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Grace concert series 2013-14 
 

Sun., September 22, 3:00pm  Stephanie Lindsey Abderhalden 
Flute and Percussion Recital  

Sun., October 27, 3:00PM  A Benjamin Britten Centenary Choral Celebration 
The New Classic Singers, DuPage County’s premiere professional choral ensemble, brings a  
program of music by one of the greatest composers of the 20th—or any—century.   
All Saints’ Sunday, November 3  “Requiem for the Living” in worship   
A stunning new choral work from Dan Forrest, a fabulous young composer who is  
writing some of the finest and most appealing new pieces for the church, college and beyond.   
 

 GRACE FESTIVAL CHOIR:  For adults, collegiates, musically motivated high schoolers from  
 Grace Church and the community!  Join us for “Requiem for the Living,” a rare, limited- 
 commitment opportunity for those who love to sing great and inspiring choral music.   
 Must attend no fewer than FOUR of the following rehearsals:  
 Thursdays, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, and Monday, October 28.   
 
and the fifth house ensemble will join  
us Again in residence in our 2013-14 
concert series season! 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church August 2013 

By Barb Ceruti 
 

For three days in June, 
17 youth and eight 
adults from Grace 
joined our annual 
Hope at Home sum-
mer youth mission, 
serving five local or-
ganizations:  Feed My 
Starving Children, 
Northern Illinois Food 
Bank, Marcy Cen-
ter/Marcy Newberry, 
Sunrise Assisted Living, 
and the Green Earth 
Institute.   
 

Despite months of 
careful planning, those 
three days were not 
without some surpris-
es.  “Mother Nature 
changed the course of 
our second day [at 
Green Earth Institute] 
with a torrential down-
pour,” said Youth Di-
rector Gaye Lynn 
Loufek.  Quipped As-
sistant Youth Director 
John Dudich, “The air 
was filled with more 
water than oxygen!”  

On the third day, at 
the Marcy Center, em-
ployees shared the sad 
news that the pre-
school through 12-
year-old children 
would not be in at-
tendance at that partic-
ular facility.  When our 
team was re-routed to  
the Marcy Newberry 
facility to work with 
school-aged children, 
they learned that the 
entire entity of Marcy 
Newberry would be 
closing the very next 
day due to financial 
constraints.  “For the 
past four years, we 
have had a wonderful 
experience with the 
Marcy children and 
staff, and we wish 
them strength, cour-
age, and peace as they 
learn to navigate this 
new part of their life’s 
journey,” said Gaye 
Lynn.  “They will be in 
my prayers for a long 
time!” 
 

John Dudich 
viewed the un-
expected situa-
tion at Marcy as 
an opportunity 
for our 6th-12th 
graders to see 
that plans can 
change instantly, 
especially when 
dealing with 
children, and patience 
is key.  “It was a neat 
learning experience 
about how patience 
matters when you are 
investing time with 
little kids,” said John. 
 

Patience is not the only 
lesson our youth 
learned.  “Keeping eve-
ryone focused on 
needs that are here in 
our own backyard can 
be a challenge,” said 
Gaye Lynn.  “It is hard 
for some folks to fath-
om that there is great 
need, even right here  
in Naperville.”   

 

Thirteen-year-old  
Virginia Gramarosso 

seemed to understand:  
“It is the best feeling to 
know you are making a 
difference in our own 
community.  On Hope 
at Home, we see that 
need in our community 
while spending time 
with friends from 
church.  It is the three 
best days of my sum-
mer.”   
 

Said 10th grader Collin 
Osmun, “It made me 
feel good to help so 
many others in so 
many ways.”  His sister 
Elyse, 11, enjoyed do-
ing the carnival for the 
Marcy children.  “It 
was fun to see the kids 

so excited about win-
ning prizes,” she said. 
 

