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Pastor Cin-
dy’s labra-
doodles, So-
phie and 
Sam, in their 

 

Sun., Aug. 
30, 5-7pm 
Youth Bells 
Room 160 
Grades 8-12 
Director:  Cheryl 
Ameiss - Special 
services, holi-
days, concerts  

Sunday, August 30 
Grace Youth Choir - 12:15-1:30, Sanctuary   
Grades 8-12 - Directors:  Dan and Vickie Wagner  
Choir par cipates frequently in worship,  
plus annual spring youth musical 

27 26 25 

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

 RALLY SUNDAY AUGUST 23!  New Sunday School Classes! 
Blessing of the Backpacks!  New Choir Season! New Pastor! 

 Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

     August 2015 

Choir parents, 
come to Pastor 
Ma hew’s  
discussion 
group in Room 
254 while your 
children are  
rehearsing! 

N  I   I  T   J  
M   G ! 
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Big Words to  
Ponder    
By Pastor Cindy Marino 
 

I once knew of a pastor who, when 
reading scripture aloud, would replace 
any word he came across that was 
hard to pronounce with the phrase, 

“Big Word.”  Genesis 10:3 becomes: “The sons of Big 
Word: Big Word, Big Word and Big Word.” You get the 
idea.  
 

There’s a lot about religion, the Bible and church that we 
don’t understand and really don’t have the time or inclina-
tion to explore. Much of it seems to be an intellectual ex-
ercise that has little impact on real life. In fact, today’s tech-
nologically savvy can simply look up whatever they would 
like to know on the Internet. No need to attend a class.  
 

But there are three words that are crucial to our lives as 
individuals and as members of the community of faith— 
three words that we can’t skip over or leave undefined: 
 

Identity. Call. Mission. 

These are big words. When defined in light of Who Jesus is 
and what Jesus came to do for us, they become as big as 
life itself.  
 

Who are you?  Who is God calling you to be?  What is 
God calling you to do?  What is your mission in this life? 
 

Every decision we make flows out of our understanding of 
the answers to these three questions. The answers can 
only be discerned in community. 
 

Some examples:  Are you just a grandmother? Or are you 
a child of God called to shape the lives of young persons in 
your family and beyond?  Are you a friend?  Or, as one in 
whom Christ dwells, are you a safe place for someone who 
needs to know the hope you have because of your faith?  
Are you members of Grace United Methodist Church, or 
are you Christ followers joining together as one body to 
witness to and serve this community? 
 

We will continue this conversation … because it makes a 
difference, just as each of you makes a difference. It is my 
joy and privilege to be your pas-
tor, and I look forward to contin-
uing our journey together. 

As Summer Winds Down, Let’s Gear Up For Grace!   By Pastor Tammy Scott 

Where did summer go? 
 

I can hardly believe it’s August. Hannah 
and Haylee are four months old al-
ready, and it’s nearly time for our stu-
dents and teachers to return to 
school.  Stores are filled with school 
supplies, and families are trying to 
squeeze in last-minute vacations. At 
church, we have wrapped up Vacation 
Bible School and we are gearing up for 
the kick-off of our music ministries and 
promoting our children in Sunday 
school. Whether you are 5, 15, 25, 35, 
45, 55, 65, 75, 85, 95, or even 105, we 
have some place for you to engage in 
your faith formation at Grace Church.  

The end of August and beginning of 
September is a good time to consider 
trying something new or inviting a 
friend to join with you in a class, 
group, or study. We have classes on 
Sunday mornings and also during the 
weekday mornings, afternoons and 
evenings. We have choirs for all ages 
(see front page). We have ministry 
teams working on projects in the 
church, in our community, and even in 
in Kenya and Russia.  
 

My hope is that you will find some 
time as summer is winding down to 
listen to God. What is God asking you 
to do for your own faith formation?  

I bet you can find 
something here 
at Grace to an-
swer that call 
from God, and if 
not, let us know 
and we will help 
you find it!  
 

May God contin-
ue to work in us and through us as we 
grow in our faith and share God’s love 
with others.  
 

