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F rom behind feathered masks of vibrant colors came 
the powerful strains of trained operatic voices amidst 

the pure, sweet sound of children singing.  This was the 
intriguing contrast on the evening of November 29, the 
first Sunday in Advent, when the Grace children’s choirs 
and premier adult soloists presented the delightful oper-
etta, “Birds of Bethlehem.”  Starring tenor Mike Gucwa as 
Brother Francis, a monk who is beseeched by the town 
children to tell them a story of Christ’s birth they haven’t 
heard before, this legendary tale features seven birds, each 
of whom offers the baby Jesus a different gift.  When the 
raven (played by baritone Andrew Rye) appears with the 
foretelling of Christ’s Passion and death, darkness per-
vades.  But the hope of salvation comes on the wings of 
the dove, played by soprano Jill Rye, and the children sing 
of the gifts of Christmas and song, which belong to us all.  
Special thanks to Director of Children’s Choir Ministries 

Lynn Leitzen, whose time, talents 
and energy in this endeavor can-
not be overstated, to Minister of 
Music Dan Wagner for bringing 
us this lovely musical, to Cherub 
and Angelus Choir Directors Sue 
Riedinger and Renee Roscoe-

Morrison, re-
spectively, to 
Vickie Wag-
ner for mak-
ing our beau-
tiful masks, to 
piano and key-
board accom-
panists Nancy 
Staton and 
Sherri Nagy, 
prelude flute 
players Cheryl Ameiss and Cynthia Rupp, the Children’s 
Bell Ensemble and director Angela Sterchi for their beauti-
ful introit music, Bob Rothe for all his help, our gifted adult 
vocalists who gave of their time and talents to be our 
“birds,” including Maggie Schnute, Carol Madalin, Jack Sta-
ton, Mike Doll, Shelly Drescher, Andrew and Jill Rye, and 
to “Brother Francis” Mike Gucwa.  Thanks also to the mu-
sic ministry members who donated cookies for our recep-
tion, and to Bob Rothe, Linda Watkins, Claire Leitzen, Ra-
chel Doll and Julianna Doll for hosting our reception.  
Above all, thank you to our wonderful children for their 
beautiful voices and joyous spirit. 

   “Birds of Bethlehem” Begins Advent Season on a High Note 
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Imagine Peace 
By Nikki Schlegel 

 
Imagine peace as the light of the world 

A thing you should believe in no matter who you are 
 

Imagine peace when you see people working together 
All races, interacting without conflict 

 

Imagine peace when rivalry ends 
Enemies becoming friends 

People forgiving one another for mistakes 
 

Imagine peace as something that gave slaves hope 
To know that when they were set free 

Peace for African-American people’s rights would be official 
 

Imagine peace when you see someone smile 
Their worries and fears perhaps forgotten 

Over a peaceful calming thought 
 

Imagine peace as sweet as apple blossoms 
And as delicious as chocolate cake 

 

Imagine peace when the wars come to an end 
No more valuable lives lost 

No more fighting for the country’s sake 
For we grieve for those who gave their lives for our freedom 

But without them, peace would be miles away 
Just out of reach if you tried to grasp it 

 

Peace is the key to a perfect life 
But it is not easy to achieve 

If you want it, go get it 
Just like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. did 

 

But most of all peace is… 
A feeling in your heart 

When all is well in the world 
You know when you feel it 

Because your heart swells with happiness 

About the Poet... 
Nikki Schlegel, 10, won the elementary category (fourth and fifth graders) of the  
ThinkGlobal Arts Foundation’s Peace Poetry contest with her submission of the above 
poem, Imagine Peace.  “Nikki was thrilled to be recognized,” said her mom, Julie.  “I 
was amazed and so proud of her words and how meaningful they were to her and so 
many who read her poem.”  This Christmas season, let us all take to heart this insight-
ful young girl’s profound words of hope for a peaceful world for all God’s people. 

