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Get a gift, give a gift!  Once again, 
the African jewelry was a big hit, 
offered between services in 
honor of World AIDS Day on 
December 2.  Seeds of Grace 
sends the proceeds from jewelry 
sales back to PEMA, an organiza-
tion of impoverished families af-
fected by HIV/AIDS.  The income 
from jewelry sales provides food, 
shelter and education for their 
vulnerable children and orphans.  
Learn more about Seeds of 
Grace at 
www.seedsofgracesite.org. 
 

The PEMA jewelry is now avail-
able at the Naperville Cultural 
Center in downtown Naperville, 
so be sure to stop and shop!  
 

What a blessing to have Dr. Lahi 
Luhahi and his wife, Yema, with 
us the first weekend of Decem-
ber!  As our Kenyan Methodist 
missionaries, they help us under-
stand how AIDS/HIV affects us all 
and how each of us can choose 
to make a difference.  Just imag-
ine—there is only one doctor for 
every 10,000 people in Kenya, 
which is the size of Texas!  To 
put things in perspective, Edward 
Hospital alone has over 850 phy-
sicians.  
 

Both of the Luhahis have been in-
strumental in the growth of the 
Kenya Methodist University and 
continue to accept donations for 
their project to expand a mater-
nal/child health facility.  Thank 
you to the Grace Forum class for 
having the Luhahis as their guest 
speaker! 

A Letter from a Grace Family Member 
Dear Friends, 
According to Paul, one of the gifts of the Spirit is the working of 
miracles (Romans 12)… 
 

The postponement of knee surgery, which has been done and 
he is doing well; the gathering of family from north and south; 
the availability of space and people to put it all together.  Ac-
cording to Paul, “All things work together for good.”   
 

Some things I expected to happen, but I didn’t have the slightest 
thought of any kind of recognition or presentation.  The crystal 
engraved art piece has a place of honor in my home.   
 

I am not easily surprised, but I am deeply grateful for the sup-
port of Pastors and Staff in all that was said and done to make 
my 90th birthday a most cherished and memorable event.   
 

It has been said that “Friends are the family we choose for our-
selves.”  I say, “My friends, if I could give you one thing, I would 
wish for you the ability to see yourselves as others see you.  
Then you would realize what truly special people you are.”   
 

Thanks be to God and my Grace Church Family.      

    —Winnie Graver 
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c raise the Lord!  
Praise him with 
trumpet sound; 
praise him with lute 

and harp!  Praise him with tambourine 
and dance; praise him with strings and 
pipe!  Praise him with loud clashing 
cymbals!  Let everything that breathes 
praise the Lord!  (Psalm 150).   
 

The Christmas season is in full swing, 
and Grace Church is offering a dy-
namic schedule of Christmas worship 
services and events involving all of our 
pastors, music and drama groups, and 
one very exciting guest ensemble!  
Beginning December 1 and 2 with the 
New Life Singers and Grace Bell En-
semble’s “Christmas Cantata” and the 
children and youth’s “’Twas the Year 
Before Christmas,” Christmastime at 
Grace is alive and singing all month 
long.  Come join us at Grace! 
 

Sunday, Dec. 16, 8:15, 9:30, 11am 
“The Heavens Are Telling,” a Christ-
mas concert for choir, orchestra and 
congregation, presented by the Chan-
cel Choir and Orchestra. 

 

Friday, Dec. 21, 7:30pm 
Longest Night Service, Pastor Bob  
Atkins 
 

Saturday, Dec. 22, 5:30pm 
Communion and Christmas music 
with Vickie Wagner 
 

Sunday, Dec. 23 
8:15am-New Life Singers 
9:30 and 11:00 am-The Synergy 
Brass Quintet, one of the nation’s 
most exciting, versatile brass quintets.  
Known for their technical virtuosity, out-
standing showmanship, and diverse pro-
gramming, this ensemble has performed 
at some of the world’s most prestigious 
music festivals.  Don’t miss this gift to our 
Grace family and the community! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
12:00pm-Communion Service with 
Pastor Don Niswonger and music 
from the Grace Bell Ensemble 

3:00pm-Children’s Service with  
Pastor Bob Atkins and music from the 
Angelus and Cherub Choirs 

4:30pm-Children’s Service with  
Pastor Bob Atkins and music from the 
Junior Singers and Children’s Bell  
Ensemble 

7:00pm-Youth-led Service with  
Pastor Lisa Telomen and Gaye Lynn 
Loufek; music from His Grace and  
“A Medieval Christmas Festival” with 
the Grace Youth Chorale 
9:00pm-Communion Service with 
Pastor Bob Atkins and music from the 
New Life Singers 
11:00pm-Candlelight Lessons and 
Carols with Pastor Bob Atkins and 
music from the Chancel Choir,  
Naperville Brass Ensemble and  
woodwind trio 
Christmas Day-10:00 a.m.  Join us 
around the tree in Fellowship Hall! 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS AT GRACE! 

