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UMW’s Mistletoe Marketplace on Novem-

ber 9 raised nearly $12,000 for local,  

national and global missions.  Nancy  

Patterson was the lucky recipient of the 

queen-sized, hand-stitched quilt.   

November 17’s Soup and Pie 

Luncheon benefited summer mis-

sions - and 11:00 worshipers who 

were evacuated from the  

sanctuary due to  

tornado warnings!  

 

(left) Family Advent 
wreath making on  
December 1 glows with the expectation of 
Christmas. 

(left) Children’s Musical 

on December 1 explores 

“What Is Christmas  

Really All About?” 

Grace families helped spruce up our grounds at Trustees’ Fall Clean-Up Day on November 2. 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve    race Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church December 2013 

Still plenty of tickets! 
Reserved seating! 
Purchase tickets in the 
church office or online at 

A Medieval  
Christmas 
Festival! 

Join our friends from 
Trinity UMC on Sunday, 
December 15, at noon 

for lunch, gift-giving and 
a Medieval Christmas 

Festival from our  
Grace Youth Choir.   

If you would like to offer a child 
or youth from Trinity a gift this 
Christmas, please find orna-

ments with names and desired 
items in the Activity Center.  
Please do not exceed $50. 
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Pastor’s Journal        
                     

The powerful storms that streaked through Illinois in November destroyed hundreds of home and 
killed six people.  Given the scale of the destruction in Washington, Illinois, it is amazing the death 
toll was not higher.  Still, we remember that there are six families who will mourn one missing 
from their Christmas. 
 

Amidst scenes of complete destruction, people who survived and found shelter when the sirens 
sounded said something like, “These things can be replaced; I am thankful my family is safe.”  It is the right thing to say, 
isn’t it?  When family mementos are found in the Chicago suburbs that blew in from Washington, we preserve and post 
them because they represent memories of people who are irreplaceable. 
 

During December we will spend some time in our worship services considering how to get ready for God’s presence in 
our lives.  We will learn the expectancy of Christmas with some of the characters of Christmas.  It is easy to be caught 
up in all the things that make up the celebration.  We spend so much time getting ready for parties and gatherings, ex-
hausted from shopping, wrapping, decorating and end-of-year reports.  But this year, in Illinois especially, it is good to 
make a space to welcome the people close to us...to remember that the people around the tree are as special as the 
presents under it. 
 

It is good to miss the people who will not be present this year and remember them when you are with those who are 
present.  It is good to tell the stories that make your family unique.  This is the season to reconnect with those who  
matter to you.  The spiritually healthy person has a story to tell and finds the right people to share it with. 
 

         Merry Christmas! 

December 2013 

Next month, the Grace Concert Series 
brings us a very special performing art-
ist in Ken Medema. Hugely popular in 
the 70s and 80s as a contemporary 
Christian artist and also a concert pia-
nist and opera singer, Medema is per-
haps most revered for how he inspires 
people with what he sees in his heart 
and mind.  Ken Medema has been blind 
since birth.   
 

Basing—and often improvising—his 
music on the real-life stories of those 
to whom he ministers, Medema 
demonstrates an incredible testimony 
to God’s grace in the midst of our hu-
man weakness.  Able to see only light 
and darkness and fuzzy outlines of ma-
jor objects, Medema says he was not 
widely accepted as a child and spent a 
lot of time by himself.  “I started bang-
ing on the piano when I was five years 
old,” he recalls, “making up crazy little 
fantasies on my mom’s piano.”   
 

When he was eight years old, Ken’s 
parents found him a teacher who 
taught him the classics with Braille as 
well as how to play music by ear.  His 

teacher also taught him how to impro-
vise.  “Music became a second language 
for me,” says the Michigan State alum-
nus, who focused on performance skills 
in voice and piano while in college. 
 

