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Eagle Scout Builds Meditation Garden, Dedicates to Grace Youth Program 
“I knew one thing,” said 
Eagle Scout candidate 
Austin Smith of his deci-
sion to build a meditation 
garden at Grace.  “I 
wanted to give back to 

Grace.”  Situated alongside the upper 
Grace parking lot, the lovely spot in-
cludes a bench, picnic table, stepping 
stones, and landscaping.  “The garden 
gives the members and staff of the 
church a calming, quiet and relaxing 
place to take a break from their 
schedule or work,” said Austin, a Neu-
qua Valley High School senior and 
member of Boy Scout Troop 889 
through Wheatland Salem Church.   
 

In total, Austin’s project took about 
six months to complete, including the 
thinking, planning, purchasing, paper 
writing, and building processes.  
Guided by Grace Business Manager 
Bob Poland and Board of Trustees 

Chair Steve Peters,  
Austin’s project also 
received the help of 21 
volunteers, recruited by 
Austin, who helped him 
finish the garden in 
about seven hours.   
 

“In the end, I learned 
that working together 
as a team and patience 
is key,” said Austin.  “I 
had wonderful volun-
teers who worked 
really hard and showed 
respect for me and my 
leadership skills.   
Working together on 
this project with my family and friends 
made it an enjoyable experience.”  
Austin’s garden is dedicated to the 
Grace youth program in return for all 
it has meant to him throughout the 
years.  A dedicatory plaque will be set 

on a rock in the garden.  “I felt great 
that I could give back to my church a 
special meditation garden.  Grace 
United Methodist Church has been an 
important part of my life.”    

Austin Smith’s Eagle Scout project was to build a medita-
tion garden in return for what Grace has offered him. 
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Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

New Year’s Rally Day August 29 
But it’s August, you say!  That’s true, but now is the time of year we think 
“back to school” and other activities, including the many things that are 
happening at Grace.  Be sure to join us Sunday, August 29, when we’ll find 
out all there is at Grace to become involved with and excited about—it’s a 
“New Year” of possibilities!   Parents, bring your children to Fellowship 
Hall at 9:15 a.m. August 29, when they can decorate their name tags and 
sign up for a brand new season of Sunday School.  Then, at the 9:30 wor-
ship that day, we’ll have a “Blessing of the Backpacks” for the new school 
year.  Youth, take a peek at Room 234, which is getting a brand new look 
in preparation for Sunday night Youth Fellowship and Wednesday night  
Bible Study (beginning Sept. 12 and Sept. 15, respectively).  Adults, sign up 
for Disciple classes, Sisters studies, learn about music opportunities for 
yourselves and your children, and much more!  Be there, get involved! 

Walk With Grace on Labor Day! 
Help share Grace 
with our city in the  
annual Naperville  
Jaycees’ Labor Day 
Parade on Monday, 
September 6!  
The Labor Day  
Parade offers a rare 
opportunity for us 
to go out into the 

community together and show our fellow citizens who 
we are, what Grace has to offer, and encourage others 
to join our church family.  Sign up for the parade in the 
Activity Center on Sundays, August 29 or September 5.  
Parade day begins at 9:00 a.m. in the church parking lot.  
Join us for coffee and donuts, decorating and carpooling 
to the parade start point.  If you can’t join us at Grace, 
please arrive in the Naperville North High School west 
parking lot no later than 9:45 a.m. for a 10:00 a.m. kick-
off.  (Exact location will be provided as soon as it is avail-
able; keep an eye on www.peopleofgrace.org or Grace In 
Mission for details.)  Bring your wagons, scooters or 
skateboards, and wear your Grace t-shirt, if you have 
one, or a solid colored tee.  See you on parade day! 

 

 

Sunday nights at Grace have a lot to 
offer youth!  Come to Youth Fellow-
ship in Room 234—check it out, it’s 
got a new look!  If you’re into music, 
Grace Youth Chorale and His Grace  
rehearse on Sunday nights, and new 

people are always welcome!   
 

Here’s what Sunday nights at 
Grace could look like for 

YOUth: 
 

4:30-5:30pm YOUTH CHORALE  
Rehearsals Beginning Aug. 29 

in the Sanctuary 
Youth Chorale is for singers in grades 

8-12, presenting contemporary and 
traditional anthems in worship and 

the “Stand and Shout” 2011 musical!    
After rehearsal, join us for pizza and 

devotions based on our musical. 
 

