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Pandemic Leadership

Never before has it been so difficult to 
plan for the future.  

While we could admit that we never 
really know what the future holds, 
we usually plan ahead as if we do. We 
have confidence in a future that will 
be much the same as our present. We 
know we may have to adjust a bit as we 
age, or as we hear about new trends or 
needs. Drastic shifts, such as the one 
we’re experiencing during a pandemic, 
don’t come along all that often.

That desire for "sameness," for 
maintaining what we already know and 
already have, creates a powerful pull 
against any current of change. I think 
about the resistance to "use the screen" 
in the Sanctuary or to provide live-
streaming of our services. Six months 
ago, these were both ideas that we 
continued to place on the back burner, 
saying, the congregation is just not 
ready. And now, they are all we know 
of church. How quickly we adapt when 
it’s absolutely necessary!

Leadership in churches is often left to 
those who know the past and can be 
counted on to maintain the status quo. 
We take great comfort in the trust we 
have in these leaders, as well we should. 
As much as we have talked about 
flexible and agile leadership, and even 
as we see it taking the world to new 
heights and possibilities, we probably 
haven’t fully appreciated the need for it 
in the church … until now. 

But now it is time for all who have been 
living in the world where adaptability 
in your jobs, in your families, in your 
education has been life-giving, to bring 
that experience into the community of 

By Rev. Cindy Marino

Talking with Children About Race 
Parenting with Grace and the Commission 
on Religion and Race will present Talking 
With Children About Race via Zoom 
Webinar on Sunday, September 27, 
at 3 p.m. 

According to a 2019 study between the 
Sesame Workshop and the University 
of Chicago, only 10 percent of parents 
discuss race often with their children. 
Using books, music, art, and conversation 
starters, presenters Jill Rye, MSEd in Early 
Childhood Education, and Lindsey Wade, 
LCPC, will help families overcome the 
challenges of talking with children about 
race. 

Challenges include: fears of introducing racial bias or creating racist children, worries that children are too young, uncertainty 
of how to organically introduce the topic, and respecting the child’s own racial identity.  Participants will learn how to start 
these conversations with their child(ren) at any age. 

Register Now!  Deadline to register is Friday, September 25.  Contact Stefanie Abderhalden (stefanie.abderhalden@gmail.com) 
for more information. 

faith! The church needs your ability 
to trust the Holy Spirit, to encourage 
change when and where beneficial. 
We need your imaginative response 
to the needs of the world, bringing 
the message of hope to those who 
may not find it otherwise. Jesus 
Christ was a change agent. And we 
are called to be the same. 

Of course, the message of hope that 
Jesus brings never changes. We will 
always find in Him, the constant of 
love along with the challenge to love 
and lead in new ways. 

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, 
the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ" 
Ephesians 4:11-13.

Step into the challenge of leadership at 
Grace as we build the body of Christ 
together.
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Adult Faith Formation Update – Summer and Fall 2020

Ongoing:

Our faith formation small groups continue to be a vital part of the Grace UMC community during this pandemic time. 
Whether meeting online, over the phone, or in the Grace parking lot (with masks and proper distance, of course), our 
small groups provide an opportunity for fellowship, communal prayer, and formation. Our ongoing book studies, film 
series, and conversation topics bring us together, address current events, and challenge us to grow as disciples of Christ. 
For a list of our small groups and contact information, please visit our Adult Faith Formation page.

In addition to these regular small groups, Pastor Daniel is leading a lively book and film study of Walter Brueggemann’s 
new book “Materiality as Resistance: Five Elements for Moral Action in the Real World” (2020). Drawing upon the Genesis 
story of creation and the incarnation, Brueggemann challenges us to understand the material dimension of our lives 
through a Christian lens; our money, food, bodies, time, and places are deeply intertwined with how we love God and 
love our neighbor. About 40 members and friends of Grace UMC are participating in this weekly study that runs until 
Thursday, August 13.

Upcoming:

There are many exciting faith formation opportunities coming your way this fall!

• All-Church Faith Formation Hour Returns! (9:15 a.m. on Sundays September 6 & November 1) 
 On Sunday, September 6, join friends and family of Grace UMC for an all-church faith formation hour live on   
 Zoom. Pastor Daniel will lead an exploration of the Gospel of Matthew, which we will be reading and preaching   
 from this summer and through September. The Zoom session will be recorded if you cannot join us live.

 Then, on Sunday, November 1, Pastor Doug Bowden will offer an overview of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s powerful   
 book “The Cost of Discipleship.” What does it mean to be a disciple in the modern world today? This presentation   
 will pave the way for an in-depth book study offered in January and February. If you would like to be part of this   
 small group reading, please contact Pastor Doug Bowden (dbowden6@aol.com) for more information and to sign   
 up. 

• Bible Study: Jesus in the Gospels (Thursdays, beginning September 3):
 We are very grateful to Pastor Doug Bowden and Sandy Bray, as they will each offer a Disciple Bible Study of   
 “Jesus in the Gospels” by Leander Keck. Both classes will begin on Thursday, September 3, and run for 30 weeks.   
 Doug's class will meet on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m., and Sandy's class will meet on Thursday evenings at 
 7 p.m. Both classes will likely meet on Zoom but have plans to meet in person if possible. All are welcome. 
 Register Now! 