Blessings, 

 

Let’s show our pride for our quasquicentennial year by walking with 
Grace in the Naperville Labor Day Parade on Monday, September 
7.  Many walkers are needed to show our enthusiasm for this special 
anniversary year.  Moms, dads, kids...bring out the whole family!   
Register in the Activity Center on August 16, 23, or 30th.  Our attire 
is a yellow t-shirt; if you need one, please contact Harold Workman 
at hworkman@wowway.com or 630-369-2152. The parade begins at 
Naperville North High School at 10:00 a.m. and ends at Naperville 
Central.  Walkers will need to arrive in advance of the start.  Parade 
details for Grace’s spot on the route are not yet available; please 
watch Grace In Mission for updates, and please plan to walk!   

Celebrate 125 Years of Grace By Walking In the Labor Day Parade! 
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Changes In the Grace Notes News Schedule 
If you are a news contributor to Grace Notes, please be aware that beginning with this issue, our publication schedule has 
shifted up a week.  Please take note of the new production schedule:  For September, the news deadline is August 17; 
for October, September 14; for November, October 12; for December, Nov. 16.  Please note:  the deadline dates 
in the July issue were in error—the dates here are correct! 

Staff-Parish Committee 
Acts as liaison between the church and staff, taking into ac-
count the concerns of current staff and helping to guide the 
selection process of new staff.  Staff-Parish Contact:  Robin 
Schmuckal 630-404-9555; robin.schmuckal@gmail.com 
Stephen Ministry 
Offers compassionate, confidential listening to those experi-
encing a particularly difficult time; Stephen Ministers undergo 
50 hours of training before serving others.  Contact: Elaine 
Pauls 630-618-4711; paulseapldp@gmail.com 
Stewardship and Finance 
Provides financial direction, budgeting, funding, management 
of the budget, recording and communicating.  Contact:  Mike 
Craig 630-961-2347; write2mecraig@sbcglobal.net 
Support Ministries 
Includes cancer support, scleroderma support, grief support, 
Prayer Shawl Ministry, healing yoga, prayer group, Stephen 
Ministry, “Lead With Love.”  Contact:  Pastor Tammy Scott 

United Methodist Women 
A long-standing community of Christian women who meet 
for spiritual growth, mission education, Biblical and theologi-
cal study, women in crisis programs, child advocacy, missions 
giving on a local, national and international basis, legislative 
affairs, human rights issues, combating racism, reading pro-
grams, and service to local church and community.  At 
Grace, UMW consists of five monthly circles, a monthly 
book group, and a monthly quilting group.  UMW is respon-
sible for our annual Hamball Luncheon in the spring, Mistle-
toe Marketplace at Christmastime, “CIN” (cinnamon) bun 
Sunday in January, and numerous other events at Grace that 
raise awareness and/or benefit missions.  ALL WOMEN 
ARE WELCOME TO UMW’S GENERAL MEETING 
ON SEPTEMBER 1, 9:00 A.M. IN FELLOWSHIP 
HALL!  Featured program will be Human Trafficking,  
presented by W.A.R. Chest in Naperville.  Contact:  Joyce 
Payne 630-717-8169; jopayn46@yahoo.com 

Welcoming Ministries 
Includes GEMS (Greet, Eat, Meet); Grace Guides; Grace 
Lights; St. Andrew Ministry; Welcome Table (volunteers 
needed!); worship greeters.  Contact:  Pastor Tammy Scott 
Worship Ministry 
Considers matters regarding the content and musical focus 
of the four distinct worship options at Grace.  Contact:   
Bev Michels 630-416-1766; jbmichels@ comcast.net 
Youth Ministry 
Leads 6th-12th graders (including confirmation students) in 
Christian development through faith-based Sunday lessons, 
retreats, outings, missions, social events.  Responsible for 
Wednesday night GYM (Grace Youth Ministry) and Open 
GYM events (available to teens in the community) as well as 
the Side-by-Side weeklong youth summer mission and the 
Hope@Hope three-day youth summer mission around Chi-
cagoland.  Includes 8th grade Confirmation, Youth Adult 
Council, Summer Missions Planning Committee, and Teen 
Council.  Contact:  Gaye Lynn Loufek and John Dudich 630-
355-1748, ext. 234/239; rglbhl@aol.com or 
jdudich@gmail.com 
 
Please note!  This overview of our ministries is just that:   
an overview. Grace Notes is aware that there are many, many 
groups, committees, ministries, etc. at Grace that are not 
listed in this feature.  If you would like your group to be fea-
tured in a future issue of Grace Notes, you are encouraged to 
send the editor an article describing its purpose, activities, 
group member make-up...whatever you’d like 
readers to know.  We’re happy to publish!  
Contact barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org or 
630-355-1748, ext. 3240. 
 