See inside cover (page 2) for Christmas events at Grace! 
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Pastor’s Journal 

 
Many important decisions for the future of Grace will be made this December.  In the midst of pre-
paring for the celebration of Jesus’ birth, of God’s presence with us, we will be determining the path 
Grace will take for the coming year.  The combined effects of the continued struggles of our econ-
omy and the depletion of the financial reserves of the Church have constricted our options.  Grace 

people have been and will continue to be faithful.  Grace leadership will be faithful in preparing a plan that best meets the 
needs of our community, our Christian missions and the proclamation of the Gospel. 
 

Grace has planned some significant events to celebrate the Advent and Christmas season.  Even in a time of difficult deci-
sions for the Church, let us use these moments of anticipation and celebration to reaffirm our commitment to Christ and 
the ministry of changing lives.  The proclamation of faith, hope and good news in music is part of the Grace signature.  On 
two successive weekends, December 12-13 and Sunday, December 20, Grace Choirs will lift their voices to praise God.  
Our Christmas Eve services will light candles, sing the carols, and proclaim the Gospel of Peace on Earth with the angels. 
 

In the same season, at the Charge Conference on December 15, Grace will vote on its spending plan for 2010.  This plan 
is likely to include some significant reductions in planned spending for next year.  Since over half of the Church budget  
supports the staff, any significant reduction will include changes in personnel. 
 

In this season of anticipation, pray for your Church, those in leadership who will make these difficult decisions, and for 
the ministry of Grace that continues as it has for more than a century. 
 
         Grace and Peace, 
 

December 2009 

December 12 and 13 “The Promise of Light” 

5:30 p.m. on December 12/8:15 and 9:30 a.m. on December 13; Presented by the New Life Singers and the Grace Bell Ensemble,   
a joyous Christmas musical of traditional carols, original music, stirring narrative and imagery in celebration of the promise and hope of 
the light of Christmas! 
 

December 20 “Christmas with Grace:  A Community Christmas Event” 
8:15 a.m. service features the Junior Singers and Children’s Bell Ensemble 
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services feature “Christmas with Grace” 
Presented by the Grace Chancel Choir  and Special Guests “51 Strings,” the cello and harp duo of Hannah and Jake Muzzy.  Features 
Festival Carol Settings, excerpts from Britten’s “Ceremony of Carols,” Christmas Choral Selections with Cello and Harp, and Carol  
Celebration with the congregation.   
 

December 21 “Longest Night” Service  
7:30 p.m. in the Activity Center with our Grace pastoral staff.  Christmas is not a joyous time for everyone.  For some, it is a time of sad-
ness and longing for happier, healthier times.  Please join us in this intimate service of quiet reflection on the longest night of the year, 
bringing before the Lord, in hope, the burdens, yearnings, and meditations of our hearts. 
 

December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
12:00 p.m. with Pastor Don Niswonger, featuring Holy Communion and music from the Grace Bell Ensemble 
3:00 p.m.  A service for children/families with Pastor Bob Atkins, featuring music from the Children’s Choirs and Children’s Bell Ensemble 
4:30 p.m.  A service for children/families with Pastor Bob Atkins, featuring music from the Grace Praise Team 
7:00 p.m.  A youth-led service coordinated by Pastor Lisa Telomen and Gaye Lynn Loufek, featuring music from teen ensembles  
His Grace, the Grace Youth Chorale, and the Youth Bell Ensemble 
9:00 p.m.  with Pastor Bob Atkins, featuring Holy Communion and music from the New Life Singers 
11:00 p.m. “Lessons and Carols” candlelight service with Pastor Bob Atkins, featuring music from the Grace Chancel Choir and the  
Naperville Brass Ensemble 
 

December 25 Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m.  Family-friendly worship in Fellowship Hall—kids, come in your PJ’s! 
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The deadline for January 
Grace Notes news is:  

Monday, January 4 
Submit news via e-mail to 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
or phone 630-355-1748, x. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church 
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

