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In Spring and In Easter, All Things are Made New   
 

By Rev. Eric Blachford 

A “Cin”gular Success! 

Grace United Methodist Wom-
en’s “Cin” (cinnamon roll) Sun-
day on February 27th collected 
over $1,000 in donations to the 
benefit of Grace Youth Summer 
Missions! And all the rolls were 
sold! Thank you to everyone who 
helped plan and run this event 
and, especially, to those who  
donated so generously.  

Photo: From left, Linda Bodine, Merrilyn 

Schultz, Eunice Lasky, Sue Lippencott, Mar-

garet Blake, and Janet Hilsenbeck.  

E ven though it’s a bit cool and rainy 
as I write this letter, we’ve already 

had brief glimpses of spring. Those 
glimpses remind us that no matter 

how long winter lingers on, spring will 
arrive. What are you most excited about 

when spring arrives? Is it the warmer weather that gets 
us out of our homes after a long winter? Is your day 
brightened by the return of birds and their singing in 
the morning? Do you enjoy the sight of the snow melt-
ing to reveal flowers and gardens blooming? 
 

It may be cliché, but each of these things puts an extra 
“spring in my step,” and it seems like I’m not the only 
one. Most people I run into seem just plain happier 
now that they’ve been freed from the oppression and 
depression of winter. Even though we’ve had this expe-
rience of spring’s eventual victory over winter before, 
the joy and happiness and hope brought about by this 
victory never seems to disappear. The anticipation of it 
never ruins the reality of how much better I feel when 
spring finally arrives.  

Friends, this is also true of Easter for me. I hope it is 
true for you as well. In just a few short days, we will be 
celebrating Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter once 
again. Even though we’ve heard the story of Christ’s 
victory over sin and death a million times, the joy, hap-
piness and hope of the resurrection on Easter Sunday 
never seems to fade. The oppression and depression 
that so often threaten us in all that is taking place in 
our world are shown to be what they truly are because 
of Easter: temporary. God shows us in Christ’s victory 
that the worst thing is never the last thing. New life 
springs forth from death. Hope from despair. Our sin is 
forgiven. Our future is secure. Our calling is to be prac-
titioners and proclaimers of resurrection in the midst 
of all things.  
 

When we believe and live into the truth of the Easter 
story, the world we live in changes as dramatically as it 
does in changing from winter into spring. It has the 
power not just to lift our spirits, but resurrect our 
souls. So may we be Easter people, friends. I very much 
look forward to celebrating my first Holy Week and 
Easter with you soon! 

         Grace Gardeners Wanted - Green Thumb Not Required! 
 

Grace Gardeners would gratefully welcome more helpers, as we have garden beds waiting to be 
“adopted.” You don’t have to be an expert gardener, and support from other gardeners will be 
provided to novices. Typically, landscape areas are assigned according to volunteers’ abilities, and volunteers 
schedule work at their own convenience. To volunteer or for more information, contact Betty Long at  
b-long6120@sbcglobal.net. Please help support our mission to keep Grace Church property inviting! 
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JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK AT GRACE 

Order Your Easter Flowers! 
We invite you to order Easter flower bouquets in honor, memory or celebration of loved ones.  

Flowers will beautify the sanctuary, and names will be published on Easter Sunday. Order deadline 

is Sunday, April 10. You may place your orders at the Grace front desk or online here.  

Flowers may be picked up after the 10:30 Easter service or on April 18/19, 9am-2pm.  

https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/319/responses/new
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Purdue Bells Concert Thrills Filled Sanctuary 

By Barb Ceruti 

T 
he sight of our Grace sanctu-
ary filled with eager concert-
goers on March 17 brought 

tears to my eyes. Not only because 
the pandemic seems to be easing 
enough to allow robust in-person 
gatherings again, but because the 
Purdue Bells handbell choir that 
awed us with their talent on St. Pat-
rick’s Day was the first live concert 
Grace has been able to host in more 
than two years. 

Lovingly directed by Rhonda Black-
lock and featuring one of Grace’s 
young ringers from childhood, 
Mark Froelich, the 24-member col-
legiate choir played 11 pieces with 
an impressive five-octave set of 
American- and British-made hand-
bells.  

Perhaps the inanimate “star” of the 
show was a set of antique Shaker 
chimes (one of only three known to 
exist in the world) on which three 
ringers played the universally ap-
pealing “The Rainbow Connection.” 
The choir – none of whom has a 
formal music degree because Pur-
due University doesn’t offer one – 
also displayed their specialties in 
four-in-hand and off the table 
(OTT) ringing.  

Before the final set was performed, 
Ms. Blacklock opened the floor to 
questions from the audience.  

People in-
quired 
about such 
things as 
the materi-
al of the 
bells, the 
choir’s 
practice 
schedule 
and the val-
ue of the 
bells.  