Connor Fahs, a sev-
enth grader, enjoyed 
working at the North-
ern Illinois Food Bank 
because his job was 
the most important—
managing the scale and 
making sure there 
were enough goods in 
each box.  “Hope at 
Home is an amazing 
experience for middle 
school kids and a really 
fun, rewarding way to 
help people,” said 
Connor.   
 

Rally 

Day! 

    Sunday, August 25!Sunday, August 25!  
• New Sunday School 

Classes 
• A new choir season 
• Blessing of the 

Backpacks 
• Back to full-swing 

Grace! 

Hope@Home June 25-27 

Hope@Home 2013:  Surprises Bring Unexpected Blessings 
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Pastor’s Journal        
           
 

Our Vacation Bible School ended with a celebration and our annual All-Church Picnic on July 21.  
We were thankful for the blessing of a building equipped to welcome 200 children and 100 volun-
teers in the extreme heat of that week (July 15-19).  We were able to move the entire VBS in-
doors after Monday when some children were experiencing heat stress outdoors.  What a blessing 
our Grace building is! 
 

On that Sunday, Charlie Gregory, our A Firm Foundation Forever Campaign Chair, thanked the congregation for nearly 
$1.6 million in commitments to making the Grace building strong for future generations.  While this total is short of our 
goal of $2 million, it is enough to get started, and our Building Committee is already hard at work planning and schedul-
ing projects (see John Bodine’s column below).  This is a major achievement for Grace, and we look forward to a strong 
future with many blessings from the people, especially the children, served by Grace. 
 

We will continue to receive gifts and commitments.  Several have told us of their intentions, but, for their own reasons, 
are not ready to make a commitment to the campaign at this time.  Our Firm Foundation Campaign team will continue to 
follow up and make contacts.  We believe that over the coming two years, we will achieve the full goal of restoring the 
HVAC system, parking lots, roofs and safety systems in our building, preparing for another generation to come. 
 

Thank you for your commitment to Grace and the Firm Foundation Campaign. 
           

         Grace and Peace, 
         

August 2013 

To re-cap the 
last report of 
from the 
Building Com-
mittee, we got 
an early start 
on several 
projects in 

advance of the completion  
of the Capital Campaign 
through a contribution from 
the Grace Foundation for 
Safety and Security items. 
Specific projects include re-
paring the grease trap in the 
kitchen, installing fire sup-
pression over the kitchen 
stove, installing security cam-
eras, and installing a new 
phone/paging system. The 
grease trap project was can-
celed due to a determination 
that regular routing of the 
sewer lines would solve the 
few issues we have at a much 
lower cost. 
 

Fire Suppression 
The fire suppression project 
is still in progress. The new 
gas valve has been installed 

and we are now waiting for a 
permit from the City of Na-
perville before going ahead 
with the final installation.  
The permit application was 
made in early June, but we 
were cautioned it would take 
a number of weeks to pro-
cess it through. 
 

Security Cameras 
Security cameras are in-
stalled and operational. Re-
maining tasks include:  ensur-
ing key users can load the 
client software; working with 
the vendor to get user train-
ing; and addressing policy 
considerations.  
 

Phone and Paging  
System 
We have gone through a 
vendor selection process and 
learned a lot in the meantime 
about available technologies. 
A vendor has been selected 
for installing an IP Phone Sys-
tem (Internet Protocol). IP 
phones are essentially com-
puting devices that connect 

to the local computer net-
work and are increasingly 
replacing conventional and 
digital phones in workplaces 
around the country. There 
are many features that unite 
telecommunications and 
computing capabilities that 
will be beneficial to Grace. 
The paging speakers that will 
be placed in Grace hallways 
and large gathering rooms 
will be integrated into the 
phone system.   
 

We will have an “on prem-
ise” system, meaning the 
server and software will be 
at Grace, and this approach 
will extend wired computing 
connections to all locations 
where phones are installed. 
Grace will also be well posi-
tioned for leveraging further 
communications technology 
developments over the next 
several years. Committee 
members have committed to 
doing the wiring for the new 
phone system, as we did for 
the security cameras recently 

installed. Wiring for the 
phones will be a bigger job 
than security cameras, how-
ever, so we’ll be seeking help 
for that part of the project. 
We would like to complete 
the installation by the end of 
August and are currently 
assessing that possibility with 
the vendor.   
 

