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Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

See Grace Notes in color every month at www.peopleofgrace.org 

H ere at Grace, there are numerous opportunities to offer our 
gifts, build relationships with other members of our congre-

gation and, most importantly, grow in faith through Christian en-
gagement beyond Sunday worship.  But you may be wondering 
what is available, what’s right for you, and how you can get in-
volved.  This month, on Sundays, AUGUST 16, 23 and 30, 
Grace will be conducting sign-ups for a vast array of exciting op-
portunities, including our many Adult Education offerings, Youth 
Leadership possibilities, Music Ministry options (see the brochure 
enclosed in this newsletter), Missions, the community-wide Visionary 
Parenting initiative, and so much more!  Be sure to stop by the 
Activity Center during “Connections” time between worship ser-
vices on these three Sundays in August, and discover how you can 
plug into the live connection that is Grace Church! 

“God, I’m not sure of your 
purpose for placing me with 
these young adults whom I 
have never met, but I feel so 
welcomed, respected and 
filled up by these people.”  
That was the prayer of 
Grace Assistant Youth Di-
rector Gaye Lynn Loufek 
when she realized that her 
mission in St. Louis would 
be spent with a work crew 
of junior high youth she’d 
never met before.   
 

“Getting to know other 
groups of youth created a 
real feeling of unity,” said 
Grace Youth Pastor Howie 
Snyder of the roughly 75 
youth and adults from sev-
eral states gathered at 
Group Workcamp Founda-
tion’s “Week of Hope” July 
19-24.  Howie’s daughter, 
12-year-old Greer, was ini-
tially intimidated by the 
prospect of working with 
people she didn’t know.  
“I’m really shy, but after a 
while I got used to it.  It was 
really fun; they were really 

nice!”  Megan Hambright, 
13, also enjoyed meeting 
youth from other states 
such as Tennessee and Wis-
consin.  “The people were 
so friendly,” said Megan.   
 

“This trip was really a neat 
time of connecting,” said 
Bob Plummer, whose crew 
of five youth from other 
churches and one from 
Grace participated in yard 

work and planting produce 
for a grateful homeowner 
battling breast cancer.  
While Bob has attended 
Grace mission trips before, 
this was his first with junior 
high students.  “I was sur-
prised by how mature these 
junior high youth are,” he 
said, remarking how well 
they all got along, smoothed 
out their issues, and worked 

so diligently. 
 

Work ranged from helping 
in soup kitchens, nursing 
homes and day care centers 
to painting and cleaning out 
a home that would other-
wise have been condemned.   
“Everyone felt fulfilled, 
needed, helpful and hum-
bled,” said Gaye Lynn.    
 

While the entire work camp 
population shared in meals, 
jobs and worship (led by 
attending adult leaders, in-
cluding Howie and Rev. 
Carol Madalin), our Grace 
contingent of 10 youth and 
four adults participated in its 
own time of evening devo-
tion.  The group also en-
joyed a visit to the resplen-
dent St. Louis Arch, a trip 
highlight, according to Bob 
Plummer.  
 

“We are already looking 
forward to next summer,” 
said Gaye Lynn, “and where 
God will lead us to do His 
work and meet His people!” 
 

Jr. High Mission to St. Louis Arches Broad Span of  Youth 

Grace Junior High mission trip participants served with students 
from other states on a variety of projects in the St. Louis area.   
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Pastor’s Journal  
 
Summertime, And It’s Gone Too Soon 
 
Rain and cool temperatures in July made me wonder when summer would arrive.  Expecting a 
quiet time in this season of spiritual renewal and recreation has proven difficult.  Already in the 
middle of summer, the anticipation of the many activities of the fall, the beginning of school and 

the return of the full schedule override whatever peace might be present.  Where has summer gone? 
 