The world-renowned Synergy Brass Quintet 
will be at Grace December 23, 9:30 & 11 am 

 

Photos 
courtesy  
of Dick 
Trondsen 

Advent Sunday,  
December 2 

A Christmas Cantata 

Wreath Making 

‘Twas the Year Before  
Christmas 
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Pastor’s Journal 
Finding Support 
 

Ed told me this story:  he and his wife, Mary, thought they could handle the religious education of 
their children without institutional religion.  They felt comfortable without the Church in their own 
lives, yet they wanted their kids to grow up with an awareness and appreciation of God and faith.  
So, when in the midst of December’s Christmas celebration, Ed’s oldest son (then seven years old) 

asked, “Who is this baby Jesus anyway?,” Ed realized that he needed assistance in talking about God with his kids.  It 
was just not happening without outside help. 
 

Ed and Mary decided to look for a church that would help them tell the stories of the Bible with their children.  They 
wanted a church that would help them deal with serious questions of faith and religion in an age-appropriate way.  
They wanted a church that would help them sort out the deep issues of life with their kids.  They wanted a church 
with which they could be partners, one that reflected their deeply held values and could even challenge them as adults 
to deepen their faith. 
 

Finding a faith home is important work.  It is sometimes made easier by historic family ties to a particular religious 
background, sometimes not.  Like most things that are good for you, becoming part of the faith community that is 
right for you requires making the effort to search for it.  Come to church, return regularly to the community of faith.  
Your Church can be your partner as you seek to answer life’s questions with your children, and yourselves. 
 

          Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Bob’s “Journal” also appears each month in Positively Naperville 
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Q uilts, towels, center-
pieces, candles, ornaments, 
note cards, Kenyan jewelry,  
pillows, cookies, pies. These 
were just some of the items 
festively arranged for sale in 
Fellowship Hall November 3 
at the United Methodist 
Women’s annual Mistletoe 
Marketplace.  Over 80 items 
were up for bid in our Silent 
Auction, and scores of 
names lay in a box, waiting 
to be pulled in a drawing for 
the beautiful queen-sized, 
hand-crafted  
“Grandmother’s Garden” 
quilt and other treasures 
made by Grace Quilters.  All 
told, $9,400 was raised for 
local, national and world 
mission projects aiding fami-
lies, women and children!  
Remaining items were on 
sale November 4 in the  
Activity Center.  Many 

thanks to all who crafted or 
donated items, baked, 
cooked, and helped with the 
event.  Because of you, 
UMW can continue its great 
work for missions! 
 

Congratulations to Jennifer 
Hilsenbeck Huver, whose 
name was drawn for 
“Grandmother’s Garden” 
quilt, and to Ruth Trondsen, 
Carolyn Palpiaz and Sue 
Mocny, whose names were 
called for other beautiful 
quilted items.   

Mistletoe Marketplace Raises $9,400! 
The Magnificat 
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 

servant.  Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name.  His mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation.  He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up 
the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 
the rich away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, in  
remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made 
to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

A Classic Christmas Greeting 

A Word About Bulk Mail 
Grace Notes is delivered to your mailboxes 
via bulk mail, which allows for a less expen-
sive postage rate per piece and can take 

anywhere from one day to two weeks for delivery.  
Some call it “Snail Mail,” and rightly so.  We apolo-
gize for any news in this or future newsletters that is 
received after an event has occurred, but because of 
the unpredictable delivery schedule of bulk mail, late 
news cannot always be avoided.   