After graduation, Medema spent time 
as a music therapist at a hospital in 
New Jersey, during which he began 
writing and performing his own songs.  
“I had a bunch of teenagers who were 
really hurting, and I started writing 
songs about their lives.”  But it wasn’t 
until Medema realized that he should 

be writing songs about his own Chris-
tian life that people really began to re-
spond.  In 1973, he left his work as a 
therapist and started a career perform-
ing and recording music.  Since then, he 
has appeared before audiences of 50 to 
50,000 in 49 states and over 15 coun-
tries on four continents.   
 

On Sunday, January 26, 3:00 p.m. in 
the Grace Sanctuary, church families 
and members of the community will 
have the privilege of experiencing Ken 
Medema’s special brand of music, char-
acterized by depth of feeling and im-
provisation of every moment that de-
fies description.   
 

While our conceptions of physical disa-
bility may tell us that blindness is a dis-
advantage, Ken Medema will open our 
eyes wide to the blessings made possi-
ble through God’s grace and love. 
Come be inspired on January 26! 
 

Watch for tickets  
in the church office  

and online: 
Www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 

Blind faith - Ken medema In concert at grace Jan. 26 
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Radio daze ii 
Over 50 Fellowship December 12! 
Back by popular demand, Over 50 Fellowship 
will present “Radio Daze II” on Thursday, De-
cember 12, 12:00-2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Relive the Golden Days of Radio, when pro-
grams like “The Jack Benny Show,” “Fibber 
McGee and Molly,” “The Bickersons,” and “The 
Great Gildersleeve” ruled the airwaves.  Join us 
for a presentation of “A Christmas Story,” per-
formed by a stellar cast of golden-voiced Grace stars!   
Lunch will begin at noon, followed by the program.  Cost is $10 per 
person, payable at the door, but YOU MUST RESERVE YOUR SPOT BY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, IN THE CHURCH OFFICE!    
Blood Drive Dec. 9 

This Christmas, give the 
most precious gift of all:  
life.  Donate blood with 
Heartland Blood Cen-

ters on Monday, December 9, 
3:30-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Walk-ins are welcome but ad-
vanced registration is appreciated 
to ensure adequate beds.  Photo 
ID required.  Register online at  
www.peopleofgrace.org.   

Sisters & “Southsiders” 
Begin New Study 
Both the Monday afternoon Sis-
ters and the Naperville Southside 
study groups will be starting new 
books, and new people are always 
welcome!  Watch Grace in Mission 
for further information.  (Note:  
Grace in Mission is online every 
week at www.peopleofgrace.org 
under “Our Church Media,” in 
case you can’t make it to church!) 

Support Philippines 
Typhoon and Illinois 
Tornado Victims 
If you would like to support 
relief efforts for either (or 
both) the victims of Typhoon 
Haiyan in the Philippines or 
the recent tornados in Illi-
nois, you may do so through 
E-Giving on our website.  
Click the brown E-Giving 
icon on every page of 
www.peopleofgrace.org to 
get started.  If you do not 
already have an E-Giving ac-
count, establishing one is 
very easy—and secure!  
Once your account is set up, 
you may “Make a Transac-
tion” and select 
“Illinois_Tornado Relief” 
and/or “Philippines_Typhoon 
Relief.”  You may also do-
nate via the offering plates; 
please make checks payable 
to GUMC, and please write 

separate checks for the ty-
phoon and tornado victims, 
noting either “Philippines” or 
“Tornados” on the memo.   
 

Let’s Build An Ark 
For Heifer Project! 

Again this 
Christmas, 
Grace would 
like to pro-
vide enough 

funds for Heifer International 
to purchase an entire “ark”!  
Your donations can be made 
in honor or memory of 
someone special and will 
help us to achieve our goal 
of $5,000 for the purchase of 
animals that will provide sus-
tainable agriculture and com-
merce to areas plagued by 
poverty.  You’ll receive a 
special card for your gift 
honoree, too!  Collections 
will be taken in the Activity 

Center on December 8, 15, 
and 22.  
 

