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   The One Matters Award, offered 
by the UMC Discipleship Ministries, 
in partnership with the Northern 
Illinois Annual Conference, 
recognizes that each life matters 
... and lifts up the importance of 
encouraging congregations to 
identify ways to invite people into a 
relationship with Jesus through the 
United Methodist Church.

   Grace UMC was honored to be one 
of the first churches to receive this 
award at this year’s Northern Illinois 
Annual Conference! The award 
brought with it a $1,000 check for the 
evangelism fund at Grace.

   In the past two years, Grace UMC 
has celebrated 62 new members 
joining the congregation by 
profession of faith. A profession of 
faith means these persons are not 
transferring their membership from 
another church but rather, they are 
newcomers in committing to church 
membership. 

   This is a statistic that is closely 
monitored by our denomination 
as we continue to recognize the 
importance of faith in transforming a 
person’s life. Making disciples is about 
much more than statistics; it is about 
lives changed by God’s grace. 

   The increase in persons joining 
Grace reflects the shifts we are 
making at Grace:

1. Changing focus from programs 
to people; Becoming person-centric 
as we guide the discipleship journey 
rather than offering programming 
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small groups and opportunities to 
serve. They are also prioritizing ways 
to engage those who were once active 
and have felt disenfranchised over the 
years.  

   There are no perfect or grand 
programs that will ‘fix’ the church. We 
are seeing the need for adaptability, 
collaboration and trial and error. We 
will continue to do our best to discern 
God’s call to reach out to those who 
need to know the love of God in Jesus 
Christ through the Holy Spirit

Each one matters to the people 
and the leadership of Grace! It’s all 
about relationship!

designed for the masses.

2.  Shifting from a focus on education 
to a focus on spiritual formation and 
relationship with Christ and one 
another as a goal of the discipleship 
journey.

3. Moving from inward faith to 
outward action as the people of Grace 
allow the awareness of God’s love 
to ignite our passion for loving and 
sharing with others.

   In continued support of the work 
that garnered the attention of the 
conference with this One Matters 
award, Grace has developed a new 
Lay Development Team currently 
organizing to engage persons through 

By Rev. Cindy Marino

Fall Disciple Fast Track Classes!   

We are excited to invite you to be a part of these two 
vigorous and faith-building studies with your friends at 
Grace UMC starting in the fall.

"Genesis-Exodus," is 12 weeks of study in the lives of 
Abraham and Moses and the Israelites. This class will 
begin meeting on Thursday, September 13, at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 254 and is facilitated by Pastor Doug Bowden. 

"Old Testament Survey," is 12 weeks of study in the Old 
Testament, Law, Covenant, Abraham, Moses, Poets, and 
Prophets. This class will meet on Wednesday evenings, 
beginning on Wednesday, September 19, at 7 p.m. in 
Room 254 and is facilitated by Sandy Bray. Sandy has 
been a Bible Study teacher for many years at Grace UMC. 

Contact the Church Office to sign up for these classes 
beginning in August or for more information. 

Saturday Night Worship 

Join the Circle! 

Each Saturday at 5 p.m., I have 
the joy and privilege of leading 
the music for our Grace Saturday 
Evening service. This service is 
intimate, peaceful and inspiring 
as we worship in a circle, offering 
our prayers and praise to God and 
receiving what God has for us through His word - both sung 
and spoken. Holy Communion is included in our worship 
each week as well as anointing with healing oil twice a 
month. 

These times of worship are very special - like a benediction 
at the end of the week. This is a time to lay our burdens 
down and be renewed and refreshed through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, ready to go into the world as the hands and 
feet of Christ. Friendships are formed with one another and 
love and encouragement shared in fellowship (with food!) 
following the service.

I hope you will join us on a Saturdays. We have a place for 
you in the circle! 

Contact Vickie Wagner (vickieong@aol.com) for more 
information. 



Side X Side 2018 Save the Date! Over 50 Fellowship
“I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” 
Philippians 4:13

Through the generosity of our 
Grace UMC family, individual 
tuitions, and successful fundraising 
efforts, June 9-17 proved to be an 
UNSTOPPABLE opportunity for our 
Side x Side team.

God prepared the work in advance 
and called our team to travel to be 
His hands and feet. In red shirts, 13 
minivans, and one cargo truck, our 
team pulled into Birmingham, AL to 
serve with Habitat for Humanity and 
Christian Service Mission.  

Much to our joy, we were partnered 
with some of the most kind-hearted, 
God-loving people who had been 
waiting for their homes to be repaired 
for months, and even years. Through 
the strength of Christ, we completed 
three new roofs, built a new deck, 

Join us on Thursday, September 
13, at noon in Fellowship Hall 
for special guest speaker Kim R. 
Widup, Grace Church member, 
who was appointed as the 
U.S. Marshal for the Northern 
District of Illinois, by President 
George W. Bush and confirmed 
by the United States Senate. 

Mr. Widup will present a 
discussion on the history and 
mission of the U.S. Marshals Service 
from 1789 under President George Washington to today, 
from collecting the census in the late 1700s, to being the 
principal law enforcement organization in the American 
West, to the creation of the Witness Security Program in 
order to defeat organized crime, and to participating in the 
battle against terrorism.  The discussion will touch on the 
impact of being a law enforcement officer today, the need 
for change in law enforcement as society evolves, social 
media impacts, and address some areas regarding the 
security of our churches and schools.

Sign-up will be in the Church Office until Monday, 
September 10, at noon. Lunch will begin at noon, followed 
by the program at 1 p.m. $10 cash payable at the door.  

