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TIME-SENSITIVE ISSUE!  READ RIGHT AWAY! 

S unday, December 19, will 
be a day filled with 

"Christmas Joy." At the 9:30 
and 11:00 services, the sounds 
of Christmas will reverberate 
in the Grace Church sanctuary 
as the voices of the Chancel 
Choir join with the brilliance of 
the Synergy Brass Quintet.  
This festive choral service will 
feature grand hymns for con-
gregation and truly sparkling 
settings of Christmas music for 
choir and brass, culminating in 
a stunning montage of choral 
and brass artistry, "Christmas 
Joy," by Steven Chatman.  
 

We recommend arriving 
early for services, as they will 
likely be full. This will be a glo-
rious day of Christmas music, 
and these two morning ser-
vices will be your only chance 

to hear Synergy Brass with 
choir, at no charge. The Syn-
ergy Brass' appearance with the 
Chancel Choir is made possible 
in part by a generous gift from 
the Grace Foundation. The 
focus and purpose of this gift is 
to provide you, the Grace 
Church family, a chance to 
share your church and your 
faith with the community. Take 
this opportunity to introduce 
the community to our church 
and its music ministry! 
 

Synergy Brass in Full  
Concert at 2:00pm, Dec. 19 
Synergy Brass has agreed to 
stay on for the day at Grace to 
present a full concert at 2:00 
pm. It is very possible that this 
concert will sell out; advance 
tickets are strongly recom-
mended—don't miss your op-

portunity!  Tickets are 
available in the Grace 
Church office during 
business hours or online 
at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/
concerts (a modest service fee 
applies for online tickets). 
 

Ticket Options: 
$10 General Admission (same 
price at the door or in advance, 
but advance tickets are recom-
mended)  
 

$25 Artists' Circle, including: 
-Reserved seating (front and 
center, roped-off section); lim-
ited number available. 
-Synergy Brass gift bag with 
autographed CD and other 
Synergy Brass memorabilia. 
-Advance purchase only; pur-
chase by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 15 (advance deadline  

required in order to reserve 
your seats and gift bag). 
 

Artists' Circle seats will be re-
leased to general admission five 
minutes before concert time. 
 

About the Synergy Brass 
Quintet 
Synergy Brass performs more 
concerts than any group in 
classical music today, averaging  
nearly 300 engagements per 
year. Acclaimed for “a veritable 
fireworks display of outstanding 
musical ability combined with 
superb showmanship” (Door 
Concerts, Inc.) in addition to  

December 19:  “Christmas Joy” with Synergy Brass!  By Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 

continued on page 6... 
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Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

Sunday, December 5:  “Only Love” 
8:15/9:30/11:00am in Worship 
The Advent musical tale of 
God’s only son sent to us… 
a gift so unimaginable, so pro-
found, so beyond human in-
vention, only love could write 
the story.  Join us in worship 
for this inspiring blend of 
original songs and beloved Christmas carol classics,  
presented by the Grace Praise Team, children’s choir 
and instrumentalists. 
 

Sunday, December 12:  Third Sunday of  
Advent 8:15/9:30/11:00am Worship 
With music from the New Life Singers and the Grace 
Bell Ensemble, the Chancel Choir, and His Grace Youth 
Praise Team  

 

Sunday, December 19: “Christmas 
Joy” (see article on back cover) 
9:30/11:00am in Worship 
A spectacular festival service for Christmas 
featuring the Grace Chancel Choir and spe-
cial guests the Synergy Brass Quintet, an 

electrifying ensemble demonstrating “blazing precision, 
amazing technique, and unadulterated exuberance.” 
2:00pm, December 19:  Christmas Concert from the 
Synergy Brass Quintet  $10 general admission tickets; 
$25 Artists’ Circle tickets (reserved section and a Syn-
ergy Brass gift collection including an autographed CD 
and other memorabilia).  Advance purchase in the office 
or at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts recommended. 