 
 
 

Get  
Going 

At Grace! 

Over 50 Fellowship  
September 10 
“Take the Century Walk” with sea-
soned Napervillian Brand Bobosky on 
Thursday, September 10, 12:00-2:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Catered lunch 
is $10 cash at the door, but you must 
reserve your spot by Tuesday, September 
8, with the church office (630-355-
1748).  Lunch will begin at noon, fol-
lowed by a most interesting program. 
 

Big Thanks to “Suds On 
Sunday” Car Washers! 

Youth Ministry would 
like to extend a huge 
thank you to all who 
helped with and pat-
ronized our “Suds On 
Sunday” car wash on 

July 19.  The original date of June 7 was 
rained out, but the weather gods were 
kind on the 19th!  Generous proceeds 
will benefit Youth Summer Missions.   

Pray With All of Naperville 
Join in prayer with Christians across 
the city of Naperville on Saturday,  
August 22, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the 
Riverwalk Grand Pavilion (south of 
Jackson Ave., west of Centennial 
Beach)!  This event is a movement of 
Christians gathering together to pray 
for our churches and our city, bringing 
the presence of Christ into our families, 
neighborhoods, businesses, culture, and 
public life.   

Ministry in Motion continued… 
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In less than a month, 
church, like school, will be 
in full swing.  There is no 
better time than now to 
become involved in some 
of the many ministries and 
groups at Grace.  Here is 
a brief overview of the 
many areas in need of 
your time and talents! 

 

Board of Trustees 
Oversees, manages and maintains matters of the physical 
building and grounds of Grace Church.  Contact:  Ron Laub 
630-369-8154; rlaub1@sbcglobal.net 
Boy Scouts 
Troop #555 will be featured in September Grace Notes. 
Christian Education 
Provides pre-schoolers through 5th graders with diverse, 
enriching, faith-enhancing Christian educational opportuni-
ties on Sunday mornings and at other times.  Includes Vaca-
tion Bible School, Kids’ Camp In, Human Sexuality, and 
more.  Contact:  Margaret Harrison 630-355-1748, ext. 
3241, gumcstory@peopleofgrace.org 
Church Council 
Acts as the governing body of Grace, meeting monthly and 
managing the affairs of the church and congregation and 
acting on their behalf.  Contact Steve Peters 630-305-9879; 
swplap@wowway.com 
Church and Society  
Supports projects and events focused on environmental 
consciousness and fair commerce here and abroad.  
Contact:  Jaci Green-Tschirhart 630-357-3343;  
green.tschirhart@gmail.com 
Evangelism 
Is intentional about bringing others to Christ and to Grace 
through community events and an attitude of willingness to 
share their church and faith with others.  Contact:  Kim 
Scharafin 630-369-4734; kimscharafin@comcast.net 
Faith Formation For Adults 
Provides Sunday and mid-week study opportunities revolv-
ing around the Bible and other faith-building books.  Con-
tact:  Leslie Rogers 630-325-0169; ljkrogers@sbcglobal.net 
Fellowship of Christian Men 
Provides today’s Christian men with opportunities for dis-
cussion, fellowship, missions, and projects around the 
church.  Contact:  Bob Pacanowski 630-355-0804;  
BPacanowski@FranklinSports.com 
Fellowship Ministries  
Includes Over 50 Fellowship, movie groups, Dinners for 
Eight, Temple Builders, “Lead With Love” for the LGBTQ 
community, and more.  Contact:  Pastor Tammy Scott 
Fine Arts Ministry 
Helps beautify the Sanctuary and other areas of the church, 
particularly around the holidays.  Contact:  Gail Lindsay 
630-369-1296; christinegp56@gmail.com 