 
 

5:30-6:30pm HIS GRACE Rehearsals 
Beginning Aug. 29 in Room 234 
His Grace is for singers and band 
members in grades 8-12, leading 
contemporary worship on Sunday 
mornings and opening monthly (or 
more often!) for Youth Fellowship.  
Before rehearsal, have some pizza 
and listen to music, socialize, etc.  

 

 6:30-8:00pm YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
(7:15pm Jr./Sr. High Breakouts)  
Beginning Sept. 12 in Room 234 

What a summer we’ve had with 
youth!  Every week, over 40 youth 

have joined together for faith, fellow-
ship and FUN—let’s keep up the  
energy and enthusiasm at Youth  

Fellowship this year!   Note:  Senior 
High Wednesday Night Bible Study 

begins on Wed., September 15,  
6:00-7:30 p.m.   

  SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP RESUMES SEPT. 11 
5:30 p.m. in the Activity Center 

 

Saturday Evening Worship is on Facebook—Become a Fan!  
Click the Facebook icon on our home page at www.peopleofgrace.org  

READ ABOUT THE MUSICAL! 

CALLING ALL  
SINGERS GR. 8-12! 

In addition to preparing 
music to sing at morning 
worship services, the 
Grace Youth Chorale will 
be preparing a contempo-
rary musical for early 
2011 called “Stand and 
Shout!,” complete with a 
band, movement and 
drama sketches.  For 
rehearsal information, see 
the panel at right, and 
join us on August 29!  
New people welcome!  
To register, call the music 
office at 630-355-1748, 
ext. 232.  Pre-registration 
is not required, but very 
helpful!  Join us! 
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 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE   By John Bodine, Church Council Chair 

       To open 
      our July 
      Church 
Council meeting, new 
Chair of Stewardship 
and Finance Julie Kron-
bach offered devotions. 
She recollected the re-
cent pleasure of an “all 
music” worship service 
and then related that to 
the “songs of summer” 
that are also God’s mu-
sic, surrounding us day 
and night if we stop to 
listen. Song birds, the 
wind in the leaves, the 
crickets and frogs as 
darkness falls, and even 
the distant rumble of 
thunder as storm clouds 
gather to replenish our 
gardens.  
 

Receipts continue to be 
favorable as we move 
out of July into August; 
many thanks to mem-

bers who have sus-
tained giving during the 
summer months. Spend-
ing has been managed 
very well, putting us 
comfortably below plan 
to help ensure we have 
necessary available cash 
for the summer. Well 
done to staff and com-
mittees! We will con-
tinue careful monitoring 
as we close out the 
summer. 
 

We took a moment in 
Church Council to dis-
cuss worship atten-
dance over 2010 to 
date. We are tracking 
with a similar pattern to 
previous years with no 
evidence of significant 
growth. We have not 
held Saturday services 
this summer, but will 
resume them Septem-
ber11, along with a cof-

fee and snack opportu-
nity for feedback on 
what’s working and 
what isn’t. A recent 
article in the July 25 
Daily Herald, “Prayer at 
Home,” discussed a 
growing trend of small 
group worship and fel-
lowship in member’s 
homes called the House 
Church Movement. The 
well-understood attrac-
tiveness of small group 
relationships and a de-
sire to recover a sim-
pler expression of 
church is at the root of 
some of this interest. 
Does this relate to 
Grace? Conversations 
at the recent NIC An-
nual Conference recog-
nize this fundamental 
change as well. At the 
same time, there is a 
continuing desire for 

“community” in a world 
of dispersed work and 
home locations, 24/7 
communications, and 
people on the go. The 
afterglow of many of 
our church community 
events reflects the 
bonding and satisfaction 
of working together in 
efforts of lasting value. 
We continue to seek 
out the ever-evolving 
path for effectively con-
necting with Grace 
members and those in 
need in the community 
and world. Work is in 
progress to expand our 
web presence, and an 
effort will be made over 
the next several months 
to extend this discus-
sion to members for 
input and feedback. 
 