Shoppers at Mistletoe Market-
place peruse tables of goods. 
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Youth and 
Faith:  Your 
BIGBIG  
Questions! 
Young adulthood is a 

time when people can begin to have 
questions, concerns or even doubts 
about their faith.  Teens may ask them-
selves, what do I really believe?  How 
can I know that what I’ve been taught 
in church is true?  What if I believe 
something different?  What does it all 
really mean?  If you are14 or older and 
would be interested in a casual, off-
site discussion group with your peers 
and a spiritually knowledgeable adult or 
two that will not “preach” to you and 
will hear your thoughts and questions 
openly and acceptingly, please contact 
Grace Youth Ministries Assistant Ericka 
Wagner at 630-369-5004.  Remember, 
this is a casual sharing of questions and 
ideas.  It’s not like church at all—no 
sermons and no parents (at least not 
your own)! 
 

Thank You to the People of 
Grace! 
Our Thanksgiving food collection for 
the Loaves and Fishes food pantry was 
a huge success!  Thanks to the generos-
ity of our church, over 50 bags of gro-
ceries were delivered to the pantry.  
The volunteers working there that day 
were very grateful for all the food we 
donated.  Loaves and Fishes supports 
over 500 families in Naperville.  This 
collection will help them continue this 
important outreach.  Thank you! 
 

  —Bob Owensby 
 

 
 
Grace Christmas Worship and Music 
Events (see page one) 
 

Blood Drive Dec. 17  At no time of year 
is there a greater need for blood than dur-
ing the holidays, when people are traveling 
all over the country and world.  Give the 
gift of life this Christmas by donating blood 
here at Grace on Monday, December 17, 
3:00-7:30pm, in Fellowship Hall.  Walk-ins 
are welcome.  Donors will receive a free 
sweatshirt from Heartland Blood Centers!  
Photo I.D. required. 
 

Women’s Circles Dec. 18 
• Martha-Esther will meet Tuesday, 

Dec. 18.  We’ll gather in the Fireside 
Room at 9:15 a.m., then carpool to Egg 
Harbor for Christmas Brunch!  All are 
welcome to join this fun, friendly group 
of Christian women.  We will continue 
our study of God’s purpose for our lives 
and programs for 2008.  Reserve free 
child care with Leslie Stapleton at 630-
961-3904.   

• Sarah will meet Tuesday, Dec. 18, at 
9:15 a.m. in the home of Sandy Bray for 
Christmas Brunch.  Please bring a cov-
ered dish to share and three dozen 
cookies to exchange. 

• Priscilla will meet Tuesday, Dec. 18 
(not the 11th!), in the home of Ruth 
Wills at 6:30 p.m. for a potluck dinner.  
Please remember your items for Loaves 
and Fishes. 

 

Lenten Devotions Due!  We still have 
room for a few more Lenten devotions for 
our 2008 Lenten devotions booklet, mailed 
to your homes mid-January.  Our theme 
this year is “Unbinding Your World.” 
There is a suggestion/guideline sheet to 
help you along in the church office.  Please 
contact Angela McCurdy at  
angelamc803@yahoo.com or 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org with ques-
tions or to submit your devotions. 
 

Beth Moore Bible Study Resumes  Join 
us Monday mornings, beginning January 
14, from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in Room 224 for 
“Believing God,” a 10-session Bible 
study by Beth Moore based on Isaiah 43:10.  
The lives of Abraham, Moses and others  
from Hebrews 11 will be studied through  
daily personal assignments and weekly  
video-centered small group discussions.   

 
 
Please contact Annette Swanson (630-420-
9538) or Julie Utter (630-922-4157) to 
order your study guide and attend this 
study, or for more information. 
 

Office Volunteers Needed!  Our church 
office is in great need of volunteer recep-
tionists during the months of January, Feb-
ruary and March, both morning and after-
noon shifts.  Please contact Joan Meador at 
630-898-0375 for training before Christmas 
and availability. 
 

Prayer Shawl Knitters Needed  We 
are once again out of prayer shawls for our 
Prayer Shawl Ministry and are, thus, in need 
of knitters and crocheters who can craft 
shawls for this wonderful ministry of com-
fort and care.  We meet on the third Sun-
day of every month at 7:00 p.m., but we 
appreciate those who can knit and crochet  
from home as well.  Please contact Pam 
Riley at 630-355-1748 if you can help knit 
or crochet for this very important ministry. 
 

