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Walk With Grace in the Walk With Grace in the   
LABOR DAY PARADELABOR DAY PARADE!!  
Labor Day, September 3, is just around the corner, 
and with it, the annual Naperville Labor Day Parade! 
Wouldn’t it be great to have a large crowd from our 
Grace family participate in the parade, sharing with 
our community all that Grace has to offer and how 
excited we are to be a part of it?  We need walkers 

as well as 
some people to pull wagons with 
supplies.  Sign-ups to walk in the  
parade will be on Sundays, August 
19, August 26, and September 2 
at Grace.  This is a fun family 
event—you’ll get a cool shirt to 
wear, too!  Invite your friends and 
neighbors to walk with you!  Watch 
for further details in Grace in Mis-
sion and at www.peopleofgrace.org. 

 

   

 

Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

       

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

August 2012 

Capital Projects Open Forum August 12,  Congregational Vote August 19 
By John Bodine 
 

The Capital Projects 
Study Team has worked 
hard to identify and 
shape key projects that 
will improve our Grace 
home, providing for fu-

ture generations a safe, attractive, and 
enabling platform for us to Gather, 
Grow, and Go into the world to make 
disciples for Christ. The work has been 
grueling in many ways, but exciting too, 
as we begin to envision the implications 
of these projects 10, 20, even 30 years 
down the road.  
 

We have communicated these key pro-
jects with updates in Grace Notes, notic-
es in Grace In Mission, postings of Q&A 
material on our web site, and through 
open discussion forum sessions, the last 
of which is on Sunday, August 12.  
While we understand that talking about 
roofing, heating and cooling systems, 
parking lots, and safety/security infra-
structure is just not that exciting, these 
projects are critical to improving and 
preserving Grace for this generation 
and future generations to come.  With 
these improvements, we are creating a 

more functional, inviting space that will 
be attractive to visitors and the sur-
rounding community.  These improve-
ments will help us to Gather in a com-
fortable setting, Grow with our en-
hanced ability to provide a safe sanctu-
ary for our children, and Go into the 
world with a renewed spirit of Grace.   
 

We were reminded by Church Council 
on July 24 that we must look to and en-
vision the future to ensure that Grace is 
a vital, vibrant, and fully functional place 
in all the ways that are needed by our 
children and their children after them. 
We must reinvest in ourselves so that 
we can be that Vital Congregation we 
strive to be. We want Grace to look 
good, to work well, and to be an attrac-
tive resource for our members and the 
community well into the future. We 
have a mission, and Grace is our place 
to inspire one another and to be nur-
tured spiritually.  It is also our launch 
pad for changing the world.  Our Capi-
tal Projects Study Team has grown to 
think this way as a team and has incor-
porated that mindset into the plans, and 

they want to convey their enthusiasm 
and commitment to you. 

 

We conducted Open Forums 
on July 8 and July15 and 
met with the Forum class 

on July 22 and the Questors 

on July 29 to discuss our list of capital 
projects and answer people’s questions.  
Feedback and ideas were reviewed by 
the Study Team on July 26 so that we 
can adapt the recommendations for the 
Capital Campaign accordingly.  A final 
Open Forum will be held on August 
12 at 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. in Room 254, 
followed by our Church Conference on 
August 19, when we’ll vote on initiat-
ing a Capital Campaign to fund the pro-
posed improvements.  We hope you 
can attend the Open Forum to be in-
formed and, especially, the Church 
Conference to participate in the voting.  
Those members present at the Church 
Conference constitute a quorum with a 
majority of those present required to 
approve the recommendation.  We will 
post reminders of these dates in the 
weekly Grace in Mission.  A brochure 
detailing the capital improvements is 
available outside of the church office.  
You may also find further information 
about the capital projects and answers 
to FAQ’s at www.peopleofgrace.org; 
click the “Capital Projects at Grace 
2012” tab on the left side of the home 
page.  Join us in getting excited about 
the future of Grace to become a Vital 
Congregation!   
 

See Vital Congregations information on 
page 2.   

