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Staying Calm

Staying Calm, Staying Connected, 
Staying the Course One Small 
Moment at a Time.

Today I saw the sun for a few minutes! 
I never thought such a small event on a 
spring day would impact my mood in 
such a powerful way. But it seems the 
slightest of changes looms large when 
our senses are tuned to what’s around 
us; "microevents" they are called by 
sociologists. 

As this April Edition of Grace Notes 
finds you, we are still (still!) under an 
order to stay at home. And it looks like 
the order will be in place for the next 
30 days.  That means many different 
things to many different people. Most 
of us are maintaining our good humor 
and looking for ways to help others. 
But even for those who claim a calm, 
connected course, the stress of the 
current pandemic is there. It resides 
underneath and leaks out in unexpected ways. I rarely cry, but I found myself in tears the other day over a sweet 
note of encouragement from one of you. Another microevent in the course of a day.

We are all a bit on edge as we face this attack on life as we know it. I especially pray for families at home with 
their children, working and teaching all at the same time. May each smile and hug and new bit of learning be a 
microevent that builds to a day of joy and encouragement. 

And now, Easter is upon us! And we cannot fail to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior! Easter is 
our recognition of God redeeming us in Jesus Christ. Our broken world is healed and our broken lives are made 
whole. That is the promise and the reality of Easter. There is no better time to take that in than now. We usually 
celebrate Easter as the major event of our Christian faith, and truly it is! But this year, we also take solace in each 
of the small ways we are reminded of the new life we are given. Perhaps in the midst of this global event, this is 
how God is working. May every day provide you with microevents that point to the hope of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:23–25 

By Rev. Cindy Marino

Over 50 Fellowship

Join us on Thursday, May 14, at noon in Fellowship 
Hall to take a journey to Calgary, The Canadian 
Rockies and Glacier National Park with Carol and 
Jim Nelson. Hiking boots optional! 

Our itinerary includes a day at the Calgary 
Stampede followed by a Tauck Tour to several 
famous scenic parks in the Canadian Rockies and 
the U.S.

The pre-tour Calgary Stampede features a rodeo 
and the chaotic, exciting chuck-wagon races.  On 
the tour, see Buffalo Jump Park, ride the vintage 
red “Jammer” bus at Glacier National Park, see 
the sunset at Lake Louise, visit Jasper and Banff 
national parks and more.  Take a (rainy) Ice 
Explorer ride on the Athabasca Glacier and a cruise 
on beautiful Moraine Lake.  Unplanned items 
include smoky skies from forest fires and figuring 
out the complex plumbing at rustic McDonald national park.

Sign up at the Connection Desk in the Gathering Space by Monday, May 11 at noon. The lunch is $10 cash, payable at 
the door. Contact Martha Sanders (bmarzink@sbcglobal.net) for more information.

Maligne Lake, Jasper National Park, Alberta, Canada 
Photo Credit to Jim Nelson



Children’s Library Book Review What is Evensong?
Evensong is a worship service, not a concert.

Evensong, also known as evening prayer, is remarkable both for the centuries-old liturgical tradition it represents and for 
the atmosphere of contemplative devotion that enables it to remain deeply meaningful for worshipers today.
 
The service traces its origins to the daily cycle of services of the medieval church. Evensong has been said or sung 
regularly in its current form since the sixteenth century. All the words have been shaped and refined by long use and by 
renewed attempts to express the mysteries of God.
 
For some people it is music, not words, that carries them into the presence of God; and for others it is silence. Most of 
us need all three - words, music, and silence - to lead us into the spirit of worship. So this service provides a liturgical, 
architectural and musical space into which one may gather the preoccupations and anxieties of life, and hold them 
together with a recollection of God’s presence and work in and among us.
 
Many find that through participation by silent attention—while ministers and choir speak and sing biblical texts—they 
make the words and music their own. Once you have quietly released those preoccupations which may be cluttering your 
mind, you are free to go on to offer to God all that you are. It is then that this service is experienced for what it is - an act 
of worship, in the Spirit, expressing our thanksgiving and hopes to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 
What to expect at Evensong?

• The service will usually be preceded by a thirty-minute musical program. This will vary but often features our guest 
organists, with occasional significant sacred works for choir and/or soloists.

• Sung Evensong is usually only about forty-five minutes long.
• Prayers, the Psalm and the Creed will be sung or chanted by the Evensong Singers, and at times, the congregation.
• By tradition, Evensong always includes a setting of the Magnificat (Mary’s song) and Nunc Dimittis (Simeon’s song). 