Ms. Black-
lock pre-
sented 

Grace Music Coordinator Lynn Leit-
zen with a framed and autographed 

photo of the choir in front of Pur-
due’s Bailey Hall, where they re-
hearse. Grace Chancel Choir Direc-
tor Dr. Peter Jarjisian closed the 
evening with remarks about one of 
the concert selections called 
“Gratitude.” Prompting the ringers 
to thank aloud someone who has 
inspired them on their musical jour-
neys, they all replied 
“Rhonda” (their director) in unison. 

Grateful thanks to all who helped 
bring this truly wonderful concert 
to life at Grace!  

To experience the Purdue Bells 
concert again or for the first 
time, click here.  

In the first live concert at Grace in over two years, collegiate members of 
Purdue Bells performed March 17 before a packed sanctuary. 

Mark Froelich (front 
row, left) learned to 
play bells as a young-
ster at Grace.  

Our April food pantry collection will benefit the  
Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry at 834 N. Highland  
Avenue in Aurora.  This small pantry was founded in 
1957 by Marie Wilkinson, who was concerned about 
food insecurity and poverty in her area. She started 
giving out bags of food from her house and recruited 
others to help.  Eventually their neighborhood efforts 
turned into a soup kitchen and food pantry for Aurora 
and the surrounding area.  In lieu of donating bags of 
groceries, please donate to Grace’s Love Loaf here, or 
visit their website at mariewilkinsonfoodpantry.org to 
donate directly to them. Thank you! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nofjXdNEFf8
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
http://mariewilkinsonfoodpantry.org/
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Now Is the Perfect Time to Join Grace Community Builders 

Volunteers are currently calling church members with 
an invitation to join Grace Community Builders (GCB), 
a social initiative to help our Grace family get to know 
one another on a more personal, meaningful level.  
 

Building community is especially important after the 
isolation we all experienced during the pandemic.  
A number of lasting friendships have been made 
through GCB; in fact, since its inception three and a 
half years ago, 80 groups have been formed with a total 
of 168 participants.  
 

“It’s been such a pleasure to join Grace Community 
Builders,” said Kathryn Hoffman. “I have met people I 
already knew but rediscovered, and more importantly, 
I have met people I never crossed paths with or that I 
only knew as a name on a roster.” She adds, “It’s easy 
and convenient to get together, as the dates and times 
are mutually set between members.”  
 

Here’s how GCB works:  
 

Each group is comprised of six people who spend ap-
proximately on hour per week at the time and location 
of their choice with a different participant in his/her 
group for a period of five weeks. A pairing sheet with 
contact information is provided with information 
about who is meeting with whom.  
 

At the end of the five weeks, all members of the group 
and their significant others, if applicable, meet for a 
potluck or agreed upon get-together. Both singles and 
couples are more than welcome! 
 

While GCB callers are busy reaching out to potential 
new participants, there’s no need to wait for a call.  
If you’re interested in joining a group or learning more 
about GCB, contact Bill Fronk at 913-961-2903.  
 

Groups will begin meeting again the week of June 12, 
2022. Let’s start building community together, one  
person at a time! 
 
 

Grace Daughter Shares Peace 
Corps Experience in Ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In a well-attended Questors class in person and on 
Zoom March 20, Kristen Hartman (daughter of Larry 
and Barbara Hartman) shared heartfelt and sometimes 
heart-wrenching stories of the two years she spent in 
Ukraine with the Peace Corps. Watch a recording of 
her insightful presentation on our YouTube channel 
here. If you would like to donate to Ukraine relief 
efforts through UMCOR, click here.  

Blood Donations Needed Now 
More Than Ever 
Blood donations reached a perilous low during the 
height of the Omicron variant of Covid-19, and they 
have yet to return to typical giving levels. Blood, the 
literal gift of life, is needed now more than ever. You 
can donate conveniently at Grace on Monday, April 4, 
in Fellowship Hall between 2:30 and 6:30pm. To regis-
ter, visit peopleofgrace.org/blood-drive, or scan the QR 
code on the graphic below. Because of donors like you, 
hope springs eternal!  

https://youtu.be/TnGIEtGlvUI
https://umcmission.org/umcor/ukraine/
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/versiti-blood-drive-2022-04-04
https://www.versiti.org/ways-to-give/our-communities/illinois
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnGIEtGlvUI&t=7s
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Dear Jesus, Thank you for the Lenten  
season that reminds us of the sacrifice you 
made for us. We thank you for saving us 
from our sins as we celebrate Easter! Amen. 

It’s Back, One More Time! Virtual Hamball Luncheon 2022 

The pandemic that has imposed so 
many restrictions upon our lives 
these past few years is finally light-
ening up a bit. However, to be on 
the safest side possible, Grace Unit-
ed Methodist Women will once 
again host a Virtual Hamball 
Luncheon instead of the traditional 
luncheon we hope and pray will re-
turn next year.   

The annual Hamball Luncheon is 
one of our ways to raise money for 
missions locally, nationally and 
globally, more important now than 
ever.  

