
Worship Disruption ...  
Naperville Women’s Half Marathon & 5 k on Sunday, April 22
Once again, Grace UMC finds itself in the middle of the course for the Naperville Half Marathon and 5 k Race on 
Sunday, April 22. While we believe disrupting worship for these events does not ultimately benefit our community 
or honor God, we are making accommodations as best we can.  

Below is the adjusted worship schedule for that day: 

Saturday, April 21 at 5 p.m.  Traditional worship in the Sanctuary with Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 22, at 8:15 and 9:30, SERVICES CANCELLED  
Sunday, April 22, at 11 a.m.  Blended service in the Sanctuary. 
Sunday, Aprill 22 at 4:30 p.m.  Eastertide Evensong 

For more information about the race and the route see http://napervillewomenshalf.events/
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We are excited to announce that the Thursday Morning Bible 
Study Class led by Pastor Doug Bowden will be starting a new 
curriculum in the months of April and May.

This 6 week Eastertide study will be focused on the Gospel of 
John. Each week participants will read sections of the Gospel of 
John along with a chapter from Adam Hamilton's book, John 
The Gospel of Light and Life. 

We invite you to join us starting on Thursday, April 12 at 9:30 
a.m. in Room 254, as we grow together in the Risen Christ.
Contact Pastor Doug Bowden (dbowden6@aol.com) or
(815-990-0187) for more information.

Gospel of John Study! 

The Shadow Knows ...
It’s no secret that I love my 

dogs.  Pastors are told they need 
to have ‘hobbies.’  So, I 

consider my dogs to be 
my ‘hobby.’  That gets me 
off the hook with my 
District Superintendent. 
(It also is helpful to said 
District Superintendent as 
I occasionally dog sit for 
his newly acquired ‘rescue,’ 
Shadow.) 

This morning, as I worked 
on my laptop in the family 
room, Sophie, aged 12 1/2 
was curled up beside me on 
the sofa, nicely tucked in on 
top of a velvety soft throw, comfortable 
and content.  

Earlier that morning, Shadow had 
wrestled a bit with the same throw, 
leaving part of it on the sofa and part 
draped over onto the floor. Annie, my 
little rescue, now 2 1/2, had labored 
long and hard to churn the available 

The greatest disrupter ever 
was Jesus. He pulled the 
blanket out from under those 
who had nested themselves 
into a comfortable life of exclusion. He 
spread the blanket of compassion across 
the world reaching the forgotten and 
lonely, tugging at the hearts of those 
with more than their share. 

This season of Easter, (and yes, we 
celebrate Easter season until May 20, 
the Day of Pentecost, and we continue 
celebrating Easter every Lord’s Day/
Sunday thereafter) let us allow the 
love of God in the gift of Jesus Christ, 
through the real presence of Christ in 
the Holy Spirit, to disrupt our comfort 
and expand our sphere of care. Let us 
allow the changes we experience to take 
us deeper into all God asks of us. Let 
us watch for the joy that ensues when 
we participate in the mission before us, 
however disheveled we might feel. May 
playful and loving relationships be 
yours, Happy Easter!

Pastor Cindy, Sophie, 
Annie and yes, Shadow. 

Easter Disrupter! 
corner of the throw on the floor into 
a cozy nest there next to the sofa. She 
also was comfortable and content.
Enter Shadow. Without warning, 

she grabbed the 
edge of the throw 
nearest Annie 
and pulled with 
all her muscular 
might. You can 
imagine the 
result. Annie and 
Sophie both went 
flying, their naps 
disrupted, their 
neatly nested beds 
now sprawled 
across the floor. 
They looked at 

Shadow with hair disheveled and 
faces expressing annoyance, as only 
dogs can. 

And then playtime ensued. 

We all need a disrupter in our lives. 
It’s easy to be comfortable and content 
and to miss the challenges and the 
joys.



Approximately one year ago, Grace embarked on a journey with Fox 
Valley Habitat for Humanity to build a house in Aurora.  A single Mom with two daughters had completed an application 
and had been accepted to be the recipient of a Habitat house.  Fox Valley Habitat had a vision for bringing churches 
together to build that house and thus FaithBuild 2017 was born.

Grace was on the ground floor of the project, agreeing to supply the lead volunteers on the construction team.  Led by Rick 
and Brentley Loufek, the first nails of the project were hammered on April 17, 2017.  Twenty-one other churches joined the 
project in one way or another. With everyone working together it wasn’t long before Rubi Mata and her daughters began 
seeing their new residence take shape. Several months, many volunteers, and a lot of team work produced a home ready to 
be dedicated on Saturday, December 2, 2017.

