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Dinners for Eight 
If you’re interested in food, fun and fellowship, please consider 
joining Dinners for Eight!  We will meet four times for dinner 
in groups of eight, from October to May.  Participants are 
assigned to a different group of people for each of the four 
dinners.  Out of the group, a person or couple is designated 
as host, one time only.  The host decides on the date and type 
of activity (evening dinner, Sunday brunch, barbecue, etc.) and 
provides the meat or main dish, while the other participants 
supply the dessert, salad and vegetable.  This is not a couples 
only function!  Single members are welcome to join. 
 

If you are interested in joining Dinners for Eight, please fill out 
this form and return it to the church office by August 24.  If 
you can’t commit to hosting one of the dinners, please con-
sider participating as a substitute.  If you would like more in-
formation, contact Judy or John McGoogan at 630-420-1312 
or jmcgoogan@yahoo.com.   
 

___Yes, I/we are interested in joining Dinners for Eight! 
 

Name(s)_______________________________________ 
Address________________________________________ 
Phone (home)______________ (work) ______________ 
 

___Substitute only 
___I would be interested in coordinating Dinners for Eight 

M any 
thanks to 

Margaret Harri-
son, Fellowship 
of Christian 
Men, the Grace 
Praise Team, 
Children’s and 
Family Council, 
Christian Educa-
tion Ministry, 

the Evangelism Com-
mittee, Grace Youth, 
and Grace Ushers for 
making our  picnic 
another great success! 

ALL CHUALL CHURCH PICNIC!RCH PICNIC!  

INSIDE:   
IMPORTANT  
MUSIC MINISTRY  
INFORMATION! 

 

   

August 2008 

August 2008 

$3 per person 

 
Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

See Grace Notes in color every month at www.peopleofgrace.org 

By Gaye Lynn Loufek 
 

M any months 
ago we began 

praying, seeking and 
being diligent in our 
search for a new 
leader of Youth Min-
istries at Grace.  We 
tried, diligently, to 
give God a push in 
the right direction.  
Many of you know 
that I am very open 
about my need to 
give God subtle, and 
not so subtle, hints 
about how I think 
things should go.  As 
always, God has His own plan and 
worked on His time, and are we ever 
grateful!  You see, we searched 
through résumés, looked online, made 
phone calls, and prayed—a lot.  The 
week we were to begin interviewing 
candidates, a wonderful thing hap-
pened.  God led someone to our web-
site and, as they say, the rest is history. 
 

Effective August 1, we have the won-
derful blessing of welcoming Reverend 
Howie Snyder as our new Youth Min-
ister here at Grace.  Howie and his 
wife, Nicole, have moved here from 
the Detroit area with their four chil-
dren.  We have had the opportunity  
to have Howie’s family in our presence 
on two different occasions, and the 
love, connection, nurturing and pastor-
ing that has already taken place be-
tween the Snyders and our youth is 
humbling.  On our first introduction, 
we watched Howie become engaged 
immediately in a backyard volleyball 
game with our youth.  By the time the 
picnic was over (after only an hour), 

Howie was able to call each youth by 
name, as well as the adults, and knew 
some endearing characteristic about 
each of them.   
 

Our youth offered glowing recommen-
dations about the Snyder family and 
were asking how soon they would be 
returning.  You see, the kids didn’t 
understand much about the interview 
process and were adamant that it was 
a “done deal” after that first encoun-
ter.  Howie and his wife bring much 
experience with youth to Grace as 
well as interests in music, small group 
ministry, and mission work.  My hope 
is that we welcome them with the 
open arms they so richly deserve and 
thank God daily for not listening to 
our “suggestions” and bringing us who 
He knew to be the “perfect fit.” 
 

Vital Statistics  
• Number of years of professional 

experience in Youth Ministry:  15 
• Education and Qualifications:  B.A., 

Secondary Education in Social Stud-
ies, Greenville College; completing 

M.A. in Youth Ministry from Asbury 
Theological Seminary; Fully Or-
dained Elder in the Free Methodist 
Church 

• Number of years married:  15 
• Number of children:  4 
• Place of birth:  Brazil (Howie’s par-

ents were missionaries there until 
he was five years old) 

• High School:  Lane Tech in Chicago 
• Favorite recreational sports:   
  soccer, basketball, ultimate Frisbee 
• Favorite pro sports teams:  Cubs,   

Bears, Denver Nuggets 
• Favorite college teams:  Notre 

Dame football, Kentucky Wildcats 
basketball 

• Musical talents:  Plays guitar and 
sings; traveled in an a cappella quar-
tet in college 