“Created by God” Begins in January 
Grace’s six-week human sexuality course 
for 5th and 6th graders and their parents 
begins Sunday, January 20.  This compre-
hensive course educates children in an 
open, candid manner, while also exploring 
why God created us the way He did and 
what He wants for us in terms of love and 
sexuality.  Watch for information to come 
in the mail; contact Margaret Harrison at 
630-355-1748 with questions or concerns. 
 

God and Country Religious Awards 
Need Volunteers  Grace’s children’s min-
istry needs people to help with the God 
and Country Religious Awards program, 
beginning in January.  This program is open 
to all children in 1st-6th grades and is of 
particular value to those in scouting who 
are trying to earn these awards.   
 

Book Club Meets in January  The 
Grace Book Club meets again on Wednes-
day, January 30, 12:45 p.m.  We will be 
discussing Suite Francaise, by Irene Nemi-
rovsky.  Location TBA. 
 

One More Young Ringer Needed  
Children’s Bell Ensemble is in need of one 
more young ringer.  The ability to read 
music is helpful, but not required for chil-
dren older than fourth grade.  Contact  
Director Angela Sterchi at 630-357-3581. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Man From Aldersgate 
John Wesley portrayed by  

award-winning actor Roger Nelson 
At Grace Jan. 13, 2008, 6:30 pm 

Experience the award-winning  
performance of the life and times of 

John Wesley, the man who rode over 
250,000 miles to bring spiritual  

renewal to England and America! 
 

Visit www.a1manplay.com 

Church announcements 
also appear weekly in 
“Grace in Mission,” our 
Sat/Sunday bulletin insert 
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See page one of this newsletter for all of our exciting  
musical events here at Grace from December 16 
through Christmas Eve. 
 

Grace Bells Receive Generous Bell Donation 
Thanks to Grace flute player Cynthia Rupp, the Grace Bell 
Choirs have an expanded bell collection and accoutre-
ments.  In memory of her late husband, Herbert, Cynthia 
donated hand chimes to Grace last year and, this year, 
three octaves of new hand bells, liturgically colored stoles, 
three folding/traveling tables, and a new portable case for 
the children’s bell collection to be used when they go car-
oling and to workshops.  Cynthia has also given a great deal 
of her time and expertise in helping Grace Bell Ensemble 
Director Val Dudley choose fabric for new pads, which 
Cynthia covered herself.  She also sewed new skirting for 
the tables.  “Playing bells is not only physically and mentally 
challenging, but it requires a lot of expensive equipment,” 
said Grace bell player Cheryl Ameiss, who is Cynthia’s 
daughter.  “As a bell choir, we are so very blessed to have 
such enthusiastic support from Cynthia Rupp—our grateful 
thanks!” said Cheryl and Val.   
 

Thank You, Jr. Singers and Children’s Bells! 
On Sunday, December 9, our Junior Singers and Children’s 
Bell Ensemble traveled to Fairview Baptist Home in Down-
ers Grove and Katharine Manor in Naperville to bring 
Christmas carols to residents of these homes.  The Junior 
Singers also caroled to some of our shut-ins.  Thank you to 

the children, Junior Singers Director Lynn Leitzen, Chil-
dren’s Bell Director Angela Sterchi, and all the parents who 
helped drive and supported their children in ministering to 
others through music. 

 

Make Music a Part of Your Life in ‘08! 
From Dan Wagner, Grace Minister of Music 

 

E ven as we in the music and worship ministries go into 
high gear for all of the Advent and Christmas festivi-

ties, we are also looking ahead to 2008.  The New Year is a 
great time to get involved in one of the many vocal and in-
strumental ministries that are ongoing at Grace.  The New 
Year brings to mind the big questions about how we’re in-
vesting in our lives, and music ministry is one great way to 
use those gifts in a way that brings joy to others while being 
blessed yourself!  Here are just a few of the opportunities 
for January: 
 

• The Chancel Choir has openings for all voice parts, espe-
cially tenors and basses 

• The Grace Praise Team would like to add to our rotating 
roster of singers and band members 

• Brass Players:  We’d like to begin an ongoing resident 
ensemble of advanced high school through adult players 
who would like to rehearse and play on a regular basis—
let us know you’re out there! 

• Orchestral Players:  Let us know you’re out there, too! 
• Youth Chorale will launch a spring musical early in 2008!  