I can remember warm summer days and time to enjoy them.  While fishing in a stock pond with my grandfather, the 
clouds became more interesting than purposefully watching the bobber.  Lying back, looking up at the changing shapes in 
the sky, there was time for thoughts to come and go as gently as the clouds.  I caught very few sunfish, but I remember 
the time with my grandfather.  Such are the memories of summers gone by. 
 

We all know that it is important to find time to restore our souls.  Beyond rest and relaxation, time to refresh and re-
new purpose and direction brings its own blessings.  Yet, because this form of investment in our future feels like it has 
such indirect and unstructured payback, it is easy to forgo and not see the necessity of it.  All too soon the summer is 
gone.  
 

Restoration of the soul means renewing the relationships that keep us whole: with self, with God and with others.  Sum-
mer is the time to revitalize our relationships with those in our lives who are most significant—family and friends who 
are the significant others of our lives.  Before the summer is gone. 
 

       Grace and Peace, 
 

August 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair  
 

A s we gathered to 
begin the Church 

Council meeting for July, we reflected  
a bit on things happening at Grace even 
during the heart of summer. Bob 
Plummer provided a short summary of 
time spent in mission with our Jr. High  
youth in St. Louis July 19-24—a great 
experience for all with very positive 
feedback on our youth from our Mis-
sion leadership. As I write, our team 
traveling to Hope United Methodist 
Church in Russia has made the long 
trek by train to Volgograd across the 
vastness of the steppes, with many lo-
cal stops. They’re in our hearts and 
prayers for a great exchange with our 
fellow Methodists.  We are praying for 
their safe return on August 8. 
 

Rev. Howie Snyder briefed us on con-
tinuing plans for Family Ministry in 
2009-2010, with a focus on family units 
participating together in small groups—
Visionary Parenting.  A series of guided 
studies from September to March will 

be culminated with a multi-church, 
multi-denominational gathering from 
across the Naperville community. This 
looks very promising and will explicitly 
address the importance of spirituality 
both in church and at home. 
 

Each summer, as many of you are 
aware, receipts from pledges and gifts 
tend to fall off as a result of members 
being away on vacation or other sum-
mertime commitments. We plan for 
this pattern of giving by reducing 
spending in the summer and watching 
our accounts carefully. This year brings 
an extra challenge because of fall-out 
from the economic downturn. Pastor 
Atkins recently sent a letter indicating 
that some in our congregation have 
had to pull back on pledges due to job 
loss or other hardship.  I wish to add 
emphasis to his encouragement for all 
who are able to maintain or accelerate 
their giving during the summer months; 
of course, additional gifts will always 
further strengthen the good work that 
is done. We are on a very positive 
track at Grace with many good things 

happening, and we want to keep that 
momentum going! 
 

Stay positive, engage in the issues that 
are your passion, act to make things 
happen!  Each and every one of us can 
make a difference, and together we are 
a movement. Say “hi” to someone you 
don’t know this week, and remember 
to wear your nametag! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

     More Cookie Bakers ! 
Grace is good indeed; so many people 
baked cookies for Side-by-Side this year, 
this editor didn’t realize there was a whole 
second page to the list of bakers provided 
by cookie coordinator Ruth Wills!  Thanks 
and apologies to those whose names did 
not appear in last month’s Grace Notes: 

Cheryl Ameiss 
Trudy Andsager 
Margaret Blake 
Gayla Bockrath 
Nancy Cole 
Jennifer Conniff 
Cathy Ferrel 
Jaci Green 
Margaret  

Harrison 
Clare Hounsell 

Shirley Hoffman 
Linda Hunziker 
Claudia  

Hutchison 
Nicole Kmieciak 
Barb Lanman 
Sandy Leedy 
Beverly Michels 
Rachel Myatt 
Karen Olson 
Michael Scott 

Linda Smith 
Annette  

Swanson 
Connie Systo 
Lisa Telomen 
Jenn Wills 
And thanks to all 
the anonymous 
bakers who 
dropped off 
cookies without 
their names! 
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The deadline for September 
Grace Notes news is:  