December 2009 

 Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online 
at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“Under the Acacia Tree”  
Families, join us in the Activity 
Center Sunday, December 6, 
11:00am-1:00pm, for Kenyan 
cuisine, music, crafts and more.  
Cost is $5 for youth (through 
grade 12), $7.50 for adults and 
$20 per family.  Contact Julie 
Utter (630-922-4157) or An-
nette Swanson (630-420-9638) 
for ticket availability.   
Get Your Wings Dec. 7! 
Clip the coupon below and eat 
at Buffalo Wild Wings on 75th 
St. in Naperville Monday, De-
cember 7.  They’ll donate 20% 
of food sales to Youth Summer 
Missions!  Coupon required! 
Over 50 Fellowship Dec. 10 
Over 50 Fellowship will be 
meeting for an "Old Fashioned 
Christmas" on Thursday, De-
cember10.  Winnie Graver has 
arranged a heartwarming play, 
"Home For Christmas,” that will 
be presented by an outstanding 
cast of Grace members.  A deli-
cious lunch will be served at 
12:00.  Reservations must be 
made by noon on Tuesday, De-
cember 8.  Cost of $5.00 per 
person is payable at the door. 
Questions?  Contact Ruby at 
355-2008 or JoAnn at 983-9250.  
December 11—Kids Camp 
In, Parents Go Out! 
Parents, let your kids (infants-
5th grade) “camp in” at Grace 
on Friday, December 11, 6:30-
9:00 p.m.  They’ll have fun ac-
tivities and hear the story of St. 
Nicholas.  Cost is $10 per fam-
ily; contact Margaret Harrison 
at 630-355-1748, ext. 241. 

Grace Children Bring 
Home Christmas Cheer 
On Sunday, December 13, the 
Grace Junior Singers and Chil-
dren’s Bell Ensemble will be 
caroling at Fairview Village and 
The Devonshire retirement 
centers and for home-bound 
members.  If you have family or 
friends at these homes, please 
let them know!  Caroling will 
occur at 2:00 p.m. at Fairview 
and 3:30 p.m. at The Devon-
shire.  If you know of someone 
who would like a home visit 
from these children, contact 
Lynn Leitzen at 630-355-1748. 
Giving Through Heifer 
The Grace Hunger Team is so-
liciting sponsors for the Heifer 
Project, enabling impoverished 
people to obtain livestock and 
self-sufficiency.  Visit the Activ-
ity Center, and make a donation 
in someone's name! 
JANUARY CONCERT EVENTS 

• Sunday, January 7, 7:30pm 
The Mount Union College Choir 
This premiere choral ensem-
ble has toured the world, and 
now they’re coming to Grace! 

• Saturday, January 9, 7:30pm 
“Keyboard Matters” with mas-
ter pianist Matthew Ganong 

• Sunday, January 23, 7:30pm 
The Millikin University Choir at 
Wentz Hall...Again this year, 
this fine collegiate choir will 
perform in Naperville’s 
Wentz Concert Hall.  For 
information on these and all 
concert offerings, visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
concerts.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Blood Drive Dec. 14 
3:30-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Donors will receive a FREE  
sweatshirt!  Photo ID required. 
To register, call Pam Riley at  

630-355-1748, ext. 229, or visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org 
click the Heartland icon  

 
 
 

    Writers, Poets, Artists! 
    Help Us On Our “Pathways to Grace” 
 

G race’s tradition of publishing a devotions booklet for 
the season of Lent (beginning with Ash Wednesday on 

February 17, 2010, and ending on Easter Sunday, April 4) 
necessitates the call for contributions from writers, poets 
or artists as soon as possible!  Our theme for 2010 is 
“Pathways to Grace,” of which there are many.  One might 
be Wesley’s “The means of grace”—Scripture, Sacrament, 
Worship, Service, Fasting and Prayer.  These are the means by 
which a serious seeker might intentionally try to find God’s 
grace. Other meanings of this topic might be some portion 
of the journey that brought you to the grace of God or, in a 
smaller way, to Grace Church itself.  For those who would 
like some guidance, there is a “thought-starter” packet 
available for you in the church office.  You may also contact 
Lenten Task Force representatives Merrill Litchfield (630-
355-5239), Angela McCurdy (630-579-4626) or Pastor Lisa 
Telomen (630-355-1748, ext. 226) for further guidance.  
Please turn in your devotions to the church office 
(preferred) or via e-mail to Merrill Litchfield at  
barmerlitchfield@msn.com as soon as you possibly can—
time is running short!  Please note:  Lenten book page size 
is half of 8.5x11; if you are typing your devotion, please limit 
it to half a page.  For devotions submitted in long-hand, a 
full page is acceptable.  Please include an appropriate Scrip-
ture passage as well as a brief prayer.  Youth and children’s 
submissions are welcome!   