“Skipping  
Christmas” Radio 
Play Dec. 15! 
One of the many great things 
our beloved Winnie Graver 
did for Grace was to write a 
Christmas radio play based 
on the story “Christmas 
With the Kranks.”  Winnie 
called it “Skipping Christ-
mas,” and again this year, it 
will be presented in Fellow-
ship Hall by Grace youth, 
confirmands, and adults.  Join 
us on Sunday, December 
15, 9:30 a.m., for this special 
presentation that is sure to 
amuse, put us in the holiday 
spirit, and re-
mind us of the 
true meaning 
of Christmas!   
 

Lenten Book  
Devotions Wanted! 
LENT?  Yes, we know it’s not 
even Christmas yet, but it’s 
not too early to start think-
ing about contributing a writ-
ten devotion, artwork, or 
photograph for our Lenten 
devotion booklet, which has 
been published every year at 
Grace for over 40 years!  
This little book of Lenten 
inspiration features a differ-
ent devotion every day, cre-
ated by members of our own 
congregation, between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sun-
day.  If you’re interested in 
offering a devotion this year, 
please contact Merrill Litch-
field at 630-355-5239 or 
barmerlitchfield@msn.com 
for further information.  
Deadline for devotions will 
be some time in mid-January.  
Further info to come!   
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On Sunday, December 8, “Love 
Opens Doors” will host its third 
session, at which members of 
Lead with Love will tell their per-
sonal stories of relationships with 
family and friends who are part of 
the LGBT community.  All are 
welcome to come hear how the 

Church has helped or hindered the journey of faith in 
these relationships.  Let us learn how to create a more 
loving environment so that those persons in the LGBT 
community can be fully and intentionally welcomed at 
Grace.  Rev. Gregory Gross, ordained UMC deacon and 
chair of the Northern Illinois Order of Deacons, will be 
our moderator and facilitator.   
 

On Sunday, January 12, Rev. Dr. Osvaldo Vena will pre-
sent “Scripture and Reason,” the fourth in the series of 
“Love Opens Doors.”  Dr. Vena is Professor of New Tes-
tament Interpretation at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary.  Born in Argentina and 
educated there and in the U.S. and 
England, Dr. Vena has taught at  
G-ETS since 1995.  The basic prem-
ise of his teaching is not information, 
but liberation and transformation, 
opening our hearts and minds to 
new ways of thinking.  Dr. Vena is 
the author of three books and nu-
merous articles, lectures and presen-
tations, one of which is The Interpre-
tation of Romans 1:26-27. 
 

“LOVE OPENS DOORS” 
SUNDAY, DEC. 8:  “PERSONAL STORIES AND REASON” 
REV. GREGORY GROSS 
SUNDAY, JAN. 12: “SCRIPTURE AND REASON” 
REV. DR. OSVALDO VENA 
All sessions start with light brunch at 10:30 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall, followed by discussion until 12:30 p.m.  All are welcome! 

December/January “Love Opens Doors” Sessions Explore Reason from 
Personal Stories and Scripture   From Revs. Don Niswonger and Carol Findon 

Rev.  
Gregory Gross 

Rev. Dr.  
Osvaldo Vena 

Jt!hpe!dbmmjoh!zpv!up!lfozb@!
Dpnf!up!bo!jogpsnbujpobm!nffujoh!efdfncfs!26"!
!

From July 17-August 2, 2014, members of Grace will once again return to Kenya, Africa.  Our 
team will be working on much needed projects at Maua Methodist Hospital and with the local 
Kenyan community on building an AIDS orphan home, among other projects.  If you are inter-
ested in joining our Kenya team, or would simply like to learn more about our mission, please 
join us for an informational meeting on Sunday, December 15, 3:00 p.m. in Room 224.  We 
will share photos and stories of previous missions as well as important information about our 
2014 mission.  Our mission is organized through the UMC’s Volunteers In Mission (VIM), and 
safety is our number one concern.  We would never travel anywhere in the world during a 
time of unrest.  For more information about our mission to Kenya, contact Pastor Lisa Telo-
men (630-355-1748, ext. 3226, or lisatelomen@peopleofgrace.org), Jan Cosgrove 
(janiscosgrove@hotmail.com) or Susan Wittig (susan.ms.wittig@gmail.com).   