Capital Campaign 
The formal active stage of 
the Capital Campaign was 
completed as of the end of 
July. The latest figures are at 
about $1.525M, which leaves 
us a bit short of our $2M 
goal.  In our next meeting of 
the full Building Committee 
on August 25 in the Grace 
Fireside Room, 12:00-2:00 
p.m., we will assess how to 
prioritize remaining projects 
in view of the current limited 
funds. Of top priority at that 
time will be the heating and 
cooling system, as we target 
the fall of 2014 for installa-
tion. 
 

Grace Building Committee, Capital Campaign Update    By John Bodine 
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  Tues 
AUG. 27 

Wed 
AUG. 28 

Thurs 
AUG. 29 

 Sun 
SEPT. 8 

  GPT 
7:15-8:45pm 
Sanctuary 
Directed by 
Worship Lead-
ers Lynn Leit-
zen and Dan 
Wagner 
 
 
 
 
 

CBE 
4:00-5pm 
Room 160 
Gr. 4-8 
Directed by 
Debbie John 

CCM 
5:00-6pm 
Angelus Choir 
Gr. K-1 
Room 231 
Directed by 
Renee Roscoe 
Morrison 
Cherub Choir 
Gr. 2-3 
Room 232 
Directed by  
Sue Riedinger 
Junior Singers 
Gr. 4-7 
Directed by 
Lynn Leitzen 
GBE 
7:00pm  
Room 160 
Directed by  
Val Dudley 
 

Adult ringers & 
subs needed! 
Play twice per 
month at 8:15 
service and for 
occasional spe-
cial services. 

NLS 
7:15-8:30pm 
Room 161 
Directed by 
Sherrie 
Holdeman 
 

CC 
Chancel 
Choir 
7:00pm 
Coffee and 
Social Time 
7:45pm  
Rehearsal 
Sanctuary 
Directed by 
Dan Wagner 
 

Grace’s largest 
choir, college 
students  
through adults. 
Sing classics, 
hymn settings, 
Gospel and 
more at 9:30 
a.m. worship 
and for special 
concerts and 
holy days. 
Some members 
of the Chancel 
Choir are also 
part of the 
Chamber 
Singers, a  
select group of 
auditioned, ad-
vanced singers 
with strong mu-
sical back-
ground and 
training. Cham-
ber Singers 
rehearsals are 
7:00-7:30, be-
fore Chancel 
rehearsal.  

 YC 
12:15pm 
Rehearsal  
Sanctuary 
1:30pm 
Pizza Lunch  
Gr. 7-12 
Directed by 
Dan and Vickie 
Wagner 
 

From contem-
porary Chris-
tian to classical 
to global music.  
Sing regularly 
at various 
morning ser-
vices, special 
events, con-
certs, annual 
Youth Musical, 
holy days.  
Great training 
in voice, music 
and worship! 
Regular re-
hearsal time  
12:15-1:30pm. 
 

YBWE 
1:30pm  
Pizza  
2:00pm 
Info Mtng. 
New group!  
Directed by 
Dan Wagner 
Calling ad-
vanced high 
school players; 
regular re-
hearsal time 
1:30-2:30pm. 

CBE (Children’s Bell Ensemble) - CC (Chancel Choir) - CCM (Children’s Choir Ministries)  
GBE (Grace Bell Ensemble) - GPT (Grace Praise Team) - NLS (New Life Singers) - YC (Youth Choir) 

YBWE - (Youth Brass and Woodwind Ensembles—players wanted!) 