Grace Rally Day August 26! 
Grace families, come celebrate a “New Year” at Grace on Sunday, August 
26!  With fun and fanfare, we’ll kick off a new season and curriculum of 
Sunday School as well as a new season of music.  At the 9:30 worship, we’ll 
have a “Blessing of the Backpacks,” as our youth are also beginning a new 
year of school.  Fall is the ideal time to prayerfully consider getting in-
volved in one or more of the many ministries, committees, groups and 
activities here at Grace.  Please watch for “Five Commitments” infor-
mation this fall, outlining all the many opportunities to grow in service!   

Discussion Forum August 12 
Capital Campaign Vote August 19 
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Pastor’s Journal         
 

Two Big Steps Forward For Grace  
 

Grace Church looks forward to the future by making commitments today.  The past few years have been 
difficult with the financial turmoil in the world’s economy.  Grace cut back on staffing and programs to 

accommodate this difficulty.  We believe that now is the time to step up with increased commitments.  This year we are 
taking two significant steps:  first, Grace Church has hired a new Assistant Youth Director.  John Dudich was introduced  
in worship services on August 5 by Gaye Lynn Loufek, our Youth Director.  We believe that John will bring 
additional encouragement and enthusiasm for Christ to our youth ministry program. 
 

Second, on August 19 at 3:30 p.m., we will have a congregational meeting to vote upon a proposal for a 
Capital Campaign to raise funds for the renovation of several aspects of the church building.  This is im-
portant work for the mission and purpose of Grace.  While no one comes to a Church because the build-
ing is well maintained, a building in disrepair reflects poorly on the way we honor God.  Projects like re-
placing an aging HVAC system are not attractive in themselves, but not caring for this will prevent Grace 
from Gathering people, Growing in faith and Going out into the world in mission and ministry.  Please make every effort 
to welcome John, and please come August 19 to vote on the renovation projects for our church building as Grace Church 
makes its commitments to the future God has for us.  To learn more about these projects and offer your feedback, please 
attend an open forum discussion the Sunday before the vote, on August 12, at 9:30 and 10:30 in Room 254.   
 

*Editor’s Note:  Watch for more about John Dudich in September’s Grace Notes.    
                    Grace and Peace, 
 

August 2012 

Vital Congregations Update  From Tom Blair  

Small Group Leaders and Committee Chairs: 
We need your help in celebrating and keeping track of one of our goals, which is to increase 
the number of disciples involved in missions!  Please help us by informing us of your mission 
activities and participation.  Please e-mail the date, activity, how many Grace disciples partici-

pated, and any donations that were given, if applicable, to missions@peopleofgrace.org.   
 

Vital Congregations Reports First Half Results 
As part of our UMC Vital Congregations efforts, Church Council has established a report card to track our progress 
through the first half of 2012 (results in chart below): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are proud of our efforts to date, but will continue to emphasize new professions of faith and small group formation 
and participation.   (*Percent attained with 50% of the year gone.) 

Grace UMC 2012 Vital Congregations Report Card 

Btbouf!tbob///uibol!zpv///gspn!pvs!Lfozb!njttjpo!ufbn"!
On August 4, our Kenya Mission Team returned from their mission to Maua and Meru, Kenya, which began on July 18.   
Because of our congregation’s generous donations of supplies, our team was able to take 600 pounds of clothing, medicine, 
building and school supplies to the people of Kenya!  With your monetary donations, they were also able to fund important 
projects and defray some of the cost of their tuition.  Visit their blog at peopleofgrace.org/kenya_blog.  There, you will also 
be able to listen to an audio message from them expressing their immense gratitude to the people of Grace. 

John Dudich 

* 

* 

* 
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Would you like to become involved with the Grace Church Library? Volunteers and new 
committee members are always welcome.  Please contact Angela McCurdy at  

angelamc803@yahoo.com for more information and the date of the next committee meeting.  We look forward to  
hearing from you!  And be sure to join us on Sunday, September 9, for book giveaways and more (further details to come)! 