 

Tuesday, December 21:   
Longest Night Service  
7:30 p.m. in the Activity Center 
Christmas is a time of great joy, but it 
can also be a time of sadness and loneli-

ness for those grieving the loss of loved ones.  On the 
longest night of the year, followed symbolically and liter-
ally by the hope of progressively brighter days, let us 
join together in this service of quiet reflection and re-
membrance of those we’ve loved and lost.  Led by  
Pastor Bob Atkins. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24:  CHRISTMAS EVE 
12:00pm  Holy Communion service led by Pastor Don 
Niswonger, with music from 
the Grace Bell Ensemble 
 

3:00pm  Service for children 
and families led by Pastor Bob 
Atkins, with music from the 
Children’s Music Ministry 
 

4:30pm  Service for children and families led by Pastor 
Bob Atkins, with music from the Grace Praise Team 
 

7:00pm  Youth-led “Las Posadas” celebration in  
collaboration with Trinity UMC in Joliet, with music 
from His Grace, Grace Youth Chorale and Youth Bell 
Ensemble 
 

9:00pm  Holy Communion  
service led by Pastor Bob Atkins, 
with music from the New Life 
Singers 
 

11:00pm  Candle-lighting ser-
vice of “Lessons and Carols” led 
by Pastor Bob Atkins, with music 
from the Chancel Choir and Naperville Brass Ensemble 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25:  
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Family-friendly worship at 
10:00am in Fellowship Hall.  Kids, 
come in your PJs! 
 
 

Sunday, December 26, 9:30 ONLY 
Celebration service with music led by the Staton Fam-
ily—there will be NO 8:15 or 11:00am service!  Child 
care is available as well as a class for pre-schoolers 2-4 
years old and a children’s time during worship for grade 
school children.  
 

The Advent/Christmas season is the ideal 
time to include friends, neighbors and 
family in the worship, music and minis-
tries of Grace.  Now more than ever, let 
us share the gift of our church and our 

faith with others.  A blessed Christmas season to all!   

Great Expectations...Christmas at Grace! 

December 2010 
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 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE            

         
        

     By John Bodine 
     Church Council Chair 
         
We are in the final stretch of our prepa-
ration of the 2011 budget, with a Charge 
Conference scheduled for December 15 
for final approval. To a great extent, 
Grace members have been able to return 
Estimate of Giving (EOG) cards, indicat-
ing their ability to contribute. There are 
still a few cards out, however, which will 
be the subject of follow-up efforts by the 
Stewardship & Finance Committee.  If 
you are still in the process of completing 
your card, please do so promptly and 
return it as soon as possible so it can be 
counted toward our plans for 2011. We 
count on you to give us visibility for what 
can be done in the coming year! 
 

Again, we thank Stewardship & Finance 
Committee Chair Julie Kronbach and 
committee members and Bob 
Pacanowski, Stewardship Campaign 
Chair, and his band of “Blue Angels.”  
Their leadership, planning, and follow-
through have enabled us to project 
a positive outcome to the Campaign. 
With the full return of outstanding 
EOG’s, we expect to be very near our 
objective for 2011, a relatively flat year  

 
 
over year budget compared to 2010. 
 

Our fall season has been especially busy, 
and our schedule continues to be full into 
the coming year. The Fall Festival on Oc-
tober 31 was a great success, with over 
350 participants enjoying the day. Scare-
crows were made, pumpkins were sold, 
goodies were consumed, and costumed 
characters swarmed over our lower lot 
in the “trunk-or-treating” activity.  
Nearly every organizational unit at Grace 
had a role to play, a wonderful testament 
to the vitality and engagement of our 
members. It was a bit of a blur as Octo-
ber 31 drew near, with new activities 
shaping up and new ideas flying high right 
up to the last minute. Well done to all, 
and thanks to our Youth Ministry, where 
the idea originated. It’s quite likely to 
become a popular annual tradition! 
 

Progress is being made on our Campaign 
for Discipleship mentioned last month, 
whereby members are challenged to take 
a step toward greater personal commit-
ment to our Grace mission to “Gather 
To Christ, Grow As Disciples, and Go 
To Serve” and greater engagement with 
those for whom Grace can be an effec-
tive Church home and resource.  

 
 
Are your talents untapped? Do you have 
additional capacity for connecting with 
others and sharing your joys? Let’s see 
where we can go together! 
 

Remember your name tag!  Reach out to 
someone, say hello, become acquainted. 
Everyone is welcome here! And we make 
that happen! 
 
Grace Foundation Helps 
Build Dreams 
By Ginny Lacy 
As we near the end of 2010, the Grace 
Foundation is proud to applaud the do-
nors who have enriched our church with 
memorial and endowed gifts.  These gifts 
are a wonderful way to applaud a “life 
well lived” and to provide opportunities 
to others in the future.       