Monday, August 31 
 

Grace Notes is published for the mem-
bers and friends of Grace United Meth-

odist Church.  Submit news to  
Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 
phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

August 2009 

Come Full Circle to  
the Family of Christ 

At Saturday evening 
“Circle of Worship” 

5:30 p.m. Activity Center 
 

family-friendly • weekly communion • 
informal, intimate setting • original music • 

monthly healing service • lazy Sundays! 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Go GREEN with  
Grace Notes! 
If you would be willing to 
help us reduce the mail-
ing/printing costs of this 

newsletter as well as our footprint on the 
environment by accessing Grace Notes 
online, please send an e-mail to 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org with the 
words “online only” in the subject line.  If 
your e-mail address does not easily identify 
you, please include your name in the body 
of the e-mail.  You will be notified monthly 
of new issues and how to download them.  
Thanks for going green with us! 

 

 

Annual Report Letters 
and Budgets Past Due! 
If you have been contacted 
about submitting a committee 
letter and budget for our 
first-ever Annual Report, they 
are now past due.  Please sub-
mit your letters to Barb 
Ceruti at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
and budgets to Bob Poland at 
rgpoland@peopleofgrace.org 
as soon as possible!  Commis-
sioned by the Stewardship 
and Finance Committee, our 
Annual Report is a significant, 
collaborative endeavor that 
depends upon your coopera-
tion and attention to our pro-
duction schedule.  Thank you!  
 

Ushers/Greeters Needed! 
Grace is in great need of ush-
ers and greeters for both 
weekday and weekend funer-
als and memorial services.  If 
you can offer your assistance 
in this way, please contact 
Sharon Ferguson in the 
church office at 630-355-
1748, ext. 223. 
 

Join Dinners for Eight! 
If you’re interested in food, 
fun and fellowship, please join 

“Dinners for Eight”!  We’ll 
meet four times for dinner, 
October to May.  Pick up a 
registration/information form 
in the office information 
racks, or contact Ann 
Walczak at 630-357-7751 for 
more information.  Singles 
and couples welcome!  
 

Blood Drive August 17 
Give the gift of life by donat-
ing blood on Monday, Au-
gust 17, 3:30-7:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Sign up to 
donate on the poster in the 
narthex or online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org (click 
the Heartland Blood Centers 
icon on the home page).  All 
donors will receive a free 
quart of Oberweis ice cream; 
photo ID required.   
 

UMW Book Group 
All readers are invited to at-
tend United Methodist 
Women’s book club, meeting 
next on Wednesday, August 
26, 12:45 p.m. in the home of 
Wanda Jones.  The book to 
be discussed is Sarah’s Key, by 
Tatiana de Rosnay. 
 

Over 50 Heads to Egypt! 
Join Over 50 Fellowship on 

Thursday, Septem-
ber 10, 12:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  We 
will return from a 
summer hiatus with a 
trip back in time to 
the pyramids and 
pharaohs of Egypt.  Joan and 
Jeff Meador will be our travel 
guides, giving us a fascinating 
look at the time capsules hid-
den away in tombs of this an-
cient land.  Blue Ribbon cooks 
JoAnn Stuart and Ruby Allen 
are also back!  Lunch is $5 
per person, payable at the 
door.  Be sure to reserve 
your space by Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8! 
 

Last Europe Trip 
Orientation!  One year 
from today, members of 
Grace will travel to several 
countries in Europe, where 
we will take in the wonders 
of the Alps and the Oberam-
mergau Passion Play!  Come 
to our last orientation meet-
ing on Sunday, September 
20, 11:00 in Room 250.  Trip 
leaders Rev. Don Niswonger 
and Rev. Dr. Carol Findon 
will share all the latest infor-

mation.  We would love you 
to be a part of this exciting 
opportunity, so please come 
to the meeting to find out 
more!  Contact Don and 
Carol at 630-416-8393 for 
further information.   
 