• Favorite musicians:  Switchfoot, 
Newsboys, Relient K, Sufjan Stevens, 
Keith Green, David Crowder Band 

• Into:  Classic movies and all kinds of 
music 

 

A Word About Nicole 
Howie’s wife, Nicole, is an integral 
part of the Snyder Youth Ministry 
team.  Here are some of her “vitals”: 
 

• Fully Ordained Elder in the Free 
Methodist Church 

• Grew up in Denver, CO 
• Has an M.A. in Counseling from As-

bury Theological Seminary and is   
working on a Ph.D. in Old Testa-
ment from London School of  

    Theology 
• Huge Denver Broncos fan 
• Sings, plays the flute and bass guitar 
 

 
Welcome, Snyders, to the family of 
Grace—we’re thrilled you’re here! 
 

Grace Welcomes New Youth Pastor Rev. Howie Snyder and Family   

(from left) Lysander, Howie, Clark, Nicole, Greer and 
Samantha Snyder 
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Pastor’s Journal  
  

Keeping Our Eyes Open 
          
We enter this month, the quadrennial cycle of uniquely American politics.  The antiquated system that 
nominates our presidential candidates carries its vestige in a media event known as the “conventions.” 

 

With all the build-up through the primaries, and with the decision about who will head each ticket already made, reality 
shows may be better television than the Republicans and Democrats can produce.  It may be tempting to look away.  It 
may be tempting to allow ourselves to focus on other summer activities and let the pundits analyze and tell us what hap-
pened, what is important, what we should think and do.  It may be tempting, but it is not who we are. 
 

The political conventions this month may be scripted celebrations.  They may not be the decision-making events of long 
ago.  They may not have the drama of the Olympics.  But they will demarcate different trajectories, different visions, dif-
ferent strategies for the future of our nation and, by implication, our world.  Past the honorifics, past the cheers and the 
“made for TV hype,” past the long speeches and even longer speeches of introduction, there is a simple truth: 
 

This is how we make a collective decision about our leadership for the next four years.  This is how we choose the 
president who will exert influence in a world that has been made complex by local conflicts and ancient antagonisms. 
 

The person of spiritual integrity listens and engages this process, making his or her own decision about supporting a  
candidate, whether from a major party or a third party, because it makes spiritual sense to do so.  Enjoy the Olympics, 
be distracted by “reality TV,” but do not fail to engage this process that makes a difference to the whole world. 
 

         Grace and Peace, 
         
 

August 2008 

Pastor Bob’s “Journals” also appear in Positively Naperville 

Church Coun-
cil is turning its 

attention more fully now to 
working through processes 
for strategy development to 
carry Grace through the next 
several years. Input from the 
Church Council Listening 
Post, ad hoc conversations 
with members, comments 
from Grace staff, and critical 
feedback on current activities 
and programs have revealed 
an emerging imperative for a 
focus on Family Ministry at 
Grace. In past years, in fulfill-
ing many of the objectives 
identified and targeted in our 
previous strategy efforts, re-
sources and program empha-
sis had shifted away from Chil-
dren’s Ministry and Family-
oriented programs. There is 
now a clear message from our 
congregation that we should 

be reinstating the long heri-
tage of Family Ministry that 
has served us so well in the 
past. 
 

The recently commissioned 
Children’s Education Task 
Force, led by Lisa Churchill, 
has moved quickly to gather 
data from Grace and 
neighboring churches with 
strong children’s programs 
and has submitted a report 
and set of recommendations 
to Church Council. The re-
sults of the report were well 
received and strongly en-
dorsed by Church Council. 
Recommendations for staffing 
and funding directions will be 
incorporated by the Grace 
Strategy Team into the plan-
ning currently underway. Tac-
tical recommendations will be 
taken to the Grace Education 

Committee for consideration 
for action. These results align 
strongly with the emphasis on 
Family Ministry. 
 

Church Council will work 
with Staff-Parish and Steward-
ship and Finance to coordi-
nate planning for staffing, 
budget, program development, 
and our 2009 Giving Cam-
paign to launch our Family 
Ministry emphasis. Our start-
ing focus will be Children’s 
and Youth Ministry, and we’ll 
be asking our staff and diverse 
committees to consider how 
their respective activities and 
programs can contribute to 
this theme. We are happy to 
hear from Staff-Parish that 
Rev. Howie Snyder will be 
joining us effective August 1 as 
our new Grace Youth Pastor 
(see page one). We anticipate 

that Howie’s vision and ex-
perience will play strongly in 
shaping our Family Ministry 
direction. 
 