  Saturday Evening Worship 
For an intimate, informal, family-
friendly worship experience, 
come to our circle of worship 
every Saturday evening at 5:30 
p.m. in the Activity Center.  Fea-
tures weekly communion, origi-
nal music, monthly healing ser-
vice with anointing oils…and 
lazy Sundays! 
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Through the generosity of the 
Plummer family and friends in memory 
of their beloved Eric (inset, with his 
children), Grace has been given the gift 
of a projector and software that will 
enable visual imagery to accompany 
the 11:00 contemporary worship ser-
vice as well as other special worship 
experiences.  To be dedicated on Sun-

day, January 3 at the 11:00 a.m. worship, this gift is a fitting 
representation of the love Eric Plummer had for the 
church and for contemporary Christian music as well as 

the joy he took participating in praise music groups.  It is 
also an answer to the desire of the Grace Praise Team to 
augment the 11:00 worship with song lyrics and visual art-
istry.  That this wish could be met with something so spe-
cial to Eric is immensely gratifying to the Plummer family 
and friends, the Praise Team and leaders, and our 11:00 
a.m. worshipers.  (Note: our new projector will be hidden by 
chancel woods and will not be visible to the congregation.)   
 

Grateful thanks to the Plummer family and others who 
contributed to this very special gift in honor and memory 
of our faithful brother in Christ, Eric Plummer.  

Plummer Gift Enhances 11:00am Worship 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard on the 2010 Stewardship Campaign!  Your efforts were tremendous, 
and we couldn’t have done it without you.  The Estimate of Giving cards are still coming in to the church office!  If you 
have yet to return your card, please do so as soon as possible so that we can plan for our 2010 budget.  If you have 
not received an Estimate of Giving card, we would encourage you to call Phyllis Pepiot in the church office at 630-355-
1748, ext. 222.  We are also happy to mail you an Estimate of Giving card, along with a copy of The Shape of Grace, 
our 2009-10 Annual Report and story of Grace.   

          —Paul Carpenter 

O ur church home is growing more 
“green” by the day.  As we take 

steps to reduce our carbon footprint, 
you will be seeing less plastic bottled 
water around the church.  At Connec-
tions time in the Activity Center be-
tween services, we will be providing 
water from Bisphenol A (BPA)-free 
clear water jugs. We hope you will get 
into the habit of grabbing a paper or 
plastic cup that can be recycled and 
pouring yourself some healthy tap wa-
ter…which is really what’s served in at 
least two major bottled waters on the 
market these days.  It seems that the 
bottled water craze of recent years is 
causing massive waste in our world.  
BPA is a manmade chemical used in 
the production of many plastic-
containing consumer products, includ-
ing polycarbonate water bottles,  
epoxy-lined metal food cans, and some 
dental sealants.  Trace amounts of  
residual BPA are often present in 
these products as a result of the 
manufacturing process.  Residual BPA 
can be released from these types of 
products, particularly if the product is 
heated.  BPA exposure in early life has 

been linked to long-term health conse-
quences. 
 