 Blue Christmas? 
Christmas is merry and bright, “the most wonder-
ful time of the year,” right?  Not for everyone,  
especially those who are grieving or experiencing a 
loss of any kind...or whose memories of former, 
happier times are shimmering just below the sur-
face… 
 

Coming up this month at Grace are some 
events that acknowledge, and embrace, that 
Christmas is sometimes a season of reflection, 
even sadness and down-heartedness.  All are 
welcome to come to these events and share 
feelings, or simply be present among others 
whose hearts are also in need of healing.   
 

TUESDAY, DEC. 10, 1:00-3:00 P.M. ROOM 227 
GRIEF AND “HANDLING THE HOLIDAYS”  
Grace’s Grief Group invites anyone who has lost a 
loved one to come to a special discussion of “Handling 
the Holidays” while grieving.  Discussion is based on 
published resources and other people’s experiences.  
A soup luncheon precedes discussion at 1:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY, DEC. 21, 5:00 P.M. ACT. CENTER 
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Join us this longest night of the year for a special  
Saturday Evening Worship* service of prayer, music, 
message, reflection, healing oils, candle lighting, and 
comfort in the love and grace of God.   
*SATURDAY, DEC. 7, 5:00 P.M., IS ALSO A HEALING 
SERVICE, FEATURING ANOINTING OILS AND PRAYER.  
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Grace Works Together to Change Hunger Into Hope  

On Sunday, November 24, choristers from our 
Grace Children’s Choirs took a “noisy offering,” 
collecting change from worshipers at all four of 
our weekend services.  They were thrilled to learn 
that our congregation’s generosity amounted to 
$1,138.51, which will provide 5,175 meals for Feed 
My Starving Children’s Mobile Pack event in Febru-
ary 2014, for which the children not only want to 
pack meals, but fund them too!  “The response 
was amazing,” said Children’s Choir Ministries Di-
rector Lynn Leitzen.  “And the kids LOVED being 
a part of the process.”  For weeks, the children 
have been collecting and bringing their own change 
to Wednesday evening rehearsals, as they know 
that just 22 cents provides an entire meal for a 
hungry child.  In September and October, they col-
lected over $600 on their own.  Their goal is 
$2,000 (or 9,090 meals), and they’re already 88 
percent there!  Thank you to our ushers for gra-
ciously shepherding our choristers in the collection 
November 24 and to Bob Rothe, who coordinated 
the team.  And a special thanks to Pastor Lisa for 
her suggestion that our children’s choirs take part 
in this effort.  Together, we CAN change the 
world! 

Children’s “Noisy Offering” Collects Nearly $1,200! 

By Gay Craig, Grace Hunger Committee  
 

Having recently enjoyed our Thanksgiving feasts, we now 
look forward to the delicious holiday food of the Christmas 
season.  Yet, right now, every day in developing countries, 
18,000 children lose their lives to malnutrition and hunger-
related diseases.  That’s 10.9 million youngsters under the 
age of five.  The aftermath of the typhoon in the Philippines 
makes the need even more critical.  Fortunately, there is a 
solution we can all be part of. 
 

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) is a Christian non-profit 
organization committed to feeding God’s children across the 
globe.  FMSC receives no government aid and is dependent 
upon volunteers and donors to provide 100% of the meals 
they provide, which cost a mere 22 cents each.   Volunteers 
hand pack specially formulated nutrition-rich meals, which 
are then distributed to hundreds of missions and human 
service agencies in 70 countries world-wide.  Working as 
teams in two-hour shifts at work stations, adults and chil-
dren (ages five and older) fill and seal bags.  The atmosphere 
is energized, fun-filled, and immensely satisfying.  
  