NEW LIFE 
SINGERS 
(NLS) 
“If you like to 
sing and would 
like to share 
your gift of mu-
sic with the 
people of 
Grace, NLS 
invites you to 
come sing with 
us!  We sing 
twice per month 
at the 8:15 ser-
vice and for 
occasional spe-
cial services 
throughout the 
choir year.  No 
audition re-
quired—just a 
love of singing 
God’s praises.  
We’d love to 
have you join 
us. Come give 
us a try!” 

—Sherrie 
Holdeman 

Choir Rehearsals Begin This Month! 

Please pre-register for all music groups at www.peopleofgrace.org.    
Or scan this QR code with your smart phone right now! 

Everyone Is Welcome 
to Join Grace Music! 

CHILDREN’S BELL  
ENSEMBLE (CBE) 
“Children in grades 4-8 are invit-
ed to come share in the joy of 
making music and friends!  A 
previous ability to read music is 
not a requirement to attend our 
weekly rehearsals.” 
  —Debbie John 

GRACE 
PRAISE TEAM 
(GPT) 
“Do you have a 
NEW SONG to 
sing?  Is yours 
inside you wait-
ing to be 
shared?  As one 
of the worship 
leaders at the 
11:00 service, I 
extend a wel-
come to those 
whose “song” 
may be from 
their lips or their 
fingertips.  If you 
are gifted with 
an instrument 
(bass, guitar, 
keyboard, 
drums, other 
stringed instru-
ments)...JOIN 
US!  If you are 
gifted vocally, 
share your voice 
with us!  If au-
dio/visual tech-
nology is your 
thing, join us at 
the sound 
desk!” 
  —Lynn Leitzen 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
MINISTRIES (CCM) 
“Let’s help our children discover 
their song!  They ALL have one 
to share.  Our graded choir pro-
gram (see middle column under 
CCM) offers a wonderful oppor-
tunity for your K-7th grade child 
to learn about the song that is 
inside of them…a song of love 
for God, themselves, and their 
neighbors.  Bring a friend and 
JOIN US Wednesday evenings 
during the school year!” 
  —Lynn Leitzen 

SEE BACK COVER FOR 2013-14 CONCERT SERIES INFORMATION! 
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By Angela 
McCurdy 
 

For more than 
two decades, 
Renovare, a 

nonprofit Christian organization that ”models, resources, 
and advocates fullness of life with God experienced, by 
grace, through the spiritual practices of Jesus and of the his-
torical church,” has pioneered the use of spiritual classics 
for deepening the discipleship of modern Christians.  25 
Books Every Christian Should Know: A Guide to the Essen-
tial Spiritual Classics has recently been added to the Grace 
Church Library to honor the memory of Loren Alfrey.   
Devotional Classics: Selected Readings for Individuals and 
Groups, an earlier Renovare work, is also in the collection. 
Both works include historical background for each selection 
as well as questions for group discussion 
or personal reflection. 25 Books also in-
cludes an appendix listing nine recom-
mended living authors. The following quo-
tations outline the aims of both works: 
 

“We today suffer from the unexamined no-
tion that the more recent something is, the 
better, the more true it must be. This book is 

our attempt to counter this present-day myo-
pia. It brings together fifty-two carefully chosen 
selections from the great devotional classics…
A word of instruction needs to be given about 
reading these devotional classics. These writers 
make no attempt to grab you quick and hold 
you tight. They have no intention of tickling 
your ears and titillating your fantasies. They 
promise no easy steps to instant holiness, no guaranteed plan for 
personal prosperity, no sure-fire technique for peace of mind.”  

 

“But together with the warning comes encouragement. These 
books have the power to renew your soul, rekindle your spiritual 
passion, and transform your life. If you have ever experienced a 
longing for God, a desire and thirst for a richer knowledge of 
Christ, a yearning for a deeper life, these writers will not disap-
point…Our primary resource is the Bible, but our life of faith has 
also been shaped by the writings of many Christians who were 
seeking to interpret the Bible, further their understanding, and 
live the Christian life. Such writings serve not only as lenses to 
reveal and clarify the biblical message but also as testimonies and 
guidance from Christians who have walked our path before us.”  
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

September  
Grace Notes  

Please submit news,  
photos or articles for the  
September 2013 issue of 
Grace Notes by Monday,  
Aug. 26, to barbceruti@ 

peopleofgrace.org; call 
630-355-1748, ext. 240; 

or bring to the church  
office.  Your submissions 
are welcome and encour-
aged, but may be edited 
for space and/or content.   