On behalf of every child, apprentice, teen and adult that heard God’s 
word through the VBS Ministry, thank God for YOU, Grace UMC 
family and friends! God is faithful! You generously gave of your time, 
talents and resources, and we will forever be grateful. Thank you to 
Betsy and Reid Koepnick for selflessly taking charge of making sure VBS 
was all it could be and more, taking every detail into account. You are a 
blessing! VBS has many moving parts and teams: Directors, registration 
set up, planning, material preparation, snacks, facility set up, office 
and support staff, United Methodist Women, prayer partners, crafts, 
music, recreation, teachers, coordinators, apprentices, teens, nursery, 
decorating, trustees, finance, Church Council, photography, A/V and 
church leadership in general. No one person could pull this off; we all 
did it TOGETHER! The joy in the children’s faces during VBS week 
and their conversations connecting to the daily Bible story, as well as the energy they showed when singing with the “River 
Rafters,” was so inspiring. The VBS scripture was, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.” Isaiah 43:2.  

The VBS team knew and felt that God and all members of Grace UMC were with us.  God calls us to share the Gospel and 
to make disciples of all nations.  We may not see the fruit of our labor in this lifetime but we can surely say we were obedient 
in fulfilling the call!  

We found Adventure, Acceptance, Joy, Rest and Peace on the Rolling River Rampage and we pray that we all find the same 
as we continue to serve and worship at Grace!

We are thankful for the United Methodist Women, who made our second annual VBS Friends and Family night a huge 
success! It is beautiful when ministries partner together to fulfill the mission of the church by reaching out to the next 
generation. Thank you for accepting the challenge and for making it happen!  

Thank you for unwavering love and support ~ Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Betsy and Reid Koepnick

New Children's & Adults Books

Mark Your Calendars “Friends and 
Family Weekends” at Grace! 

Kim R. Widup

Grace will host our first of four “Friends and Family 
Weekends” Saturday and Sunday, September 29 and 30. It is 
our calling as the body of God’s church to invite our friends 
and family to join us! Friends and Family Weekends is not a 
program, but a reminder to each of us to be an ambassador 
for Christ to those around us will want to explore what it 
means to worship and be part of a faith community. 

On these four weekends, Grace will be specially decorated 
to be welcoming. There will also be food after each service 
to enjoy as we celebrate together with our “Friends and 
Family.” The people of Grace place confidence in God 
that we can be a people who focus outward in serving the 
community. Grace offers hope to the people in our local 
area, and hope attracts new people to church. 

So, we’re stepping outside of our comfort zone and not 
letting fear keep us from answering God’s call to use Grace 
UMC as a powerful tool to draw others into a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. Please pray about how you can make 
a difference in the lives of others, living for Christ in a 
manner that will compel your “Friends and Family” to want 
to follow you to Grace Church, so we may all praise and 
worship God together.

scraped and re-painted a home’s 
exterior and deck, hauled brush for a 
veteran, cleaned a flooded basement 
of a charitable organization’s volunteer 
dormitory, and shared the gospel with 
children at a day camp.  Every day was 
amazing!

In addition to the work, we had 
morning devotions, spent time in 
prayer, shared in small groups, played 
silly games, worshiped, and enjoyed 
meals together.
Side x Side is often referred to as the 

“one week out of the summer that 
our youth travel on a mission trip.”  If 
you ask a Side x Side-r, he or she will 
tell you that Side x Side is more of an 
experience and a feeling; many will 
tell you it has a lifelong impact.

Our team is incredibly grateful to 
our church family for making our 
time away possible.  It truly takes 
a village. A heartfelt thank you to: 
our custodial staff, our receptionists, 
prayer shawl ministry, Grace Office 
staff, UMW (for fundraising on 
our behalf), our shareholders, our 
prayer partners, the Youth Summer 
Missions planning team, and all 
who supported a fundraiser, prayed, 
came to the slideshow, or supported 
our week in any way.  All who have 
completed 8th grade are welcome to 
join our Side x Side team each year; 
yes, adults too! Start planning now to 
come with us in 2019!  

Until next year!  Signing off for VBS 2018

By Jill Ridder & Mary Ann Guenzler 

Worry, Worry, Worry! 
Do you know someone 
who worries and has 
trouble overcoming 
anxiety? With the 
school year soon 
approaching, many 
children worry about 
uncertainty and the 
new changes ahead. 
Recently in Sunday 
school, our children learned to turn to God with their 
worries. But sometimes children also need more concrete 
strategies to deal with their anxiety. 

Our Grace UMC’s Library has recently added two 
children’s books that help guide parents, teachers, and 
counselors on anxiety, which is considered the number 
one cause of health problems in America. Wilma Jean 
the Worry Machine written by Julia Cook, along with 
the supplementary activity guide, gives ideas on how 
to guide children through anxiety reduction strategies, 
and give them the tools they need to feel more in control 
of their anxiety. Another recently added book to our 
library is  What to Do When You Worry Too Much, A 
Kid’s Guide to Overcoming Anxiety written by Dawn 
Huebner, Ph.D. This book guides children and parents 
through techniques most often used to treat anxiety. 
The techniques are based on three principals known as 
containment, externalization, and competing demands. 
It is an interactive self-help book that helps empower 
children to overcome their worries.

Our library contains a variety 
of interesting novels, shelved 
on the east wall. We encourage 
you to check out the section on 
the east wall for a “great read." 
One of the newest acquired 
novels is Lori Benton’s 
Many Sparrows. Set in early 
American times, we learn 
of the hardships of covered 
wagon travel with all one’s 
worldly goods from Virginia 
to the western regions of our 
“New Land” to seek a new life. 

In this story, two serious setbacks occurred along the way. 
The need for the male family member to turn back to 
Ohio to his Uncle’s farm and the female family member 
continuing on with the wagon train and giving birth in 
the wilds with the assistance of a friendly Indian tribal 
leader. 