We are in the midst of our 
annual identification of re-
placements for members re-
tiring from their three-year 
positions on various Grace 
committees or in Chair posi-
tions. Please consider how 
you may be able to offer your 
gifts and talents. Contact the 
church office or a Church 
Council member if you are 
able and willing to help us 
move forward. 
 

Be welcoming!  Greet new 
and long-time members, and 
introduce yourself to some-
one new. Wear those name-
tags, and make Grace sing out 
with energy and engagement! 
 

 UPDATE   By John Bodine, Church Council Chair 

Coming Next Month:  Jr. High Indianapolis Trip News and Photos! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Women’s Prayer Team Begins 
Women of Grace, join us on Sunday eve-
nings, 7:00-8:00 p.m., in the Office Lounge 
for a new Evening Women’s Prayer Team.  
Our purpose is to put into action the 
mighty power of intercessory prayer. 
Please contact Julie Kronbach at 630-369-
0503 for more information. 
 

“Prayer Group for Men” 
Men, join us on Sunday evenings from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. in the Chapel for a weekly op-
portunity to gather in prayer and develop a 
more dynamic relationship with God.  
Contact Charlie Volz at 815-609-2567 for 
more information. 
 

“Come to Me” Grief Group Aug. 18 
The next “Come to Me” grief support 
group for those grieving the loss of a loved 
one will meet Monday, August 18; loca-
tion TBA.  Please contact Rev. Carol 
Madalin at 630-355-1748, ext. 246. 
 

Grace Book Club 
Grace Book Group will meet Wednesday, 
August 27, 12:45 p.m., in the home of 
Marilyn McKay.  We will discuss Play ’Red 
Wing’!:  A Family’s Odyssey Through 
Europe and the Old West, by Grace’s own 
Stan Welli.  Contact Mary Abe at 630-355-
1030 to obtain a copy of this book.    
 

Do You Enjoy Gardening? 
The Grace Church Trustees are in need of 
volunteers to help pull weeds and beautify 
our landscaped areas.  Please contact Sally 
Davis at 630-369-6075 to help. 
 

Come to a Prayer Shawl Gathering 
Join us Saturday, October 11, 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. at Grace for a time of knitting, 
crocheting, fellowship and sharing for 
Prayer Shawl Ministries or people wanting 
to start a Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Open to 
the community and other churches—
spread the word!  More to come… 
 

Giving a Hand Up, Not a Hand Out 
DuPage Habitat for Humanity will host its 
next homeownership orientation and appli-
cation session on October 18, 2008, at St. 
Isidore Catholic Church, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 
p.m.  Visit www.DuPageHabitat.org for 
more information. 
 

Summer Youth Fellowship/Bible 
Study Combined 
Junior/Senior High students, join us for 
combined Bible Study and YF, meeting 

Wednesday nights throughout the summer 
in Room 234, 6:00-7:30 p.m.   
 

Pick Up Your Senior’s Portrait 
Please pick up your high school seniors’ 
portraits in the church office.  Thank you 
for lending them to our display case!   
 

College ChristCare Group  
Grace’s college group will meet every 
Tuesday evening this summer from 7:00-
8:30 p.m. at Josh and Christine Freeman’s 
(1527 Selby Rd. in Naperville).  Please con-
tact the Freemans at 630-416-8810 or 
cfreeman@wowway.com with questions 
or for more information. 
 

2008-09 Confirmation Students: 
Pick up your student/parent and stu-
dent/mentor packets in the church office, 
sign them out, and be ahead of the game!  
Remember, there is a confirmation orien-
tation meeting Wed., September 3, for 
parents, students and mentors, if you have 
one by then.  Adults, please consider being 
a confirmation group leader or mentor. 
 

Stephen Ministry Training 
Have a gift for helping others?  Become a 
Stephen Minister!  Weekly training sessions 
begin in September.  Details to come; con-
tact Elaine Pauls at 630-357-2078 with Q’s. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mis-
sion,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org. 

August 2008 

The deadline for September 
Grace Notes news is:  

Tuesday, September 2 
 

Grace Notes is published for the members and 
friends of Grace United Methodist Church.  
Submit news to Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org; phone at  

630-355-1748, ext. 240; or drop off news in 
the church office, ATTN:  Barb 

 

Grace United Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  www.peopleofgrace.org 

Why be  
Join the Circle!  Attend 
our Saturday Evening 
Worship in the round, 
5:30pm, in the Activity 

Center  
 

An intimate, family-friendly 
alternative to Sunday  

morning worship 

SQUARE? 

 

Hymn Sing This Month! 

