don Niswonger 
3:00pm - Children/Families, Children’s Music Ministry, Pastor Bob Atkins 
4:30pm - Children/Families, Grace Praise Team, Pastor Bob Atkins 
7:00pm - Youth-led, Youth Choir, Pastor Tammy Scott 
9:00pm - Holy Communion, candle-lighting, New Life Singers, Pastor Bob Atkins 
11:00pm - Candle-lighting, “Lessons and Carols,” Chancel Choir and Naperville  
Brass Ensemble, Pastor Bob Atkins 
DECEMBER 25, CHRISTMAS DAY:   
10:00am - Family-friendly service at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall 

Healing Worship on 
Saturdays, Dec. 6 
and 20; Sunday, 
Dec. 7,  and also at 
the Longest Night  
Service on Dec. 21 
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hen Grace Business Man-
ager Bob Poland an-
nounced to his group of 
reports, myself included, 
that he was retiring and 

that this would be the last of our many 
years of Monday morning meetings, I 
did the mature thing:  I asked him if he 
was kidding, and when he verified that 
he wasn’t, I cried.  “What will we do 
without you?” I whined.   
 

I was truly stunned; over the past near-
ly eight years of my employment at 
Grace, Bob has been a constant in my 
work life—and at Grace.  Opening up 
his office as early as 6:00 a.m. and often 
leaving more than 12 hours later, taking 
a break only to run or go to the gym, 
Bob was the “go-to” guy for the major-
ity of my questions, advice-seeking, 
technical (and otherwise) snags and 
snafus.  (I’m sure I impressed him 
mightily when I tripped the church 
alarm shortly after he hired me!)  He 
was also the one who could be 
trusted to take seriously, and prompt-
ly, anything that was needed by our 
staff or congregation, whether it was 
business related or not. 
 

After retiring from Xerox after 40 
years of service, many of which were 
spent in regional management, Bob 
joined the Grace staff as Business Man-
ager in 2001 upon the encouragement 
of Pastor Don Niswonger, Scott Ab-
derhalden, former Pastor Larry Hilke-
mann, and members of the Staff-Parish 
committee.  While some people might 
want to watch the grass grow after 
decades of working, according to Bob, 
“It is not in my makeup to sit after re-
tirement.”   
 

Indeed, Bob’s work ethic began at a 
very young age.  In high school, he 
joined the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
before graduation.  A few years later, 
while working at a Pittsburgh glass cut-
ting company, a near-fatal encounter 
with a crane full of glass didn’t keep 
him from getting well and getting back 
to work.   
 

 

While recovering in the hospital, Bob 
was given a series a tests by the U.S. 
Navy (“umbrella” department over the 
USMC), the results of which allowed 
him to go to school to study electron-
ics.  After two years of school and two 
more years of service on a destroyer 
shortly before the Vietnam War, Bob 
began studies at the University of Tulsa, 
which led to work at Xerox in a variety 
of locations around the country.   
 

As a student, he went on a double date 
with a co-worker of a young woman 
named Judi Millisor.  Judi was his 
friend’s date, but Bob liked Judi better.  
He asked her out the very next night 
and, said Bob, “Fifty-four years later, 
here we are.”  Bob and Judi are the 
parents of a grown daughter and son 

and active grandparents of one biologi-
cal grandson and three step-
grandchildren.  Members of Grace 
since 1994, the couple got involved 
with Habitat for Humanity after they 
were introduced to Grace by Ro and 
John Willard.  For 12 years, Judi served 
as wedding coordinator at Grace.  Both 
she and Bob have offered their volun-
teer service in many ways over the 
years and plan to continue doing so, 
particularly with Loaves & Fishes.    
 

In addition to the volunteer help Bob 
and Judi will be offering and the “13-
year-long ‘honey-do’ list” Bob will be 
tackling, he will also give voluntarily of 
his time in the Grace business office for 
a while yet, guiding Pastor Tammy 
Scott through the areas she has begun 
to take over.   
  

“As an employee, I have really enjoyed 
helping people, solving problems, and 
finishing things,” said Bob, whose style 

of conducting church business was of-
ten infused with “real world” ethics and 
practices.  “Process and organization” 
are the two words he would use to 

advise anyone taking over his posi-
tion.  According to Bob, “My hope for 
the future of Grace, and any church, is 
that Christian values would be respect-
ed and allowed to grow, with an in-
creased understanding of how to meet 
customer requirements.  Every mem-
ber of Grace is a customer, and I have 
always tried to treat them that way.” 
 