While positive changes are going on  
at Grace, we also believe that we are 
making a difference in the lives of  
small-scale farmers worldwide.  We’d 
like to thank everyone who has pur-
chased “Equal Exchange” Fair Trade 
coffee, tea and cocoa from our sales  
in the Activity Center on Sundays.   
If you placed a pre-paid order with us 
recently, it will be available for pickup 
around December 6 (we will e-mail or 
call you to verify).  And we’d like to 
thank our newest team member, 
Chelsea Ryan, for putting up all those 
posters about our Ten Thousand Vil-
lages sale on November 29.  We hope 
everyone had a chance to attend the 
sale and purchase something special 
from the large selection of fair trade 
items and worldly crafts.  We like the 
idea of gifts that give back to the com-
munity!  Also on November 29, the 
Church and Society team provided 
booklets titled Whose Birthday is it  
Anyway? at the Advent Wreath Making 
Celebration, which offers ideas on 

meaningful ways to celebrate Christ-
mas and live responsibly. If you didn’t 
get a copy at the Advent event, extras 
are available in the church office. We 
encourage you to read the Advent 
writings with loved ones and try a few 
of the sustainable living suggestions! 

Greener Grows Grace, Gifts That Give Back   By Chris St. John, Church and Society Chair 

   Grateful Thanks From  
     Bread for the World 

Bread for the World’s campaign to 
reform U.S. foreign assistance and 
make it more effective in overcoming 
poverty continues to have a big im-
pact.  Thanks to letters written by 
churches like Grace, legislation is 
moving in both the House and Sen-
ate, and the administration is under-
taking a major review of foreign assis-
tance efforts.  During this Christmas 
season, please keep our nation’s lead-
ers in your prayers, asking that they 
pass laws that truly bring hope to the 
poor and hungry around the world.   
 

Heartfelt thanks to all at Grace who 
wrote letters to their representatives in 
Congress on behalf of U.S. foreign  
assistance reform. 
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S ome weeks ago, 
Grace Parish 

Nurse Pam Riley and 
the Grace Church 
Foundation led mem-
bers of our congrega-
tion in a “Five Wishes” 
workshop that detailed 
how to identify and 
make known our 
wishes at the time of 
life’s end.  But as peo-
ple are living longer 
and, particularly, as the 
Baby Boomers are 
coming into retirement 
age, the need for a plan 
before the end of life 
and after the decline of 
self-sufficiency has 
grown dramatically.   
Statistics show that by 
the year 2016, the de-
mand for adult day 
care will have in-
creased a whopping 74 
percent.  Looming ever 
larger for aging adults 
and their loved ones is 
the question of where 
and how the “Golden 
Years” will be spent. 
 

Lynn Schopler and 
Nancy Olenski of 
Golden Elders Adult 
Day Care take that 
question to heart—and 
home.  Last year, Lynn 
opened her Naperville 
home to elderly people 
in need of non-medical 
care in a safe, intimate 
environment.  “My 
mother had Alz-
heimer’s Disease; I’m 
doing this in honor of 
my mom and dad,” said 
Lynn, who saw first-
hand the devastating 
effects of memory loss 
and disease on the eld-
erly.  Nancy, a long-

time Grace member 
and former aide to au-
tistic children, was 
happy to join her 
friend Lynn in this ven-
ture in aging with com-
fort and dignity.  “My 
vision for Golden Eld-
ers is to have an ex-
tended family,” said 
Lynn, whose in-home 
service can accommo-
date up to six clients at 
a time.  Currently, her 
clients range in age 
from 57-94, and all are 
experiencing some de-
gree of memory loss.  
“It can be a real chal-
lenge; people don’t 
want to leave their 
own place, their own 
couch, but being here 
reminds them of 
home.” 
 

For some, adult care 
outside the home is 
the best option.  Par-
ticipants of Ecumenical 
Adult Care of Naper-
ville, founded in 1983 
by Grace and other 
area churches, attend 
day care in the Alfred 
Rubin Community 
Center in downtown 
Naperville.  “My 
grandpa rides the bus 
to the center and en-
joys the activities, es-
pecially the hot lunch!” 
said the grandson of an 
EAC client.  Regardless 
of setting, the hall-
marks of quality adult 
care are universal:  a 
safe environment, 
stimulating physical and 
mental activity, social 
interaction, caring, 
qualified treatment, 
and a dignified quality 

of life.  
Good care 
is also 
measured 
by the trust 
family 
members 
place in 
those car-
ing for 
their loved 
ones while 
they work 
or gain 
some res-
pite and 
peace of 
mind.  Said 
Naperville Mayor 
George Pradel, whose 
mother attended Ecu-
menical Adult Care, 
“The staff made her 
feel like somebody; 
they let her participate 
so she felt like she had 
a big part in life.”  Ac-
cording to Mike Davis, 
Lynn and Nancy’s 
Golden Elders service 
“allowed me time to 
get my business done 
and provided a won-
derful diversion and 
new adventure for my 
dad.” 
 