These biblical songs (or canticles) provide a reliable anchor for the service.
• There are usually at least two hymns in which the congregation is invited to participate.
• Very little of the service is spoken. Usually, Scripture is read and there are a few spoken prayers.
• There is no traditional sermon—the service is entirely based on scripture, and the worshiper is given space in which 

to contemplate as the Spirit leads.
• Care is taken to create a beautiful visual environment with candles and chancel preparation.
• There is usually a lovely reception following the service, and everyone is welcome.

Who should attend Evensong?

• Everyone and anyone who desires a short service that is strikingly different from daily life.
• Pre-teens through the elderly - anyone who longs for a contemplative encounter with God.
• Evensong has been extremely well-received by college-age people when they have the chance to discover it.
• The devout Christian, the questioning, the skeptic… there is room for you to ponder at your own pace.
• Members of any church, or any faith - anyone who wants to be part of this kind of worship environment.
• The evensong service is highly structured and liturgical, but this by no means suggests that one has to dress any 

particular way or meet any superficial criteria. Dress as you feel comfortable. Come as you are. Bring whomever 
you wish. It is the service that is formal and dignified. We join together humbly as God’s children, each equal in 
God’s sight.  If you come in jeans or shorts because that’s what you are comfortable wearing, we’ll think we’ve done 
something right.

Who are the Evensong Singers?

The Evensong Singers is a fine group of experienced and dedicated choral musicians, mostly members of the Grace United 
Methodist Church Chancel Choir, occasionally joined by singers from the broader community. While many of the Singers 
have sung professionally, almost all serve in this capacity as volunteers. They serve out of love for this extraordinary 
form of worship and a desire to serve their church and community. In doing so, they experience a sense of purpose and 
community that is developed through preparing the finest in choral music and worship together.

We hope you'll stop in. Evensong might be just what you need. More details to come on the next Evensong at Grace. 

Grace Hunger Committee Food 
Pantry Collections 

“We equip the people of God to feed the hungry…” has 
been part of the Hunger Committee’s mission statement 
for many years.   In the 1980s Grace joined with 
Community and Wesley United Methodist Churches 
to collect and distribute food to three food pantries: 
Common Pantry at 3744 North Damen Avenue in 
Chicago, Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry, now at 1110 
Jericho Road in Aurora, and Loaves and Fishes, now 
located at 1871 High Grove Lane in Naperville.  In the 
1990s, each church decided to individually support 
different pantries, but Grace continued to support the 
same three pantries ever since, on a rotating monthly 
basis.  

Grocery bags, donated by Trader Joe’s, are distributed 
at the end of each month with a list of critically needed 
food items.  Members are encouraged to fill the bag 
and return it to the Food Collection bin inside the 
Narthex entryway on the first Sunday of the month.  
Monetary donations to the Love Loaf, located by the 
Welcome Desk, or through offering envelopes are greatly 
appreciated because this allows each pantry to buy 
needed food items from the Northern Illinois Food Bank 
or the Greater Chicago Food Depository at discount 
prices. For each $1 donation, pantries can purchase $7-
$10 worth of food! On average, over the last 15 months, 
Grace members donated 450 pounds of food, or 50 bags, 
and $351 in cash donations each month.  

Thanks for your continued support and generous 
donations to these pantries. Loaves and Fishes also 
appreciates donations of empty egg cartons, which 
we will collect, but we do NOT collect plastic bags or 
Styrofoam products.  

The Donkey That No 
One Could Ride 
Written by Anthony 
DeStefano and Illustrated 
by Richard Cowdrey 

Looking for a Palm 
Sunday story that reminds 
you of God’s Grace and 
Power? The charming 
children’s book, The 
Donkey That No One 
Could Ride is a wonderful rhyming book that is a simply told 
version of the Biblical account, found in Luke 19:28-38. It is 
the story of the frail donkey that was chosen to be the one on 
which Jesus would ride into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, prior 
to his death. Through the donkey’s eyes, children learn that 
Jesus is their strength and their hope—strong where they are 
weak, ready to heal and redeem if only they believe. 

The Easter Story 
Retold and Illustrated by Carol Heyer 

The Easter Story is a beautifully illustrated children’s book 
that takes us through the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life 
starting with his birth, but focusing on Palm Sunday, the Last 
Supper, the crucifixion, and the glory of Easter morning. 
The final page of the book gives a short summary of “why 
Christians celebrate Easter” today. Both of these books would 
be great read aloud books that could stimulate great family 
discussions during the Lenten Season. 