This year, many families have contributed 
to the Grace Library, which is now open 
to our families.  The Library Committee 
has worked hard and been creative in 
providing resources for our use.  Memo-
rials from the Wesley, Norman, Field, 
Krueger, Crowder, Skowronek, Storm 
and Oats-Anderson families have pro-
vided books, video equipment, tables, 

Continued on page 7... 

Pastor’s Journal          

The lights of Christmas counter the darkness of December.  The longest night of the year is followed by the 
celebration of Christ’s light coming into the world.  This simple parable of light breaking into the darkness 
ushers in the story of hope. 
 

Christmas, more than other holidays, is built around children and family.  Perhaps because we celebrate the 
birth of a child, God among us, Christmas morning is a children’s story.  The anticipation of gifts under the tree, the trip 
to the family home, or gathering in yours, the hope that, for one day, we can believe there will be peace, all conspire to 
make Christmas unique. 
 

This year, with the economy still not returned to growth, with almost 10% unemployment, and with continued war in  
Afghanistan, there is great need for the Christmas proclamation of peace.  This year especially, the world needs to hear 
the proclamation of the coming of light, the birth of hope, the gift of joy. 
 

I remember as a child coming down the stairs on Christmas morning, ready and eager, full of energy and anticipation,  
excited for a magical day.  The most difficult part of the day was waiting for it to begin.  Imagine living with that level of 
expectation 365 days a year.  Imagine coming to the day with so much anticipation that the most difficult part of the day is 
waiting for it to happen.  This can be God’s Christmas gift to you. 
 

Just believe.  Believe in the miracle of Christmas, Emanuel, God with us.  Believe in the miracle that darkness can turn to 
light.  Believe and share the good news in a world that sees only darkness. 
 
          

         Happy Christmas! 
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News deadline for January 
 Grace Notes: Monday, Jan. 3 
Submit news to gumcnotes@ 

peopleofgrace.org or call 
 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd.,  
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

GO GREEN WITH GRACE NOTES!   
It’s easy!  Just e-mail 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
and type “online only” in the sub-
ject line. You will be linked to new 
issues as soon as they’re online.  

Trinity Gift Program Shares Christmas 
With Children In Need 
Please Turn In Gifts by December 5! 
 

If you have chosen an orna-
ment for one of the needy chil-
dren of Trinity United Method-
ist Church in Joliet, please be 
sure to turn in your wrapped 
gift(s) with the recipient child’s 
name clearly displayed on Sun-
day, December 5, to the Re-
ligion and Race table in the Ac-
tivity Center or to the church 
office before that date.  Then, 
please join us on Sunday,  
December 12, in traveling to 

Trinity UMC for a brief worship, gift giving, and a pot-
luck lunch provided by the members of Trinity in appre-
ciation of our continued friendship with their congrega-
tion.  There is no need to bring any food.  Meet in the 
lower Grace parking lot on December 12 at 10:30 a.m. 
to load up gifts, then we’ll travel together to Trinity, re-
turning to Grace at approximately 2:30 p.m.  Please 
note:  At the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service at Grace, 
our youth will collaborate with the youth of Trinity 
UMC in presenting “Las Posadas,” the traditional proces-
sion of Joseph and Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
followed by the people of town, in search of a place of 
shelter.  Please join in this special celebration! 

   Grace Children to Go a-Caroling 
On Sunday, December 12, the Grace Junior Sing-
ers and Children’s Bell Ensemble will present 
Christmas carols to residents of Independence Vil-
lage (1:30 p.m.) and The Devonshire (3:30 p.m.).  If 
you know of people living in these homes, please 
be sure to inform them of the children’s presence 
on that Sunday afternoon. 

Over 50 Fellowship In Harmony with 
DuPage Barbershoppers 

On Thursday, December 9, Over 50 Fel-
lowship will host members of the DuPage 
Valley Chapter of the Barbershop Har-
mony Society.  Lunch begins at noon in 
Fellowship Hall, followed by a most en-
tertaining musical treat.  Cost is $5, pay-
able at the door; please reserve by Tues-
day, December 7, at noon.  There will be no 

reservations accepted after that date and 
time!  Contact JoAnn Stuart (630-983-9250) or Ruby 
Allen (630-355-2008) with questions or for further infor-
mation. 