An update was made on 
capital projects, with 

anticipation of a capital 
campaign in 2011 to 
prepare for major pro-
jects in 2012-2013 in-
volving Grace parking 
lots (see page 7 for an 
article regarding the park-
ing lot project), replace-
ment of our 30-year-old 
air conditioner, and 
repair of some of our 
roofing.  
 

Look around at your 
neighbors, our youth, 
young families. What 
needs do they have? 
What does Grace have 
to offer? Are we on a 
track to serve our com-
munity and to make a 
difference in the world?  
Reach out to someone, 
say hello, become ac-
quainted. Everyone is 
welcome here! And we 
make that happen! 
 

Pastor’s Journal          

Pastors are frequently humbled by the faith and commitment of the people we serve.  Having shared with 
the congregation my concern about the finances of Grace this summer—the likelihood that normal giving 
patterns would result in a cash crisis for the Church—I want to now share some of the response. 
 

I have received notes from members that express their commitment to Church as well as the current limi-
tation of their means.  Faithful loyalty and passion for God and for family means making a choice.  Grace has families  
making the choice to give even when there is less for other things in life.  It is an honor and privilege to read these letters. 
 

It is clear from the patterns of giving that Grace members have taken seriously the need of the Church.  In aggregate, 
giving is up beyond expectation and has continued so through July.  June and July this year are much different than they 
were in 2009.  A number of families have made sure their giving is up to date and have given beyond.  Thank you! 
 

The Stewardship and Finance Committee still projects that the Church will end the year with a balanced budget—
spending and missions in line with giving.  Through the transitions of this year, Grace is emerging a healthy Church, full of 
life and committed to ministry for the whole family.      
          Grace and Peace, 
 

Our doors are open to all children and youth for Sunday 
School!  We are gearing the Grace Open Doors Ministry  
to the needs of children with physical or other challenges  
so that everyone can enjoy and participate in our church 
programs.  If you would like more information about this 
initiative, please contact Margaret Harrison (Director of 

Education Ministries, ages two through grade 5) or Gaye 
Lynn Loufek (Director of Youth Ministries, grades 6 through 
12).  Both Margaret and Gaye Lynn can be reached by call-
ing the church office at 630-355-1748.  Reach out—our 
doors are open to all children! 

Grace Open Doors Ministry Welcomes Children With Challenges    From Laurel Fleming 
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News deadline for September Grace 
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Submit news to gumcnotes@ 
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 630-355-1748, ext. 240 
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630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 
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The Grace Concert Series is returning 
once again with a great and diverse ros-
ter of artists—something for everyone!   
I am putting the final touches on the  
details, and printed materials and website 
information will be released shortly.  
Again this season, we’ll feature touring 
artists and a fine college choir, this time 
from Ohio Northern University.  We 
also have an amazing series of chamber 
music in store from the Advent Chamber 
Orchestra and a number of our own 
Grace arts events so that you, the peo-
ple of Grace, will have an effective and 
friendly way of introducing your friends 
and neighbors to Grace! 
 

This season, we introduce our Executive 
Director, Jim Howard, who will serve in 
this important volunteer position by fur-
ther developing the Concert Series 

Committee, helping with logistics and 
promotion, and adding immensely to the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the Series.  
Jim is a former church music minister 
and an active member of the Grace mu-
sic program, who has taken on this role 
because he believes the Concert Series is 
an incredible opportunity for Grace and 
wants to see it succeed.  With Jim’s help, 
we will grow our Concert Series Com-
mittee, expanding members’ involvement 
in the many aspects of this program.  If 
you don’t hear from us and would like to 
help, please contact me at  
danwagner@peopleofgrace.org.   
 

Improvements this season include easier 
seating for Concert Series patrons.  We 
will not reserve seats, per se, but will 
reserve a section of the sanctuary for all 
financial supporters and all who purchase 

an advance package of 
concert tickets.  Pa-
trons will also have 
easier giving options; 
they can support the 
Series with a much 
needed financial gift, 
and they may also buy 
a flexible package of 
tickets at a discount.  
Details are coming 
soon, but patrons will 
not have to commit to 
the whole season in 
advance to get a pa-
tron’s discount.  Let’s 
look forward to another season of 
world-class music that is accessible,  
affordable and inspiring! 