Library Committee Welcomes New Members 

90 Minutes in Heaven Author 
Comes to Naperville September 21 
In 1989, Don Piper was struck head-on by an 
18-wheeler and pronounced dead by four sets of 
paramedics.  But 90 minutes after dying, Don 
returned to life and a broken body that has re-
quired 34 surgical procedures since the accident.  
During the time he was clinically dead, Piper was 
granted the privilege of a glimpse of heaven.  He 
has shared his amazing story not only in his New 
York Times best-selling book, but through several 
media outlets and speaking engagements around 
the nation and world.  On Friday, September 
21, 7:00 p.m. at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Naperville (1310 Shepherd Dr.), Don 
Piper will share his experience with the Naper-
ville community.  This event is open seating, with 
no tickets or admission charge.  A free will of-
fering will be taken in support of the many Don 
Piper Ministries and to help defray the cost of 
this event. Contact 630-534-0915 or 90minute-
sinnaperville@gmail.com for further information.   

Larry Hilkemann Leads United 
Methodist Men Spiritual Congress 
Former Grace Pastor Larry Hilkemann will be the 
keynote speaker at a Northern Illinois Confer-
ence for men over the weekend of September 
14-16 in Williams Bay, WI.  Presenting “A Guide 
for the Life of Your Congregation,” Rev. Hilke-
mann’s message is part of a small group/workshop-style retreat geared 
toward personal spiritual formation for men that will challenge and 
equip them to examine their values, actions and motives.  All men are 
invited and encouraged to attend.  Register at www.NICUMM.org by 
September 8, or contact Mark Himel at 630-536-8376. 

September “Walk to  
Emmaus” Retreats 
Would you like to grow closer to Christ by 
taking “the Walk of a lifetime”?  The Walk to 

Emmaus is a three-day retreat experience for men and women who 
would like to grow closer to Christ and, through Him, closer to their 
community, family, and selves.  The women’s fall Walk is scheduled for 
September 13-16, followed by the men’s Walk September 20-23.  
Both retreats are held at the Bishop Lane Retreat Center in Rockford, 
IL.  Several of our Grace members have experienced the Walk to Em-
maus and have come back much enriched in their faith journeys.  Con-
tact Joe Schofield at 630-778-9559 if you would like to speak with some 
of these people, or if you already know you want to embark upon this 
life-changing experience.    

Opportunities for Spiritual Enrichment Coming Soon... 
Healing Oils Service August 18 
Saturday Evening Worship is serious faith in a casual environment.  Eve-
ry week at 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center, this intimate group of wor-
shippers meet in a circular format to end the week spiritually centered 
and focused on God.  Twice per month, this service features anointing 
oils for those who wish to be touched by the healing aspects of this 
ancient, sacred practice.  The next healing oils service will be on Satur-
day, August 18, 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center.  Join us! 
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On Wednesday, July 18, the daytime temperatures reached 
99 degrees, and nighttime thunderstorms and heavy rains 
drenched much of the area.  While this was occurring, 66 
DuPage PADS clients were settling in at the interim housing 
site of Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle for an evening of air-
conditioned shelter and a fully prepared, well-balanced din-
ner.  Five others were scheduled to arrive later in the night.  
Clients had the opportunity to wash, watch a movie, and 
socialize while their clothing was laundered and folded.  In 
the morning, each client was provided a full breakfast and a 
sack lunch to take as he or she left the building.   

Grace Church was able to provide the 
meals and monitor lodging for these 
clients.  Thank you to the 25 people of 
Grace who cooked, baked and 
shopped and the 23 of our people who 
registered clients, delivered groceries, 
prepared and served meals, set down 
and picked up sleeping pads, washed dishes, did laundry, 
picked up and returned bed linens.  This was a hands- 
on experience that was a benefit to both those who gave 
and those who received!   

Nearly 50 From Grace Serve DuPage PADS   By Gay Craig 

By Leslie Rogers, Adult  
Education Council Chair 
 

Why Study DISCIPLE?  Dan-
ielle Keethler said this about 
her Disciple class experience: 
“This was life-changing… 
studying the whole Bible in 
concert with others, in an 
environment where discus-
sion is encouraged, was pow-
erful beyond words…and so 
reassuring!” 
 