W hy wait until Christmas or Easter to 
sing your favorite hymns?  All this 

month, musical preludes to worship ser-
vices will be replaced by a Hymn Sing.  
Drop off your requests in the church office, 
or send them to Organist Nancy Staton at 
ncstaton920@yahoo.com or by mail to:  
1101 Bauer Rd., Naperville, IL  60563.  
Please be sure to note any Sundays you’ll 
be away so that we can make sure you’re 
here for your selections.  Hurry!  Tell us 
your favorites now! 

Tour Europe 
with Grace 

Rev. Don Niswonger and Rev. Dr. Carol 
Findon are planning a fabulous tour of 
Europe in September 2010, including Al-
pine wonders and the famous Oberam-
mergau Passion Play!  Offered in two 
parts, our trip includes a basic 9-day 
tour in Oberammergau (departing Sept. 
14, 2010), including time in Munich or 
Zurich, Innsbruck, Salzburg, the Passion 
Play, a trip through the Brenner Pass, ex-
ploration of castles and churches, and an 
optional tour to Neuschwanstein.  Part 
two is a 7-day Italy pre-tour (departing 
Sept. 7, 2010), including two days in Chris-
tian and Ancient Rome, Assisi, Siena and 
Pisa, city tours of Florence and Venice, 
Verona and the Alps.  Whichever option 
you choose, our entire Grace group will 
be together at the same hotel for the ba-
sic Oberammergau week.  Interested?  Join 
us for a meeting and film of the tours on 
Sunday, September 7, 2008, 4:00 p.m., 
in Room 254.  Contact Don and Carol at 
630-416-8393 with any questions. 

Save the Date for 10th Annual  
“Light the Night” Walk to fight  

leukemia/lymphoma—Sept. 6, 7pm 
Watch for further details in “Grace in  

Mission” weekly bulletin announcements  
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August 2008 

W ow!  Wasn’t God 
amazing in July?  I 
hope many of you 

were blessed and grew in 
faith and love through 
our Vacation Bible 
School and our Jirani 
concert and home stay 
days with the Jirani choir 
members.  I know I was 
blessed and grew in faith 
and love—our children 
and teens from Naper-
ville and Nairobi, our 
adult volunteers and our 
Grace staff were all 
amazing in their love and 
care for me and every-
one!  What humbling and 
amazing experiences I 
had with our Grace chil-
dren as I saw how much 
they gave and gave—
backpacks, food, and 
money to help the Jirani 
children, children in Na-
perville and Chicago, and 
mission projects in the 
U.S. and around the 
world!  Such big hearts 
they and their families 
have…and then, such 

warm and generous 
hearts our Jirani choir 
members had with our 
families, warmly embrac-
ing us, welcoming us as 
their mothers and fa-
thers, sisters and broth-
ers while here for three 
days, and sharing their 
happiness at being able 
to share meals and 
games, hopes and 
dreams with us for this 
short time.  “I pray that 
God will keep blessing 
and using you to bless 
others, here in Naper-
ville and around the 
world,” one Jirani stu-
dent wrote in a thank 
you note to me.  Truly, 
the Holy Spirit filled  
us all in wonderful ways! 
 

This month (see worship 
schedule below), Grace 
preachers, Bishop Hee-
Soo Jung, Rev. Fernando 
Siaba (serving Humboldt 
Park UMC in Chicago), 
as well as the members 
and friends of Grace, will 

take turns sharing stories 
of how the Holy Spirit is 
moving and shaping us.  
We will share the power 
of God in our lives and 
how He is working 
through us to reach oth-
ers to bring about God’s 
Kingdom on earth, as it 
is in heaven.  We will 
base our sermons and 
sharing on the stories of 
the Holy Spirit in the 
book of Acts, learning 
how we, the disciples of 
today (like those in the 
early church), can be 
filled and used to do God 
and Christ’s works to-
day.   Come be amazed 
at what God is doing in 
us and through us!  
 

Our Church Council and 
Evangelism Team are 
studying the book Un-
binding Your Heart to-
gether this summer, 
learning new ways of 
thinking about the Gos-
pel that can open not 
only our hearts, but 

those of our friends and 
neighbors, the doors and 
pews of our church, and  
the possibilities for 
God’s love to transform 
our church, community 
and world!  If you have 
already studied this 
book, you know what I 
mean!  We will be look-
ing for study group lead-
ers in September to train 
in October, so that we 
can lead most of our 
church through this 
study in January.  To-
gether, we will stretch 
our hearts and souls to 
discern ways we can 
more effectively share 
the story and love of 
Christ in our world to-
day.  I look forward to 
this adventure with you!
  