A Time-Saving Tip From Stewardship & Finance 
From Julie Kronbach, Stewardship & Finance Chair 
 

Wouldn't it be nice to have one less thing on your "to do" list?  Accomplish as much and 
remain a faithful financial steward by signing up for automatic deposits of your tithes and 
offerings!  This saves writing checks, ATM fees for cash, saves stamps when you're out of 
town, and can even reduce envelope consumption, making your gifts even more 
"green"!  To faciliate your automatic deposit initiation, go to www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
 automatic_deposit and click the "Automatic Deposit" link to download the form you'll 
need.  Just print, fill it out, and return it to Grace Business Manager Bob Poland.  

Grace Concert Series Enters Season Three   By Dan Wagner, Minister of Music  

Jim Howard has 
volunteered to 
serve as Grace 
Concert Series 
Executive  
Director.  

Can we improve the appear-
ance of Grace parking lots, do 
something good for the envi-
ronment, and also save 
money?  Sounds like a tall or-
der, but as Trustees Chair 
Steve Peters and I walked 
around Grace parking areas 
and looked at the cracks, pot-
holes and buckled asphalt, we 
were wishing for a better way. 
That led us to recognize some 
alternatives, permeable paving 
in particular, used by several 
organizations in the Naperville 
area.   
 

Permeable surfaces are quite 
attractive and have the addi-

tional benefits of low mainte-
nance costs, while enabling 
infiltration of storm water. 
Pollutants and toxins that are 
leached from asphalt would be 
eliminated, and flood risks 
could be abated by allowing 
water to soak into the soil 
instead of piping it to the 
flood plain by the river. Local 
examples that use permeable 
paving include:  Whole Foods 
Market (75th St. near Rte. 59), 
Winding Creek Park, Morton 
Arboretum parking lots and 
Thornhill Center, and War-
renville Road in Warrenville. 
 

Costs of removing asphalt to 

put in a permeable surface 
could be prohibitive, but the 
Federal Clean Water Act of 
1972 provides federal funding 
in the form of a competitive 
grant to help hurdle the up-
front cost for improvement. 
Grace would not only be a 
good candidate for this grant, 
but could also play a strong 
outreach role in Naperville 
and the Northern Illinois Con-
ference of the UMC in con-
veying a message about water 
quality. Grace Trustees au-
thorized a project to put to-
gether an application for the 
319(h) segment of the Clean 

Water Act for submission at 
the end of July 2010.  A Park-
ing Lot Committee was 
formed to guide the thinking 
and investigation of options 
for the project, comprised of 
Bill Abe, Pastor Bob Atkins, 
John Bodine, Gary Cree, Betty 
Long, Dennis Michaels, Steve 
Peters, and Bob Poland. 
 

The July 25 presentation and 
discussion of the parking lot 
project will be repeated on 
Sunday, September 26, for 
learning and feedback.  Please 
plan to attend this important 
review! 

Parking Lot Project a Three-Pronged Improvement   By John Bodine  

Fresh, Grace-Grown Vegetables for Sale in Activity Center Throughout August! 
Proceeds Benefit Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry—bring your own home-grown produce to sell, too! 
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By Melissa Bortnick 
 
 

Y ou could blind-
fold me and take 

me through the hall-
ways of our church, 
and I would know ex-
actly where I was be-
cause of the comfort-
ing smell.  I’ve always 
thought that the hall-
ways of Grace smell 
like a friendly mixture 
of construction paper, 
hand soap, and vanilla 
cookies. For almost 35 
years I’ve walked into 
the church looking 
forward to the first 
waft of memory-
inducing “church 
smell.”  It smells the 
same as the day of my 
eight grade confirma-
tion, my wedding day, 
and the baptism days 
for my three children.   
 

And in July, when it’s 
really hot outside, it 
smells like Vacation 
Bible School.  During 
VBS I overheard a 
smiling boy inhale 
deeply, then announce 
“Ah, smells like 
church,” as he skipped 
excitedly outside to 
work on his craft pro-
jects.  It occurred to 

me that, like this 
young child, there 
must be many of us 
who have had wonder-
ful experiences here in 
times past that are 
rekindled by simply 
walking into the build-
ing and taking a breath.   
Surely we should all do 
what we can to recon-
nect with these happy 
times.  For me, being a 
part of VBS for the 
past few summers as 
an assistant teacher 
and craft volunteer has 
given me that opportu-
nity to reconnect to 
my past while making 
new connections with 
children and parents I 
would not have other-
wise known. 
 