Grace Church Foundation 
Provides stewardship of the various gifts bestowed  
upon Grace; decides, along with benefactors, which pro-
jects and programs will be beneficiaries of Foundation 
funds.  Contact:  Paul Carpenter 630-717-1363;  
pcarpenter@enablingsi.com 
Grace Concert Series 
Provides world-class concerts and programs at Grace from 
both Grace musicians and outside artists.  Contact:  Dan 
Wagner 630-355-1748, ext. 3232, andante147@gmail.com 
Health and Wellness 
Conducts blood drives, blood pressure screenings, flu shot 
clinics, and other health-related events and activities.  
Contact:  Barb McCarthy 630-579-4588; s-bmccarthy@ 
sbcglobal.net 
Hunger Ministry 
Serves local food pantries and local, national and global hun-
ger efforts, including Feed the Need, monthly hunger collec-
tions, Heifer International, and more.  Contact:  Gay Craig 
630-961-2347; gayccraig@sbcglobal.net 
Library 
Manages book donations and catalogs, updates, and reports 
upon Grace’s collection of fiction and non-fiction titles for 
adults, teens, and children.  Contact:  Treva Brashears 630-
416-0273; tbrashears@wowway.com 
Missions 
Keeps Grace members informed of and involved in the 50 
local, national and international missions we support.   
Contact:  Pastor Tammy Scott 630-355-1748, ext. 3226; 
deacontammy@peopleofgrace.org 
Music (see front page for more about music at Grace) 
Provides multiple vocal and instrumental opportunities for 
Grace children, teens and adults; offers various and distinct 
music in all four worship services as well as special concerts 
and events throughout the year.  Contact:  Dan Wagner 
630-355-1748, ext. 3232; andante147@gmail.com 
Open Doors Ministry 
Serves and supports our children and youth with special 
needs and their families.  Contact:  Nicole Zacarria 
odm@peopleofgrace.org 
Parent’s Day Out 
Offers for-fee childcare for children ages one to four during 
the school year and select summer hours.  Contact:   
Claudia Hutchison 630-355-6146; parentsdayout@ 
peopleofgrace.org. 
Receptionist Ministry 
Provides volunteer personnel at main office front desk to 
answer phones, welcome visitors to the church, manage 
ticket sales, perform clerical duties, etc.  No computer skills 
necessary; training is provided.  Contact:  Joan Williams 
331-454-6766; cub1988@aol.com 
Religion and Race Commission 
Supports various local and worldwide diversity projects, 
refugee aid, and mentor services.  Contact Ralph Keiser 
630-961-0869; ralphekeiser@sbcglobal.net 

MINISTRY IN MOTION!MINISTRY IN MOTION!  
AUGUST FEATUREAUGUST FEATURE  

In Less Than a Month...  
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From Gaye Lynn 
Loufek 
Youth Director 
 

On July 7-9, 27 junior high 
youth and five adults spent 
time learning and participat-
ing with some truly great 
organizations around our 
local community…  
organizations that are doing 
their very best to stomp out 
hunger, provide pesticide-
free vegetables, send nutri-
tional food packs to Third 
World countries, provide 
safe learning environments 
for children and adults on 
the autism spectrum, and 
provide affordable housing 
for those otherwise unable 
to have a roof over their 
heads.  
 

Believe it…there is a lot of 
good going on!  Our 
Hope@Home group was 
exposed to many people 
and organizations trying dili-
gently, with the help of addi-
tional volunteers, to make a 
difference in the lives of 
people here at home and 
abroad.  We did things we 
thought we were not capa-
ble of doing.  Did you know 
that a group of 27 young 
people can paint the interior 
of a home in three days? 

Did you know that those 
same 27 young people can 
do as much work in six 
hours as a group of adults 
can accomplish in an entire 
weekend?  Did you know 
that pallets of gum (large 
wooden pallets) need to be 

broken down into snack-
sized storage bags, stick by 
stick, and that our group 
eagerly tackled that task?  
Or that 11-13-year-olds can 
wash windows, paint park 
benches, and weed gardens?  
(Oh, can they weed gar-
dens!)  Did you know that if 
you call a pile of fertilizer 
“compost,” 11-13-year-olds 
can, and will, eagerly climb 

right into the pile and shovel 
it into wheelbarrows and 
spread it into trenches?  
Those same 27 young peo-
ple can also rebuild a rabbit 
fence.  They may not have 
known these things  about 
themselves when we started 

Hope @ Home 2015, but, 
in keeping with the theme 
of Believe, they began to be-
lieve they could do anything 
and were eager to try. 
 