On July 27, I left with 
our Indianapolis mission 
team to “Love Out 
Loud,” helping paint and 
landscape places of min-
istry in that great city— 
to brighten homes, agen-

cies and 
churches 
where 
people 
need to 
see and 
feel Christ’s love in their 
lives, out loud!  Don’t we 
all need that?  This is 
really the Gospel theme I 
have been living this 
summer, as we have 
shared Christ’s love out 
loud...in New Orleans, at 
Vacation Bible School, 
with our Jirani kids, in 
our Unbinding Your Heart 
study, at our funerals, 
weddings and baptisms.  
We are called, equipped, 
and sent to “love out 
loud,” each and every 
day of our lives—and 
God blesses us as we do 
this, loving us out loud 
through those we have 
touched, right back.  
Thanks be to Christ, we 
are loved, for always! 
 

 

Linking Up to Grace         by Pastor Lisa Telomen 

 

August 9   5:30pm: Lisa Telomen-Acts 8-Phillip’s Missions 
August 10 8:15am (Lisa) 
   9:30, 11:00am: Rev. Fernando Siaba of Humboldt 
   Park UMC-Acts 8: 4-25          
The Disciple Phillip journeys to Samaria to share the Gospel, and 
many Samaritans believe; even an Ethiopian to whom Phillip is sent 
comes to believe and asks to be baptized.  Those who have been 
excluded now become part of God’s family.  Testimonies* from 
Mike Doll, Thatch Irwin and others. 
 

August 16 5:30pm: Lisa Telomen-Acts 9-Saul’s Conversion 
August 17 8:15am (Lisa) 
   9:30, 11:00am: Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
Saul, the greatest persecutor of Christians, is blinded, then called by 
Christ to believe Jesus’ Good News and share it with others.  God’s 
transformation of Saul’s heart and life and his message amaze the 
disciples and all who hear.  Testimonies TBA.  
             

August 23 5:30pm: Bill Bryan-Acts 17 
August 24 8:15, 9:30am: Lisa Telomen-Acts 16-Paul in Philippi  
          11:00am (Bill)  

Paul and Silas preach the Good News of Christ in Philippi and Ath-
ens, challenging the economics and religions of many in these 
towns, yet still drawing many to Christ by demonstrating God’s 
amazing love in the midst of difficulties.  Testimonies from John 
Bodine and others. 
 

August 30 5:30pm: Lisa Telomen-Acts 28-Paul in Rome 
August 31 8:15, 9:30am: Carol Madalin-Acts 20-Paul’s Farewell           
   11:00am (Lisa) 
We hear Paul’s closing words to the church in Ephesus and to the 
Jewish leaders in Rome, as his ministry nears its end.  What is im-
portant to share with others about Christ and living the faith?  Testi-
monies TBA. 
 
 

*All are welcome to share a testimony any of these weeks 
at any service.  How, when, where, with whom have you 
experienced the Holy Spirit?  Read the assigned scriptures, 
and contact Pastor Lisa at 630-355-1748 or 
lisatelomen@peopleofgrace.org or to volunteer! 

August 2008 Worship Schedule 
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F ifteen 
years 

ago, on December 14, 1992, 
the GUMC Foundation was 
incorporated under the laws of 
the State of Illinois and re-
ceived its tax-exempt status.  
The purpose of the Foundation 
is “to promote and develop 
religious, charitable, and educa-
tional activities and for non-
recurring purposes not regu-
larly budgeted by the Church.”  
The first Board of Directors 
included William Abe, Herman 
Lindholm, Winnie Graver, 
David Shotts, Rita Harvard and 
E.P. Levering.  Julian Voss 
served as Treasurer.  These 
leaders guided the early Foun-
dation to provide a vehicle for 
Grace members to share their 
blessings in a manner they 
chose.  The Foundation is one 
way at Grace to actively par-
ticipate in Christian steward-
ship. 
 

Grace has been blessed over 
the years with Directors who 
have joined in this unique stew-

ardship opportunity.  
Most of the funds managed by 
the Foundation are what is 
called “Principal Re-
tained” (only the earnings are 
available for use).  However, 
many Grace members have 
given generously through the 
Foundation to enhance the 
physical church building and 
grounds, provide for educa-
tional opportunities for the 
clergy and staff, and fund spe-
cial needs of the music minis-
try, youth and children’s minis-
tries, and others.  These gifts 
have been very special blessings 
to the entire congregation.  
The Foundation started with 
funds from the 1992 Memorial 
Committee of $24,554.55, 
which have grown today into 
$588,030.  The Foundation also 
invests some of the assets of 
Church Council and the 
Board of Trustees.  In 2008, 
the Board of Directors cele-
brated these contributors by 
recognizing them at the First 
Annual Chairman’s Dinner.  
The Chairman’s Dinner gave 
the recipients of these gifts a 
chance to express their grati-

tude and thankfulness. 
 