Each morning of VBS,  
I walked across the 
lower parking lot to-
ward the river, 
stepped onto the 
grass, and as gravity 
pulled me down the 
hill, I suddenly felt like 
I was six years old 
again.  There was 
something about the 
sun shining through 
the big old trees and 
the birds singing that 
welcomed me back to 

my childhood in the 
exact same place.  I 
felt the enthusiasm of 
youth and the rush of 
outdoor freedom.  I 
felt the joy of being 
together with other 
people in a safe place. 
As I sat talking with 
the boys and girls 
working on craft pro-
jects, I could tell they 
felt the same way.  
More notably, I believe 
they were making 
memories that will 
stay with them as long 
as they have stayed 
with me. 
 

Vacation Bible School 
is so much more than 
a chance to learn 
verses and have a 
snack.  It’s an opportu-
nity for children to 
explore their musical 
talents, ask questions 
they can’t ask in public 
school, form lasting 
friendships with peers 
and volunteers, and 
express themselves 
through creative pro-
jects.  Stringing beads, 
for example, is a very 
concrete way for the 
children to create 
something unique and 
beautiful in their world 

to keep as a reminder 
of the conversations 
they had and the time 
they invested at VBS.  
Many children even 
mentioned giving the 
crafts they made as 
gifts to parents, sib-
lings and friends, 
showing how eager 
they are to share with 
others. I know the 
seemingly random as-
sortment of Popsicle 
sticks and pipe-
cleaners in my own 
kids’ nightstand draw-
ers may not look im-
portant, but to them, 
these keepsakes are 
reminders of lessons 
learned and Bible sto-
ries heard for the first 
time. 
 

If your children were 
part of Vacation Bible 
School’s “Galactic 
Blast” this year, I thank 
you as a teacher for 
sharing them with me.  
If you volunteered 
with VBS this year, I 
thank you as a mother 
for giving your time 
and energy to my 
three kids.  It is a hope 
of mine that the next 
time you walk into 
church and inhale 
deeply, you will feel as 
exhilarated as that 
young VBS boy and 
that he will still feel 
the same way 30 years 
from now. 
 
 

For Long-Time Grace Member,  VBS a “Blast” to the Past    

FCM Bean Bag Tournament a Great Success 
Torrential thunderstorms didn’t put a damper on Fellowship of 
Christian Men’s Summer Forum July 23, their inaugural Bean Bag 
Tournament, which occurred in Fellowship Hall instead of the in-
tended outdoor venue.  “Each team played four different opponents, 
and the room was filled with laughter 
and even some good-natured trash 
talk,” said FCM Chair Bob 
Pacanowski.  “It was poetry in mo-
tion when the winning team of Jim 
Powell and Gary Reese upended the 
runner-up team of Matt Hambright 
and Mark Himel in the finale.” 

2010 Vacation Bible School children have a 
“Galactic Blast” during the week of July 12-16.   

Grace Autism Walk Team Raises 
Nearly 3K    
From Tom Blair 
Adding to the $133,000 raised to date, Grace 
members contributed over $2,800 to the June 28 
2nd Annual Little Friends’ Step Up For Autism 
Walk in downtown Naperville.  This year, the 
Walk included 1,475 walkers, 106 teams, and over 
175 volunteers.  Participation was essential in mak-
ing this a successful event, especially when rain 
kept changing the game plan that morning!  Thanks 
to everyone who donated for making a difference 
in the lives of families affected by autism. 
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F or over 25 years, Phyllis 
Pepiot has been a de-

pendable fixture in the 
Grace Church office.  “Ask 
Phyllis; she’ll know” is a 
common refrain around our 
building, uttered by staff and 
church members alike.  But 
at the end of this month, 
when Phyllis retires from 
her full-time position as Of-
fice Manager on her 65th 
birthday, the refrain might 
go something like “How did 
Phyllis say to do this?” 
 

