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   If you could ask John Wesley why the 
church existed, he would probably have 
cited something from Ephesians 4:1-32. 
There isn’t space here to print it, but I 
invite you to find a Bible and look it up or 
‘Google’ it. You really need to read it. Go 
ahead. I’ll wait.
   The whole of Chapter 4 gives us the why 
and how of church: to honor and facilitate 
each person’s call to ministry according to 
our God-given spiritual gifts. The church is 

“to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ.” 
   So we are walking this journey of faith with one another until we are 
all mature and living out what we believe, through mission and ministry 
and love for others. We are to honor and love one another with the 
truth, to be kind and forgiving, so that “our words might give grace to 
those who hear.”  
   Wesley’s vision of the church was that it be a life-giving community 
through which we can navigate this life and serve others in company 
with God and one another. Without encouraging and grace-filled 
relationships, we quickly fall back to old habits and attitudes.
   Wesley developed a brilliant scheme to facilitate this relationship 
we need. He devised a system of small groups! These small groups 
(classes) gave people a place to connect beyond worship, to learn more 
about themselves and this God, in Whom they found an identity. The 
Wesleyan ‘method’ of being the church beyond Sunday, through these 
small groups, caused this movement to grow at an unprecedented 
pace. 
   Many in this congregation have already experienced the joy and gift 
of having a loving community surround them in their time of need. 
Many have experienced what it is to be encouraged, empowered, and 
yes, held accountable for their spiritual formation. Many have learned 
what it means to disagree while continuing to love one another with the 
love we’ve received from God and others.
   These are the gifts we offer the larger community and the world. This 
Fall, Grace will again offer an all church book read with related worship 
and small group discussion opportunities. Set aside some time to 
participate and watch for more information in the coming months.

Nicole Zaccaria, 
Open Doors Ministry Coordinator

   I grew up surrounded by 
animals. At any given time, you 
may have found dogs, cats, 
parakeets, fish, turtles, rats, 
or hamsters in our home, and 
I am raising my children the 
same way.
   Living this way, of course, 
I experienced the love, joy, 
and patience that pets bring. 
However, it wasn’t until I spent 
a summer at Camp Courage in 
Maple Lake, Minnesota that I 
recognized God’s light shining 
through animals. At the time, 
it was a camp for children with 
special needs. 
   I spent one summer 
there, providing speech 
and language therapy. The 
requirement for me to accept 
their employment offer was 
that they allow me to bring 
my black lab, Bella. They did. 
Bella would sleep in my bunk, 
run around the camp grounds 
during meal time, and join me 
in facilitating therapy during 
the day. 
   It was miraculous. Children 
who were nonverbal initiated 
interactions with Bella before 
ever doing so with people. 

Others with attention difficulties 
calmed their bodies, sitting for a 
full 45 minute session. And a boy 
with significant behavioral concerns 
lovingly hugged Bella when his 
anger with the world became 
beyond his control.
   Since that summer, I’ve read 
the research that indicates that 
heart rate and blood pressure 
decrease while petting a dog, 
that homes with pets have 
less dissension, that exposure 
to animals at young ages can 
decrease allergies, just to name a 
few of the benefits. I’ve also been 
awestruck upon meeting many 
amazing dogs that participate in 
animal-assisted therapies, and I’m 
now proud to introduce Bucky! 

Grace’s Open Doors Ministry 
and Jean Ann Reuter (Bucky’s 
owner and member of Grace) 
will be welcoming Bucky into 
the Children’s Sunday School 
on August 14. Kids will have the 
opportunity to visit with Bucky, 
listen to Jean’s book, Oodles of 
Love, and participate in a variety 
of activities that focus on Loving 
All God’s Creatures. I invite all 
families to attend, and I look 
forward to seeing the children 
experience God’s love through 
Bucky.
   As always, if you have any 
questions about how Grace can 
help support children with special 
needs or any questions about 
this program in particular, please 
contact me at nicole.zaccaria@
peopleofgrace.org or by my cell, 
(708) 288-1771.