While business protocol directed much 
of Bob’s leadership, he wishes he had 
taken theology courses during his ten-
ure at Grace.  Again, he uses business 
language to explain why:  the “stability/
knowledge” concept.  “If I were to have 
overlapped church, business and theol-
ogy, all three would have brought a 
greater dimension to my job.”   
 

Theology classes notwithstanding, 
here’s hoping the hard-working, dedi-
cated man will leave Grace’s business 
office with very few regrets.  As for 
me, while I’m trying to respect my for-
mer supervisor’s free time, I’ll have to 
remind myself not to dial extension 
3250 when I see his car in the parking 
lot! 

Stalwart Business Manager Bob Poland Retires  By Barb Ceruti 

Bob and Judi Poland “Every	member	of	Grace	is	a	customer,	and	I	have	always	tried	to	treat	them	that	way.”			
—Bob	Poland	

 

5  

                Animal Attraction! 

 

Gail Lindsay snapped this photo of an owl she was 
pleasantly surprised to see perched atop our steeple 
the morning of Sunday, October 26.  “I think he was 
telling everyone they’d be wise to come to church!” 
said Gail.   

    Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Verna Hendrickson, grandmother of Tim Lathrop 
Dorothy Monteith, mother of Steve Monteith 
Janice Pasqual, wife of Morris Pasqual 
Fred Schroeder, friend of Bruce Derylo 
Daniel Vollbrecht, father of Traci Adelman 

          Celebrations and Congratulations 
Barb and Mike Ceruti celebrated 25 years of marriage on December 2 
Ken Dorsch celebrates his 100th birthday on December 10; send greet-
ings to 310 Martin Ave., Apt. 124, Naperville, IL 60540 
Irene Hoekstra celebrates her 93rd birthday on December 10; send 
greetings to 1029 Page Ct., Naperville, IL  60540 
Helen Enger celebrates her 92nd birthday on December 15; send greet-
ings to 1833 Audra Circle, Aurora, IL  60504 
Beverly Oling celebrates her 90th birthday on December 23; send 
greetings to 504 N. River Road, #C229, Naperville, IL  60563 

Baptisms 
Kimberly Carlson presented herself for baptism on November 16 
Mia Claire Carlson, daughter of Matthew and Kimberly Carlson, was 
baptized on November 16 
Maxwell Logan Sautter, son of Brian and Melissa Sautter, was baptized 
on November 30 

                    Welcome, New Members 
                                  New members listed in bold 
Cathy Bozett and husband Edward 
Stacey Kopiczko and daughter Kate 
Don Merryman 
Nicole Zaccaria and children Nicholas and Josephine 

December 2014 

Be Wise… 
Come to 
Church! 

Mistletoe Marketplace Sparkles! 
From Chamus Burnside Savazzini 
 

Grace United Methodist Women are thankful to all 
who made the 2014 Mistletoe Marketplace on No-
vember 15 a great success!  Preliminary results show 
that over $13,000 were raised through proceeds 
from the marketplace, café, silent auction, and quilt 
drawing.  God was so faithful in touching every heart 
that was involved!  These funds will support local, 
national and worldwide mission giving.  Please say a 
prayer of thanksgiving along with us, as we celebrate 
the ability to serve so many in need.  God bless you, 
and see you at next year’s Marketplace! 
 

Winners of the UMW quilt drawing include: 
 

Judy Cornett (pictured below):  “Baltimore Beauty” 
queen-sized quilt 
Brenda Gregory:  Table runner, crafted by Darlene 
Schille 
Margaret Blake:   
Table runner, craft-
ed by Jan Park 
Sandra Villareal:  
Tree skirt and 
stocking set, made 
by Sharon  
Thomsen 
Brenda Carpen-
ter:  Table topper, 
made by Wanda 
Jones 

Thanks From Hesed House Guests For the  
Warm Winter Coats! 
Youth Ministry shares these letters of thanks from children and 
youth at Hesed House.   

And thanks to 
everyone at 
Grace who donat-
ed a warm coat 
for a needy child!   