DISCIPLE is a program of 
disciplined Bible study aimed 
at developing strong Chris-
tian leaders. It focuses on the 
disciple as learner, believer, 
follower, proclaimer, and 
servant while providing the 
fellowship of a small group 
for study, prayer, prepara-
tion, support, and servant-
hood. Although it is recom-
mended that you take the 
following classes in order, it 
is not necessary to do so. 
However, “Jesus in the Gos-
pels” is limited to those who 
have completed Disciple I-IV.   
All Disciple classes begin 
the week of September 17 
(see the sidebar on this page 
for sign-up information).   
 

DISCIPLE I: BECOMING 
DISCIPLES THROUGH  
BIBLE STUDY provides an 
overview of the entire Bible, 
giving the Old and New Tes-
taments equal time and em-
phasizing the wholeness of 
the Bible as a revelation of 

God. The participant’s under-
standing is enhanced through 
personal Bible reading and 
study and dynamic group 
discussion. The study is 34 
weeks long. Elaine Pauls will 
lead the Monday night class. 
 

DISCIPLE II: INTO THE 
WORD INTO THE 
WORLD proclaims the 
transforming power of Scrip-
ture and approaches all expe-
riences of life as opportuni-
ties for faithful witness and 
service.  Participants are en-
couraged to practice spiritual 
disciplines arising out of 
Scripture for the purpose of 
changing habits and trans-
forming lives. The study also 
emphasizes the rhythm of 
coming to God and going for 
God, of being in the Word 
and in the world individually 
and corporately. The study is 
32 weeks long. Mike and 
Leslie Rogers will lead the 
Monday night class, and Leslie 
will lead the Thursday morn-
ing class. 
 

DISCIPLE III: REMEM-
BER WHO YOU ARE 
Participants will read the ma-
jor and minor Old Testament 
prophets, with the exception 
of Daniel, and the thirteen 
Letters traditionally attribut-
ed to Paul. To establish the 
historical context in which 
the prophets spoke for God, 
daily reading assignments 

draw also on the books of 
Deuteronomy through 
Chronicles. Several themes 
weave their way through the 
study – the call to remember; 
the call to repentance; the 
need for renewed vision; and 
the place of community. The 
prophets and Paul are contin-
ually calling hearers and read-
ers back to their God and to 
a sense of who they are as a 
people “set apart.” The study 
is 32 weeks long. Justin 
Travis will lead the class on 
Monday evenings. 
 

JESUS IN THE GOSPELS 
is part of the second phase of 
Disciple studies. While dis-
tinct in format and approach, 
this Bible study builds on the 
foundation and carries for-
ward the philosophy and ide-
als that shaped DISCIPLE. 
This study will deepen disci-
pleship through better under-
standing of the biblical texts 
and their message. It is differ-
ent from DISCIPLE Bible 
study in its approach to 
Scripture in that it focuses on 
the portraits of Jesus found in 
the four Gospels—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. This 
study looks at the way each 
Gospel writer presents 
events and teachings and at 
the picture of Jesus that 
emerges in each of the Gos-
pels. Pastor Bill Bryan will 
lead this 30-week long class 
on Monday evenings. 

WHAT ARE YOUR  
SPIRITUAL GIFTS? 

 

Whenever we welcome new members 
to Grace, we all renew our vow to up-
hold them by our prayers, our pres-
ence, gifts, service and witness. That’s 
five commitments to God and to the 
People of Grace.  This fall, we’re asking 
you to respond to all five of those com-
mitments in 2013. In addition to the 
Estimate of Giving card, each member 
will receive a new service form to report 
individual commitments.  Perhaps 
you’ve never served on a committee or 
helped with an activity. On the other 
hand, maybe you’ve served in several 
areas and you feel burned out. Or, 
maybe you think, why bother? Bother, 
because God has blessed you with at 
least one spiritual gift for you to use to 
build up Christ’s church. To help each 
of us respond more fully to this year’s 
stewardship call to “serve” Grace, the 
Adult Education Council is sponsoring a 
workshop, Discovering Your Spiritual 
Gifts, led by the Rev. Sylvia Pleas. The 
first session will be all day on Saturday, 
September 22, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
The second will be two half days on 
Saturday, September 29, 9:00 a.m. to 
noon and Sunday, September 30, 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 pm.  
 