This year, Hope @ Home 
was a concerted effort to 
raise awareness about being 
in the mission field for our 
junior high youth.  Each day 
brought new adventure and 
deeper relationships within 
the group and our commu-
nity.   
 

From John Dudich 
Assistant Youth Director 
 

We had an amazing experi-
ence serving the community 
and “believing that God can 
be the difference.” This year 
we had the opportunity to 
serve Habitat for Humani-
ty’s “A Brush With Kind-
ness” by priming a full 1,500 
sq. ft. home interior, all the 
bare drywall, for a mother 

of three. The youth worked 
hard, had a lot of fun, and 
really seemed to connect 
the mission of Hope@ 
Home to the family they 
were helping.  
 

We also served at Little 
Friends, Green Earth Insti-
tute and Green Harvest 
Food Pantry, where our 
students did an amazing job 
working together! Little 
Friends is an organization 
that supports families and 
individuals on the autism 
spectrum.  At Little Friends, 
our youth learned about the 
importance of awareness 
and care, while they pulled 
weeds, painted picnic 
benches and washed win-
dows. 
 

Our theme this year of  
Believe emphasized that God 
created the world so that 
every tangible success, 
strength and skill started as 
nothing. Something always 
comes from nothing, and 
with practice and time, skills 
and actions can be devel-
oped. Our young partici-
pants came to believe that 
first attempts are important 
learning moments that are 
full of possibility and that 
God can be the difference in 
our world and in our lives.  
 

With countless opportunities 
to support charitable organiza-
tions in our community, we 
know you can’t possibly give to 
all of them.  We encourage 
you to find one for which you 
have deep passion and sup-
port it either monetarily or 
through volunteering with 
them. Believe… you too can, 
and will, make a difference! 

Youth Leaders Share How Believing Can Bring Hope at Home 

“You	folks	are	amazing...You	accomplished	more	in	two	short	days	than	our	other	groups	accomplish	in	two	or	three	weekends.		We	are	so	grateful	that	you	chose	to	work	with	us	this	year.		You	and	Grace	have	the	hearts	of	servants....”			
—Jeffrey	Barrett,	Executive		Director	
Fox	Valley	Habitat	For	Humanity	

Hope at Home 2015Hope at Home 2015  
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Church Members Respond, Building Improvements Continue 
By John Bodine, Building Committee Chair 
 

Thank you, Grace members, for your 
response to our request for accelerat-
ed Capital Campaign pledge payments. 
We have improved our cash position 
substantially and, with the help of a 
one-year $100,000 loan from the 
Church Council, we should be com-
fortable with required contractor pay-
ments through the year’s end. 

 

We continue to tune the settings and schedule for air con-
ditioning throughout the building, with a goal of steady 
improvement of temperatures throughout the week. 
Work is continuing on the heating system, and that is go-
ing well and on schedule. Humidity control for the Sanctu-
ary and Fellowship Hall will be installed along with the 
heating equipment over the next month or so.  
 

The manufacturer of our new rooftop condenser will be 
replacing it, due to a defect discovered by our contractor. 

This will involve another crane lift, most likely in Septem-
ber, and a two-day shutdown of heating and cooling for 
the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, and lower and upper level 
classrooms. We will work with Grace staff to minimize 
conflict with the church schedule and activities. 
 

As might be expected when joining new HVAC compo-
nents with an older system, we have discovered a number 
of problem areas, such as frozen louvers, inoperable 
dampers, and other dysfunctions. One in particular that is 
not difficult or highly expensive to fix is poorly fitting ac-
cess doors in the HVAC ducts for our classroom areas. 
This has spilled a lot of air into the hallway ceilings without 
ever making it to the classrooms! We’re making repairs as 
needed, along with the regular project schedule, and ex-
pect even more improvement on comfort levels in this 
area than we had anticipated. 
 

Thanks, Grace members, for enabling this work of main-
taining our Firm Foundation for changing the world! 
 