“Five Wishes” Program  
Looks at End of Life Issues 
On Sunday, September 20 
at 12:00 p.m., the Grace 
Church Foundation will pre-
sent lunch followed by an in-
formational program entitled 
“Five Wishes,” presented by 
Grace Parish Nurse Pam Riley 
and other experts who will 
share their life experiences.  
Five Wishes is a document 
that will help family members 
talk to each other about es-
sential end of life issues in a 
way that goes beyond con-
crete medical concerns to 
human concerns.  For more 
information, contact Ginny 
Lacy at 630-420-7440.   
  

Save the Date!  It’s not too 
early to mark Sunday, Octo-
ber 18, on your calendars.  
That’s the Annual CROP 
Walk to stomp out hunger.  
Further details to come. 
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Kids Discover God and Fun at “Camp Edge”  
 

“We played a game 

called ‘Tag You’re It.’  

Each day one of us would 

tag apprentices to memo-

rize the day’s Bible verse.  Then 

the tagged apprentice needed 

to tag another apprentice, thus passing on 

the verse of the day.  Kim and I would find 

each apprentice and see if they knew the 

day’s verse.  By the end of the week, the ap-

prentices were looking for us because they 

were ready to tell the day’s Bible verse and 

get a piece of candy.  Pretty cool how they 

searched us out!  It was a great way to keep 

them involved in VBS as they get older as well 

as get to know them a little through the 

week.  Now we have a new connection to be 

able to say “hi” on Sunday when we see one 

another!” 

  —Christine Ryan 

“VBS went very well this year.  It was fun 

to work with the apprentices, and even 

though they are older, they still love VBS 

and really got involved in learning the 

Bible verses.  It was fun to watch!” 

  —Kim Blair 

“This was our first year involved in VBS 
and we truly enjoyed it.  I really think the 
kids had a great time!  My three kids 
could not wait to go back each day!  
They loved sharing the crafts they made 
with me each day, and we are still sing-
ing the songs they learned.  We had a 
very positive experience and plan on be-
ing part of VBS again next year.” 
  —Julie Strang 

“Our style is all about the kids hearing us 

while they’re doing what they love—the 

Moon Jump, playing volleyball...I loved 

that we were cordless at the picnic and 

could entertain the kids where they 

were.” 
 

—Joyce Stuart     
(ScribbleMonster vocalist) 

“This was my first t
ime being an appren-

tice and it was good.  I liked helping and 

watching all the kids have fun.” 

 
 

—Christopher Blair 

“I loved being an apprentice this year and working with the crafts.  I was able to bring a friend from school who hadn’t done VBS before, and she helped too.”   —Emily Blair 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AND 
CHURCH PICNIC 2009 
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A sk most people, even 
those who are 

unchurched, what church is 
all about and they’ll say 
“worship”...or they will pro-
vide at least some account of 
the experience that occurs in 
a sanctuary or other hal-
lowed space for the purpose 
of meeting God.  Worship is 
so essential to the church 
experience, it is virtually syn-
onymous with it.  And, per-
haps now more than ever, 
people who are coming to 
worship are people who are 
seeking God.   
 

“Perhaps the searching is 
more evident in people out-
side the church than in it,” 
poses the Worship Guide-
lines booklet of the United 
Methodist Church.  “Look at 
the growing number of 12-
step groups and New Age 
religious expressions,” the 
booklet continues.  (One 

might also consider the 
“New Earth” topics on the 
Oprah show in recent years!)  
“People are searching for 
something real, spiritual, and 
powerful; they are longing for 
meaning, belonging, and 
something or someone to 
live for.”  Indeed, worship 
today must be alive and vital 
with God’s presence in order 
to inspire the people’s par-
ticipation.   
 