SIGN-UPS for Disciple Classes and 
the Spiritual Gifts Workshop begin  
August 19 in the Activity Center be-
tween services.  Both Disciple and Spir-
itual Gifts books will be available for 
review and purchase.  For more infor-
mation, contact Pastor Lisa at 630-355-
1748, ext. 226; lisatelomen@ 
peopleofgrace.org or Leslie Rogers at 
630-325-0169;ljkrogers@sbcglobal.net. 

Disciple Bible Study Begins in September  Sign Up This Month! 
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Debbie John to Lead Children’s Bells, 
Long-Time Director Angela Sterchi 
Focuses on Teens 

 

Since 2004, Angela Sterchi (left) 
has directed our Children’s Bell  
Ensemble (CBE), reviving the  
program to a healthy level of 
activity and leading the young-
sters not only in worship ser-

vices and special concerts and events here at 
Grace, but exposing them to several opportu-
nities out in the greater community as well.  
Under her tenure, the children have attended 
all but one of the Illinois Young Ringers Festi-
vals, missing only 2010, the year Grace hosted 
an adult bell workshop for the state chapter 
of the national Handbell Musicians of Ameri-
ca.  In 2004, along with Lynn Leitzen, Angela 
began an annual Christmas tradition of singing 
and ringing at local nursing homes and assist-
ed living facilities.  Resurrected by Angela in 
2008, the Grace Youth Bell Ensemble will 
continue under Angela’s tutelage, with plans 
for a Sunday rehearsal day (watch for details).  
“I am not leaving the bell program,” assures 
Angela, “I’m just stepping aside to allow 
someone else an opportunity.”    
 

That someone is Debbie John 
(right), who, along with Cheryl 
Ameiss and various teen helpers, 
has been assisting Angela in the 
CBE since 2010.  Debbie’s musical 
background includes a degree in 
music education from the University of Illi-
nois; she has been a band director for six 
years, played the flute since the fourth grade 
(performing since junior high), and her experi-
ence with bell choirs began when she was five 
years old.  She served as director of the bell 
choir at Tinley Park UMC and now offers pri-
vate flute lessons.  “I believe my musicality is a 
gift God gave to me in order to share with 
others,” says Debbie.  “If this is where Grace 
needs me, I am happy to serve.” 

By Nancy Staton, Grace Organist 
 

Gabriel Fauré (May 12, 1845 –  
November 4, 1924) was a French 
composer, organist, pianist and teach-
er.  He wrote in many genres, includ-
ing songs, chamber music, orchestral 
pieces, choral works and piano pieces.  
His style is Classic French, not Im-
pressionist.  He studied music for 11 
years at L’École de Musique Classique 
et Religieuse in Paris.  There, he was 
tutored by a person who became his 
mentor and best friend for 60 years – 
Camille Saint-Saëns.  Fauré was ap-
pointed choirmaster at Le Saint-
Sulpice in Paris, and later Église de la 
Madeleine, playing organ professional-
ly for 40 years.  Sadly, he left no com-
positions for this instrument.  His love 
was piano.   
 

Fauré disliked showy display.  He was 
a person of refined temperament, well 
liked by all his colleagues, and his mu-
sic is ordered, beautiful, rich and 
peaceful.  His melodies, described by 
one musicologist, “in effect, lead you 
down a rabbit-hole of one beautiful 
surprise after another.”   
 