Students in grades 8-12 are welcome 
• And much more!  Please contact Music Minister Dan 

Wagner at 630-355-1748 or danwagner@peopleofgrace.org 
to make music a part of your life at Grace in 2008!   

The Church Council “Listening Post” has 
been set up one Sunday over each of the 
last two months with a focus on “What 
would you like to see on the Grace web 
site?” Thanks to those who stopped to pro-
vide some ideas and input. We have ideas 
for better links to external resources, po-
tentially enabling sermons, Grace photos, 
and music to be made accessible. For great-
est freedom of content for the site, we may 
need to set up a log-in for Grace members; 
this will be explored as well. For January 
2008, we’ll post a new topic and look for 
your ideas and input on “What kind of 
Men’s Ministry needs to be available at 
Grace?” We’ll have one table to get input 
from the men and one for the women! 
Think we’ll be hearing the same things at 
both tables? 
 

With the departure of Jeff Hartman from 

our Youth Program, we have had to shift 
gears to a letter-based process for our 
2008 Giving Campaign. The contact with 
each of our members will be a little less 
personal, but we expect our members to 
respond as generously as they have in the 
past. Please submit your pledge cards at 
your first opportunity so that we can do 
justice to the ambitious program plans to 
expand our ability “to change the world.” 
 

I will also ask you to be aware, as you are at  
Grace for worship on Sundays or at various 
activities during the week, of what a dy-
namic and vital place our church continues 
to be. Particularly at this time of year, there 
isn’t a night of the week without a buzz of 
activity, whether it be music, learning pro-
grams, preparations for drama or decora-
tions, planning for mission work in Africa, 
coordinating support for Hesed House in 

Aurora—you name it. Grace is constantly 
busy with people making things happen for 
our members, our community, and the 
world. It’s amazing, humbling, and gratifying 
to see the diversity of our work! 
 

Our Natural Church Development Program 
is moving forward with random selections 
already made from amongst our active con-
gregation members for a survey to assess 
Grace UMC’s strengths and weaknesses. 
Steve Sakats is leading this process, and 
survey results will be processed and sum-
marized for review at the January Church 
Council meeting. Also presented will be 
recommendations for actions to address 
areas with opportunity for improvement. 
 

Remember to wear those name tags, and 
don’t forget to greet someone you don’t 
know each Sunday – make a new friend! 

Church Council Update    by John Bodine 
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T ransformed by the artistic flair of 
each table hostess and her guests, 

Fellowship Hall positively sparkled  
November 28 at the 2nd Annual 
“Celebrate the Season” women’s event, 
sponsored by the Grace Evangelism 
Committee.  More than 20 tables, seat-
ing 220 women, were decorated with 
the finest of holiday dishes, napkins, 

center-
pieces 
and 
unique 
flour-
ishes 
that 
gave 
each 

setting a personality of its own.   
 

Before dinner, catered by Clara’s Italian 
restaurant and served buffet-style by 
the men of Grace, guests spent nearly 
45 minutes viewing the beautiful display 
of tables.  After a delicious dinner of 
chicken and pasta, the evening pro-
gressed to the sanctuary, where author 
and keynote speaker Charlene Ann 
Baumbich entertained guests with a 
look at the holiday season that was at 
once humorous and moving.  Often 
evoking belly laughs, Ms. Baumbich also 
brought her audience to reflect upon 
the distinctive sights, sounds and smells 
of Christmas, favorite childhood 
Christmas memories and, above all, the 
Christ child whose birth we celebrate 
each year at this time. 

“What happens is what 
happens,” said Baumbich 
repeatedly, reminding us 
that things don’t have to 
be perfectly in order, all 
“to do” lists completed, 
for us to truly enjoy—to 
cherish—the Christmas 
season.  The charismatic 
speaker joked about the 
panic! brought on by the 
Christmas season, ulti-
mately helping us to remember that 
even amidst the chaos, there is peace in 
our Lord Jesus.   
 

Vickie Wagner led women in two 
hymns, and her closing solo, “Heaven’s 
Child,” brought many to tears.  Judy 
Shotts closed the evening in prayer.  
Many thanks are in order for this very 
special evening:   
 

“Celebrate the Season” Steering Com-
mittee:  Kim Scharafin (Chair), Stepha-
nie Flatt, Amy Hashimi, Susan Patton, 
Judy Shotts, Julie Utter. 
 