It truly does take a village to raise a roof, raise a child, and change a community.  Fox Valley Habitat had a vision for 
bringing a village together to create a new community of faith to build homes.  Thank you to all of you who have supported 
FaithBuild 2017!  

21   Churches
25   Build Days
609   Volunteers
4,258   Logged Volunteer Hours
435   T-shirts Sold
$65,751.00 Raised by Participating Churches
$27,305.00 In-Kind Donations
$75,000.00 Donated by Thrivent
ONE  Family with a place to call HOME…PRICELESS!!!!!

Opening Doors To All Abilities: Creating & Maintaining an Inclusive Church Home 
By Nicole Zaccaria 

Celebrate National Library Week ! 

When I was in graduate school, preparing for a career in speech pathology, one of my professors asked us to read and reflect 
on words written by Emily Perl Kingsley.  She was an award winning writer for the children’s show, Sesame Street, who 
found herself in a new role after the birth of her son, Jason, in 1974.  Jason, also a writer later in life, was born with Down 
Syndrome.  Mrs. Kingsley’s words have since become well known by parents and professionals working with children with 
special needs.  They were written in response to being asked what it is like to raise a child with special needs.  I’d like to share 
them with you:

Welcome to Holland

When you're going to have a baby, it's like planning a fabulous vacation trip – to Italy. You buy a bunch of guidebooks and 
make your wonderful plans. The Coliseum, the Michelangelo David, the gondolas in Venice. You may learn some handy 
phrases in Italian. It's all very exciting. 
After months of eager anticipation, the day finally arrives. You pack your bags and off you go. Several hours later, the plane 
lands. The stewardess comes in and says, "Welcome to Holland." 
"Holland?!" you say. "What do you mean, Holland?" I signed up for Italy! I'm supposed to be in Italy. All my life I've dreamed 
of going to Italy. 
But there's been a change in the flight plan. They've landed in Holland and there you must stay. 
The important thing is that they haven't taken you to some horrible, disgusting, filthy place, full of pestilence, famine and 
disease. It's just a different place. 
So you must go out and buy a new guidebook. And you must learn a whole new language. And you will meet a whole new 
group of people you would never have met. 
It's just a different place. It's slower paced than Italy, less flashy than Italy. But after you've been there for a while and you 
catch your breath, you look around, and you begin to notice that Holland has windmills, Holland has tulips, Holland even 
has Rembrandts. 
But everyone you know is busy coming and going from Italy, and they're all bragging about what a wonderful time they had 
there. And for the rest of your life you will say, "Yes, that's where I was supposed to go. That's what I had planned." 
The pain of that will never, ever, go away, because the loss of that dream is a very significant loss. 
But if you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn't get to Italy, you may never be free to enjoy the very special, the 
very lovely things about Holland.

These words were powerful to me as a student, and became even more so when I had a child diagnosed with developmental 
delays.  All of a sudden, there were so many considerations in everything our family experienced:  which grocery story was 
the least stimulating; how to have Santa deliver new presents for my son, but not so many that the change in the room would 
distress my daughter; if family would understand her needs at holiday gatherings; declining invitations to summer picnics 
if they were held after the sound of cicadas sang in the night because they routinely caused meltdowns.  There were possible 
obstacles to many of the events that my friends’ families were seamlessly delighting in.  Of course, I had the choice to let 
these obstacles loom over us or to overcome them.  I chose to embrace our life.  

Nonetheless, obstacles become a widespread reality to families in Holland.  Wouldn’t it be nice if church were one place 
that did not cause additional stress?  Grace offers that!  We invite families here and love them for exactly who they are.  Our 
Open Doors Ministry offers supports so that families can worship, attend Sunday School, sing in the choir, participate in 
Vacation Bible School, and develop friendships. Our supports hopefully eliminate the stress that occurs in so many other 
aspects of their lives.  We are grateful for the gifts that our individuals with special needs bring to us.

We welcome YOU to attend our next workshop:  Opening Doors for All Abilities – Creating and Maintaining an 
Inclusive Church Home.  Whether you are a parent of typically developing children or children with special needs, a 
Grace member already involved with Open Doors, a Grace member interested in what you can do, or a local church 
looking to develop and/or start a ministry for individuals with special needs, we will have something for you.  We 
will include information about Grace’s Open Doors Ministry, a parent testimonial, information from a local special 
education teacher, and insight from a local social worker.  

This workshop will be held in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, April 21, from 8:30 a.m. -11:45 a.m..  The cost is free, but 
advance registration is required at www.peopleofgrace.org/odm by Sunday, April 15. A continental breakfast will be 
provided.   