Earlier this year, Grace UMC joined with other Naperville 
congregations to pack 453,600 meals at the “Feed the 
Need” Mobile Pack event held at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church. Our church contributed more than $5,500 toward 
food costs and packed 25,000 meals.  Grace will double our 

participation at the 2014 Mobile Pack.  We are in the pro-
cess of raising $11,000 for 50,000 meals to be packed during 
250 volunteer shifts the weekend of February 14-16, 2014.  
Last summer, people of Grace purchased wristbands to 
wear on Casual Dress Sunday; in October, Harvest Home 
guests gave generously to support this worthy cause, and on 
November 24, our young singers relieved you of your loose 
change (see article below).  On December 8, proceeds from 
our “Gift of Love” Christmas benefit concert will be donat-
ed to the Mobile Pack (see page one).  You may also give 
through E-Giving at www.peopleofgrace.org or by envelope, 
designating “Feed My Starving Children.”   
 

In January, the Grace Hunger Ministry will begin registering 
volunteers for packing shifts.  Please join fellow Grace mem-
bers and other local congregations to work together to 
Change Hunger Into Hope.  For more about the impact of 
the 2013 record-breaking Mobile Pack and how the event 
looks for volunteers, watch a video from the 2013 event at 
feedtheneednaperville.org. 
 

                           LET’S ALL BE PART OF THE SOLUTION! 

$1,771 = 8,050 Meals  
From Children, For Children!   

(And we’re not finished yet!)  
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       Critic’s Review of a Leading Role 
Death never was the villain man supposed 
nor is it sinister or strange.  Our acts 
could not go on without it.  Plays are closed 
by situations, change, the emptied facts. 
It’s only death, our final partnership, 
the ancient contract still inviolate, 
that makes the drama work, that gives us grip 
and drive.  Consider how the years deflate  
our starring parts, our once dynamic plots 
reduced to mumbled lines the wind allots. 
No playwright can revive a failing role 
There are no reruns once the tale is told. 
 

Our fans are gone, no one is buying seats. 
But wait—perhaps if we recite some Keats 
or polish up some old gymnastic feats 
we might entice them back, sell out the house— 
instead of playing to a backstage mouse. 
 

Death’s artful entrance is essential here. 
The wise Director lets no balladeer 
recite so long he mouths a shibboleth 
instead of song.  Great roles evolve from death. 
Old rhythms alter when we realize 
endings are pauses while new curtains rise. 
Beginnings are endings of this life’s disguise. 
 

If we stick to the script the final curtain rise 
reveals our stardom and a glory everlastingwise. 
 
               —Glenna Holloway 
 
Editor’s Note:  This poem earned Glenna the title of 2013 
Senior Poet Laureate of Illinois.  Glenna was also awarded 
this title in 2009, 2010, and 2012.   

Naperville Marathon Thanks  
 

A big thank you to the 50+ volunteers from Grace who came 
out on Sunday, November 10, to help with the Marathon Aid 
station.  We served over 2,500 runners with water and Ga-
torade to help them meet their goal.  This was a great display 
of teamwork, with Grace volunteers of all ages coming to 
support our Grace runners and the Naperville community.  I 
was very proud of our efforts and am glad we had the oppor-
tunity to use our hands to do God’s work to support our com-
munity. 
     —Julie Lichter 
 

Dear Julie [Lichter],  
Mom sent me your e-mail of pictures of Grace at the 25-mile 
aid station.  The pics were great, but let me tell you...you all 
were even better in real life!  I was struggling along at the 
back of the pack of the marathon, and I was so glad you all 
were there for me.  I have had much faster marathons in my 
life (even qualified for and ran Boston...so I am not that 
bad…), but Sunday was not a fast one.  The volunteers 
throughout the course were wonderful and the weather was 
great (for the runners...you all were probably rather cold), but 
your cheers and offers of Gatorade and water were so en-
couraging and I knew when I saw you all (including my Mom, 
Darlene, and Joe) that I was almost done.  Thanks for organ-
izing the volunteers.  I know the race director, and he said 
that the Grace Church aid station was a gung-ho, great group 
of people to 
work with!  
Way to go, 
Grace!  And 
a very big 
thanks  
from me  
especially! 
 

—Gail 
Noerenberg 
Ranville 
 

Grace Library Offers Seasonal Reading for Children and Adults   
By Angela McCurdy 
 

The purpose of the Church Library is to serve the congregation with inspirational reading, worship 
resources, and any other materials that enrich the spiritual and intellectual lives of our members 
and support the program ministries of the church. 
 