Table Hostesses:  Dorotha Bender, 
JoEllen Bender, Kathy Bessey, Julie 
Cunningham, Sandy Ejupi, Sharon Fer-
guson, Stephanie Flatt, Margaret Harri-
son, Amy Hashimi, Fran Himel, Sharon 
Keenan, Candyce Krumwiede, Julie 
Lichter, Ellie Lindsay, Joan Meador, 
Darlene Noerenberg, Susan Patton,  
Judi Poland, Jodie Pugh, Kim Scharafin, 
Julie Schlegel, Lorraine Scoville, Judy 
Shotts, Leslie Stapleton, Joyce Stuart, 
Julie Utter, Lillian Volz, Ruth Wills. 

 

The men of Grace who served us: 
Dale Scholtens (Chair), Scott Abderhal-
den, John Bodine, Ollie Burrows, Paul 
Carpenter, Don Chivas, Jerry Cornett, 
Mike Doll, Bill Harrison, Ali Hashimi, 
Bob Husselbee, Dave Kronbach, Dave 
Krumwiede, Ed Leedy, Jeff Meador, Les 
Pauls, Steve Peters, Bob Poland, John 
Ridder, Steve Sakats, Joe Schofield, Del 
Spaits, John Utter, Harold Workman. 
 

Sound Engineer:  Bob Schmitt; Book 
Table Attendants:  Marlene Atkins, 
George Baumbich, Freda Whittle; and 
special thanks to Dale Scholtens for all 
of his help organizing servers. 

“Celebrate the Season” a Wonderful Evening Again This Year 

Believe it or not, our 3-year capital 
commitment campaign ended in May 
of this year, and Grace gave over 
92% of our total pledged amount.  
Thanks to all who gave so gener-
ously—your gifts totaled 
$1,533,579.20.!  Because of your 
commitments, we now have 
brighter hallways, restrooms, and 
classrooms with new carpet, added 
security features, flexible, functional 

chancel space, a magnificent new 
pipe organ,  new chancel furniture, 
and a beautifully renovated sanctuary.  
Truly, we are blessed to have such 
wonderful improvements to our 
church home.   
 

Our expenses to install and con-
struct these improvements totaled 
$1,712,133.79, considerably less than 
our original $1.8 million budget.  
Congratulations, and thanks to John 
Bodine and all of those who helped 
him on the Building Committee.    
As you can see from these numbers, 
there is still a need to close our build-

ing fund gap.  To allow for future gifts 
toward this or other capital im-
provements, Grace has established a 
Capital Reserve Fund, through which 
we have an opportunity to contrib-
ute gifts for recently completed 
renovations or future capital needs 
of our Church.  We also established 
a memorial and honorarium fund for 
specific items, including furnishings for 
both the chancel , sanctuary and 
sacristy spaces. Some of these items 
are still available for memorial/
honorarium donations.   
 

If there are generous Grace givers 

who would like to make gifts to 
either the Capital Reserve Fund or 
the Memorial/Honorarium pro-
grams or would like further informa-
tion, please contact Tom Blair, Capi-
tal Campaign Chairperson (630-548-
3074), or John Benedict, Chairper-
son of Stewardship and  
Finance (630-820-7431), for further 
information.  Again, thanks to all of 
you who gave so generously and 
made our renovation program a 
huge success!   
   
  —Tom Blair 

Capital Campaign 
Completed!   
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W ho is the Christ, this Jesus, who 
is born among us this Christmas?  
Looking forward to the coming of the 
Messiah, Isaiah called him Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  Certainly, this 
Jesus makes all of these Messianic  
titles more accessible to us:  this 
Mighty God, who chooses to become 
better known to us by being born as 
one of us; the Everlasting Father, who 
gives up his son for us to understand 
forgiveness better; the Wonderful 
Counselor, who breathes into us the 
breath of life and comes to guide us 
into newness of life when Jesus goes 
to live with God; the Prince of Peace, 
Jesus, who teaches us how to build 
peace with love, understanding, grace 
and forgiveness among all peoples…. 
 

Howard Thurman, one of my favorite 
theologians, wrote a Christmas poem 

that captures for me the wonder of 
Christmas and the wonder of the 
Christian faith in our lives: 
 

When the song of angels is stilled,  
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and the princes are 
home, 
When the shepherds are back with their 
flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the cities, 
To bring peace among nations, 
To make music in the heart. 
 