How is that achieved?  Con-
trary to what might be as-
sumed, mainline Methodist 
church worship rarely just 
“happens”; it is not an im-
provisation of preaching, mu-
sic, and liturgy.  Rather, it is a 
purposeful, planned endeavor 
to create opportunities to 
meet and respond to God 
that entails ongoing commu-
nication among pastors, musi-
cians, the governing church 
body, subgroups, and, yes, 
the congregation.  It is not 
simply “worship,” it is Wor-
ship.   

Here at Grace, our Worship 
Committee is comprised of  
the following subcommittees 
that operate independently, 
but together achieve our four 
very different worship service 
offerings:  Ushers (chaired by 
Pete Lindsay), Sound Techni-
cians (Brian Fahs), Liturgists 
(Harriet McCabe), Commun-
ion Leaders (Sandy Leedy and 
Dianne Calhoun), Chancel 
Ministry (Ellie Lindsay), and 
Fine Arts (Sue Schofield).  
Perhaps it goes without say-
ing that also vital to worship 
at Grace are our pastoral and 
music leaders.  Worship is a 
collective, collaborative effort 
that leaves little to chance, 
from sermon topics and cor-
responding anthems down to 
the colors of the flowers on 
the altar.    
 

“Worship is at the center of 
our Grace Experience,” said 
Worship Chairman Tom 
Blair, who has headed the 
Worship Committee for the 
past two years.  “It is what 

we all commit to when we 
join the church.  It is what 
we, as the Church Body, re-
affirm at every baptism.”  
Therefore, according to 
Tom, “It is important to cre-
ate a vibrant, welcoming 
worship experience for all of 
the People of Grace and visi-
tors as well.”   
 

Grace Church provides four 
distinct worship services every 
weekend throughout the year.  
Join us for Saturday evening 
“worship in the round” designed 
especially for families, offering 
weekly communion, original 
music and monthly healing ser-
vice (5:30 p.m. in the Activity 
Center); 8:15 a.m. traditional 
Sunday worship with the New 
Life Singers; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
traditional liturgical worship 
with the Chancel Choir; and 
11:00 a.m. Sunday contempo-
rary worship with the Grace 
Praise Team.  If you would like 
to discuss your worship experi-
ence, please contact a member 
of the Grace pastoral staff. 

      The Grace Worship Committee By Barb Ceruti 

Touching Africa, 
Uniting Hearts… 
Is God Calling YOU to 
Kenya? 
 

Is God calling you to an overseas mission experience?  Join 
the Kenya Mission team on their second journey to Africa!  
Our 2010 trip is scheduled for January 28-February 12, 
with limited space available.  While the estimated cost is 
$2,800-3,000 per person, the life-changing experience is 
priceless!  Our team will work at the Maua Methodist Hos-
pital, build a home for an AIDS orphan family, serve at a 
bio-intensive farm, tour the Kenya Methodist University, 
tour a local game park/safari, share in worship, love and 
friendship with the people of Maua and Meru, Kenya.  Ap-
plications and deposits are due by September 13, 2009.  
Orientation meetings will occur monthly beginning in Sep-
tember.  Visit the church office for application forms and 
information, or call Julie Utter at 630-922-4157 or Annette 
Swanson at 630-420-9638.   

DuPage PADS, Grace Hunger Committee 
Thank Our Volunteers 
From Catherine Page 
 

The Grace Hunger Committee wishes to thank everyone, our 
youth especially, who helped at DuPage PADS July 29-30. We 
served dinner to 70 guests, with 35 people volunteering their 
time to help at the shelter.  Of those 35, 14 were youth, six 
of whom came back at 6:00 a.m. the following morning to 
help wipe down the pads, put them away and put away ta-
bles—all with a smile!  Twenty-one people donated food, 
which was greatly appreciated by the guests.  It is hard for us 
to realize what it is like to be homeless here in DuPage 
County, but the people that we served in Lisle that night had 
to find a way to get to Glen Ellyn, where there would be a 
shelter open the next night.  One guest told me that he had 
to walk a mile to the train station to catch a train, then a bus, 
at a cost of $6 just to get to the next shelter with all of his 
possessions in hand.  When I suggested that he take two bot-
tles of water with his packed lunch, he told me they were too 
heavy to carry around.  How much we take for granted as we 
crawl into our comfortable beds each night! 
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Linking Up to Grace    By Pastor Lisa Telomen  
Pastor Lisa is currently in Volgograd, Russia, where she and our Russian Initiative team are helping to supply 
and grow the new congregation of Hope United Methodist Church.  Pray for their safe return and the good 
work they’re doing in Christ’s name.  Pastor Lisa is sure to tell us all about it in next month’s Grace Notes! 