The Grace Foundation offers 
all members important options 
in the consideration of serious 
stewardship through planned 
giving.  Educational seminars 
have been a vital part of making 
our congregation aware of the 
implications and considerations 
of planned giving, which in-
cludes gifts, annuities, bequests, 
endowments, life insurance, 
and memorials.  The members 
of the Board are always avail-
able to discuss these planned 
giving opportunities with mem-
bers of the congregation.  The 
Board is excited about spread-
ing our love of Christ with oth-
ers, encouraging unique giving 
and looking for ways to foster 
awareness of Christian stew-
ardship.  All members of Grace 
Church are encouraged to par-

ticipate in the Foundation with 
ideas, prayers and gifts.  Please 
talk with any of the following 
current Foundation Board 
members, and see how you can 
help spread our Christian love 
to others:  Ginny Lacy (630-
420-7440), Bob Long (630-961-
0258), David Krumwiede (630-
717-6192), John McGoogan 
(630-420-1312), Douglas Bone-
brake (630-428-0428), Scott 
Oats (630-355-4716), Ali 
Hashimi (630-369-9338), and 
Julie Hynes (630-692-6898).   
      

We still mourn the loss of 
Curly Noerenberg, who served 
on the Foundation Board as a 
Director and Chair of the  
Scholarship Committee.  His 
enthusiasm and wisdom will be 
greatly missed. 
 
 

  THE GRACE CHURCH FOUNDATION   by Ginny Lacy 

August 2008 

G race Church’s first encounter with 
the Jirani Children’s Choir was at 

our 11:00 worship service July 20, when 
29 teens from the Korogocho slum of 
Nairobi, Kenya, treated us to a sampling 
of the glorious singing that was to come 
later that day.  At our All Church Picnic 
that afternoon, the Jirani children met 
their host families and mingled joyfully 
with picnic-goers.  Then, at their 4:00 con-
cert, they brought our packed sanctuary 
to its feet with the power of their pure, 
resonant sound.  Dabbing at their eyes, 
audience members could barely contain 
their emotions. 
 

Three days later, it was the children who 
were weeping, reluctantly bidding farewell 
to the 13 Grace families who welcomed 
them into their homes and hearts.  “Think 
of me when you sing Flying Free,” I said to 

13-year-old Lucy, one of two 
Jirani girls who stayed in my 
home, as she boarded the bus 
headed for the group’s next stop 
on their Northern Illinois tour.  
“If I do, I’ll cry,” she said, bursting 
into tears.  All over Grace’s up-
per parking lot July 23, Jirani chil-
dren clung tightly to their host 
“mothers and fathers.”  And 
when their bus chugged out of 
sight, the bright summer day 
seemed suddenly a little less 
sunny. 
 

“We shared so many hugs,” said Christine 
Ryan, whose husband Tom and daughters 
Chelsea and Chloe hosted Jirani singers 
Catherine and Teresia.  “They gave us so 
much in the little time they spent with us.”  
Like my “daughters” Lucy and Mercy, 

Catherine and Teresia were determined 
to learn to ride a bicycle.  Other Jirani 
children wanted to learn how to pump 
their legs on a swing, play guitar, and some 
even wanted to sample American food—

Jirani Children Sing Their Way Into Homes and Hearts    By Barb Ceruti 

Jirani children enjoy a day at Centennial Beach July 22. 

(continued on page 4) 

Jeffrey Helberg Receives  
Grace Church Foundation Scholarship 

The Grace Foundation is pleased to announce that our $1,000 
scholarship for North Central College students has been 
awarded to Jeffrey C. Helberg this year.  Jeffrey’s $1,000 scholar-
ship has been matched twice, by both the United Methodist 
Higher Education Foundation and North Central College.  Jef-
frey’s initial reward has grown to $3,000!  Congratulations! 
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For Everyone, A Season of Music 
From Dan Wagner, Grace Minister of Music 

 

t the end of this month, the slower pace of summer 
will begin to give way to the bustle of fall activities 
humming into gear.  Beginning the week of August 24, 

Grace’s Music Ministry will resume regular weekly rehearsals 
for all of our musical groups and choirs.  This is a time not 
only for our current music ministry members to re-charge and 
re-commit, but also for those who have not yet ventured into 
this territory to open their hearts, minds and schedules to the 
possibility of joining our music program. 
 