While routine is com-
forting to frail or mem-
ory impaired adults, 
flexibility is also key.  
“Wherever our clients 
are, we are,” said Lynn, 
a College of DuPage 
psychology instructor 
and counselor whose 
experience helps her   
relate to her clients, no 
matter their stage of 
cognitive or behavioral 
function.  “We try to 
cater to the individual 
interests and ability 

level of each person,” 
added Nancy, who, 
along with Lynn, en-
gages her charges in a 
multitude of activities 
each day, from out-
door walks and local 
field trips to memory 
enhancement games 
and trivia, arts and en-
tertainment, computer 
usage, pet therapy, or 
anything else they are 
interested in doing.  “I 
have a client who likes 
to bake,” said Nancy, 
“so we bake.”  Recog-
nizing that seniors are 
accustomed to being 
productive and helpful, 
Nancy and Lynn also 
involve their clients in 
crafting items suitable 
for sale, with proceeds 
benefiting charities 
such as the Make-a-
Wish Foundation. 
 

As average life expec-
tancy continues to 
grow, so does the de-
mand for quality alter-
natives to traditional 
nursing facilities.  
While it may be diffi-

cult to decide upon—
or even contemplate—
the need for adult care, 
healthy, happy options 
pave the way for a 
smooth life transition. 
 

Golden Elders, located at 
1617 Swallow Street in 
Naperville, offers two 
daily care sessions Mon-
day-Friday, 9:00am-
12:00pm and 1:00pm-
4:00pm, or all day with 
brown bag lunch.  Sched-
uling is flexible and can 
be extended.  For fees 
and further information, 
visit 
www.goldenelders.com or 
contact Lynn Schopler at 
630-983-6860 or 
lynn@schopler.com. 
 

Ecumenical Adult Care is 
located at 305 W. Jack-
son Avenue in the Alfred 
R. Rubin Riverwalk Com-
munity Center in down-
town Naperville.  Hours 
are Monday-Friday, 
7:45am-5:00pm.  Con-
tact Laura Milligan at 
630-357-8166 or Ecu-
menicalads2@aol.com.   
 

Grace-Connected Adult Care Brightens Golden Years   By Barb Ceruti 

Nancy Olenski and a care client prepare for Christmas at the in-
home Golden Elders Adult Day Care in Naperville. 
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Linking Up to Grace                   By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

He chose to be one of us!  God’s son, to 
enter our story, leaving throne and 
crown, to enter our lives in the cradle of 
a stable.  God is come, to make heaven 
available to us, both now and forever.  
Especially in the darkest corners of our 
lives, in the deepest struggles, God and 
Christ are seeking to bring love to bear, 
hope to blossom, seeds of new life to 
grow. 
 

Many of us are trudging some difficult 
paths in valleys we were not prepared to 
visit, be it job change, home change, 
health changes, family changes.  God 
knows our sorrow and struggle and, in 
Christ, comes to walk with us, to share 
the load and to bring healing in the midst.  
This is our Good News of Christmas—
that our God chooses, in Christ, to be 
one OF us, to be one WITH us, and to 
be one FOR us in our lives!  Let us take 
heart and not fear as we go these lonely 
roads, keeping our heads up, our hearts 
open to receive the comfort and hope 

that Christ can bring for a light to shine 
in our darkness and a way to open up for 
a blessed future.  This is OUR Good 
News, but as Christians, we know it is 
not just for us; it is also for us to share!  
And we most often find, as we are able 
to share this Good News with others 
who are in dark places like ours, we are 
blessed with God’s love returned over-
flowing to us.   
 