Enclosed in this newsletter 
is a brochure from our Music Ministry 
detailing all of the many diverse vocal 
and instrumental opportunities at Grace 
for children, teens and adults.  Please be 
sure to check it out and see where you 
might fit in to our dynamic music pro-
gram—there’s truly something for eve-
ryone!  Rehearsals for all choirs and 
music groups begin the week of 
August 23 on your designated re-
hearsal day and time (see brochure).  

Here is some additional kick-off infor-
mation for those interested in either 
joining our music program for the 

first time or returning again for a new 
season: 
 

SEASON KICK-OFF EVENTS 
• Youth Chorale & His Grace 

Teen Ensembles  Sunday, August 
23; 5:30 p.m. combined kick-off pizza 
party and gathering time 

• New Life Singers  Wednesday, 
August 24; 6:30 potluck supper fol-
lowed by rehearsal.  Please note:  The 
NLS rehearsal time noted in the en-

closed music brochure is in error; re-
hearsal start time is 7:15 p.m. 

• Children’s Music Ministry (includes 
Angelus, Cherub, Jr. Singers choirs and 
Children’s Bell Ensemble)  Wednesday, 
August 26; Combined rehearsal in 
the sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. with con-
current registration in the narthex.  
Family pizza party at 5:45 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  Cost is $10/family and 
includes all-you-can-eat pizza, salad, 
desserts, drinks 

• Chancel Choir  Thursday, August 
27; 6:00 p.m. potluck supper fol-
lowed by rehearsal at 7:30.   

Dear Grace United Methodist Church,         July 24, 2009 
 

My name is Pattie Shoener and I am the director of MissionLab in New Orleans.  We 
have had the absolute privilege of hosting your wonderful youth group led by Ms. Gaye 

Lynn Loufek for the past two summers, and it has been a great experience.  The work that the 
groups have already done has left an eternal impact on the lives of many hurting people in our 
great city.  And for that, we are grateful. 
 

Over these past two summers, I have interacted with more than 200 groups and over 5,000 par-
ticipants from all over the United States.  Some of the groups are large and some are very small.  
Some are from metropolitan areas and some are from very rural areas.  But I can honestly say 
that working with Ms. Gaye Lynn and the adult leadership team she has recruited has been one 
of my greatest joys.  She is obviously very organized but flexible enough to work with the chang-
ing landscape that is our city. 
 

But even more rewarding to me is watching the young people respond to her and the others on 
the adult leadership team.  Again, I have seen many groups from many different settings, but the 
absolute respect the young people from Grace show not only to their leadership team, but to our 
leadership team is truly admirable. 
 

I am writing to you not only to make sure you know how wonderful Ms. Gaye Lynn is (which I 
am sure you already know), but also to let you know how respectful and wonderful your young 
people are, even when they are away from home.  That is definitely a reflection of the church 
family as a whole.  And if you would be so kind, I would appreciate it if you could please 
thank the parents of these fine young people.  It is obvious that they are loved and trained and 
brought up “in the way they should go” and when they are away “they do not depart from it.”   
 

Thanks for sharing your church family with our city, and I hope they will come minister and 
work with us for many years to come.  Grace, you should be proud!   
 