Hired as Program Coordina-
tor at the urging of Grace 
Associate Pastor Larry 
Bouldin in 1985, when the 
main church office occupied 
the space that is now the 
office lounge, Phyllis’ first 
assignment was to write an 
article for the Naperville Sun 
on the topic of Holy Week.  
“Larry wanted a weekly arti-
cle for the Sun,” said Phyllis, 
“ and they published every-
thing I wrote.”  With the 
exception of Christian Edu-
cation, at one time Phyllis 
also attended all Grace pro-
gram committees, produced 
our church bulletin as well 
as both Grace in Mission and 
Grace Notes, and went to 
night-time meetings on top 
of her full-time daily load.  
“We were very under-
staffed,” said Phyllis of her 
60+ hour work week at a 
time when Grace had only 
three isolated computers 
with no connection to the 
outside world, copying in-
volved creating a stencil run 
on a mimeograph, and our 

invaluable office receptionist 
ministry was not yet fully 
installed. 

 

In 2000, when the position 
of Office Manager became 
available, Phyllis was encour-
aged by several people, in-
cluding then Senior Pastor 
Arthur Landwehr, to apply 
for the job.  “[Late husband] 
Harry said I should make my 
avocation my vocation,” said 
Phyllis. That made perfect 
sense, as Phyllis has been an 
active member of Grace 
since 1967, singing with the 
altos in the Chancel Choir, 
playing the timpani, and even 
the organ at times.  She is 
also a charter member of 
the Naperville CROP Walk 
planning committee (see 
notice below), served as 
District Treasurer for 
United Methodist Women, 
and has driven the supply 
truck on several summer 
youth mission trips. 
  

While things became more 
reasonable for Phyllis once 
she became Office Manager 
and others were brought on 
board, she was indelibly re-
garded as “the person who 
knows everything,” a desig-
nation she doesn’t mind (in 
most cases).  “It can be a 
little annoying if I’m at an 
event or, worse, in wor-
ship!” she concedes.   By and 
large, however, Phyllis cher-
ishes the interaction she has 
had with people over the 
years and believes the cur-
rent Grace staff team to be 
the most complementary 
yet, though she is deeply 

saddened by the loss of 
some of our staff this year.  
“I love to find ways to make 
people productive, to con-
nect them with their pas-
sion,” said Phyllis, a North 
Central College alumna 
whose previous jobs have 
included teaching and work-
ing in the Naperville Public 
Library system.   

In her semi-retirement 
(Phyllis will spend approxi-
mately 15 hours a week at 
Grace on project-oriented 
work), she looks forward to 
spending more time with her 
grandchildren, four-year-old 
Maggie and 11-month-old 
twins Bernadette and Jo-
seph.  She also hopes to visit 
home friends (shut-ins) 
more often and return to 
playing the organ.  Her fa-
ther, who is battling cancer, 
will need her as well.  As for 
the work she will continue 
to do at Grace, Phyllis will 
focus on the Stewardship 
and Finance campaign, the 
pictorial membership direc-

tory (a long-held, favorite 
project of hers), and Grace 
Notes mailings.  She also 
hopes to show others how 
to make the most of the 
church data base.  Phyllis’ 
myriad daily duties will be 
absorbed by part-time office 
employees and Sharon Fer-
guson, Administrative Aide 
to the Pastoral Staff, who 
has already begun taking 
over the task of church 
scheduling.  “Get everything 
in writing!” Phyllis advises 
Sharon.  Good advice from 
the woman who could write 
the “how-to” manual on all 
things Grace. 
 

I cannot count the number of 
times I have dialed extension 
222 to ask Phyllis a question in 
the three and a half years of 
my employment at Grace.  I 
will miss her steady presence 
in the office, and I am deeply 
grateful for her guidance, vast 
knowledge and cheerful  
encouragement.    
   
 

Phyllis Pepiot to Retire After 25+ Years of Faithful Service     By Barb Ceruti 

August 2010 

Save the Date!   
The 28th Annual Naperville Area CROP Walk is OCTOBER 17 
Join us in the fight to stomp out hunger!  Watch for further details to come, but 
mark your calendars now! 
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O n July 20, seven 
adults and 15 

youth from Grace trav-
eled to the Marcy Cen-
ter, a division of the 
Marcy-Newberry Asso-
ciation that serves as a 
preschool and after 
school care program 
for children in low-
income Chicago.  While 
our Grace participants 
were apprehensive ar-
riving in Chicago’s high-
crime North Lawndale 
area, they were imme-
diately enamored of the 
children—many as 
young as two—who 
enter these dangerous 
environs every day 
when they leave the 
safety of Marcy Center.   
 