The book The Donkey That No One Could Ride is a part of 
the Children Sunday School Collection and the book The 
Easter Story can be found in the Grace Library in room 223.

By Elaine Dugan

Confirmation 2021

Grace Church is preparing 
for our Confirmation Class of 
2021.  Confirmation packets 
will be mailed the week of 
March 16 to all families with 
current 7th and 8th grade 
students. 

Please notify Pastor Daniel 
Cochran (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org) or Gaye Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) if your child 
does not receive a packet so we can get all of the appropriate information to you. Confirmation will begin in August with 
registration required by Monday, June 1.

By Jill Ridder



Vacation Bible School 2020
Calling all Rainforest Explorers: We are 
going on a Rainforest Exploration July 13-17 
and we want you all there! The Rainforest 
is a WILD place with beautiful, WILD 
things for us to discover together! God has 
created many interesting creatures and, as 
we explore Bible stories such as Noah’s Ark, 
the Ten Commandments, The Call of the 
Disciples, Jesus Healing the Ten Lepers and 
Jesus Visiting the Disciples, we will learn how 
nature was fully appreciated and included! We 
can’t wait to watch Grace UMC transform into 
a plush Rainforest for VBS.

Are you excited??

In order to take an adventure like this, we really need some passionate and caring adults to ensure that this 
experience leaves a positive impression on every child that attends. We will need the following to make this 
the BEST exploration EVER!! If you have never been a part of VBS or if you LOVE VBS, please consider 
volunteering in one of the roles below. Many hands make light work AND result in great memories for the 
kids! Prayers are being offered up for God to inspire many hearts and hands to help make this VBS a
memorable and unforgettable, life changing experience that brings children closer to Christ!!

Adult Volunteers Needed:
1. Director to work with Children’s Director
2. Prayer Team
3. Creative Arts Leader and Team
4. Recreation Leader and Team
5. Snack Leader and Team
6. Preschool Music Leader and Team
7. Elementary Music Leader and Team
8. Apprentices and Teens
9. Small Group Team Leaders
10. Decorating Team (Fellowship Hall, Upper and Lower back hallways. This can be broken up by section)
11. Photography and Videography Team Leaders
12. Opening Assembly Leader and Team
13. Medical/Safety Support Team
14. Closing Celebration Tech Support Team

If you cannot participate for whatever reason, please consider being a part of our snack or mission donation 
team. You can sign up for all of our needs at peopleofgrace.org/vbs

Grace Family, please join me in praying for our 2020 VBS and all who will enter our doors that week. May 
we be a safe space where children can form their faith and confidently share it with others! If you have any 
questions it, please contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini at (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) or (630-355-1748, ext. 
3241).



What is the United Methodist Women Hamball Luncheon?

Alternative planned Hamball Luncheon is so many things to so many people. It’s delicious Hamballs. It’s salads 
of all kinds, including German Potato Salad! It’s pies, oh so many pies! It’s fellowship, friendship, laughter, and 
gathering of our community together to create lasting memories. It’s women and men working together, making 
hamballs, making potato salad, serving the public, and even washing the dishes. Yes, Hamball is all those things 
and more, but most importantly, it is about raising money for missions to help those locally and internationally.
 
This truly spectacular day, in its original format, is not going to be possible this year in order to keep us all safe in 
these uncertain times. This could have meant the money raised for missions would be lost.

Our wonderful ladies of United Methodist Women, however, would not accept this notion.  During this time of 
so much uncertainty, our mission-giving is more important than ever.  So, they got creative and decided to host a 
Virtual UMW Hamball Luncheon instead of the Traditional Hamball Luncheon.
 
What exactly is a Virtual Hamball Luncheon? 

It’s an amazing way to raise money for missions and keep everyone safe. This is how the Virtual Hamball Event 
will work. In the month of April, we are asking everyone who would have made salads or pies and/or purchased 
tickets at $12 each to donate the money they would have spent at peopleofgrace.org/hamball-tickets. Or you 
may send a check made out to Grace United Methodist Women, Attn: Grace UMW, 300 East Gartner Road, 
Naperville, 60540.
 
It’s a simple and easy way to make an impact both locally and internationally in the communities that United 
Methodist Women support while staying safe and following the guidelines set forth by the CDC, the United 
Methodist Church, and the government during the COVID-19 crisis.  

If you want more specifics of on UMW mission giving visit peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women-
missions  to see where the money was used last year.