• Zoom Study: Building the Body of Christ (Mondays, September 10, 17, and 24)
 Pastor Daniel will offer a three-part presentation on Zoom for members of the Aurora District of the Northern   
 Illinois Conference on Mondays September 10, 17, and 24 at 7 p.m. This visual presentation will explore 
 how Christians, past and present, use the arts to present powerful (and often subversive) visions of Christian   
 community. Contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org) to register or for more information. 

PATH Grief Group

By Rev. Dr. Daniel Cochran, Associate Pastor

Grace UMC would like to 
announce the start of a new grief 
support group.  PATH Grief 
Support Group is for those who 
have lost a loved one to Substance 
Abuse Disorder. If you have lost a 
loved one to this disease, you are 
probably feeling isolated in your 
grief. We know the stigma attached 
to this disease is still strong. 
Come to the safety of a group of people who will understand your pain. 
Feel free to sit and listen or share whatever part of your grief journey you 
are in, without any fear of judgment. Our first meeting will be Monday, 
August 10, from 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. in room 254. Contact Roberta Kalish 
(berts53@aol.com) for more information. 

Thank you for a wonderful Virtual VBS 2020 

On behalf of the participants, families, and friends of Grace 
United Methodist Church who participated in the first-ever 
Virtual Vacation Bible School, I would like to thank those 
listed below for hearing God's voice and responding.  It took a 
village to ensure that VBS would happen.  In addition to all who 
were praying for VBS, a total of 12 registered adults,  9-Teens, 
5-Apprentices, 18-Preschoolers and 40-Elementary age children 
participated and/or served in some capacity.  We allowed Jesus to 
lead the way!  

As we continue to do ministry as a church, we have learned to 
adjust and shift with what is happening without sacrificing the 
journey called "faith formation".  This year's VBS experience 
reminded me of Christopher Miles Ritter's Introduction in 
"Seven Things John Wesley Expected Us to Do for Kids".  Ritter 
shares that, as he joined the ranks of clergy, he was asked, "Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?"  
His response, "I said I would ... and I meant it."   Our focus has not changed, only the circumstance have.  A deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ and the courage to share the Good News is what we are called to nurture in children and 
ourselves.   So as we presented a virtual experience this year, it was truly an answer to the call that was given.  To God be 
the glory!  We serve a Mighty God and He is faithful to walk with us and show us the way He wants us to go.  May we keep 
going, believing, trusting, praying, and leading the next generation towards Christ alone! 

I would like to formally thank the following: Adults Volunteers: Karen Hoopes, Larry Hoopes, Kelly Carey, Kathy Carey, 
Amanda Dahlin (Lucy and Anabelle), Shannon Sprunger (Samantha), Sue Riedinger, Jill Ridder, Janice Bergeron, Letty 
Peters, Polly White Teens: Henry Freeman, Sophia Doolittle, Nicholas Zaccaria, Ashlyn Schnute, Jeremy St. John, Dylan 
Reher, Josephine Zaccaria, Ian Schnute, Anderson Moeller; Apprentices: Haley Reher, Zachary Burrell, Emmett Freeman, 
Caden Moeller, Nithya Augusthy; Open Doors Ministry Support: Nicole Zaccaria and Jill Ridder; Video Recordings led 
by: Pastor Daniel Cochran, Gaye Lynn Loufek, Carey Family, Reher Family, Freeman, Family, Dahlin Family, Sprunger 
Family, Shelly Drescher, Maggie Schnute, Sue Riedinger; Celebration Presentation: Ashley Pierce, Dan Wagner; Prize 
Patrol: Nicholas Zaccaria and Family, ZOOM Technical Team: Ashley Pierce, Gaye Lynn Loufek, Pastor Daniel Cochran; 
Pastoral Staff: Pastor Cindy Marino, Pastor Daniel Cochran, Pator Mark Himel; Administrative and Ministry Support 
Staff: Sharon Ferguson, Gaye Lynn Loufek, Ashley Pierce, Paul Grysh, Lynn Leitzen, Dan Wagner, Jill Hruska, Jake Martin 
and Bob Long.

The Commission on Religion and Race (CORR) has a new webpage! 

We are excited to have you visit our new Commision on Religion and Race page 
to view opportunities for discussion, learning, and action.  CORR will be making 
changes and new additions to the page regularly so check back often. 

Our first new addition, coming soon, will be a curated page of book 
recommendations that highlight people of color.  Looking for ways to increase your 
anti-racism work? Reading books by and about people of color in both nonfiction 
and fiction can be a great start, so keep an eye out for our new page! 

Confirmation 2020-2021

Grace UMC is excited to announce that 
the Confirmation Program for 8th and 9th 

Graders will begin on Wednesday, August 
26, with an outdoor campfire in the lower 
parking lot/field at Grace UMC with social 
distancing and masks. 

The pastors and staff have adapted the 
program to our new pandemic context, 
but together we are ready for a fun 
and meaningful time of fellowship and 
formation as our Confirmands prepare 
to profess their faith and become active 
members of Grace UMC.

By Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children's Faith Formation 

Created by Josephine Zaccaria
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