Casual Worship Aug. 17-18 
For a Serious Cause! 
Over the weekend of  
August 17-18, at all four 
worship services, we are 
asking our congregation 
not to listen to their 
mothers and come to 
worship in their casual 
clothes—shorts, t-shirts, 
sandals, etc.  No shorts, no 
t-shirts, no service!  The 
“price” of this break from our Sunday best is a 
donation to the 2014 Feed My Starving Children 
Mobile Pack Event, in which Grace and several 
other churches in our community participated in 
February and to which we donated funds for 
25,000 meals.  Suggested donations are $5 per 
person or $20 max. per family.  Donors’ wrist-
bands will be available for purchase in the Activity 
Center on August 11th and 18th.  
Let’s help feed hungry children 
across the world by doffing the 

dress 
clothes 
and do-
nating to 
FMSC! 

Save the Date! 
HARVEST HOME 

Wednesday 

October 9 
2013 

Wanted:  Dodgeball Players! 
Middle school, high school, college 
students/young adults needed to 

form teams for Rebuilding Together-
Aurora’s Dodgeball Tournament 

NOV. 8-9, 2013.  Visit 
www.rtaurora.org/dodgeball or 

contact Thatch Irwin at  
tirwin@wideopenwest.com. 

ANTIQUE ROAD SHOW RETURNS! 
OVER 50 FELLOWSHIP 

Thurs., SEPT. 12, 12-2pm 
In Fellowship Hall; $10 lunch & program 

Featuring Antique Experts  
Glenn Lynch and John Leonard  

Bring an antique/collectible! 
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Grace Youth Upstage, Throw Book at “Lazy Teen” Perceptions  By Barb Ceruti 

Emily Blair: a.k.a. 
Author “Blair Taylor” 
 

Emily Blair had a crazy idea 
one day in sixth grade science 
class—an idea that led to the 
not-so-crazy writing and pub-
lishing of her own book three 
years later. “The idea was 
very juvenile,” said the Matea 
Valley High School junior, 

“and I didn’t know what I was doing, but I started chapter 
one of Sunsoul.”  Sunsoul was published by the independ-
ent publishing website createspace.com, which allows writ-
ers to publish their own works for widespread readership.  
Written under the pen name of Blair Taylor (Emily’s last 
and middle names), Sunsoul is about a teenaged girl, Emily, 
born with the power to control the sun.  Seaspirit, the se-
quel to the adventure story whose heroine must save her 
loved ones from evildoers who covet her powers, will be 
available this month.  While Emily’s primary readers are 
‘tweens and teens, she is keeping her options open on the 
writing front.  “I try to make my books more relatable to 
kids as opposed to adults, but I’d like to try some more 
mature writing,” said Emily, who has begun other books 
(those she calls her “break books”) that are separate from 
her action/adventure novels.  “I’ve started a few realistic 
fictions that I am a bit proud of.”   
 

According to Emily, what she loves most about writing is 
the freedom it allows.  “There are no rules.  I can do what 
I want, create who I want, kill who I want, and bend the 
laws of science that I think should be bent.”  As for chal-
lenges, she is not immune to the bane of perhaps every 
novelist—writer’s block.  “I’ve always said that writer’s 
block is when your imaginary friends won’t talk to you,” 
she said.  Emily also finds editing difficult.  “I re-read things 
I have written, and I want to punch myself in the face!”  

Even so, she writes whenever 
she can and continues to find 
inspiration, often during class 
time. 
 

“I have 18 journals, 12 note-
books, and I can’t even tell 
you how many documents 
are on my laptop,” said Emily.  
It just becomes a part of your 
life, so you want to continue, 
and you don’t want to stop.”   
 