Joining Nancy Staton this year in these 
meditative services are violinist Kara 
Stuckey and soprano Angela Presutti.  
Kara currently studies under Piotr 
Milewski at the College-Conservatory 
of Music in Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
she completed her Bachelor’s and is 
now working toward her Master’s 
degree.  She was a scholarship recipi-
ent at the Chautauqua Music Festival 
(NY) and the Bay View Music Festival 
(MI).  She is also a violinist in Musica 
Antiqua Basel, a Baroque chamber 

orchestra.  Kara has participated in 
music festivals in Poland, England, 
Switzerland, Germany and America.  
She is now researching the develop-
ment of the Western classical music 
scene in China.  Kara is also the niece 
of Pastor Bob and Marlene Atkins! 
 

Angela’s musical studies include Bach-
elor’s and Master’s degrees from The 
University of Illinois and Roosevelt 
University.  She also studied opera at 
The International Institute of Vocal 
Arts in Chiari, Italy, and art song at 
the Britten-Pears School in England.  
Her solo career includes “Serenade 
To Music” with Sir Andrew Davis,  
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” with 
Duain Wolfe, “Bachianas No. 5” with 
the cellists of The Chicago Symphony, 
“Moses und Aron” with Pierre Bou-
lez, “Carmina Burana” with Grammy 
winning conductor Vance George, and 
“An Andrew Sisters’ Tribute” with 
Erich Kunzel and Doc Severinsen.  
Angela is adjunct professor of voice at 
VanderCook College of Music and 
North Central College.  She is a long-
time friend of Nancy and Jack Staton.   
 

Please plan to attend one of these 
unique services on August 12, either 
at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m..  It is an oppor-
tunity, in the peace and beauty of Fau-
ré’s music, to reflect on this gift of 
Life and all that it encompasses – and 
on the Creator of Life and Beauty. 

Gabriel Fauré in 1907 

Choir Rehearsals Begin at Month’s End—Join Us! 
 

August 12 Meditative  
Services Feature Music of  
Gabriel Fauré (9:30/11am) 

Thurs., Aug. 23 
Chancel Choir/ 

Chamber Singers 
7:00pm 

Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 

Tues., Aug. 28 
Grace Praise Team  

7:15pm 
Sanctuary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed., Aug. 29 
Children’s Bells 4:00pm 

Room 160 
All Children’s Choirs 5:00pm: 

  Cherub (Rm. 232), Angelus 
(Rm. 231), Jr. Singers (Rm. 171) 

Grace Bell Ensemble 
7:00pm, Room 160 

New Life Singers 7:15pm 
Room 161 

Sun., Sept. 9 
Youth Chorale 4:30pm 

His Grace 6pm 
Youth Bells 
Time TBD 

 
 

(Please see page 4 for specific choir needs this season) 

In addition to the choirs listed here are several opportunities for  
advanced student or adult instrumentalists as well as those  
interested in audio/visual arts, drama, choreography, and more.  
Contact Music Minister Dan Wagner at 630-355-1748, ext. 232. 
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Several United Methodist Women Executive Board posi-
tions will become available at Grace in 2012.  UMW is a 
community of women who nurture and encourage one an-
other in their spiritual growth, personal leadership, and 
transformation.  Our Mission is to know God and to experi-
ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global min-
istries of the church.  UMW is 800,000 women strong 
worldwide, helping to support many worthy programs and 
projects related to women, children and youth.  Each year 
UMW members raise millions for programs that aid and 

empower children and youth; advocate for the 
needs of women, children and youth; become 
equipped for service and action through educa-
tion; and train to be leaders through events and 
workshops.  Here at Grace, UMW has raised an 
average of $22,000 per year in support of local, 
national and international missions.  But we need 
new Board members to continue our efforts!  If you have an 
interest in joining us and serving in many wonderful ways, 
please contact Marian Widmoyer at 815-436-4798 or Ro 
Willard at 630-357-5651.  No experience is necessary— 
just a love for the Lord and a desire to serve Him!    