In Christian Love and Service…   Pattie Shoener 

Praise From New Orleans 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

John Bambalas 
Judy Colbert 
Doris Kosola, sister of Dee Husselbee 
Marian Skowronek, wife of Ted Skowronek 
Sue Sujak, daughter and sister of Bev Oling and Bekki  
Hamilton, respectively 
Matsue Trueffer, friend of Val Dudley 
Dick Wright, husband of Pat Wright 
Anita Zinger, aunt of Judy Davis 

Baptisms 
 

Claire Cameron, daughter of Steven and Cassie 
Fredericks, was baptized on July 12 
Matthew Richard, son of Louis and Heidi Sands, was bap-
tized on July 12 
Daniel Paul Macaluso, son of Steve Macaluso and Alexis 
Dunne, was baptized on July 26 

Celebrations 
 

Winn Hynes will celebrate her 95th birthday on August 
25; send greetings to 1700 Robin Lane #121, Lisle, IL  60532 
Lindsey Kasha & Tim Brach were married on July 5 
Elida Reiten & Matthew Vandenbergh were married 
on July 11 
Ashley Scharafin & Scott Palmer were married July 18 
Sarah Radostits & Kyle Munoz were married on July 25 
Alan Brady, son of Scott and Heather Carius, grandson of 
Bill and Carol Vermaat, Allen and Pam Carius, and John and 
Pam Lafferty, and great-grandson of Charmaine Gregory, 
was born on March 9 
Braden James, son of Shannon and Brett Meurer and 
grandson of Brian and Karen Patterson, was born July 27 
David Adams, son of Glenna and Rich Adams, received a 
Master’s in Business Administration from Smith School of 
Business, University of Maryland, in May of 2009 
Katherine Adams, daughter of Glenna and Rich Adams, is 
completing graduate work in public health through Tulane 
University in New Orleans and is currently doing research 
on lassa fever in Sierra Leone, Africa 
Alex Chivas graduated from DePauw University on May 17 
with a Bachelor of Arts in English Writing 

Letters 
Dear Grace Family, 
 

We would like to express our deep appreciation for the prayers, 
thoughts and support of our Grace Church family during the time 
of Charlie’s hospitalization and recovery.  A special word of 
thanks to our pastors, who with their hospital visits brought sup-
port and encouraging words at a very distressing time.  The uplift-
ing of prayer brought us a blessing of a “peace that passeth all 
understanding.”   
 

May God Bless You All, 
   —Lillian and Charlie Volz 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order they are received. 
 
This is 
Cody, a 
blue 
merle 
Austra-
lian Shep-
herd that 
came to 
live with 
Greg and 
Patty 
Robinson 
six years 
ago.  He 
came to 
his new 
home 
through a 
breed rescue group in Kentucky that takes in stray dogs 
and finds homes for them.  Say his owners, “Cody is gen-
tle-natured and very smart.”  He also competes in dog 
agility, which is an obstacle course for dogs.  When he’s 
not busy with agility, he likes to chase rabbits (he hasn’t 
caught one yet!), take long walks, and play with the two 
cats that also share his home. 

Cody 

Join Us For a Gardening Event! 
Please join the Grace Church and Society Committee for 
a gardening event at McDonald Farm/Conservation Foun-
dation on Saturday, August 22, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.  
We will meet at the farm (located at 10S404 Knoch 
Knolls Rd. in Naperville) at 9:00 a.m., when we will hear a 
brief discussion about organic farming, then we’ll help 
around the farm with weeding and other jobs as needed.  
Children are welcome, but will need to be supervised (so 
they pull weeds, not plants!).  Pack a lunch; we can use 
the picnic tables on site afterward to rest and revel in our 
good deeds!  You may also want to bring gardening 
gloves and water for yourself (gardening tools and “one 
size fits all” gloves are available at the farm).  To RSVP or 
for more information, please contact Chris St. John at 
630-548-5737 or cstjohn@wowway.com. 