Emily’s book, Sunsoul, is availa-
ble at createspace.com and 
amazon.com.  Look for Seaspirit 
soon!  All book proceeds benefit 
Emily’s college savings account.   

Mak Jungnickel: Theater 
Company Founder, Play-
wright and Director 
 

Okay, I admit it.  I went to Mak 
Jungnickel’s play, “The Beautiful 
Disaster,” expecting to witness 
something written by, well, an 
18-year-old.  One scene in, how-
ever, my expectations changed.  
“The Beautiful Disaster,” a 
workplace drama, displayed thoughtful character develop-
ment, compelling dialogue, and themes far more sensitive 
and mature than I thought anyone so young capable of.  
Then again, Mak knows a thing or two about emotional 
depth, having lost his mother, Elaine, to cancer shortly be-
fore entering his teens.  “I love my Mom, and I love the 
people at Grace, but to be honest, they probably wouldn’t 
have liked this show,” was the debatable comment of the 
founder of NVO Productions, a theater company for upper 
youth who want an opportunity to perform in the annual 
summer productions Mak writes.  As for what NVO stands 
for, said Mak, “It can mean different things based on how 
you know me...I like to leave people guessing.”  
 

Formerly a Grace Jun-
ior Singer in several of 
our children’s musicals, 
Mak played a lot of 
“cool roles,” which he 
humbly attributes to 
having been one of very 
few boys in the choir.  
Barbeque for Ben (2005) 

and Elijah (2008) were his favorites, but writing is Mak’s 
true love.  A 2013 graduate of Naperville Central High, he 
wrote several productions for the school during his years 
there.  “I have always loved to create,” said Mak, who will 
be studying accounting at Butler University in the fall.  For-
tunately, a family friendship with Kandiss Hernandez, own-
er of Kidz Kabaret, allowed Mak the opportunity to pre-
sent his play in Kandiss’ Center Stage Theater in Naper-
ville. “None of this would have happened without Kandiss,” 
said Mak.  He credits his sister, Carley, as well, who told 
Kandiss about the plays Mak had written.  When Kandiss 
opened her doors to his production July 25-27, the house 
was nearly packed all three nights.  Proceeds went to Elain-
gel’s Angels, the Jungnickel family’s foundation for children 
whose parents have died of cancer.   
 

“I encourage anyone to be part of what I’m doing,” said 
Mak.  “One disclaimer,” he adds, “is that we don’t withhold 
speaking on any themes in our shows...there’s little censor-
ship.”  Warning taken, but audiences should definitely not 
be dissuaded from catching this home-grown talent’s work. 

Scene from “The Beautiful Disaster” 
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By Margaret Harrison, Director of 
Christian Education 
 

What fun we had at 
Vacation Bible 
School this year!  
Two hundred and 
five children from 
Grace and the 

community, ages two through the 
completion of 4th grade, participated in 
the weeklong “Everywhere Fun Fair:  
Where God’s World Comes Togeth-
er” July 15-19.  The children learned 
about our neighbors around the world 
in the countries of Japan, Zimbabwe, 
the United Kingdom, Australia, and 
Mexico.  Our fun crafts related to 
each of the countries.   
 

The children enjoyed our puppet – 
“Godwin Merrifeather (Peter Miller), 
Gulliver Globetrotter (on the video),  
and our ticket taker, Telly Ticket 
(Heidi Vanderbloemen).  Bible stories 
included:  Sarah and Abraham Wel-
come the Visitors, A Widow Gives 
Cheerfully, Good Samaritan:  A Bold 
Neighbor, Jesus Forgives Zacchaeus, 
and God Welcomes Everyone (Peter 
and Cornelius).   