National Library Week* is April 
8-14 with the theme of “Libraries 
Lead." Grace Library wants you 
to celebrate with us on Sunday, 
April 8 between services in the 
Activity Center. The members 
of the Grace Library Committee 
will be providing an opportunity 
for you to preview and check out 
some of our most recent acquisitions.  If you can’t be with 
us on Sunday, April 8, then please stop by and check out the 
new acquisitions either in Room 223 or online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org./library. 
*First sponsored in 1958, National Library Week is a national 
observance sponsored by the American Library Association 
(ALA) and libraries across the country each April. It is a time to 
celebrate the contributions of our nation's libraries and librarians 
and to promote library use and support. All types of libraries - 
church, school, public, academic and special - participate.

Would you like to know about 
someone unforgettable?  Then, 
join us as Bettye Wehrli tells us 
the story of Les Schrader.  Les 
was the youngest of ten children 
born on a farm in the spot called 
Barbers Corner.  The sign is still 
there near the intersection of 
Weber and Boughton Roads.  A self-taught artist and 
dedicated historian, the paintings of Les Schrader tell the 
history of early Naperville.  Bettye calls him Naperville's 
Mark Twain.  Let’s see if we agree with her on Thursday, 
May 10 in Fellowship Hall with lunch at Noon followed 
by the program at 1 p.m. 

Sign-up will be in the Church Office until Monday, May 
7, at Noon. $10 cash, payable at the door. All are welcome!

Over 50 Fellowship! 

FaithBuild 2017 

 Rubi Mata and her daughters with Rick and Gaye Lynn Loufek

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

FaithBuild 2018! 

Want To Get Involved? 

Stay Tuned for More Details 
in Grace in Mission and 

on www.peopleofgrace.org!  



Upcoming Events at Grace 

Holy Smokes 
Coming SOON!  Youth Summer Missions fundraiser, Holy Smokes Drive-
thru Bar-B-Q returns on Sunday, May 6, from 11 a.m. -1 p.m. in the lower 
parking lot.

Holy Smokes meals are prepared here at Grace (the meat is cooked that 
morning on a grill by 5-Bs catering) and the sides are freshly packaged that 
morning as well. It doesn’t get any better…or fresher!

Tickets are now available from any Youth Summer Missions (Side x Side or 
Hope @ Home) participant or may be purchased in the Activity Center on Sundays beginning March 18.  Cost of meals are: 
One meat: $10 (either pork chop or chicken); Two meat: $12 (two pork chops, two pieces of chicken, or a combo of one of 
each type meat); Hot Dog: $5. Cash and checks are accepted. Pre-ordered meals are preferred and encouraged. Please invite 
your friends and neighbors. Proceeds from the fundraiser help support our Youth Summer Mission Trips.  Contact Gaye Lynn 
Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) or (630-355-1748, ext. 3234) for more information.



Vacation Bible School 
Calling all 3 year olds through those who have completed the 4th grade! Jump in as we 
navigate down the Rolling River Rampage from June 25-29 from 9 - 11: 45 a.m. each day! 
We will have a week full of music, dramatic stories, scripture fun, great games and yummy 
snacks! You will not want your child(ren) to miss this! Save the date on your calendar; and 
spread the word! 

Register now at www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs! Registration closes on June 18. No late 
registrations will be accepted. 

Adults and Youth Apprentices (those who have completed the 5th grade through 12th 
grade): We Need You! Our greatest needs are teachers, crafters and childcare providers! 
Come make a difference at VBS 2018! Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more 
information.

Touch a Truck 
Mark your calendar now!  Touch-A-Truck 2018 will be held on Saturday, June 2, from 9:30 a.m. to Noon.  We look forward to 
seeing all of you there!  There will be lots of cool vehicles to see and touch.  There will be fun activities, cookie decorating table 
and much more!  We are still looking for more vehicles for the event. We are also looking for a team to welcome all of our 
guests to Grace!  Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) or (630-355-1748, ext. 3241) if you would 
like to showcase a vehicle or volunteer. 

Save the Date! Extreme Youth Event 
All 6th -12 th Graders Welcome! 

Saturday, July 28 

from 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

More Details to Come! 

Handbell Choir Concert 
Save the Date! You won’t want to miss Grace UMC Handbell choirs "Our Favorite Rings" on Sunday, June 3 at 3 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary featuring a variety of musical styles; from classical to present-day, from sacred to Disney. Ringers of all ages, from 4th 
grade through adult, will present a wide range of pieces including joint bell choirs, solo performers, and small ensembles. You 
won’t want to miss seeing, watching, and hearing these great performers. 