“It was a heart-
wrenching and heart-
warming experience all 
in one,” said Claire 
Leitzen, a high school 
student who attended 
the largely junior high-
aged mission.  “Heart-
wrenching to see these 
kids who come here 

every day and we don’t 
know what happens 
when they go home, 
and heart-warming to 
see the love in their 
hearts and the smiles 
on their faces just be-
cause we came to play 
with them.”  Becca Wil-
son, a recent high 
school graduate, re-
marked:  “Even though 
some of the children 
are in bad situations at 
home or on the street, 
Marcy Center is a place 
for them to come and 
feel loved and safe—
that in itself is a re-
ward.” 
 

In addition to playing 
games and sharing sto-
ries with the children, 
the Grace team spent 
the day sanitizing toys 
and increasing the Cen-
ter’s library from six 
shelves of books to 
overfull capacity, thanks 
to contributions from 
Weekday Children’s 
Center, Vacation Bible 
School, and members of 

our congregation.   
 

“Marcy Center opened 
my heart in ways that I 
could not have imag-
ined,” said Youth Direc-
tor Gaye Lynn Loufek, 
who, along with others 
from Grace, was struck 
by the sight of two-
year-olds dressing 
themselves, using the 
bathroom on their own, 
setting up their napping 
spaces, and rarely using 
the word “NO!” 
 

“While it would have 
been so easy to scoop 
up all of the children 
and coddle them, the 
true love was coming 
from the skills they 
were learning from the 
leaders who know their 
situations best,” said 
Gaye Lynn.   
 

While even the young-
est children at Marcy 
Center are emphatically 
taught to be self-
sufficient, they are vir-
tually bursting with the 
love and acceptance 

perhaps only children 
can offer.  “I thought it 
was really cool to see 
how excited the little 
kids were when we 
came in.  It felt really 
good to help them,” 
said 6th grader Maura 
Pauline.  Chloe Ryan, a 
7th grader, shared her 
experience with a little 
boy named Devon:  “I 
didn’t realize how sad I 
would be to have to say 
goodbye to Devon and 
the other kids.  I’m 
really looking forward 

to bigger missions when 
I get older.”  Observed 
Chloe’s mom, Christine 
(who attended and 
helped plan the mis-
sion), “What a great 
experience we had that 
day.  The junior high 
youths realized that you 
don’t have to go far to 
help a neighbor in 
need...and that all kids 
want to feel loved.  
They loved receiving 
hugs as much as giving 
them!”      

A s part of the Grace Commission on Religion and Race, 
we bring gifts to the children of Trinity UMC in Joliet 

every Christmas, and we invite them to participate with us at 
our All Church Picnic each summer.  This year, on July 18, 
approximately 75 children and adults from Trinity came by bus 
and van to share in this wonderful day with us. Trinity families 
were invited to share in the coffee time in the Activity Center 
at 10:30 a.m. and join us in the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 
That Sunday was also the celebration of Vacation Bible School, 
with all the children of VBS singing in the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service.  Several of their praise songs included verses in Span-
ish, helping to further assimilate the families of Trinity with the 
families of Grace.  
 

Some of the school supplies that VBS children brought as their 
mission project for the week were donated to the children of 
Trinity. These supplies were very gratefully received and ap-
preciated as we loaded them onto the bus after the All 
Church Picnic.  During the picnic, children from Trinity shared 
with Grace children in the songs and dances of the Scrib-

bleMonster band 
and jumped and 
rolled with laughter 
in the Moon Walk. 
We had a beautiful 
day for the picnic, 
with none of the 
forecasted rain.  
Our Trinity families 
went home with a 
parting word from 
Pastor Bob and 
extra ice cream 
from the picnic!   
 

The Religion and Race Commission is grateful for the mem-
bers and staff of Grace Church who made the families of  
Trinity UMC feel so welcome. Thank you for your warmth 
and hospitality. 

Jr. High Summer Mission Visits Chicago’s Marcy Center     

Grace jr. high students share some fun with young 
children of the Marcy Center in Chicago on July 20. 