  

Each day there was a Friend-
ship Phrase:  Neighbors are 
friendly;  Neighbors are giv-
ing;  Neighbors are bold; 
Neighbors are forgiving; and 
Neighbors are welcoming.  
Eighty-one (!) apprentices 
and youth helped the teach-
ers with music, crafts, games, 
and snacks.  About 70 adults 
helped lead classrooms, mu-
sic, crafts, snacks, games, set 
up, deco-
rating, 
and lunch-
eons. 
  

A mission 
offering 
was taken 
each day 
that will 
go to 
UMCOR 
to pur-
chase nets 
for “No 
More Ma-
laria.”   
 

 

Backpacks brought in by the children 
went to Pilgrimage UMC Church in 
University Park, Illinois, food went to 
Loaves and Fishes, and school supplies 
will be given to help other children. 
 

Ollie Burrows, “Jesus” to many of our 
children, was greatly missed this year.  
We were hoping that he might be able 
to come for a short time, but that was 
not possible.  A very large card was 
signed for Ollie by the children and 
adults and given to him.  A special 
prayer for Ollie was given by Pastor 
Bob.  Over the many years of VBS, 
Ollie has reached out to hundreds of 
children.  We have been blessed by his 
ministry.   

VBS a Great Week Learning About Our Neighbors Around the World 

Oliver Burrows played 
“Jesus” at Vacation Bible 
School for nearly 20 years.  
He passed away on July 24. 

Creating a Welcoming Faith Community   
From Don Niswonger and Carol Findon 
 

“Lead With Love” is a growing grass roots small group 
formed for the purpose of creating a more inclusive envi-
ronment at Grace for members and families of the GLBT 
(Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender) community.  Here at 
Grace, we have family members and friends who feel mar-
ginalized and oppressed because of the conscious and un-
conscious bias of many, and they do not feel fully wel-
comed at Grace.  Beginning October 13, 11:00 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. in Room 232, five sessions on the second Sunday of 
each month will examine our theological understandings  
of homosexuality and God’s will for individuals and the 
church, guided by the following objectives: 
• Calling Grace back to its core values of hospitality, com-

passion, justice, mercy and genuine love for all persons. 
• Bringing to Grace an intentional exploration and learning 

environment whereby the congregation can come  
together for conversations about sexuality. 

• Growing beyond our pain of separation to-
ward a more compassionate, empathic rela-
tionship between Grace and GLBT persons. 

Eclipsing Empire:  Paul, Rome 
and the Kingdom of God  
 

“Progressive Christianity” begins again 
on Monday, September 9, at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 254.  Pastors Don Niswonger and Carol Findon will 
lead the orientation for this twelve-session series entitled 
“Eclipsing Empire:  Paul, Rome and the Kingdom of God.”  
Did you know that Paul takes up exactly half of the New 
Testament?  This class will explore:  1) Why Paul’s mis-
sionary strategy was to concentrate on Roman provincial 
capitals; 2) How the Roman Empire was confronted with 
the Kingdom of God; and 3) What was the Christian pro-
gram of peace through justice instead of the imperial Ro-
man program of peace through victory. 

Healing Prayer  

this month:  Aug. 17 Saturday Evening 
Worship… 
It’s Worth  
Remembering! 
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        Animal Attraction! 

Dogs, and cats, and birds, oh my!  We’re out of animals for this 
column!  E-mail your domestic or wild animal photos to barbce-
ruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop them off in the church office,  
ATTN: Barb.  Photos will be returned upon request.   

On April 21, 2013, Janis Mensah, soon to be a tenth grader at 
Neuqua Valley High School, wrote this about her dog, Fluff: 
 

“Last year, my mom and I went to Furry Babies at Fox Val-
ley mall to buy a new puppy.  This bichon frise/poodle mix 
we named Fluff is a great addition to our family.  She was 
born on August 22, 2011, and is now an 8-pound dog.  She 
can usually be found in her bed, in the living room, or in 
her winter outfit on a walk.  Fluff enjoys playing with toys 
and barking at the geese that frequent the pond near my 
house.  She is also known for running laps around the 
house when bored and sunbathing in the warm seasons. 
 