Trip to 
the Holy 
Land 
Pastor Bill and 

Erma Bryan are leading a trip 
to the Holy Land, departing 
February 14, 2011.  The 
ten-day pilgrimage will in-
clude visits to Bethlehem and 
the Church of the Holy Na-
tivity, the village of Caper-
naum, and other locations 
important in the ministry of 
Jesus near the Sea of Galilee.  
In or near Jerusalem, we will 
visit the Via Dolorosa, the 
Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre, the Mount of Olives, 
and the Garden Tomb.  The 
cost of the trip is $2,396*, 
which includes round-trip air 
fare from Chicago to Tel 
Aviv, hotel accommodations 
in first-class hotels, dinner 
each evening and breakfast 
each morning, bus transpor-
tation to tour sites, and a 
trained and knowledgeable 
guide.   Extensions are also 
available to Egypt, to Jordan, 
or to spend three extra days 
in Jerusalem.  (*Tax and 
other charges are additional 
to the cost listed above.)   
Contact Bill and Erma Bryan 
at 630-637-8724 for a de-
scriptive brochure and fur-
ther information. 

“Grace Foundation Builds 
Dreams” continued from p.3... 
and reference materials to the 
library.         

The Plummer Family Memorial 
provided the wonderful screen 
and related materials to the sanc-
tuary for use at 11:00 and during 
other special services.  The Huber 
and Noerenberg Memorials pro-
vided a special concert for us.  
The Benz Family Memorial gave 
speakers for the rear of the sanc-
tuary, providing a needed boost 
to the sound system and enriching 
our worship experience.  The 
Buzan Memorial provided new 
communion chalices for our use 
each month.   
     

In collaboration with the Youth 
Council, the Foundation was 
pleased to help defray some of 
the costs of the renovation of 
Room 234.  You really need to 
see the new room and rejoice in 
all who generously gave to this 
project!  Our youth will enjoy this 
space for many years as they join 
in Christian fellowship.          

In addition to the Foundation’s 
memorial funds, which have so 
enriched our congregation, other 
endowed funds have contributed 
to our children’s education pro-
grams:  the Charles Strayer Fund 
for Education, the Scott McFarlan 
Ministries for Children, and the 
Jack Oats Memorial Fund.         

These gifts and others are what 
the Foundation is all about.  Car-
ing and generous members of our 
congregation continue to reach 
out to secure facilities and sup-
plies that are beyond the scope of 
the church budget.  The Founda-
tion thanks each of these families 
for their Christian love and sup-
port of the Grace Foundation. 
We cherish their spirit of giving.   
 

Would you like to be a part of 
Grace’s future and help to build 
dreams?  Please remember the 
Grace Foundation in your will.   
 

For further information, contact 
Ginny Lacy at 630-420-7440 or a 
member of the Foundation Board. 
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“Christmas Joy and Synergy 
Brass” continued from back 
cover… 
...“blazing precision and amazing 
technique” (The Watertown 
Daily Times), the Synergy Brass 
Quintet has emerged as one of 
the world's most exciting ensem-
bles. Synergy "has hit on a  
magical approach:  unadulterated 
exuberance and a rock star ap-

proach to performing" (U.S.1.). 
Their engagements have taken 
them to every corner of the 
United States, including the Rav-
inia Music Festival in Illinois, the 
Bethlehem Musikfest in Pennsyl-
vania, the Tanglewood Music 
Festival in Massachusetts and, 
internationally, the Festival de 
Musica de Camara de Aguas 
Calientes. Synergy Brass is often 
heard on National Public Radio, 
and in 2005 they broadcast on 
NBC with the Mormon Taberna-
cle Choir. 
 

In addition to their rigorous per-
formance schedule, the ensemble 
dedicates an enormous amount 
of time to the education of to-
morrow's musicians and music 
lovers. They have presented 
various programs at over 500 
public schools from coast to 
coast, teaching the various gen-
res of music and composer back-
grounds and making music acces-
sible to all children.  Learn more 
about this fabulous ensemble at  
www.synergybrass.com. 
 