I pray that this Christmas, as we share 
the healing music of Christ’s birth, we 
will find ways to share that music with 
other hurting hearts, to heal the bro-
ken.  I pray that as we marvel at the 
love of God to come into our lives, 

we will find ways to 
make that same marvel-
ous love of God come 
alive in other lives, to 
find the lost, feed the hungry…  
  

I pray that as we experience the peace 
of the Christ child’s message, the 
grace and forgiveness that allow us to 
re-start our hearts and lives in love, 
we can be a part of the ministries and 
the mission of God, to rebuild the cit-
ies, and to bring that peace among our 
families, communities, and all nations.  
  

May the song, the star, the kings and 
shepherds all inspire us to carry on 
their work of directing all peoples to 
the wondrous, mighty, everlasting  
peace of God offered to all peoples, in 
the Christ child – now and forever,  
Amen. 
 In His love,    

Linking Up to Grace 

D uring this year, the 300th 
anniversary of the birth 

of Charles Wesley has been 
celebrated throughout the 
world, particularly in England 
and the United States.  At Ep-
worth By the Sea in St. Simons 
Island, Georgia (headquarters 
for the Georgia Conference), 
the Charles Wesley Festival 
was held September 27-29, 

2007, featuring scholarly lec-
tures, choral presentations 
and a musical drama called 
“Sweet Singer,” which was 
debuted at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City in 1985 to a 
sold-out house.  He was com-
memorated in the Calendar of 
Saints of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America on 
March 2 with his 
brother, John.  In 
addition, the Gos-
pel Music Asso-
ciation recog-
nized his musical 

contributions to 
the art of gospel 
music in 1995 by listing his 
name in the Gospel Music Hall 
of Fame!  In England, May 24 is 
known to all Methodists as 
“Wesley Day.”  This date com-
memorates the spiritual awak-
ening of first Charles, then 
John, in 1738.   
 

In the village of Epworth, there 
was a flower festival on May 
26-28 with arrangements rep-
resenting some of Charles 
Wesley’s hymns. 
 

When commemorating a per-
son of note, it is usual to look 
back at his/her contribution 
and to give thanks for what 
he/she accomplished during 

that lifetime, then to 
look at how it played a 
part in further devel-
opments building upon 
it.  I’d like to suggest 
that what we mainly 
remember Charles 
Wesley for is not just 

to be admired, then placed on 
a shelf with other historic 
memorabilia.  The hymns of 
Charles Wesley are not just for 
his lifetime, but for ours and 
that of the future.   
 

It is difficult to discuss one 
Wesley brother’s life without 

discussing the other’s—indeed 
the lives of Charles and John’s 
parents and grandparents too.  
It is a fascinating picture:  a 
long line of priests in the Angli-
can Church on both sides; 
Charles and John’s parents 
both solidly on the side of the 
Church of England, their grand-
parents Dissenters.  The quali-
ties of sharp intellect, pursuit   
(continued on next page) 
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The hymns of 
Charles Wesley 
are not just for 
his lifetime, but 
for ours and for 

the future. 

Charles Wesley 
Born:  Dec. 18, 1707 
Epworth, Lincolnshire, 

England 
 

Died:  Mar. 29, 1788 
London, England 

 

Buried:  Marylebone  
Parish Church, London 

 

5  
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Grace Personals 
 

Sympathies to the Friends & Families of… 
 

Reuben A. Brue, father of Debbie Robinson 
Anna Kauffman, mother of Lorie Flaherty 
Hyo Lee, wife of Rev. Kangse Lee of Epworth UMC 
Wilma Roge, a former Grace member 
Baby Ella, a Haitian child loved by Ericka Wagner 
 

Celebrations 
Matthew Thomas Hultgren, son of Dan and Sue Hult-
gren, and Helen Failing were married September 1, 2007 
Ryan and Jack, sons of Melissa and Ed Krzyzanowski and 
grandsons of Nancy Barrow Lindberg, were born  
November 6, 2007 
Madeline Anna, daughter of Jennifer and Dan Hay and 
granddaughter of Bob and Margaret Schmitt, was born  
November 13, 2007 
Kay Pepiot, daughter of Phyllis Pepiot, and Bill Laudando 
were married November 23, 2007 
 

Baptisms 
Lily Zofia, daughter of Christopher and Elizabeth Kobiljak, 
was baptized on November 11, 2007 
Greyson Hunter, son of John and Hollie Ervin, was  
baptized on November 11, 2007 
 

Letters of Thanks 
Dear Grace United Methodist Church, 
Thank you so much for your prayers, thoughts and concerns in regard 
to our daughter, Jillian File.  It is so greatly appreciated and means so 
much to us.  Jillian is continuing to heal and is doing better every day.  
     