UMW Board Positions Open This Year    By Sandy Bray 

T heir bright red t-shirts 
emblazoned with the 

names of the Chicagoland 
cities they served over three 
days in the heat of mid-July, 
34 teens and adults from 
Grace offered “Hope at 
Home” to such organizations 
as Feed My Starving Children 
(Aurora), People’s Resource 
Center (Wheaton), Marcy 
Center (Chicago), St. Martin 
de Porres High School 
(Waukegan), and Loaves & 
Fishes (Naperville).  They 
also brought cheer to those 
from our Grace congregation 
who are unable to leave their 
homes.  While the Side-by-
Side youth summer mission 
in June took our people to 
the struggling community of 
Jonesboro, AR, Hope at 
Home shed light on how 
much need there is right 

here in our own backyard.  
“Hope is all around us,” said 
Grace Youth Director Gaye 
Lynn Loufek.  “It is our re-
sponsibility to spread it to 
those who feel hopeless on a 
daily basis.  What happened, 
though, was that we were 
forever changed through vis-
iting with our neighbors…”  
 

...Neighbors right here in 
Naperville who rely on the 
support of Loaves & Fishes 
food pantry...neighbors from 
a high school in Waukegan 
whose facilities need atten-
tion to remain habitable... 
neighbors who devotedly 
serve Feed My Starving Chil-
dren, where our youth could 
see and help put together 
the countless packages of 
food sent to hungry people 
around the world...neighbors 
from DuPage County who 

turn to the Peo-
ple’s Resource 
Center to help 
break the cycle of 
poverty.  And 
neighbors from 
Chicago, little 
children at Marcy 
Center who had 
pillows to sleep 
on because our 
youth made some 
for them, when, 
otherwise, they 
might have gone 
without.   
 

“At first we were saddened 
by the issues so close to 
home, but then we had hope 
and a sense of accomplish-
ment,” shared some students 
in one of our travel vans.  
Said Kimberley Koh, “I felt 
like I was doing something 
useful instead of lying around 

at home.”  Many thanks to 
our shareholders who sup-
ported our fundraisers, those 
who baked cookies, our 
summer mission planning 
team, those who provided 
dinner and extra help during 
the week, and all who prayed 
for us and for those who 
daily need a ray of hope.   

D ue to a software 
change last month, the 

second quarter financial 
statements were sent 
out with accurate giving 
information for the months of April, May 
and June, but the year-to-date giving and 
pledging did not include January, February 
and March. This problem will be correct-
ed before the 3rd quarter mailing, but if 
you would like a replacement 2nd quar-
ter statement, please contact the church 
office, and we’ll send you one right away.  
Please accept our apologies. 

Lend Us Your Voice (and Drumming Skills)! 
Do you like contemporary Christian music?  The Grace Praise Team is in need of 
a drummer and vocalists!  This group of men and women provide music at the 
11:00 a.m. worship and special events on a rotating team basis.  Rehearsals during 
the school year are on Tuesday evenings, 7:15-8:45 p.m.  Drummers need to be 
able to read music; singers should be comfortable with a microphone.  To learn 
more, contact Lynn Leitzen at 630-355-1748, ext. 249, or dandlleitzen@aol.com.   

Second Youth Summer Mission Serves Those Here at Home     By Barb Ceruti 

Hayley Loufek with children from the Marcy 
Center in Chicago, one of six Hope at 
Home projects over July 17-19. 