Throughout the Bible, we find that wherever worship is hap-
pening there is music!  That music starts with the song that is 
on the heart of every believer, but it joins in a greater chorus 
when God’s people gather.  In the scriptures, when we see 
God’s people gather to worship, there are often leaders who 
are called by God to lead the music.  I would challenge every-
one in the congregation who has some ability in music to con-
sider whether music ministry might be at least one of the ways 
you could offer your life back to God. 
 

One of the reasons music is a special calling is that it requires 
preparation and some ability.  Most people have at least some 
ability!  But the preparation part means time—precious time 
that could be used somewhere else, but because you want to 
lead others to experience God’s glory through music, you 
make it a significant part of your life. 
 

Indeed, music ministry requires something of us, but it also 
gives back in amazing ways!  As you prepare to serve others, 
you are encouraged and built up yourself.  And you get to 
serve with some really great people and make friends and con-
nections at church that would be harder to find “from the 
pew.”  Doing music at Grace will energize you, even when it’s 
hard to commit to getting to rehearsals or services.  So, if you 
have a heart for worship, beauty and the legacy of great sacred 
music and the future that music represents, please join us!  
Please make sure your children and grandchildren are part of 
our children’s and youth music, too!  I believe that every child 
should feel comfortable and confident in worship at Grace.  
Music ministry is one of the best ways to help bridge the gap 
for our kids into the whole life of the church!   
 

Inserted in this newsletter is a brochure detailing all of the 
many music programs available to children, teens and adults at 
Grace Church.  Please take a moment to look through it and 
prayerfully consider where in our ministry of music you might 
offer your time, talents and musical spirit.  Please feel free to 
contact me with any questions you may have, or for further 
information.  I can be reached at 630-355-1748, ext. 232, or  
danwagner@peopleofgrace.org.   

August 2008 

Jirani Choir continued from page 3… 
though not many!  Indeed, for most of the host families, 
figuring out what the children would eat was a chal-
lenge.  But, some of the Jirani children cooked native 
foods for their families.  “When one of my girls chose 
collards to fix for dinner, I thought ’Oh, no!,’ but they 
were excellent!” said Angela McCurdy, whose husband 
and two sons hosted four Jirani girls.   
 

The learning experiences were mutual.  The children’s 
joy in the little things opened the eyes of American 
adults and youth alike.  “They were so grateful for 
things that I forgot I even had,” noted my 17-year-old 
son, who, like other host family members, offered the 
children clothing, toys and other items.  Said Annette 
Swanson, whose family hosted three of the four Jirani 
boys, “I had fears of somebody getting hurt or sick 
while in my care, but their smiles and laughter at simple 
pleasures put my fear to rest.”   
 

On August 5, the children returned to their native 
Kenya.  For those of us who had the pleasure of getting 
to know them, however briefly, we will always wonder 
what life has in store for them.  “I pray that their song 
of hope will become your song and be sung throughout 
the world,” said Tae Jong Rim, president and founder of 
the Jirani Choir.  For us at Grace, it surely will.  
 

For information on becoming a Jirani Children’s Choir spon-
sor, visit www.jirani.net and click on “Sponsorship.” 

 Beach Party!Beach Party!  
  

Vacation Bible School 

Makes a Splash! 

Beach Be-Attitude! 

Many 
thanks to 
all of our  
teachers, 
leaders, 

teens 
and kids 

for  
another 

great 
week of   

VBS!  Surfin’ the Word! 

Grace Concert Series! 
Right here at Grace, a subscription series  

offering the gift of music from celebrated,  
well-known performing artists! 

 

Coming soon!  Watch for further details! 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathies to the Friends & Families of… 
John Lindsay, father of Chris Lindsay 
Bart Mahoney, great-uncle of Jessica Staponkus 

Vera Million, sister of Juanita Burney 

Lucille Mitchell, step-mother of Avonna Lee Landwehr 

Jim Nasti, husband of Peggy Nasti 

Ray “Curly” Noerenberg, husband of Darlene Noerenberg 

Jessica Nudelstejer, friend of Beth Stuart Gavrilovich 

Eric Plummer, son of Bob and Donna Plummer 

Diana Smith, sister-in-law of Margaret Blake 

Evelyn Stone, sister of Bob Lehman 
 

Baptisms 
Jack Joseph and Ryan Edward, sons of Edward and Melissa 
Krzyzanowski, were baptized July 13 

Zachary Kenneth, son of Donald and Traci Nelson, was bap-
tized July 13 

Celebrations 
Hudson Paul Cook, grandson of Roy and Alice Mann, was 
born June 19 

Sophia Marguerite, daughter of Laura and Jon Huber and 
granddaughter of Nancy Huber, was born July 13 

Joseph Michael, son of Lauren and Michael Acquaviva and 
grandson of Polly and Steve Correll, was born July 15 

 

Letters of Thanks 
Dear Grace Family, 
 

We wish to thank our family at Grace for the gifts and cards received 
upon the death of Paul’s mother, Esther Carpenter.  Your heartfelt 
condolences and prayers have been, and will always be, remembered 
and appreciated.      