Trinity and Grace UMC Families Join at All Church Picnic     By Ralph Keiser 

Families from Trinity UMC in Joliet share 
in the Grace All Church Picnic July 18. 
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Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Ron Abdoo, friend of Betsy Tyo 
Dorothy Gebbie, mother of Don Gebbie 
Benjamin Radosta, son of Megan and Ron Radosta 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Laura Bodine & Mike Light were married July 11 
Jeanette Hanson & Chris Loechel were married July 24 
Amanda Kempka & Todd Bowers were married July 31 
Steven Keiser graduated from DePaul University in Chi-
cago with a Bachelor’s of Science in Computer Graphics and 
Motion Technology, with a minor in Animation, on June 13 
George Klupchak graduated from the University of Notre 
Dame with a Master’s of Education on July 10 
Winn Hynes celebrates her 96th birthday on August 25. 
Please send greetings to 1439 McDowell Rd., Unit 100,  
Naperville, IL  60563 
Pastor Bob Atkins’ article, “Contextual Interpretation of 
the Letter of Philemon in the United States,” was published 
in a book of scholarly essays on the letter to Philemon 
The Northern Illinois Annual Conference of the UMC 
was awarded an Interfaith Unity Award from the Islamic  
Society of North America  

                               Baptisms 
 

Ewan Cooper, son of Eric and Sarah Ferguson, was bap-
tized on July 11 
Riley Michelle Washington, daughter of Taylor Washing-
ton and Julie Gatz, was baptized on July 11 
Logan Martin, son of Jason and Jodi Van Wetering, was 
baptized on July 18 
Adrienne Victoria, daughter of Reagan and Jennifer John-
son, was baptized on July 18 
Jackson Burkett, son of Kevin and Megan Ginley, was bap-
tized on July 25 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet, a friend’s or family member’s (no internet downloads 
or “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to  
gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, 
ATTN: Barb (originals will be returned upon request).  Please 
include your name, the animal’s name, and anything you’d like us 
to know about the animal or photo.   

This summer, Grace has been blessed by various visits 
from creatures great and small.  In the mornings, hawks 
enjoy the view from our steeple, and deer have been 
spotted on our church grounds.  This one, pictured in the 
new meditation garden created by Eagle Scout candidate 
Austin Smith (see back cover), was enjoying this beautiful 
spot as much as we two-legged creatures—but we’ll pass 
on munching the foliage!   

Ross Helberg Receives Grace  
Church Foundation Scholarship 
From Ginny Lacy 
 

Congratulations to North 
Central College student and 
cross country athlete Ross 
Helberg, who was awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship through 
the Grace Church Foundation 
earlier this year. These funds 
were available through the 
Foundation because of a gen-
erous donation from Anna 
Stephenson.  Tripling this honor is the good news that 
Ross’ Foundation scholarship will be matched by the 
United Methodist Higher Education Foundation as part of 
its scholars program and North Central College for a to-
tal scholarship award of $3,000.  What a blessing to play a 
part in helping the young people of Grace to grow into 
the future!  Join us in congratulating Ross and wishing him 
well as he continues his studies at North Central College. 
 

The Grace Church Foundation will host a panel of experts in a 
discussion/Q&A about palliative and hospice care on Sunday, 
September 19, 12:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  A light lunch 
will be served.  Contact Ginny Lacy at 630-420-7440. 

Samaritan Breakfast Focuses on Faith 
Ginny Lacy is sponsoring a table at Samaritan 
Interfaith Counseling’s annual “Focus on 
Faith” Breakfast on Tuesday, September 21, 
7:30 a.m. at Meson Sabika in Naperville.  The 
keynote speaker will be North Central Col-

lege men’s cross country and track coach Al Carius, a man 
of tremendous faith, who led his team to 13 national titles 
and three championships in a row.  Please call Ginny at 630-
420-7440 if you would like to join her table at this event. 

Thank You, Food Donors! 
Many thanks to all who donated 352 
pounds of food for Common Pantry last 
month as well as fresh produce from our 
church garden.  Please remember your 
donations for Aurora Interfaith Pantry at 
Hesed House on September 5.   Due to 
the Labor Day holiday, donations can also be brought the 
week before, on August 29.   

July Food 
Pantry 

Donations 