For many years, I thought I would never get a dog because 
I am allergic to their dander.  However, Fluff is a hypoaller-
genic bundle of joy.  Whenever a family member leaves the 
house, she waits on the window sill, watching them leave.  
She then comes running to the front door when she hears 
the garage door open.  Fluff is always ready to greet guests 
with an energetic wag of the tail.  Despite the short time 
we have had her, she is already trained and can do many 
basic tricks.  When we first got her, we had no clue about 
how to train her, but we had help from professional dog 
trainers.  Although my brother was initially opposed to 
getting a dog, he now says, “Fluff is not just a pet, but part 
of the family.” 
 
Pet Owners:  If a beloved pet has passed away within the past 12 
months and you would like his/her name read at our annual Pet 
Blessing on October 5, please notify the editor (contact info above). 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Oliver Burrows, husband of Ellen Burrows 
Elaine W. Getz, mother of Larry Getz 
Dave McHaney, friend of Dorotha and JoEllen Bender 
Robert Novak, son of Kay Novak 
Jerry Siwek, friend of Paul and Brenda Carpenter 
Jerry Travelstead, mother of Craig Travelstead 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Amanda Carpenter and Justin Landsman were married July 5 
Tiffany Ryan and Austin Hermsen were married on July 20 
Meghan Patterson and Ryan Van De Putte were married on 
July 27 
James Thomas Murray, son of Laura and Hunter Murray and 
grandson of Bob and Margaret Schmitt, was born on July 13 
Benjamin Harris Hansen, son of Anna and Charley Hanson and 
grandson of Mark and Char Schwabero, was born on July 28 
Esther Ariel Crabtree, daughter of Mark and Samantha Crab-
tree and great-granddaughter of Barbara and the late Al Hoch, was 
born on July 30 
Ann and Mike Walczak celebrated 30 years of marriage July 22 
Miriam and Bob Lehman celebrated 60 years of marriage on 
August 1 
B.J. Bogguss celebrates her 91st birthday on August 31; please 
send greetings to 2004 Audubon Ave., #124, Napervillle, IL  60563 

                                  Baptisms 
River Lee Rhea, daughter of Clinton and Jessica Rhea, was bap-
tized on July 14 
Rebecca Lynn Johnson, daughter or Kelly Johnson, was baptized 
on July 21 

                    Letters to Our Grace Family 
 

Thank you to all who have offered such great support through cards, 
calls, and prayers to my family and me while my Mom has been ill.  
Thank you especially to those who visited with her while we were away 
on Side-by-Side and Hope at Home.  Your kindness and generosity were 
so greatly appreciated and will never be forgotten.  —Gaye Lynn Loufek 
 

Thanks to all for the beautiful sympathy cards sent in memory of my son, 
Robert.  Thank you, Pastors Bill and Don, for a beautiful service. 
          —Kay Novak 
 

We wanted to thank you for your love, support, and prayers during 
Scott’s illness and lung transplant.  We definitely received strength from 
them during our journey.  Scott is moving forward day by day.  We know 
we have a long road ahead but we are blessed and so thankful for the 
“gift of hope” that we received.  Our family has been praying for the 
donor’s family as well.  With every breath Scott takes, we know that it is 
due to that person’s or family’s generosity of spirit.  We are grateful for 
our Grace Church family.  Love, Joy, and Blessings to all…           
   —Scott, Annemarie, and Connor Oats 
 

It is with grateful appreciation we thank our Grace Church friends who 
have selected such lovely cards and notes to send to Oliver and me these 
past eleven months.  Ollie had great faith and fought hard to win his 
battle with cancer.  We came to understand that God had His plan for 
us, as well as the time schedule.  In June, we celebrated our 60th wed-
ding anniversary, and Oliver his 84th birthday on Father’s Day.  We feel 
blessed to have had these past months to grow our faith and share 
our friendships with you.  Thank you for being there.     
   —Ellen Burrows for Oliver and family 

Fluff 