How can you help? Throughout the 
entire month of April, we are asking 
everyone who would have made 
salads or pies and/or purchased 
tickets at $12 each to donate the 
money they would have spent by 

clicking here and 
choosing “Hamball 
Luncheon” on the 
dropdown menu.  
Or, you may send a 
check payable to 
Grace United Meth-
odist Women, Attn: 
Grace UMW, 300 
East Garner Road, 
Naperville, IL 60540. 

By way of fellowship again this year, 
we will be meeting on Zoom at 
noon on Friday, April 22. Join us in 
good conversation and fellowship 
during your lunch hour.  

If you would like more information 
on UMW mission giving, click here 
to see where the money was used 
last year. If you are interested in 
becoming a member of UMW,  

contact Merrilyn Schultz 
(rgs115@sbcglobal.net). We hope 
you will join us! 

Help us to continue to support our 
missions that serve children, youth 
and women in need around the 
world. We can make a difference! 

On Saturday, April 16, 10:00-11:00 a.m., all children from 
Grace and the community ages 1-8 years are invited to 
attend an Easter Egg Hunt on the lower Grace field, 
sponsored by the Youth Summer Missions team to bene-
fit Side x Side and Ukraine (through UMCOR). There 
will also be sporting equipment and outdoor game items 
for purchase, silent auction baskets, gift basket draw-
ings, and a golden egg drawing (valid for a full tuition to 
Side x Side!). Ticketed activities will be $5.00/each or 5 
for $20.00 for the baskets and $10.00/each or 3 for $25.00 
for the golden egg. The egg hunt will feature staggered 

start times for varied age brackets. Bring your basket, your best "hunting" shoes and your best smile. There 
might be a special visitor! In case of inclement weather, visit peopleofgrace.org the day of the hunt. Donations 
of individually wrapped small candy and trinkets (temporary tattoos, mini bubbles, slinky toys, etc.) are needed 
to fill the eggs. Donations may be dropped in the baskets in the Gathering Space marked "Easter Egg Hunt" and 
will be accepted through April 10. Contact gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org with any questions.   

https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84855379283?pwd=VU9RdjFzcmZJaVdFM0hxSnI4L2N5QT09
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women-missions
mailto:rgs115@sbcglobal.net
http://peopleofgrace.org/
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org


7  

On Sunday, May 1, 9:00am-12:00pm 
outside the Activity Center, Grace 
United Methodist Women will 
sponsor a fundraiser for Compan-
ions Journeying Together, Inc. to 
the benefit of the children and 
grandchildren of incarcerated  
parents.   

Jana Minor, the founder of Compan-
ions Journeying Together, was a re-
cent speaker at the March UMW 
meeting. She spoke about the non-
profit organization which provides a 
forum to personally impact the 
emotional, spiritual and social lives 
of the incarcerated and their fami-
lies. This is an organization that  
UMW has supported as a local mis-
sion for many years.  

This year, UMW has chosen to also 
help by sponsoring a fund raiser for 
the Aunt Mary’s Storybook Project. 
Jana launched this project in 
memory of her aunt, which today 

serves parents and their children in 
several county jails and state pris-
ons. They record imprisoned 
parents or grandparents read-
ing books to their children 
and send the recording and 
book to the child. 

Here is how the people of 
Grace can help! On Sunday,  
May 1, a variety of books will be on  
display outside the Activity Center. 
These books will be for ages new-
born through high school. The 
books will also reflect the diversity 
of the children served by Compan-
ions Journeying Together and the 
topics they enjoy.  

Worshippers on May 1 will be invit-
ed to choose one or more of the 
books. They will then donate the 
cost of the book, plus a few extra 
dollars to cover delivery costs. Mon-
ies raised will be used to cover all 
costs of the project. 

 

 

 

Join us in supporting this organiza-
tion that reaches out to incarcerated 
people in Illinois and helps them 
build and maintain healthy relation-
ships with their loved ones! 

 

Help Support Aunt Mary’s Storybook Fundraiser May 1 

 

Dirty Trash Bins? 
Do your trash bins smell like garbage day pickup? 

Grace Youth Summer Missions is coming to the rescue! 

For the month of April, Grace Youth Ministry has part-

nered with Eco Trash Bin Clean to provide a way for 

you to have clean and fresh-smelling garbage cans and for Youth Summer Missions to raise money 

for our 2022 trips! 

For each appointment scheduled, Eco Clean will donate $5 to Grace Youth Ministry. Please text or 

call 630-352-8022 to set up an appointment and to learn pricing for your area. In your text or call, 

be sure to mention your name, complete address and our code word “GRACE” to give fundraising 

credit to Youth.  

And don’t forget to tell your friends and post to your social media. To really make this work, we 

need your help getting the word out - Eco will get the dirt out, we get the word out! 

For further information, contact gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.  

https://cjtinc.org/
https://cjtinc.org/
https://www.ecotrashbinclean.com/
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
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Grace United Methodist Church 

300 E. Gartner Road 

Naperville, IL  60540 