ODM Offers 
‘Oodles of 
Love’ Aug 14

Bucky will be with us at Grace August 14 
and is a certified therapy Labradoodle 
who does not shed excessively, is well 
socialized, is well tempered, and loves to 
be with kids! However, if families would 
prefer their child not interact with him, 
there will be alternative activities available 
in a separate room.

continued on back

continued from front

Oodles of Love Aug 14
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by Harold Workman, 
Russia Initiative Team 

   We have learned from our pastors 
in Russia that Russian Federation 
President Vladmir Putin has signed 
a new law outlawing church 
services in any building that is not 
officially registered as a church. 
Since Russian Orthodox churches 
are registered, there will be no 
effect on them. 
  This means the two churches 
we support in Volgograd can 
no longer hold services in their 
facilities, nor can they hold 
services in a private home. Our 
pastors can still visit orphanages, 
feed the hungry, and care for the 
homeless but cannot witness or 
even mention God or Jesus during 
these events. Russia has returned 
to religious freedom restrictions 
that existed before perestroika, the 
period before 1990.
   We do not currently know how 
the UMC will continue to function 
in Russia. The seminary and Eurasia 
Conference buildings in Moscow 
are officially registered, so activities 
can continue there.  Bishop Eduard 
Khegay has called a meeting on 
July 26 in Moscow with all the 
pastors to discuss the situation and 
provide guidance for the future.
Valeri Patkevitch believes that 
providing monetary funds to the 
churches in Russia can continue 
for this year, but he was not sure if 
they would be allowed after that.
   Russia is basically a socialist state 
governed by the dictator mentality 
of Vladimir Putin. This new law is 
touted as necessary to combat the 
terrorism cults in Russia. President 
Putin probably visualizes that any 
non-governmental organization 
is a potential breeding ground 
for terrorism. In actuality, this law 

New Russian Law Restricts Evangelism, Threatens UMC

by Chamus Burnside-Savazzini,
Director of Children’s Faith Formation

   We are so happy and blessed to 
start the 2016-2017 Sunday School 
year! We are praying, working and 
preparing for a transformational 
year! We are looking forward to 
seeing all of you connect in some 
way with our next generation 
through prayers, presence and 
presents! Registration opens 
August 1 and we encourage 
all families of Grace to register 
their children for our fall at www.
peopleofgrace.org/registration.
   We invite all adults to sign 
up as a volunteer at www.
peopleofgrace.org/volunteer. 
Our ministry would not be 
successful without you. We are 
praying for a team of vibrant, 
passion filled adults who will allow 
God to work through them while 
serving our kids. Continuous, 
monthly or one time volunteers 
are welcomed! We have important 
work to do and we want to do it 
with you! If you have questions or 
need assistance please email me 
at: Chamus.Burnside-savazzini@
peopleofgrace.org.
   Thank you all for your prayers, 
time, and support!

Welcome Back to 
Sunday School

   The Summer season is winding down, which means music season 
at Grace Church is about to kickoff again! All of Grace’s ensembles — 
Children, Youth, and Adult — are excited to welcome you back or for 
the first time.
   To register, visit www.peopleofgrace.org/registration, and 
for more information on music at Grace Church, visit www.
peopleofgrace.org/music.
   Once registered, your director will contact you with startup  details. 
Questions? Please call Dan Wagner, Minister of Music, at (630) 355-
1748, x3232, or email dan.wagner@peopleofgrace.org.

Children
Children’s Handbells* (Gr 4-7) - August 24, 4 p.m.
Angelus Choir (Gr K-1) - August 24, 5 p.m.
Cherubs Choir (Gr 2-3) - August 24, 5 p.m.
Junior Singers (Gr 4-7)-  August 24, 5 p.m.
*ability to read music is not necessary to join.