M any hands make little 
work.  That, my friends, 

is why the inaugural Fall Fes-
tival on October 31 was 
such a huge success!  Born 
out of Youth Ministry and 
the brilliant, creative minds 
of Christine Ryan and Amy 
Hashimi, many ministry 
teams joined in the planning, 
executing, and enjoyment of 
a beautiful, crisp, dry fall day 
(thank you, Bob Poland, our 
resident expert in pulling off 
good weather for such 
things!).  Pumpkins were 
purchased, decorated and 
judged, cookies were deco-
rated and quickly eaten, a 
Nascar simulator was 
“driven,” hay wagon rides 
were taken, bouncers of all 
ages enjoyed a Moon Jump, a 
hay bale maze was navigated 
by our youngest “drivers,” 
pictures were colored, 
scarecrows were built, treats 
were handed out and con-
sumed from “hauntingly” 

beautiful 
trunks of 
cars, bean 
bags were 
tossed, the 
smell of 
popcorn 
filled the 
air, and 328 
hotdogs were consumed 
(okay, maybe only 320 were 
consumed, but 328 were 
purchased, with return runs 
to the store twice during the 
festival!).  As with all things 
new, sometimes we have to 
learn a few things along the 
way; and we did.  The most 
important thing we learned 
was how much fun it is to 
hang out with our church 
family, bring our friends, in-
vite the neighboring commu-
nity, and share in a great day 
of fellowship!  Thank you to 
all who participated in any 
way (see box at right).  Well 
done, good and faithful ser-
vants! 

Fall Festival a Group Effort Success!  By Gaye Lynn Loufek  

By Gaye Lynn Loufek 
 

T’Shuva…“To re-
turn,” as in returning 
to God; returning to 
the people He in-
tended us to be.  
Many gathered in the 
dimly lit sanctuary 
that was beaming 
with the enthusiasm 
of our youth ready 
to lead the first 
T’Shuva worship on 
November 7.  Expla-
nations were given 
about the meaning of 
the Hebrew word, 
personal testimonies 
were shared, scrip-
tures and images 
were shared, and all 
in attendance were 
engaged in multi sen-
sory stations encour-

aging the release of 
those things that 
keep us from return-
ing to God and being 
the person He wants 
us to be. Attendees 
were invited to leave 
their shoes on the 
chancel upon enter-
ing the sanctuary and 
were greeted with 
the inspiring music of 
His Grace, our teen 
praise band.  During 
the worship, there 
were opportunities 
for prayer, commun-
ion at an open table, 
candle lighting, and 
time at the cross 
when zip ties were 
removed from par-
ticipants’ wrists as a 
symbol of unbinding 

those things that 
keep us from 
living the life 
God intended.  
During the mul-
tisensory sta-
tions, our tal-
ented Teen Bell 
Ensemble, Youth 
Chorale, and His 
Grace provided mu-
sical selections.  At 
the end of the wor-
ship, all were invited 
to reclaim their 
shoes, receive a 
scripture card and, 
when ready to walk 
on His word in faith, 
leave the sanctuary. 
 

The hope of the 
youth was that those 
in attendance would 
come as the person 

they are and leave as 
the person God 
means for them to 
be.  Our youth knew 
that was a tall order 
and that some may 
not feel ready to 
change “everything.”  
The affirmation 
came, though, when 
many approached 
our youth and re-
quested another 
T’Shuva worship in 
the near future.  
 

Youth “T’Shuva” Worship Inspires a Return to God  

Thank You,  
Fall Festival Team! 

 

THE GRACE N.O.W.  
COUNCIL 

With special thanks to: 
 

Adult Education Classes 
Children & Family Ministry 

Christian Education 
Church & Society Team 

Forum Class 
Grace Custodial Staff 
Grace Reception Staff 
The Hashimi Family 
Hunger Committee 

Rick Loufek 
Nursery Care 

Parent-to-Parent Class 
Religion & Race Team 

The Ryan Family 
Kent Sheldon 

United Methodist Women 
Youth Ministry 

 
 

Synergy Brass Quintet 
At Grace December 19 
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Just Around the Corner...Coming December 5! 
Here’s hoping you have received—and are reading!—this newsletter by Sunday, December 5, in time for all 
that’s going on that day.  Bulk rate mail can arrive anywhere from one to 14 days after mailing, but if you 
visit www.peopleofgrace.org, you can see new issues online right away.  It’s easy, it’s green, it’s in color! 

From Treva Brashears 
 

Erin Snedeker, author of a 
recently published chil-
dren’s book, The Littlest 
Elf: Marvin McGee and 
the Candle of Fate, will 
sign copies of her book 

Sunday, December 12, in the Grace 
Library (Room 223), 8:45-9:15 a.m., 
and in the Activity Center from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.  The granddaughter of 
Grace organist Nancy Staton, Erin is a 
20-year old college student majoring in 
Creative Writing and Marine Biology 
at the University of Southern Florida.  
The Littlest Elf is her first book; her 

second book, Strudell McDoogal and 
His Fabulous Flugal Horn, is currently 
in the publication process. 
 