Author Spotlight:  
Historical Fiction By 
Liz Tolsma 
By Elizabeth Nicholson 
 

Two new adult fiction additions to the Grace Church Library focus on courage, faith, 
and love during World War II.  

 

Liz Tolsma’s debut novel, Snow on the Tulips, is set during 
the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands.  It tells the story of 
Cornelia, a war widow, and Gerrit, a Dutch Resistance 
member.  As their affection for one another grows, so does 
the risk of Garrit’s underground work being discovered. 
 

In Daisies are Forever, American Gisela Cramer flees Prussia 
with her two nieces as the Red Army advances. During their 
exodus, they meet an escaped British prisoner of war, and in 
order to help him avoid detection, they become a family. As 
the refugees struggle to reach Berlin, they must rely on God’s grace to see them through. 
 

Check out these and other books from Grace Library! 
 
“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 

 

August Healing Worship 
Join the circle of worship on Saturday evenings at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Activity Center, when the freedom of Saturday still lingers, and the 
promise of the new week is dawning.  Join with Pastor Cindy Marino 
and music worship leader Vickie Wagner in an intimate setting of 
faith and fellowship.  On Saturday, August 8, experience healing 
worship with Pam Riley-Valesh, who will offer the touch of anointing 
oils to those who choose to accept this special blessing. 
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All God’s Creatures  
Great and Small 

              Our People 
 Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Mary Errington, sister of Bob Lehman 
Mike Kucera, nephew of Char Gregory 
Joe Lopez, brother-in-law of David Biegon 
Jacqueline Mackintosh, mother of Sharon Giudice 
Emma Corman Reick, mother of Jean Blumthal 

      Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Grace Church celebrates the appointment of our new  
Senior Pastor, Rev. Cindy Marino, on July 1 
Ilona Ilyukhin, daughter of Hope UMC in Russia Pastor  
Vladimir Ilyukhin and his wife, Natalia, was born on July 8 
Bud Berger celebrates his 90th birthday on August 15; 
please send greetings to 121 Sylvia Lane, Naperville, IL  
60540 
B.J. Bogguss celebrates her 93rd birthday on August 31; 
please send greetings to 2004 Audubon Ave. #T24,  
Naperville, IL  60563 

    Letters 
Dear Grace Church, 
 

Thank you for keeping in touch with me at my Iowa farm.  My 
daughter put a notice of my 80th birthday in the newsletter.  I 
received a “shower” of cards, greetings, and prayers.   
      Much joy… 
     —Marilyn Kayton 
 
Dear Family of Grace, 
 

Thank you for my lovely altar flowers on Sunday.  I was sur-
prised to be so honored by the church.  I have enjoyed my 28 
years at Grace, 24 of them in the church office as needed.  
The church assumes the post office does it all, so they look for 
Grace Notes, the Lenten booklets, statements and other infor-
mation on a regular basis always coming.  It all takes work, 
and I was very pleased to be a part of getting the message out.  
Take care of it all, as you have always done.  As the changes 
grow to be accepted, may others come forward to serve.  I will 
be using the address of my daughter:  59 Wordsworth 
Drive, Ivyland, PA  18974.  My cell phone number is 
215-205-5073.   
  Best wishes to all and God’s blessings… 
     —Ellen Burrows 
 

Dear Grace Friends, 
 

Thank you for the birthday cards you sent me.  I enjoyed reading 
them and hearing from you.  They brought back many memories. 
     —Edward Wolak 
 
 

       

This monthly column celebrates God’s great and small, bright 
and beautiful, whether they are your beloved domestic pets 
or creatures you’ve seen in your backyard, at a park, on va-
cation, on safari, etc.  Please send your photos with a “bio-
like” description either of your pet(s) or an explanation of 
where the photo was taken and any relevant details.  Please 
do not send photos that were not taken either by you or 
someone you personally know—no Internet downloads, 
please!  You are encouraged to send your photos and “bio’s” 
to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org., or drop them in the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb.  Photos will be returned upon 
request.   

Friends From Iceland! 
Puffin and goats 

(and trolls!) 
courtesy of John 

and Linda Bodine,  
who visited Iceland 

in June 2015.  