New Life Singers Wants YOU!  If you enjoy singing God’s praises and 
have thought about joining a choir, New Life Singers welcomes you!   We sing two 
Sundays per month at the 8:15 worship service and at special services throughout 
the year.  Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings, 7:15-8:30 p.m, in Room 161.  
Contact Sherrie Holdeman at 630-983-8313 or sherriejth@comcast.net, or just 
come to rehearsal—this warm, friendly group would love to have you! 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Bob Carey, nephew of Virginia Spaits 
Mary Coffee, mother of Katy Klepper 
Barbara Coshland, sister of Lillian Volz 
Ronald Halse, brother-in-law of Jerry and Janet Hilsenbeck 
Rev. Cornelius Kanhai, father of Nadia Kanhai 
Evelyn Nelson, mother of Jim Nelson 
Richard Prazak, father of Dawn Clewett 
Raymond Russo, father of Cindy Quinn 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Tyler McGill, nephew of Pastor Bob Atkins, was a member 
of the 2012 U.S. Olympic men’s swimming team that won a 
gold medal in the 4 x 100-meter Individual Medley.   
Bridget Elise, daughter of David and Christie Long and 
granddaughter of Bob and Betty Long, was born on June 20 
Kiefer Martin Hilsenbeck, son of Jeffrey and Beverly 
Hilsenbeck and grandson of Jerry and Janet Hilsenbeck, was 
born on July 29 
Kelly Skooglund and Andreas Damianides were married 
on July 21 
Arthur Smith celebrates his 91st birthday on August 14; 
send greetings to 810 Amherst Ct., Naperville, IL  60565 
Winn Hynes celebrates her 98th birthday on August 25; 
send greetings to 1439 McDowell Rd., Unit 122, Naperville, IL  
60563 
BJ Bogguss celebrates her 90th birthday on August 31; send 
greetings to 2004 Audubon Ave. #T24, Naperville, IL  60563 

                                   Baptisms 
Maxwell Edward Mlot, son of Aaron and Alison Mlot, was 
baptized on July 8 
Ronald Anderson Radosta, son of Ron and Megan  
Radosta, was baptized on July 8 
Reese Alena Sloan, daughter of David and Kimberly Sloan, 
was baptized on July 8 
Tyler Brett Strang, son of Brett and Rachel Strang, was 
baptized on July 8 
Alyssa Lyn McBride, daughter of Mark and Nancy McBride, 
was baptized on July 22 
 

If you have a celebration or letter you’d like to share, please e-mail barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org; call 630-355-1748, ext. 240, or drop in the office, ATTN Barb. 
 

 

       Animal Attraction! 
 

Send Us Your Animal Photos—Wild Ones, Too!  
Please send your favorite animal photos to Barb Ceruti at  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the office 
(photos will be returned upon request).  Your photos do not have to 
be of domesticated pets; they can also be of animals in your yard, on 
vacation, on safari, at the park, wherever...as long as they’re your 
photos or those taken by someone you know.  No internet downloads, 
please!  If possible, please submit a write-up about the photo as well 
(your pet’s “story” or a description of where you were when you pho-
tographed the animal).  Photos will be published in the order received, 
unless the photo is applicable only to a particular time of year.   

The Baltimore Orioles have come to Naperville!  This bit 
of orange graces Barbara and Al Hoch’s bird feeder be-
cause they have taken great care to attract these gorgeous 
birds.  Says Barbara, “Try placing some grape jelly on an 
orange or grapefruit half (holders can be found at some 
bird seed stores) in early May, as we did this year, and 
watch the fun!”  Adds Barbara, orioles really like grape 
jelly (who knew?), and bird watchers will have to replenish 
the jelly several times a day.  “We learned this about this 
bit of nature from a friend in Woodstock who warned us 
to buy a large jar of jelly.  Happy birding!” 

A Husband’s Thanks and  
Fond Remembrance 
My sincere thank you to the many 
members of Grace who expressed 
their sympathy in the recent death  
of the love of my life, Rita Harvard.  

Grace Church meant her life, literally—from beginning to 
end.  Rita was born into Grace and ended her journey in 
Grace as well.  She brought comfort and love to my life from 
the day we were married at Grace. 
     —John Harvard 

Friends, Family and City of Naperville 
Celebrate Ed Wolak’s 100th 

July 11 marked the 100th birthday of 
Grace member Ed Wolak, an occasion 
that was celebrated with a family party 
here at Grace that also included Mayor 
Pradel (who declared July 11 “Ed Wolak 

Day” in Naperville), a feature on Naperville’s Channel 17, 
and written birthday greetings from President Obama.  
Our church family also shared birthday wishes on a poster 
filled with personal messages and photos.  “Thank you 
very much for the cards and kind words that you sent me 
for my 100th birthday,” said Ed.  “I was overwhelmed by 
everything that the church and all my friends and family did 
for me.  This is a birthday I’ll never forget!”   