The Littlest Elf:  Marvin McGee and 
the Candle of Fate is the story of a 
little elf who is very eager to help with 
Christmas, but his tiny stature pre-
vents him from doing all of the impor-
tant things that elves need to do to get 
ready for Christmas.  Despite his di-
minutive size, Marvin has immense 
courage and a huge heart, traits that 
he needs to meet this challenge. 
 

Books will be available for purchase at 
Grace on December 12 as well as at 

Anderson’s 
Bookshop,  
Barnes and No-
ble, and online at 
flipkart.com.  For 
pre-paid orders, 
please submit 
checks or cash to 
the Grace Church office by Friday, 
December 10.  Books are $15.50; for  
pre-paid orders, checks should be 
made payable to Nancy Staton, noting 
“Littlest Elf” on the memo line.  Please 
contact Treva Brashears at 630-416-
0273 with any questions regarding the 
book signing. 

Grace Library Hosts Author Book Signing December 12 

Erin  
Snedeker 

All-Church Christmas Caroling  
SUNDAY, DEC. 5, 4:00 p.m. 

Followed by dinner in  
Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

 

$3 per person/$10 per family  
for dinner; contact Gaye Lynn 

Loufek at 630-355-1748, ext. 234, 
or rglbhl@aol.com by Dec. 3*  

for dinner reservations.  

 If you cannot join us for dinner, but 
would like to carol, please be sure to sign 

up in the church office so that we can  
accurately plan for transportation.   

 

Please contact Gaye Lynn Loufek (contact 
information above) if you can provide driving 
transportation.  *If you receive this newsletter 
after December 3, please contact Gaye Lynn 

regarding dinner availability. 

“Only Love” Dec. 5 8:15/9:30/11:00am in Worship (see pg. 1) 
 

Trinity Gifts Due Dec. 5 (see pg. 7) 
 

10,000 Villages Sale in the Activity Center 
An international organization of stores selling fairly traded items from artisans 
around the world, 10,000 Villages ensures that proceeds from the sale of these items 
benefit the craftspeople who make them.  Be sure to stop by the Activity Center 
between services on December 5, and peruse a selection of baskets, purses, jewelry, 
soaps, and more from the 10,000 Villages store in Glen Ellyn—right here at Grace!  
Great Christmas gift ideas! 
 

Fair Trade Coffees, Teas, Chocolates in the Activity Center 
While you’re shopping for items from 10,000 Villages on December 5, be sure to 
check out our selection of fairly traded coffees, teas, chocolates and cocoas, too.  
New flavors available!  Fair Trade items will be for sale on December 12 as well.   
 

December Hunger Collection 
December 5 is our December hunger collection date, benefiting the Aurora Inter-
faith Food Pantry at Hesed House.  Please bring non-perishable food items to the 
narthex on that day, or make a monetary donation to the ceramic love loaf.  With 
the food pantry’s buying options, a mere $5 donation can turn into $50 worth of 
groceries for a hungry family.  Please make checks payable to GUMC, and note “love 
loaf” on the memo line.  
 

World AIDS Awareness Day 
Grace will recognize World AIDS Awareness Day (officially on December 1) on De-
cember 5 with prayer and bookmarks.  The World Health Organization reports that 
over 33 million people live with HIV/AIDS worldwide, making it the world’s leading 
infectious killer.  Combination antiretroviral therapy prevents the HIV virus from 
multiplying in the body and enables the body’s immune cells to live longer, providing 
protection from infections such a tuberculosis, which claims thousands of additional 
lives.  We can help, too, by praying for proper medical care for the millions of peo-
ple living with HIV/AIDS as well as for safe places to stay for the millions of children 
who are left homeless after AIDS has taken the lives of their parents.  We can also 
contribute to the many charities that support the fight against HIV/AIDS.   

Dec. 
5 
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From Cindy Stonecipher 
 

It is more important to fish than to give  
a fish.  People everywhere need a “hand 
up, not a hand out.”  Thus begins our 
season of symbolically “selling” animals.  
Heifer International is a global project, 
providing animals to the people of the 
world, determined by need.  Llamas go 
to South 
America, 
water buf-
falo go to 
Asia...and 
animals go all throughout the U.S., where 
the Heifer program is as much needed as 
it is in Zambia.  Along with these animals 
comes education in disease control, ani-
mal care, terrace farming, and sharing 
with neighbors. 
 