With whom can we share this Good 
News this season, and in what ways?  
We have had a season of special giving 
opportunities, to offer support to Third 
World farmers, craftspeople, artisans, 
and still we have opportunities through 
the Heifer Project to bring blessing to 
those struggling to make a living, and sim-
ply live.  We also have opportunities to 
volunteer for different events and ser-
vices...to go with Grace folks to Trinity 
UMC with our Christmas gifts for their 
children and youth, to volunteer at  
Hesed House and Loaves & Fishes.   

Naperville CARES or the 
YMCA may have volun-
teer or giving opportuni-
ties as well.  Many worthy 
agencies offer ways for us to demon-
strate the Good News of Christ, bringing 
forgiveness, new life, and everlasing love 
into our lives here and now.   
 

But we can also keep our eyes and hearts 
open to the struggles of neighbors, col-
leagues, clerks at the grocery store, at 
the gas station...people who may need a 
word of cheer, a casserole for supper, an 
invitation to come and see the Good 
News at our church.  We have wonder-
ful concerts, worship that will bring 
blessing and inspiration, and a community 
of faith and love that can surround and 
uplift those in need.  Bring someone 
home to God’s house this season, and 
offer God’s peace and hope to His chil-
dren. 
 

Walking with you in faith, 
 

December 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair  
 

We are blessed at Grace 
to have a community and membership 
that sustains a commitment to God and 
service through difficult times as well as 
good. Thanks to the superb leadership 
of Paul Carpenter, the Stewardship and 
Finance team, all of the volunteers who 
carried pledge cards out to homes, and 
most importantly to you, our members, 
we have succeeded in matching support 
given in 2009 as a means of carrying us 
through 2010. Though we have held up 
well through 2009, we have not been 
immune to the impact of the economy 
on our members and have found it nec-
essary to include some restructuring in 
our budget and plans for 2010. More 
specific details on this will be communi-
cated throughout December. 
 

As the effects of this prolonged eco-
nomic retraction roll down into ever 
more local communities, we can expect 
to be drawn as a church family into 

disquieting change—change not sought, 
nor enjoyed, but nevertheless upon us. 
Individual Grace members have been 
experiencing such imposed change 
events already for much of 2009, and 
we’ve all become aware of economi-
cally driven job losses, failed businesses, 
and losses of homes. These add to the 
unexpected events of our family lives, 
such as the loss of a family member or 
a job-related relocation, requiring us to 
adapt, adjust and change our daily pat-
terns of living. 
 

On the one hand, change can be terri-
bly off-putting and can appear to take 
away relationships and aspects of our 
lives upon which we depend and dearly 
treasure. On the other, change can be 
an opportunity for renewal, a challenge 
to stretch our creative and adaptive 
capabilities, revealing God-given talents 
and bringing to the surface unrecog-
nized needs that lead us to new hori-
zons. Though our 2010 Budget Plan 
incorporates change in structure and 

approach, we affirm our continuing 
strong commitment to Family Ministry 
and growth, a heritage of Grace 
through all of its years, as revealed in 
the 2009-10 Annual Report. For contin-
ued success, we will all need to recon-
sider our level of engagement with the 
church. All members will be needed, 
engaged and active in our programs, in 
our services and, most importantly, in 
our leadership, enabling Grace to reach 
out to those in need. Those in need are 
around us and amongst us. We can do 
this, and we’ll be the better for it. 
 