    —The Carpenter Family 
 

If you have a letter or personal news you’d like to share, please e-mail 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, or call 630-355-1748, ext. 240. 

PATH Seeks Mentors, Committee Members 

By Joan Stokely 
PATH is the acronym for People Assisting with Transitional 
Housing.  Six years ago, when Grace Church decided to part-
ner with Bridge Communities in Glen Ellyn to sponsor a 
homeless family, a committee was formed consisting of two 
or three mentors, plus a team of others to support the men-
tors.  Bridge Communities is the largest transitional housing 
program in DuPage County. The core of its model depends 
on partnering with local faith and community groups that 
sponsor families in housing and provide mentors to work 
directly with each family model and foster change.    
 

We are so thankful and appreciative for both Linda Bodine 
and Kathryn Hoffman, who have been our mentors since the 
beginning, as well as past mentors Bill Langham, Jamey Martin 
and Jack Payne.  They have added a new meaning to PATH by 
being:   Patient, Able, Tenacious, Hopeful.   We are grateful for 
their faithful service, love, and dedication.  Both Linda and 
Kathryn have decided to "retire" from being mentors, but are 
willing to continue to stay on the committee to offer their 
knowledge and any help.  Big thanks to Linda and Kathryn! 
 

In order for PATH to continue its work in this ministry, we 
need two or three new mentors and committee members. If 
you are willing to join us, you would receive mentor training 
from Bridge and constant support from both Bridge and the 
PATH team.  Please contact either Joan Stokely (630-905-
2735) or Rev. Lisa Telomen (630-355-1748).  

Grace Memorial Committee Forming 
 

By Merrill Litchfield 
As a community of believers, we like to remember those 
who have been among us, especially those through whom 
God has given us some of his gifts.  “The memory of the 
righteous will be a blessing…” (Proverbs 10:7a).   
 

With this in mind, Grace is forming a “Memorial/Honor” 
Committee, to give respectful attention (on behalf of all the 
People of Grace) to the completion of gifts given in honor or 
memory of someone.  Through the Grace Church Founda-
tion, we already have excellent stewardship of our financial 
gifts in memory of others.  We expect to work in close co-
operation with the Foundation, as our interests may be re-
lated, though not in competition with one another.   
 

As of now, the membership of our committee is small; we 
hope to add perhaps two more members as our mission 
takes shape.  As we explore the possibilities for memorials, 
we will need input from all areas of Grace Church ministry: 
either equipment or activities which a memorial gift may be 
helpful in providing or supporting.  Let us know your “wish 
lists,” including approximate costs, so that we may be able to 
help the families of honorees match a project with their re-
sources.   
 

We ask for your prayerful support of this renewed effort 
within our fellowship.  Please contact Merrill Litchfield at 
630-355-5239 if you would like to be part of this memorial 
initiative, or for further information.  

Grateful Thanks To…Grateful Thanks To…  
• The Youth Adult Council/Summer Mission Side-by-Side 

Planning Team of Ruth, Jenn and Ron Wills, Sherry 
Schmidt, Josh and Christine Freeman, Steve and Polly Cor-
rell, Terry Schuster, Lynn Leitzen, Ericka Wagner, Gaye 
Lynn and Rick Loufek 

• The John Stuart family for travel breakfasts for Side-by-
Side participants 

• The Prayer Shawl Ministry for the mini-shawls for each 
Side-by-Side participant and the large shawls for each New 
Orleans homeowner 

• Starbucks on 75th for the donation of coffee for Side-by-
Side drivers  

• Sam’s Club Rte. 59 for the donation of water for SxSide 
• Jim Freier for notarizing Side-by-Side paperwork 
• “Travel guide” Mike Ceruti; Barb Ceruti for t-shirt design 
• The following Jirani Children’s Choir host families:  Atkins, 

Ceruti, Ferguson, Margaret Harrison, Koepnick, McCoy, 
McCurdy, McGoogan, Pauline-O’Brien, Ryan, Swanson, 
Telomen, Travelstead, Tschirhart-Green  