Youth
Youth Bell Ensemble- August 15, 4 p.m.
Youth Choir - August 28, 12:15 p.m.
Youth Instrumentalists - as scheduled

Adults
Grace Bell Ensemble - August 24, 7 p.m.
New Life Singers (primary 8:15 service choir) -  August 24, 7:15 p.m.
Chancel Choir (primary 9:30 service choir) - August 25, 7 p.m.
Grace Praise Team -  September 6, 7:15 p.m.
Sound and Media Ministry - as scheduled

Worship, Music Ministry Kickoff

Join us in the Sanctuary at 9:30 
a.m. August 28 for Sunday 
worship and the annual Blessing 
of the Backpacks. Following 
worship, everyone is invited 
to join us for an all-church Ice 
Cream Social in the Activity 
Center. And, we will be joined by 
some of our friends from Trinity 
UMC in Joliet, too! This will be 

a great morning to celebrate our 
children going back to school and 
to get excited for the upcoming 
Sunday school year. And it’s the 
perfect Sunday to invite your 
friends and neighbors to church. 
It is going to be a Sunday full of 
excitement! You can sign up for 
the Ice Cream Social in the Activity 
Center through August 21.

Blessing of the Backpacks, Ice Cream Social Set for Aug 28
strengthens Putin’s control of all 
organizational entities, including 
churches. The preservation of 
the Russian Orthodox Church 
is important to Putin. He uses 
the Russian Orthodox Church 
as a pawn to provide moral 
justification for his actions. This 
works well for both parties – 
The Church provides moral 
justification for Putin, and Putin 
provides for the financial needs of 
the church.
   In my opinion, the Russian 
society is not a “law abiding” 
society. It may be more important 
to satisfy your government boss 
than to strictly follow any law. 
Also, private property is not 
protected as much as here in the 

Volunteer with Exodus World Service — Ralph Keiser was a 
passionate leader in the area of race and religion for many years at 
Grace. One of Ralph’s favorite ways of serving was tutoring immigrants 
through Exodus World Service (EWS). EWS is currently looking for 
volunteers who can assist persons of refugee or immigrant status 
as they prepare to become U.S. citizens. For more information, Call 
Theresa Stiven, EWS Volunteer Coordinator, at 937-241-2605 or sign up 
at exodusworldservice.org.

Thank You from Judy Cornett — Words are inadequate to express 
my gratitude for the loving care and support shown to Jerry and me 
during his illness. To Joe and Darlene Schille; Eric Jungnickel; Pastors 
Bill, Cindy, Don, Matthew, Tammy, and Bob Atkins; the Saturday night 
movie group; and the women of Grace Church for your help and 
participation in the celebration of life service, I say thank you so much. 
A special thank you to dear friends Nancy Huber, Kim Scharafin, Zink 
and Martha Sanders, and Stephanie Flatt. For my Emmaus Community 
who continue to love and encourage me, and to each of you who sent a 
note, a card, called or gave me a hug I will be forever grateful.

Laurie Chesla’s Missing Raincoat — After church on July 17 I 
decorated my room  for VBS. When I finished, I discovered my raincoat 
was missing from the hanger. It is a full length turquoise raincoat with an 
LLBean, label Size Small. Please return to the church office. Thank you!

Healing Prayer and Anointing — Healing prayer and anointing with 
oil will be offered on August 6 and 27 during our Saturday 5 p.m. Circle 
worship services. This is a time to receive prayer and support and to 
join with others in meaningful worship.  Healing prayer and anointing 
with oil will also be offered on Sunday, August 7 following the morning 
worship services.

United States. The authorities do 
not need a warrant to search your 
home, any suspicion is sufficient. 
They may monitor mail, emails, and 
Skype calls as they see fit. And the 
military is always ready to diffuse 
any demonstrations about political 
wrongs. 
   Valeri reminded us that the 
Russian people have enjoyed 26 
years of personal freedom, and 
that they still know how to cope 
with a return to the religious 
restrictions of the past. We hope 
to discuss the situation further in 
August after the July 26 meeting 
with the bishop. 
   What can we do? What they ask 
of us now is to continue to offer 
our prayers for them.