Members of the Grace Hunger team will 
be in the Activity Center on Sundays 
from now through December 26 to ac-
cept your donations to this worthy 
cause.  Look for the roving cow between 
services to help you remember to stop 
by the Activity Center.  Donate to 
Heifer in the name of someone special! 

Grace College Student Sees Heifer 
Working In Tanzania 
 

Grace member Brett Shugh, a junior at 
the University of South Carolina, has 
seen first-hand the power of the Heifer 
Project. As part of an international busi-
ness class, Brett traveled to Tanzania, 
Africa, this past summer and visited 

beneficiaries of the Heifer pro-
gram.  At Mama Anna’s Cheese 
Farm, he witnessed how Heifer 
animals helped to change not only 
Mama Anna’s life and the produc-

tivity of her farm, but also that of her 
surrounding village.  “It was very moving 
to hear about all of her hardships and 
troubles and how she prevailed,” said 
Brett, adding that the Heifer Project can 
literally be a person’s lifeline.  “In most 
developing Third World countries, a per-
son can’t just walk into the nearest Wal-
Mart or grocery store and get a job...in 
order for them to survive, they must 
become entrepreneurs and self-sufficient.  
Donating a few dollars and investing in 
livestock for these people can change 
their lives and their communities.” 

Heifer Project Gives a Hand Up, Not a Hand Out 2010 Milestone Year for              
Grace CROP Walkers 

On October 
17 of this 
year, 77 
walkers from 
Grace raised 
$7,000 in 
funds for the 

Naperville Area CROP Hunger Walk, 
a milestone in our history of CROP 
walking. Thank you to all who 
walked, sponsored a walker, or par-
ticipated in some way.  Let’s make 
CROP history again next year! 
 

Mistletoe Marketplace 
Raises 9K for Missions 
United Methodist Women’s annual 
holiday bazaar on November 13 gar-
nered approximately $9,000 in sup-
port of UMW missions.  Many thanks 
to all who created our lovely hand-
crafted and quilted items, yummy 
baked goods, donated auction items, 
and attended this year’s event.  Spe-
cial thanks to diligent Chairs Marga-
ret Harrison and Ruth Wills.  And 
congratulations to Lillian Volz, recipi-
ent of the 2010 Mission Quilt!  

The sermon I gave on No-
vember 20 and 21 explored 
how much God loves each 
and all of us and how nothing 
can separate us from God’s 
love—not our age, race, gen-
der or faith, not our sins or 
sorrows or even death!  Like 
the Samaritan woman, we 
are called to run and tell 
others of Christ and bring 
them to meet Christ, who 
with God loves each and 
every one of us, for always, 
and wants to share that good 
news with each and all of us. 
 

As a follow-up to that ser-
mon, I would like to share 
with you this poem from a 
beloved friend and mentor 
of mine, who taught me so 
much in my early years of 
ministry.  Bruce Conley was 

director of Elburn’s Conley 
Funeral Home, which later 
grew to become Conley 
Outreach Ministries.  Bruce, 
and then one of his minis-
try’s staff, have come to lead 
our “Handling the Holidays” 
grief seminar for the past 
four years.  Bruce was diag-
nosed with cancer a year ago 
and died this year on Sep-
tember 11.  Shortly before 
he died, he penned this 
poem, which I share with 
you for you to meditate 
upon as you claim your min-
istry as God’s beloved child. 
 

My Offering, The Vision 
Bruce H. Conley, Sept. 2010 
 

Follow your heart, it’s calling 
you. 
Follow your dreams where they 
lead. 

Embrace the faith that is your 
companion 
To guide you through the  
unknown. 
Open your life to the mystery 
around. 
See the beauty in each twin-
kling eye. 
Ride on the tide of each  
moment strung together 
With each moment, as it un-
folds. 
For there is glory, in all that life 
holds. 
 

God has a plan for every life. 
There’s a contribution only you 
can bestow. 
And the gift that you have to 
share with someone 
May change far more than 
you’ll every know. 
So take your gift and nurture it 
well 

With com-
passion, effort 
and love. 
Then say, 
“This is my 
offering, what I have to give. 
If it helps you, take it along. 
Make it your own, and then 
pass it on.” 
 