Remember, as part of our commitment 
to growth, you have the opportunity 
each week to welcome someone into 
the Grace family, to bring a new talent 
and passion to bear in our mission 
work, or to fulfill a need of a person 
seeking a church home. Make some-
thing happen! Each and every one of us 
can make a difference, and together we 
are a movement. Remember to wear 
your nametag! 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Sandra Burr, cousin of Gaye Lynn Loufek 
Bree Culp, niece of Scott and Judy Abderhalden 
Jennifer Johnson, friend of Ruth Wills 
Mary Lange, mother of Steve Lange 
Rick Pitfick, brother-in-law of John Bodine 
Gerard Tardif, brother of Anne-Marie Modery 
Jerry Whiteman, brother of Kathy Bessey 

Baptisms 
 

William Thomas, son of Cliff and Heidi Kalish, was baptized on 
November 15 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Glenna Holloway won the 2009 Illinois Senior Poet Laureate 
Award with her Dorn septet “Losing the Farm”  
Dorothy Gebbie celebrates her 92nd birthday on December 8; 
send greetings to 250 Village Dr., Room 344, Downers Grove, IL  
60516 
Kenneth Dorsch celebrates his 95th birthday on December 10; 
send greetings to 310 Martin Ave., Apt. 124, Naperville, IL 60540 
Samantha Gilmer and Richard O’Halloran were  
married on October 16 
Megan Dugan and Kevin Ginley were married on November 7 

Welcome, New Members 
                Names in bold indicate new member of Grace 
 

Erin (Denning) and Rene Brignac and son Spencer, 7 months 
Mike and Vanessa Coffey, associate members 
Chris Loechel and Jeannette Hanson 
Tim and Kathleen Lathrop 
Jesse and Maggie Schnute, daughter Ashlyn, 5, and son Ian, 2 
Justin and Leah Travis 

Letters 
 

To all who remembered me in prayer and with phone calls and beautiful 
cards, please accept my heartfelt thanks.  I am especially grateful for the 
beautiful prayer shawl (which has seen a good amount of use) as well as 
for the several visits and bedside prayers of Pastors Bill and Don.  I feel 
blessed to be a part of the Family of Grace. 
      —-Judy Goist 
 

I want to thank everyone for all the prayers, hope and encouragement 
that you shared with me and my family after my granddaughter, Ava 
Hope Murray, was born so early. After arriving thirteen weeks early and 
weighing only 1 pound, 12 ounces, she finally came home two weeks 
before her due date of November 22. Rachel and Jamie so appreciate 
knowing that there have been so many people praying for them all. Ava 
weighs 6 pounds, 8 ounces, and is going through the three-month growth 
spurt most babies have. She continues to have high blood pressure,  
stridor (a noise she makes when she breathes, which will hopefully disap-
pear soon) and reflux, which may be the cause of her high blood pres-
sure. A rare breathing spell still makes Rachel and Jamie very nervous 
new parents.  Your continued prayers for them and for Ava's health to 
continue to be guided by God's healing touch are still welcomed. Thank 
you so much for all you do to convey the love of Jesus Christ to others. 
Life is a miracle, and little ones like Ava remind us of the love and care 
God has for each of us.  
 

Rachel is still writing occasional updates on the caring bridge website: 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/avamurray 
      —Pam Riley 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order they are received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is Reze, a two-year-old Hungarian Vizsla.  We met 
her last month, but her photo turned out a bit too dark 
for all the light she brings to those she loves!  Thanks to 
Jolene and Ken Arends for honoring our request for an-
other shot of their “granddog” and to all who responded 
to our call for animal photos.  Look for them in future 
issues of Grace Notes! 

   Fall Fundraisers Enjoy Great Success 
• Update:  Grace raised $5,850 in the annual CROP 

Walk on October 18.  Thank you to all our walkers 
and sponsors who helped the fight against hunger! 

• Many thanks to all who worked on and supported our 
United Methodist Women’s November 7 and 8 Mis-
tletoe Marketplace holiday bazaar, silent auction, 
and quilt drawing.  Your time, dedication and contribu-
tions to this event helped to bring in over $8,600 for 
local, national and global missions!   

• Youth Ministry’s Soup and Pie Luncheon on  
November 15 exceeded last year’s donations, getting 
us off to a great start on our two mission trips to  
Asheville, NC, and Grand Rapids, MI, this summer.  
Many thanks to all who pro-
vided soup ingredients and/or 
pies, prepared and served 
food at the luncheon, at-
tended the luncheon and/or 
purchased soup.   

 