    —Jeff and Laura File 
 

Dear Family and Friends, 
It is with great joy that I share with you the results from our “Light the 
Night” walk and fundraiser with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety that took place in September.  Team Schlegel—Make It Count 
raised over $9,600!  We almost doubled our goal, and it would not 
have been possible without your help.  In light of the season of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, it gives me cause for some great reflec-
tion.  I am so thankful for all of you, for your support, your generosity, 
and your efforts to keep Tom’s legacy alive.  Having us all come to-
gether, under a common goal to raise money to help others battling 
and fighting these cancers gives hope to all who may be weary and 
strength to families affected by these blood cancers to continue on 
their journey.  So, thank you all from the bottom of our hearts.  The 
night of the walk was a wonderful event.  It held so much promise 
and hope that someday a cure will be found.  And I have to believe 
that in some way, shape or form, Tom was watching with that big 
smile of his, proud of our efforts and very humbled by what we did in 
memory of him.  Many blessings to all of you this season and beyond. 
   

  —Julie Schlegel and Team Schlegel Members 

Charles Wesley continued… 
of classical education, inde-
pendent opinion, devotion to 
charity, human understanding, 
evangelistic preaching—to 
name a few—blessed the 
Wesley brothers, along with 
their natural gifts.  Add to this 
the sad state of the Established 
Church—particularly its lack of 
response to the needs of the 
English people—and the spark 
is ignited.  John Wesley said 
that the rise of Methodism was 
not the result of a previous 
design, but a sign of unfolding 
providential activity in response 
to needs that developed.  He 
and brother Charles, both or-
dained priests in the Anglican 
Church, intended to find a 
means of revitalizing the 
Church of England. 
 

The story of Charles and John’s 
educations and ordinations, 
their time in America and their 
spiritual awakenings, the Holy 
Club and the societies, circuit 
riding and itinerant preaching is 
an exciting, but familiar one.  
So, let us look at the collabora-
tion that began, spread and 
sustained the Methodist Re-
vival:  hymns.  Charles was the 
esteemed poet, writing more 
than 9,000 hymns and poems.  
He wrote hymns on every 
book of the Bible and on every  
aspect of the Christian experi-
ence.  Some 6,000 were pub-
lished during his lifetime.  In  
many hymns, he asks a ques-
tion that deals with the feelings 
and needs of believers.  John 
was the collector of tunes, the 
editor and publisher.  They 
were a team for over 50 years.   
 

Timothy Dudley Smith, Bishop 
of Thetford, Great Britain, de-
livered this plenary address at 
the Annual Conference of the 
Hymn Society of America:  
Charles Wesley—A 
Hymnwriter for Today.  In the 
address, Thetford suggested 
ten attributes possessed by 
Charles Wesley that explain 
why he is a writer for his day 

and ours: 
• A natural gift for both verse 

and music 
• A classical education 
• A literary bent 
• A transforming experience 

of forgiveness 
• A mind steeped in Scripture 
• A pastoral heart 
• A creative originality 
• A standard of craftsmanship 
• Editorial humility 
• A fervent devotion to Christ 
 

There has been quite a bit of 
research done in recent years 
on Charles Wesley’s signifi-
cance as a major poet and an 
important theologian.  Accord-
ing to S.T. Kimbrough, Jr., in-
ternationally known scholar 
and musician who published 
the three volumes of Unpub-
lished Poetry of Charles 
Wesley, still more needs to be 
done.  A number of current 
composers have set the words 
of Charles Wesley to original 
compositions.  We will use 
three of these in “The Heavens 
Are Telling” services on De-
cember 16. 
 

When contemplating eternity, 
Wesley would often sing: 
 

“No condemnation now I 
dread, 
Jesus and all in Him are mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness 
divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal 
throne 
And claim the crown through 
Christ, my own.” 

This is the symbol used on the 
first hymnal from the team of 
John and Charles Wesley. 