And if I’ve been an inspiration, 
it’s because you have within 
you 
The faith to make it happen, 
and the gift of those around 
you. 
For the job of the visionary is to 
place the vision 
So that others can grab hold, 
and then make it their own. 
 

(Repeat first stanza) 
 

Celebrating the gift of God’s 
love in Christ with you,  

Linking Up to Grace      By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

“If I die, my family will weep for 
me.  If my buffalo dies, my family 
will starve.” 
 —A Thai farmer 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Michelle Bainter, niece of Traci Nelson 
Rita Carlson, daughter of Rev. Leonard and Bea Sukut 
Jane Dando, aunt of Sean Foley 
George W. Huber, father of George Huber 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Calvin Edward, son of Matthew and Helen Thomas and grandson 
of Dan and Sue Hultgren, was born on October 8 
Mason Daniel, son of Aaron and Alison Mlot and grandson of 
Wes and Mary Scroggins, was born on October 22 
Kelly Gresser & Ryne Hoover were married on November 13 
Jennifer Brown & Jason Wear were married on November 13 
Kenneth Dorsch celebrates his 96th birthday on December 10; 
send greetings to 310 Martin Ave., Apt. 124, Naperville, IL  60540 
Courtney Jungnickel, Augustana College senior and volleyball 
player, earned CCIW (College Conference of Illinois and Wiscon-
sin) all-conference recognition for the fourth year in a row 

                               Baptisms 
Owen Matthew, son of Michael and Laura Gagala, was baptized 
on November 14 
Ashley Read was baptized on November 28 

                     Welcome, New Members! 
Names in bold indicate new members of Grace 

 

Miriam Harrison 
Rob Maldonado, wife Michelle and daughters Jada and Ella 
Neil and Elizabeth Nicholson 
Doug and Edith Peterson 
Matt Logeman and Ashley Read 

 

       Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or animal shot 
taken by you or someone you know (no internet downloads or 
otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to 
gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, 
ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be returned to the 
owner upon request).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order received. 

This is Shadow, a 14-year-old miniature Schnauzer.  Ac-
cording to his owners, Scott and Dianne Calhoun, 
Shadow likes to take walks and vacations to Grandma 
Sandy (Leedy’s) house.  From the looks of this photo, he 
seems more ready to walk than vacation! 

Shadow 

Thanks From Eurasia Bishop Växby 
Dear Grace Church, 
 

I have returned in my memory to the graceful time 
Jim, Vladimir and I spent together with you in Naper-
ville—in church, in your homes and in your cars from 
place to place, in ministry, in planning for the Russia 
Initiative, in making friends, at the tables and in 
sightseeing.  We had a good mini-consultation on 

October 16, and I appreciate that there were so many represen-
tatives from Grace and from other churches in the region. I was 
moved by all the love and insight I noticed in the meeting with the 
committee; I am very hopeful about the future as Grace and 
Hope UMC will be in mission together, respecting your respective 
contexts, and drawing on your respective gifts; blessings on your 
walk together with one another and with Jesus! It was a great 
experience to be in worship with you and your active and vigorous 
congregation. Thank you for what you are and what you do! 
 

I specially want to thank Pastor Lisa, who coordinated everything, 
and Julie and Dave (Kronbach) for hosting me from early morn-
ings till after midnight. Also, send my regards to those for whom I 
have no e-mail address, Pastor Bob, your spouses, and all the 
members of the Russia Initiative Committee. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Hans  

Congratulations,  
Julian Voss 
Julian “Gus” Voss was the recipient 
of the 2010 Harvest Home award, 
presented by Pastor Bob Atkins at 
the Harvest Home festival on Octo-
ber 13, for outstanding and long-
standing service to Grace Church.  
Congratulations, Gus, and thank 
you for your years of fine service!   

Questors/Youth a Winning Team 
From Annemarie Oats 
On Sunday, November 14, 
the newly renovated 
Room 234 was the site of 
the first Questors/Youth 
Game Night Challenge, 
attended by approximately 
45 youth and 15 Questors 
class members.  The 
youth and adult teams enjoyed competitions of Wii, bean bags, 
board games, foosball, etc. as well as snacks and good fun.  “We 
have always been impressed by what a fine group of young peo-
ple we have in this church,” said Bob Plummer.  “And they are 
so much fun to be around!”     
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