 
Merry Christmas from the Grace Church Library Committee! Please stop in and see 
our resources for the season for both children and adults. Our children’s books are 
marked on the spine with a Christmas tree sticker to help you locate them on the 
shelf. The library (Room 223) is staffed on Sunday mornings, and it is also open 
weekdays during building hours.  
 
Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.   
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        Animal Attraction! 
 

Note to readers:  If you would like to see the long-standing 
“Animal Attraction” column continue, please send photos and 
descriptions of your family's pets or wildlife you have snapped  
in your yard, on vacation, safari, etc. to barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org, or bring to the church office, ATTN:  Barb.  
Please make sure that photos were taken by you or someone 
you know—no Internet downloads, please.  Photos will be re-
turned upon request.  Photos and animal “bio’s” are published in 
the order received.  If you would like to see your pet in an up-
coming issue of Grace Notes, contact us today! 

In February, Faye Pletcher lost her beloved 
husband, Joe.  As she was slowly learning to cope with 
her grief, she discovered that a new resident had moved 
in next door to her Naperville Carillon Club townhome.  
“As the warm weather appeared, says Faye, “so did this 
darling little one with the big brown eyes.”  A white 
Havanese puppy with a small tan spot on his back, Spot 
immediately became best friends with Faye.  “I walk and 
play with him for an hour almost daily, and I can truly say 
’he is my therapy dog,’ thanks to his real owners, Mar-
lene and Chuck Erdman.”  Faye and Joe lost their Yorkie 
in 2004 and, while they wanted a new dog, Joe’s deterio-
rating health made that difficult.  Faye feels blessed that 
she and Spot have become such fast friends.  “Never for 
one moment doubt the influence of a warm puppy, nor 
the power of God to provide for our needs,” she says.   

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Dorothy Delockery, mother of Dennis Delockery 
Lois Gardner 
Sandy Leedy, wife of Ed Leedy and mother of Dianne  
Calhoun 
Royce Lindauer, father of Deb Stamm 
Lillian Squires 
Julian “Gus” Voss, husband of Maxine Voss 

         Celebrations and Congratulations 
Cliff and Eleanor Preston recently celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary 
Broderick Dylan Mieszala (pictured 
at right), son of Jill and Dennis Mieszala, 
was born on November 13 
Christian James Lathrop, son of Tim 
and Kathleen Lathrop, was born on  
November 22 
Dusty Hayes (U.S. Marine Corps) was 
recently promoted from the rank of 
Corporal to Sergeant  
Ken Dorsch celebrates his 99th birth-
day on December 10; send greetings to 310 Martin Ave., Apt. 
124, Naperville, IL  60540 
Irene Hoekstra celebrates her 92nd birthday on December 
10; send greetings to 1029 Page Ct., Naperville, IL  60540 
Helen Enger celebrates her 91st birthday on December 15; 
send greetings to 1317 N. Eagle St., Naperville, IL  60563 
Otto Meglin celebrates his 92nd birthday on December 16; 
send greetings to 808 Havenshire Rd., Naperville, IL  60565 

                                  Baptisms 
Avery Marie Jenson, daughter of Ryan and Kelly Jenson, 
was baptized on November 17 

                                          Letters 
Dear Church Friends, 
 

Thank you for your kindness, help, thoughtfulness, and prayers.  I 
could not get through this without the Lord and you in my life. 
 

Much Love, 
 —Maxine Voss 
 

To the Pastors and Friends of Grace Church, 
 

Thank you to Pastor Bill and Pastor Don for their heartfelt, sincere 
and beautiful prayers and visits during my recent hospital stay.  
Thank you for the many cards and well wishes from the family of 
Grace.  The Lord is so good and the power of prayer is awesome! 
 

Fondly, 
 —Neva Nelson 

December 2013 

Spot 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU 
Several members of Grace who own businesses or work for compa-
nies routinely donate products and/or services to our church, our 
people, and our missions.  We are deeply grateful to them for their 
faithful generosity! 


